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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


The present volume is one of a series of selections from 
tlie Punjab Government lecords which have been published 
by the Punjab Government The volumes constituting the 
series are — 

The Delhi Residency and 

Agency Records 1807-1857, Volume I 

The Ludhiana Agency Records, 1808-1815, Volume II 

The Political Dianes of the 
Resident at Lahore and his 

Assistants ... 1846-1849, Volumes 

III — VI 

The Mutiny Records — Corres- 
pondence and Reports 1857-1858, Volumes 

VII and VIII each 

m two Paits 

It had been mtended to issue further volumes also, dealing 
with ( a ) the lecords of the Karnal, Ambala and Ludhiana 
Agencies (including the despatches of Sir D Ochterlony, 
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Govei- 
nor-Geneial at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant, 
Captain G Bncli), 1816 — 1S40 , (b) the records of the North- 
West Frontier Agency, 1840 — 1845, and (c) those of the 
Lahore Residency, 1846 — 1849 , but it has been found neces- 
sary on financial grounds to postpone the publication of 
these further papeis 

The material for the volumes issued has been prepared 
and put through the Press by Mr A Raynor, late Registrar 
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat 

Lahohe 
December 1915. 



PREFACE. 


The papers in tins volume are a selection from the 
Records of tlic Ludhiana Agency from ISOS— 1S15, which, 
mil lie found in Rooks 1 — 15 of the old records of the 
Punjab Secretariat, original receipt letters being tiled m one 
sci ics of books and copies of issues in another. The penod 
io which the papers relate is that between the arnval of the 
British a f Ludhiana and the conclusion of the first Gankin 
campaign .n June 1S13, shortly after which (October 1S15) 
the Head-quarters of the Bntisli representative m the 
Punjab were transferred to Karnal. 

In ISOS the Governor-General received intelligence 
that the French designed the conquest of Kabul and the 
Punjab. The Government accordingly decided to despatch 
Envoys to both Lahore and Kabul, Mr C. T Metcalfe being 
selected to conduct the negotiations with Lahore and Mi 
Elphinstone those with Kabul. In November 1808 the 
Governor-General (Lord Mmto) determined upon advancing 
a detachment of British troops to the Sutlej to support the 
British Envoy in his negotiations with the Lahore ruler and 
effectually confine his dominion to the north of that river. 
This force was placed under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel D. Ochterlony, who was specially selected for the 
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service He crossed tlie Jamna on the 16th January 1800, 
and on the 20th of the following month reached Ludlndna, 
where he halted and strengthened his position. 

Mahaiaja Banjit Smgh now saw the danger of further 
piotractmg the negotiations which were being earned on 
hy Mi Metcalfe, and, feeling that the Bntish Government 
was m earnest and in no way to he turned from its resolution, 
at length awoke to the necessity of a speedy settlement with 
that power He accordingly withdrew his forces from the 
Sutlej and relinquished the territories he had usurped, as re- 
quired hy the Bntish authorities Finally, m April 1809, Mr 
Metcalfe concluded a treaty with Maharaja Banjit Smgh, hy 
which that Chief relinquished for ever all supremacy over the 
Cis-Sutlej Chiefs and all claims to the Cis-Sutlej Temtory 
which came under the protection of the British Government, 
and a Proclamation of protection against Lahore was issued 
to the Cis-Sutlej Chiefs. It was arranged that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochteilony should remain m Political and Military 
charge at Ludhiana, being given a Persian Interpreter and 
Assistant m the person of Captain II. Stuart. Captain 
Stuait resigned his appointment in December 1809, and 
was succeeded hy Colonel Ochterlony’s son, Mr. B P. 
Ochteilony 

In April 1810 Colonel Ochterlony was appointed 
Agent to the Governor-General at Ludhiana, m subordina- 
tion to the Besident at Delhi, through whom he corresponded 
with Government Captain G Birch was at the same 
time appointed Assistant to Colonel Ochterlony. 

In 1811 a second Proclamation was issued to the Cis- 
Sutlej Chiefs prohibiting mutual aggressions, and warning 
them of the penalties to which violence and disturbance 
would render them liable In 1812 and 1818 we find the 
Patiala State suffering from maladministration , the Kfibul 
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Royal family talcing refuge in Bntisli Territory and the 
Gurkhas commencing those encroachments which led 
to military operations against them in 1814. Colonel 
Ochterlony was given the command of one of the columns 
operating against the Gurkhas, and during his absence 
from Ludhiana his Assistant, Captain Buck, was entrusted 
with the management of our relations with the Sikh States. 
The despatches written by Colonel Ochterlony while on 
active service are published in the Parliamentary Papers 
respecting the Nepal war issued m 1824. 

On the termination of the campaign, which resulted 
in the expulsion of the Gurkhas from the hill territories 
u Inch they had usurped, Major-General Ochterlony returned 
to his civil duties at Ludhi&na, and in J une 1815 was vested 
with control over the territory conquered from the Gurkhas, 
his designation being altered to that of Superintendent pf 
Political Allan’s and Agent to the Governor-General in the 
territories of the Protected Sikh and Hill Chiefs between the 
Jamna and the Sutlej. He was given two Assistants, viz.} 
Captain G. Birch, stationed at Nahan, and Lieutenant B. 
Boss, at Sublthu. Mr. B. P. Ochterlony resigned about this 
time and was succeeded by Lieutenant W. Murray, 1st 
Native Infantry, who was appointed an Assistant to General 
Ochterlony. 

Major General Sir David Ochterlony, who had received 
the thanks of Parliament and been gazetted a Knight 
Commander of the Bath for his services against the Gurkhas, 
remained at Ludhidna until October 1815, when, as already 
mentioned, the office of the Superintendent of Political 
Affairs and Agent to the Governor-General was transferred 
to Kama! where it was located until March 1822, when it 
was finally moved to Ambdla. During the last few months 
of his stay at Ludhiana Sm David Ochterlony was engaged 
under the directions of Government in the disposal and 
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settlement of the hill districts conquered from the Gurkhas. 
The correspondence relating to the subject is very voluminous, 
and it has been consideied unnecessary to include it m this 
volume The arrangements for the accommodation of Shah 
Shuja-ul-Mulk of Kdbul and the members of his family who 
had taken refuge m Ludhidna also engaged Ochterlony’s 
attention, and in November 1816 it was found necessary to 
post an Assistant (Lieutenant W. Murray) to Ludhidna to 
look after the Kdbul Eoyal family and also hold chaigc of 
the Treasury, Abkar; Mahal and Police. 



CONTENTS* 


— • — 

CHAPTER I 
ISOS 09 

r\or. 

Despatch of n force under Lioutonaut-Colonel D Oclitcilony to tho 
confines of the territory of Rijn Ranjit Singh — Instructions to 
Lieu tenunt-Colonol Oclitcilony as to tho object of Ins deputation 
and the policy to bo obsened towards tbo Sikli Cluofs desrnng 
British piotcetion — Lo^al Chiefs who joined Lioutemvnt-Colonol 
Oclitcilony — Intelligence from the Punjab — Progress of tho forco 
under Licnlennul-Colonel Ochtoilony’s command — -Restoration to 
tho ongiual holders of tho usurpations of Ranjit Singh — Un- 
authorized halt of Lieutouant-Colonel Oclitcilony’s foico near 
Ludhiana— Arrival at Ludhiana — Desire of Chief of Jhind for 
territory m cvchango for Ludhiana — Resources of Sikh Chiefs 
Cis-Sutloj — Declaration of policy of Go\ eminent towards Sikh 
Chiefs — CcnBin'o passed on Licutcnnut-Colonel Ochloilony fox 
halting Ins forco, his resignation of hiB command and restoration 
to it — Tennro of tho post of Ludhiana — Intrigues of Raja Ranjit 
Smgh with tho Mnhrattas — Attack on Lioutenant White, Sur- 
veyor — Dosigns of Ranjit Smgh ...... X 

CHAPTER II. 

1810-11. 

Intelligence from tho Punjab — Encroachments of tho Gurkhas — 
Measures for obtaining redress for tho attack on Lioutonant 
White — Operations of Raja Ranjit Smgh against Mnltin — Claims 
of Gurkhas to Pmjoro — Appomtmont of Captain Birch ns 
Assistant to Colonel Ochtoi'lony — Representation of ox-Raja of 
Kalian — Poolings of Chiefs towaids Ranjit Smgh' — Arrival of 
membors of tho Royal Pamdy of Kabul at Ludhiana — Present of 
a camago and pan to Raja Ranjit Smgh — Maladministration of 
tho Patiala State — Proclamation to Protected Srkh Chiefs — Kash- 
mir shcop f 107 



11 


CONTENTS 


CHAPTER irr 
1812 14 

rvoE 

Marriage of Raja R-atrjifc Singh’s son — Deputation of Mi Moor croft 
to pm chase horses — Muskoisfoi Raja Ran] it Singh — Maladminis- 
tration of the Patiala State — Attempt on tlio lifo of Lioutcnunt- 
Colonel Ochteilony at Patiala — Application of tlio Chief of Mam 
Majra for a title — Tax on pilgrims — Rofugo of members of tho 
Royal Family of Kabul m British Territory — Faim of Sayoi and 
Abkan duties of Ludhiana — Encioachments of Gmkhas and 
proposed military opoiations — Visit of Lieutenant-Colonel D 
Ochterlony to the Commnndei of the Gurkha Forces 273 

CHAPTER IV 
1814-15 

Suspension of commoroial intercourse -with the Nepalese — Impondmg 
hostilities with the Gurkhas — -Timber dnties — Account of the bill 
districts occupied by the Gmkhas — Appointment of Colonel D 
Ochterlony to command tho force proceeding against tho Gur- 
khas — Arrival of family of Shah Shnja-ul-Mnlk at Ludhiana — 
Overtaxes of the Guikha Commander — Representation of Begum 
Samrn — Escape of Shah Shu]a-nl-Mulk from Lahore — Acknow- 
ledgment of services of Major-General D Ochteilony — Appoint- 
ment of Majoi -General Ochterlony as Superintendent of Political 
Affairs and Agent to the Governor-General in the territories 
of the Piotected Sikh and Hill Chiefs — Settlement of Hill terri- 
tories conquered from the Gmkhas . 371 


Portrait of Su D Ochteilony 


. Frontispiece. 



RECORDS 


01' THE 

LUDHIANA AGENCY. 

-+ 

CHAPTER I. 
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Despatch of a 'on.c under Lieutenant Colonel D Ochterlonj to the confines of 
the territory of ltaja Bnnjit Singh — Instructions to Lieutenant 
Colonel Ochterlonj ns to the object of his deputation nnd the policj to 
he observed touardi the Sikh Chiefs desiring British protection — Lojnl 
Cluefa who joiued Lieutenant Colonel Ochterlonj —Intelligence from 
the Punjab — Progress of the forco under Liontonant Colonel Oclitor 
lonj s command — Bentoraliou to tho onginnl holders of tho usurpations 
of Banjit Singh — Unauthorized hnltof Licutenant-Colouel Ochterlonj 's 
force near Ludhiana — Arrnalat Ludhiana — Desire of Chief of Jhiud 
for territorj in exchange for Ludlunna — Ke3onrccs of Sikh Chiefs 
Cib Sutlej — Declarnt’on of policj' of 0o\ eminent (oavards Sikh 
Chiefs— Censure passed on Lieutenant Colonel Ochtorlony for hnltiug 
his force, Ins resignation of his command and restoration to it — 

Tcnnro of tho post of Ludhiana — Intrigues of Baja Rnnjit Singh uith 
tho Alahrattas — Attack on Lieutenant Whito, Survoj or— Designs of 
Eoujit Singh 

1. Fiom N B Edmoxstone, Esquire, Seci deny to Government, > 

to Lieut -Colonel Ocuteeloxi , — dated Foit William, the y 
14th of November ISOS (Most sccrot). 

The course o£ events and tiausacfcions at the Court of the Necossitj for 
Rajah of Lahore having lendeied it necessary to advance a f or cTto tho * 
detachment of tioops towards the confines of that Chieftain's Sntle J 

a 



Necessity for 
advance of a 
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temtoiy as Tvell as to provide eventually foi military anange- 
mentB of a more extensive natuic in tlie Noilh-w ostein 
quarter of Ilmdoostan, and the duties to be annexed to 
the command of that detachment being 1 of a delicate and 
important ohaiactei, requiting 1 a combination of the talents 
of the military profession ruth political qualifications, local 
knowledge and expciicnce, the interests of the public service 
must matenally depend upon the selection of the ofiicci to he 
appointed to the command of that detachment, and the high 
sense which Government cntci tains of your approved zeal, 
judgment, and abilities, added to the advantages of 3 out 
professional talents, } r our military and political experience m 
that quarter of India, and your intimate knou ledge of the 
condition, interests and lelntions of tho various petty States 
situated between the Jumna and the Indus — rendeis the Right 
HonTile tho Governor-General in Council anxious to vest in 
your hands the duties connected with the command of the 
proposed detachment His Lordship m Council tlieieforc, 
confidently trusting that youi characteristic zeal for the 
interests of the public service will induce } r ou to undertake 
witli alacuty the execution of those impoitant duties, has been 
pleased to appoint you to the command of the pioposed 
detachment. 

2 The servico in question being of a natuio peculiarly 
urgent, I am duected to expiess to you the desire of the 
Governoi -General in Council that you will deliver over charge 
of the ganison of Illahabad to the officei next m command, 
and proceed with the utmost practicable expedition to Muttra 
and to Delhi. 

3 At one or other of those stations you may he expected 
to meet His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with whom 
it is of importance that you should have an opportunity of 
communicating, and a principal object of suggesting youi 
visit to Delhi is that you may be enabled to communicate 
personally with the Resident and obtain access to all the 
documents and correspondence connected with the objects of 
the sci vice on which you are to he employed 
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i. On 30m aimal at Delhi, 3011 t\ ill receive the 
inc( mef ioik o£ Goicrnment foi the guidance of 3 our conduct 
on all points connected uitli the political branch of your 
duties On those evclusnely of a mililtuy nature, } r ou will 
of course be furnished uitli the ncccssai} r ordeis by Ills 
If\cellenc) the Comtuandei-iu-Cbief 

5 I am dncoted to dcuie that m lepRnig to this dis- 
patch 3 on will be pleased to spceifj r the time 3 r ou expect 
to be enabled to reicb the st ilion of Multi a oi Delhi 

G I ana furlhei instructed to desno that 3011 Mill 
obser\e the utmost £001003' inspecting the object of your 
proceeding to Delhi 


2 From N J! Envo\iTO\r, Esquire, Scnctary to Goianmcnf, 
to Lieut -Colonel Oann com , — Haled Fori William, the 
ISth of Not ember 1 S 08 

Tnr Right Ilon'blc the GoAernor-Geneial in Council, 
having taken into consideration the allonanccs which you aie 
to diaw mIhIo exercising the duties \cs(cd in 3am by the 
resolution of Goa eminent communicated to 3011 111 letter 
of the lJth instant, 1 I am duecled to signifj' to 3 r ou that the 
ariangemcut theiem dcEcnbed is not intended to affect the 
ealai3 r nluch 3'ou at piesent leccne as Commandant of 
Illahabad or the end alloMance which 3'ou mcio authonzed 
to drau by tho oiders of Go\ eminent of the 5 th of Juno 
1 S 0 G. These 3am Mail continuo to diaw m addition to the 
militaiy nllou'unces attached to tlio situation of an officer of 
youi lank on command , and, 111 consideiation of tho political 
duties M'hich the command of the pioposed detachment is 
expected to mvolvo, the Governor General m Council lias 
been pleased to graut to 3 r ou a fuithei allowance of five 
hundred rupees per mensem to be included m the Diubar 
accounts of the Resident at Delhi 
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3, FiomN B Edhoxstoxb, Esquire, Secretary to Government, 
to A Setox, Esquire, Resident at Delhi, — dated Fort 
William, the 26th of December 1808 

I ah directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your 
dispatclies. In consequence of tlie information conveyed in 
tliose dispatches, I now proceed to state to you the instructions 
of Government for the regulation of youi pioceedings m your 
communications with the Sikh Chiefs on the subject of the 
advance of the detachment formed at Kurnaul into their 
country, m the event of any objection on the part of any of 
those Chiefs arising, either from the obligations which may 
have been imposed upon them by Rajah Runjeet Sing during 
his late expedition or from any other cause, observing, how- 
ever, m the first instance, that, under all circumstances, it is 
the intention of the Governor-Geneial m Council not only 
that the detachment now forming shall advance to the 
proposed position, but that any number of troops that either 
now or hereafter may he required to advance m that direction 
shall proceed through the territory of those Chiefs 

2- No doubt can be entertained that the Chiefs m 
question are still anxious to be placed under the protection of 
the British Power That the engagement concluded by the 
Rajah of Putteealah with Rajah Runjeet Sing, as well as 
e\ ery other accommodation which the latter has been enabled 
to effect with the Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge, 
has been compulsory would be evident from the nature of the 
transaction, independently even of the distinct avowal to that 
effect which you lime received from the Rajah of Putteealah 
and others That avowal at the same time is advantageous on 
the present occasion as a ground of assertion But, however 
desuous the Rajah of Putteealah may he to exchange his 
compulsory connection with the Rajah of Lahore — a connec- 
tion which places him in a state of absolute subjection to the 
latter — for the security and independence which he will 
derive from the protection of the British Power, it may be 
doubted whether he will at once throw off the mask and 
renounco his engagements with the Rajah of Lahore and 
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openly and avowedly accept the piotection of tho Bnlish 
Powei , and the same obseivation is applicable to tbo other 
Chiefs who have been compelled to acknowledge the sovci- 
eignty of Runjeet Sing 

8 At the moment when the Rajah of Lalioie at the 
head of a powerful army on this side of the Sutledgo men- 
aced the subjugation of these Chiefs, they would without 
doubt readily have accepted the protection of the British 
Government m whatever mannei we might think pioper to 
afford it But the immediate exigency being removed by the 
RajalPs letieat, the Rajah of Putteealah, if not the othei Sikh 
Chiefs, will probably object to the advance of our troops, 
confident that the Rajah of Lahoie will not venture to exer- 
cise over them the rights of sovereignty undei a declaiation 
on the part of the British Government that they are subject 
to its protection, and, depending on the seasonable aid of that 
Goi eminent m a future case of exigency, they may perhaps 
be satisfied with that declaration and desire that the march 
of our troops may be suspended until a renewal of aggression 
on the part of the Rajah shall render it necessary 


Policy to to 
olisoi veil 
towards tlm 
Silcli Cliloffl 
dcniiing tlin 
piotection of 
tlio DrjtlHh 
Qovoinincnt, 


A At the time when they first solicited the protection 
of the British Government against the appiehended designs 
of the Rajah of Lahore, they were led with reluctance to 
propose the advance of a limited number of troops, manifest- 
ing under the pressure of that apprehension a jealousy of the 
introduction of British troops into their country. They must 
he expected therefore to be influenced in a greater degree by 
that sentiment of jealousy now that the erHs of their dangei 
is past, in addition to which the/ may y>, ihl y desire to 
preserve the appearance of fidelity to the engage rncnfe which 
they hare contracted wph •‘he Rajah ' Hhho Jdmg then 
avowed ernmrrenoe ha an arranged t wl 'eh would indicate* 
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Prt.cj to l)o state of tilings for which it is necessary to pronde I lme 
towards' 1 the already signified to you tlie deteimination of Go\ eminent 
Sikh Chiefs upon this question, and it only remains to suggest the renre- 

debinng the . 3 , 

protection of sentations u ith which the execution is to be accompanied 
the British 
Got eminent 

5 It is obvious to remark that a reciprocity of 
advantage must foim the foundation of e\ery arrangement 
between a Goi eminent and its allies, its dependants or its 
subjects The second of these relations is that in which the 
Sikh Chiefs are now placed towaids the British Go\ eminent, 
and the preservation of their rights depends upon its 
protection The terms upon which that protection should 
he extended 'to the party which solicits it may be a matter 
of convention, hut if offered on one side and accepted on the 
other without any corresponding demand or concession, the 
protectmgjpower has a right to prescribe the mode m which 
its protection shall be exercised, provided that it involves no 
injury to the acknowledged rights of the dependent State At 
the present moment the Butish Goiemment demands no sac- 
rifice on the part of the Sikh Chiefs for the protection which 
they are anxious to secure But the protection of one State 
by another, especially when arms and burthensome imans 
aie to he employed, can nevei be understood to be gratuitous, 
and m cases where no specific remuneration is stipulated 
a common interest must he presumed to form the induce- 
ment to the particular measure, as well as to constitute the 
foundation on which the general relations of protection and 
dependanee and the reciprocal claims of benefit derived from 
them are established In this particular instance the British 
Government would be obviously divested of all interest in its 
relation to the Sikh Chiefs, and no pretence of reciprocity 
would remain if measures were opposed which are essential to 
the security of that Government, and at the same time not 
only compatible with, hut highly favourable to, the reasonable 
views of the other party Of this description of measures 
unquestionably is the free introduction of oar troops into the 
territory of the Sikh Chiefs, — a measure necessary to the 
efficiency of that protection which we have consented to 
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nfToul them, and to the full attainment of the lecipiocal 
benefits of the aiiangomcnt This pu\ liege theiefoie, which 
is tho moro reasonable because the kuonn pnnciples of the 
Bntish Government and the expenenced lcgulaiifcy and dis- 
cipline of its tioops must pieclude all nppiohension of lnjmy 
from the exeicise of it, cannot he relinquished It can bo 
lesistcd indeed only undei tho influence of that -jealousy and 
suspicion which aie incompatible with a cordial union of 
interests, or under the allegation of engagements admitted to 
have been compulsory. 


Policy to bo 
observed 
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the British 
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G The British Government being lesolved undei any 
circumstances to pieclude tho extension of the Rajah of 
Lahore's dominion on this side of the Sutledge, it cannot be 
admissible to menace the refusal of oui piotection to the Sikh 
Chiefs against the future aggressions of the Rajah as tho 
altornatn e of tlieir opposition to the privilege which we claim, 
but it may justly be obseived that tho Bntish Government 
can alone undertake the defence of the tcrntoiies on this side 
the Sutledge by actually advancing its tioops to the fiontiei 
and by possessing tho means of foiming any otliei military 
auangements in that direction that tho exigency of which, or 
piospective events, may appeal to require 


7 In addition, however, to the arguments which the 
preceding observations are intended to supply, the Governor- 
Geneial in Council deems it propei that, in the event to which 
they aie applicable of any of the Sikh Chiefs on this 
side of the Sutledge making a show of adhering to Rajah 
Runjeet Sing or of then opposing or objecting to the advance 
of orn Loops, you should state distinctly the plain and tine 
principle of the proposed system of proceeding, namely, that j 
the British Government does not admit of Rajah Runjeet I 
Sing’s extending his power beyond the Sutledge, and that those 
Chiefs who acknowledge his dominion on this side of that 
boundary must be considered as openly counteracting the 
views of this Government m a point equally essential to therr i 
own security and the tranquillity of the British territories™ 
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that tlieir conduct must tkeiefore be consideied as founded on 
principles hostile to the British Government and as such 
must be oontiouled and may peihaps be resented by the 
Butish Powei. 

8 The only real objection which the Sikh Chiefs on this 
side of the Sutledge can leasonably be supposed to have to the 
introduction of British troops into their teriitones is that 
u hich originates m a sentiment of jealousy, which must neces- 
sarily be overruled such of those Chiefs (and especially the 
Bajali of Puttcealah) who have been compelled to acknowledge 
the sovereignty of the Rajah of Lahore may be expected, 
under the double influence of that sentiment and of a desue 
ostensibly to maintain the faith of then compulsory obligations, 
to withhold a duect acquiescence in the proposed measuie, 
but without any diminution of then solicitude to secuie the 
protection of this Government against future aggieBsions 
It is highly impiobable, however, that they should attempt 
to oppose any serious obstacle to the advance of the troops, 
or that the Rajah of Pntteealah should ventuie to resist or 
should desire to obtain the support of the Rajah of Lahore 
in lesisting the establishment of a militaiy post within the 
territory subject to his autkonty, but, in whatever degiee 
they may appear indisposed to the prosecution of the intended 
system of measures, it will be pioper that you should distinctly 
stato to them the principles and arguments above descubed 
nud give them to understand that no considerations will 
induce the British Government to abandon the policy uhich 
it has now lcsolved to adopt 

9 According to the lesolution now adopted, His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief will be immediately requested 
to order the advance of tho detachment whenever it may 
bo prepared to proceed without reference to the declared 
sentiments of tho Chiefs through whose territories it will 
have occasion to pass At the same time from the tenor of 
this dispatch jou will judge the intention of Government to 
be that ever) effort should be employed to reconcile tboso 
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Chiefs to the measures in progress and to induce them to 
afford every accommodation and facility to the march of the 
troops, assuming m youi communications with them, as the 
fundamental principle and object of the arrangement, the 
combination of their interest with those of the British power 
and the protection of their rights and territories against 
aggression on the part of Rajah Runjeet Sing or any other 
power, and you will he enabled to hold out a powerful 
inducement to their voluntary acquiescence m the advance 
of the troops by referring to the resolution of Government 
to require the evacuation of the places which Runjeet Sing 
has occupied on tins side the Sutledge and to restore them to 
their original possessors 

10 You will be pleased to conduct all your proceedings 
connected with the measures now m agitation in concert 
and communication with His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, to whose suggestions and advice on all points you 
will consider it your duty to attend A copy of this dispatch 
will be immediately transmitted to His Excellency for his 
information, and the Governor-General m Council will at the 
same time communicate to His Excellency the sentiments and 
wishes of Government on the measures to be pursued with 
respect to those places on this side of the Sutledge which hate 
been lately seized and are at present occupied by the troops of 
the Rajah of Lahore. 


4 From N B Eci.o\s7osz, ZropsYc, Seerelary to Government, 
to L-eut -Colonel Ozcrszzoyr, — doted Fori WAham, tie 
29th of Dt'e-rler 1893 

Agt vftab lt to the intimation contained in my letter c£ 
the 14th ultimo 1 to your cnir..- r , I now nroco-ed, under uhf- 
direction of the Rig at Honde the Govewno "■-Genera, ur 
Council, to comxnumea^e to von such instmot'ou? as ruu 
considered to be necessary :cr the rrufdzuce of your cwhuw 
points connected with the tw'itfesl branch of the curds 
your present emp 1 cv~ ect. 
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Instructions 
to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ocli 
terlony, Com- 
manding the 
force advanc- 
ing to the 
Sutlej 


2 0£ tlie state of affairs as connected -with the pro- 

ceedings of the Rajah of Lahore and of the views and 
intentions of Government with respect to the Rajah and to 
the other Sikh Chiefs, you will have obtained the completest 
information from the documents to which yon will have had 
access at Delhi. It is unnecessary therefore to convey to you 
any communications on those points m the present dispatch 


S It is obviously impossible to provide specifically for 
the various events which may occur m the quarter in which 
you are now to be employed, and it will therefore at present be 
sufficient to explain the general objects to which your atten- 
tion is to be directed according to the spirit of the views and 
intentions of Government as fully described m my dispatches 
to the Resident at Delhi and to the Envoy to the Court of 
Lahore. 


4 The Governor-General in Council being satisfied not 
only that no essential advantage is now to be derived from the 
residence of an Envoy on the part of Government at the 
Court of the Rajah of Lahore, but that under present circum- 
stances lus continuance is calculated to produce inconvenience 
and embarrassment, has resolved to withdraw the Mission 
when the intended military post near the Sutledge shall have 
been established by means of the detachment placed under 
your command, and the necessary instructions upon this 
Bubject will be immediately issued to Mr. Metcalfe. When 
Mr Metcalfe shall have withdrawn, your local situation near 
the frontier of that country will be favourable to the conduot 
of any communications with the Court of Lahore or with any 
of the Chiefs and subjects of that State which the course of 
events and transactions may render necessary, and m that 
situation you will probably have the means of watching the 
proceedings of the Rajah of Lahore and of acquiring intelli- 
gence of any transactions and occurrences m that quarter of 
which the knowledge may be of importance to the British 
interests It is proper at the same time to notice that, as the 
duties now described are considered, from the convenience of 
your local position, as incidental to your present co mma nd, so. 



II 
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if events should require an increase of force to suoh an extent 
as must necessarily place the command of the troops m the 
hands of an officer of a rank superior to yours, the political 
branch of the duties (just alluded to) mil devolve of course, 
as being naturally attached to the command of the troops, on 
that officer. 


Instruction? 
to Lieutenant 
Colonel Och- 
terlony. Com. 
manding the 
force advanc- 
ing to the 
Sutlej 


6. The Rajah of Lahore mil be apprized that you are 
instructed to receive any communications he may wish to 
make to thi6 Government when Mr Metcalfe shall have 
quitted hiB Court, and to address any representations to him 
which the state of affairs may appear to require The Gov- 
ernor-General in Council having now no immediate object in 
view at that Court, such communications must bo incidental, 
and consequently cannot form a subject of specific instruction 
at the present moment , and any propositions which you may 
receive from the Rajah of Lahore must of course be refeired 
to the consideration of the Governor -General m Council. 
You will collect from the documents to which you will have 
had access that Government, although at present desirous 
of maintaining the relations of amity with the Rajah of 
Lahore, is anxious to avoid incurring any obligation which 
might embarrass the prosecution of any system of measures 
eventually dictated by the exigency of the pubhc interests. 
In any communications therefore which you may eventually 
hold with the Court of Lahore you will he careful to with- 
hold any declarations or professions of a nature to impose 
such obligations on the British Government This precau- 
tion, however, need not exclude the ordinary expressions of an 
amicable disposition towards the State of Lahore. 

6 Your situation will probably enable you to acquire 
information regarding the nature and resources of the country 
of the Pnnjaub in a military point of view, the temper and 
disposition of its Chiefs and inhabitants, and other subjects of 
a military and political nature m that direction , and you will 
accordingly consider it an object of your attention to obtain 
information on points of this description. 
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Instructions 7 The spirit of disaffection to the person and govem- 

CoiondOch 1 *" men ^ E- a J a h Runjeet Smg among hiB subjects and 

terlony, Com- dependent Chiefs renders it probable that you may receive, 
forcf advano- f lom persons of that description whose possessions are situated 
8 ^ 10 ° tllC beyond the Sutledge, propositions of attachment to the British 
Government in a sense adverse to the interests of the Rajah, 
and even of direct revolt On such occasions, if they should 
arise, it will be advisable to deehne any present acquiescence 
in propositions of that tendency, without excluding, however, 
the possibility that future events may render them acceptable. 
Yon will, however, at the same time refer any propositions of 
that nature to the consideration of the Govemoi -General in 
Council 

8 Yon will observe from the tenor of my dispatch to 
the Resident at Delhi of the 26th instant, 1 which Mr Seton 
will communicate to you, that Government has taken into 
consideration and provided for the effects of the compulsory 
engagement lately exacted by Rajah Runjeet Smg from the 
Rajah of Putteealah and other Sikh Chiefs on this side of the 
Sutledge, and that the late transactions will not be allowed to 
affect the operation of the resolution, which, previously to a 
knowledge of them, Government had adopted of assuming the 
protection of the Chiefs in question. On the other hand, it 
cannot be supposed that these Chiefs will be unwilling to 
accept that protection, although, for the reasons stated in my 
dispatch to Mr Seton, they may be averse to the advance of 
the British troops into their territory But the interest 
which they naturally have m preferring a dependence upon 
the British power to a state of submission to the sovereignty 
of the Rajah of Lahore precludes all apprehensions that 
the sentiments of jealousy and suspicion at the introduction 
of our troops into their territory will supersede those of 
attachment to the power which protects them At the same 
time it will obviously form an essential part of your duty to 
maintain towards these Chiefs a system of conduct calculated 
to convince them of the groundless nature of. these sentiments. 


1 3 tttjtra 
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and to lend them to appreciate the full benefit of our 
protection without considering as hurthensome or injurious 
the mode m which this Government thinks proper to afford it. 

9 The benefit which the Bntish Government is to 
expect from tho present system of its declaied relation to the 
Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge is to secure the advantages, 
facilities nnd resources of the country m tho prosecution of 
any military airangements and operations that events may 
render necessary, and to substitute a connection with a con- 
federacy of Chiefs lendeied grateful by benefits and attached 
to ns by tho ties of mutual interest for the vicinity of 
an independent and ambitious military power. With this 
view, an indulgent attention to the interests and concerns of 
these Chiefs, a cautious forbearance from any measures and 
proceedings calculated to excite their apprehensions and alarm 
their suspicions, to invade tlicir rights or to offend then- 
prejudices, are important points of policy. 


Irtstr notions 
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10 It will be necessary at a futuie time to determine 
with more precision than is at present practicable the exact 
nature of the relations of protection and dependence which 
shall be permanently established between the British Gov- 
ernment and tho Chiefs, and you are desired to furnish 
Government with all the information that you can colleot 
applicable to this question, and to communicate such opmions 
upon the subject as are suggested to you by local observation 
In the meantime, while you will assure them merely of present 
protection against Rajah Runjeet Sing and of the resolution 
of Government to divest lum of his lecent usurpations 
on this side of the Sutledge, it will be proper to intimate 
to them, 1st, that their cordial and active co-operation will be 
required for the defence of their country both now and m the 
event of any futuie invasion of it, against which it may be 
thought propei to employ British troops , and, Sindly, that no 
subsidy or peoumary contribution will be demanded for our 
aid on the piesent occasion. But this last intimation must be 
conveyed m such terms as not to preclude us from requiring 
at any future time, if it should be thought expedient, that 
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they should contnbute to the expense of any expedition to be 
undertaken by this Government for the defence and protection 
of their country. 

■ 11. In the condition of dependence m 'which these 

Chiefs •will now be placed towards the British Government 
they may be expected to refer the adjustment of their 
concerns collectively or relatively to one another to the power 
which protects them. With regard to all questions of this 
nature, or m any manner affecting the interests of these Chiefs, 
oi, as connected with them the interests of the British 
Government, it will of course be necessaiy that you should act 
in concert and communication with the Resident at Delhi 
You will be pleased, however, to correspond directly with the 
Political Department of this Government as well as with the 
Resident at Delhi, transmitting to the latter copies of your 
dispatches to the former, and you will convey to Government 
regular reports of the progress and proceedings of the detach- 
ment under your command as well as of all transactions of a 
political nature. 


12 You will obseive from the dispatch to Mr Seton, 
to which I have referred in the 8th paragraph, that the 
detachment will eventually be employed in resuming the 
conquests made by Rajah Runjeet Sing on this side of the 
Sutledge during his late expedition, and that you will receive 
instructions from His Excellency tho Commander-m-Chief 
regarding the operations of the detachment in the accom- 
plishment of that object 

13 You will of course convey to the Commander-m- 
Chief also regular reports of the progress and proceedings of 
the detachment During His Excellency's continuance in a 
position which may enable him to superintend the affairs of 
that quarter, the Resident at Delhi will be instructed to 
communicate to His Excellency your reports to Government 
on all points of a political nature, and you will consider it your 
duty to attend to any suggestions that you may receive from 
His Excellency on points of that nature. 
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li One object of your attention should bo to take 
ad\ outage of the movement of the detachment and of your 
local situation m the country of the Sikhs to obtain accurate 
information regarding; the disposition, diameter, condition and 
military strength of the several Chiefs and the mode m "which 
their power might bo ad\ antagcously combined m any system 
of defensive arrangement against an minding enemy, or of 


Instructions 
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Colonel Ooh- 
terlony. Com- 
manding the 
forco advanc- 
ing to tho 
Sutlej 


military operations, if the conduct of tho Rajah of Lahore 
should compel us to prosecute hostilities against him. 


15. Until Mr Metcalfe’s departure from the Court of 
Lahore you will maintain a regular correspondence with him, 
and you will receive fiom him the communication of any 
occurrences and transactions of which it may be expedient 
that 3 r ou should bo apprized. 


1G You arc authorized to entertain such an establish- 
ment of moonshees, writers and servants as may be necessary 
to enable you to conduct the duties of your situation, 
transmitting a statement of it for the confirmation of 
Government. 


5. From N D Edmo~\ stone, Esquire, Secretary to Government, 
to A Setoe, Esquire, Resident at Delhi, — dated Fort 
William, the 29th of December 1808 

1 aw directed to transmit to you the enclosed dispatch to 
the address of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, and to request 
that it may be forwarded to him A copy of it is also 
enclosed for your information and guidance 

2 You will observe that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony 
is referred to you for a communication of the instructions 
issued to you under date the 26th instant, and you will 
accordingly be pleased to allow him access to my dispatch of 
that date or to transmit to him a copy of it, if he should not 
bo at Delhi 

3 That part of the enclosed instructions to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ochterlony which prescribes the nature of the 
intimations to be given to the Chiefs on this side of the 
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Sutledge is intended to provide for the case of his being in a 
situation to communicate personally with those Chiefs or with 
the agents whom they may place in attendance on him during 
his employment with the detachment In the meantime it 
may be proper that you should make the same communications 
to the Vakeels of the Sikh Chiefs who may reside at Delhi, or 
directly by letter to the Chiefs themselves, if you should judge 
it expedient with a view to satisfy them regarding the views 
and intentions of the British Government. 

4 Although the destination of the detachment proceed- 
ing towards the Sutledge necessarily requned that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony should be authorised to communicate with 
the Sikh Chiefs, you will observe that he is directed to 
conduct any intercourse he may have with them m concert and 
communication with you, and you will accordingly he pleased 
to maintain a regular correspondence with that officer and 
afford him the benefit of your judgment and opimons on all 
points in any manner affecting the interests of those Chiefs, 
or, as connected with them, the interests of the British 
Government. 

5. You will further observe that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony is directed to transmit to you copies of all his 
dispatches to this Government. Agreeably to the intimation 
contained in the 13th paragraph of the enclosed document, you 
will be pleased to communicate copies of those dispatches to 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 

G You will further observe that Government has 
deferred to a future time the determination of the precise 
nature of the relations which shall be permanently established 
between the British Government and the Chiefs on this side of 
the Sutledge, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony has been 
instructed to furnish Government with all the information ho 
can collect applicable to this question, and to state his opinion 
upon the subject, derived from local observation The 
Governor-General m Council is desirous of receiving from you 
a simi l a r report, and you will accordingly be pleased to convoy 
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to Government the lesnlt of your deliberation on this impor- 
tant question, accompanied with 6uoh detailed information as 
you may possess 01 may be able to acquire on points connected 
with it as may serve to aid the judgment of the Governor- 
General in Council on the subject 

7 I am directed to take this opportunity of transmit- 
ting to you the enclosed copy of my dispatch to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony of the ISth ultimo, 1 from which you will 
observe that the Governor-General in Council has been pleased 
to grant to that officer an allowance of 500 rupees per 
mensem payable from the Treasury at Delhi, which sum 
you will accordingly be pleased to pay to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony monthly from the period of his assuming the 
command of the detachment and include the charge in your 
Durbar accounts 


6 From A Sbton, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to N B 
Edmoxstoxe, Esquire, Secretary to Government m the 
Political Department, Fort William , — dated Dehli, the 
11th of January 1809 

1 have the honoi to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch of the 26th ultimo, 2 * * S with its enclosures, signifying 
the sentiments of Government regarding the maicb about to 
proceed towards the Sutledge and the expediency of speedily 
resuming the late usurpations of Runjeet Sing on the left 
bank of that river 

2 The dispatch m question reached me yesterday, and, 
in conformity to the oiders which it contained, I immediately 
forwaided to Lahore the letter of instructions addressed to Mr 

Metcalte I also transmitted a copy of those instructions to, 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Cbief, accompanied by a 
letter from myself to Ins address, a copy of which I have the 
honor to enclose 

1 2 supra 
* 3 supia 

S 
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Advance oE a 3 In explanation of such part of that letter as relates 

SnUoj 0 Vction to my sense of the expediency of authorising the advance of 
takonbj tho the detachment as soon as it is in a state of complete prepara- 

Dolln tion, it may be necessary to observe that, in taking the liberty 

most lespectfully to offer that opinion for the consideration of 
His Excellency, I u as no Icsr guided by what appeared to me 
to be the intentions of Government than by an attentive 
observation of tho piesont state of affairs at Lahore, and by 
the general expectation entertained by natn cs of all descrip- 
tions m this quarter The communications and requisitions 
made to Ruujcet Sing are well knoivn to them, and I am 
persuaded that long hesitation on our part, notwithstanding 
non-compliance on his, would make an unfavorable impression 
Runject Sing himself, who evidently 6eelcs procrastination, 
might bo encouraged, by long dela), to deviate from that 
unconditional compliance which ho has promised, and c\ en to 
determine upon actual resistance This in my humble opinion 
would bo unfavorable, ns, after having had recourse to actual 
hostilities, a cordial reconciliation on his part might be 
rendered more difficult than ever It is therefore not with the 
view of preventing that crisis, but of preventing it m a 
manner which shall evince the decided superiority of the power 
of the British Government that I have hazarded tho opinion, 
the grounds of which it is the object of the present remarks 
most respectfully to explain It may further be observed that, 
in the event of Runjeet Sing's having it really in contempla- 
tion to resist, longer delay would give him tho means of 
making with his subordinate Surdars those arrangements 
which could alone enable him to undertake with effect a 
mischievous and predatory warfare, while from the Bntish 
Government being now at peace with all the Native powers, 
and from the most perfect tranquillity prevailing m every part 
of its dominions, no moment could be more favorable than tho 
present for enabling it to direct its whole and undivided force 
against Runjeet Sing, and thereby to evince to him, at once, 
the folly of seeking to resist the fair and reasonable expostula- 
tions of that Government on the subject of his unwarrantable 
conduct and hiB oppressive usurpations at the expense of 
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those whom it considers itself hound to protect. It appears 
worthy of remark, and may perhaps be regarded as an index 
of Runlet Sing’s real intentions, that, notwithstanding his 
late milder language to Mr Metcalfe, it does not appear that 
ho has )ct taken a single step either for the discontinuance 
of his military preparations or for the evacuation and resti- 
tution of the places seized by him on the left bank of the Sut- 
ledge during his late expedition Under these circumstances, 
he cannot be surprised at the advance of a British detachment 
towards Ins frontier for the mere purpose of eventually noting 
m a country to which ho has no rightful claim, but without 
any hostile intention against hts dominions properly so 
called. 

4. As I considered it desirable that intelligent Vackeels 
on the part of the petty Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge 
should accompany the detachment for the purpose of main- 
taining a friendly intercourse between the Commanding 
Officer and tlieir masters, and as most of the Chiefs m 
question had two Vackeels at Delili, I deemed it expedient to 
direct the most intelligent of them to proceed to Kurnaul and 
to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony on his advancing 
from thence, which they accordingly did I think it likely 
that on the detachment moving into the Sikh country the 
presence of these persons will be found useful 

5 The latest intelligence from Mr Metcalfe 16 that of 
the 80th ultimo, the nature of which is already known to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief I shall make it an 
invariable rule to communicate to His Excellency without 
delay such information as may reach me respecting the state 
of matters at Lahore 

6 It wore almost superfluous to add an assurance that 
the most prompt and implicit attention shall be paid by me to 
suoh instructions and suggestions as I may receive from His 
Excellency, and that upon this important occasion it shall be 
my unceasing endeavour to give m every respect the fullest 
and most efficient effect to the plans and orders of Govern- 
ment. 
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7 From, the Assistant Adjutant-General to Lieut -Colonel 
Ochterlont, Commanding a Detachment, — dated Head 
Quarters, Camp Dowlutpur, Zillah Sehamnpocn , the 12th 
January 1809. 


Instructions 
for tlio ad- 
vance of the 
force under 
Lieutenant- 
Colonel Och- 
terlony 


The Commandei-in-Chief deeming it advisable from 
tbe tenor of the communication leceived by you fiom Mr 
Metcalfe, Envoy at Lahore, under date the 5th instant, that a 
detachment under your commahd should be ordered to advance, 
I am directed by His Excellency to forward the following 
instructions for your guidance — « 


1 Having crossed the Jumna in obedience to Colonel 
MarshalPs orders, with tbe 4th Regiment of Cavalry and tbe 
2nd Infantry Brigade, consisting of tbe 2nd Battalion 10th, 
1st Battalion 28rd, and 1st Battalion 27th, and detail of 
Pioneers -under Lieutenant Hay, yon will proceed with all 
convenient expedition, with tbe detachment under your 
command, to the vicinity of Putteealah by such route as you 
may judge best 


2 On receipt of this letter you will he pleased to take 
measures for obtaining correct information respecting the 
force belonging to Rajah Runjeet Smg of Lahore, which has 
been foi some tune past at Umballa 

8 In the event of those troops being still at Umballa, 
His Excellency desires you will require the person in 
command of them to' return across the river Sutledge, and m 
the event of bis non-compliance with your requisition, the 
Commander-in-Chief desires that you will use your best 
endeavours for expelling them from tbe country between the 
Jumna and Sutledge rivers, provided you shall be satisfied 
from tb9 information you may obtain that tbe force placed 
under yonr command is fully adequate to this service But in 
tbe event of your being of a different opinion, His Excellency 
desires you will bait m a convenient situation and make 
application to Colonel Marshall, Commanding at Chilkanah, 
to advance n ltb tbe force under bis command for tbe purpose 
of accomplishing the objeots of these instructions. 
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A In the cicnt of 3 our receiving information that the 
troops of Rajah Ruujcet Sing have retired from Umballa for 
the purpose of repissing the Sullcdge, yon will be pleased to 
send a sufficient patrol for the purpose of satisfying yourself 
as to the correctness of such information. 

5 IIis Excellency desires you will correspond daily 
mth Mi Metcalfe, with Head Quarters, and with Colonel 
Marshall, and that 3 ou will not ad\ anco beyond the vicinity 
of Puttccnlnli unless particularly urged to do so by Mr 
Metcalfe, with whose requisitions in such cases His Excel- 
lency desires you will comply, but on no account to pass 
the Sutlcdge w ithont further orders from Head Quarters. 

0 His Excellency desires you will lay a dawk, with 
hurlaras at each stage, upon the route of your march, m 
communication with the dawk at Chilkanah. 

7 You arc to proceed with supplies sufficient for the 
consumption of jour detachment for a week, and always to 
keep up that quantity as far as may bo practicable by 
purchase 

8 Whenever supplies m sufficient quantities can be 
procured from other sources by the aid of such bazars as 
may be in readiness to accompany the detachment, the store 
aboi e mentioned is not to bo resorted to. In failure of other 
supplies, the requisite quantity is to be issued to the regi- 
mental or battalion bazais, to be retailed to the troops at tho 
current puce of the countiy, unless that price should be at any 
time less than 20 seers of atta for the rupee, when it is to 
be supplied at that rate, 20 seers per rupee, to the troops. 

9 His Excellency dosires you will cause the detachment 
to move a 6 lightly equipped as may be practicable consistently 
with tho comfort of officers and troops, and that you will take 
with you such a small supply only of public money as may be 
necessaiy for any probable expenditure on the public account, 

10. The Commander-in-Chief desires you will ascertain, 
previous to your march, that tho requisite provision of every 
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kind lias been properly made m the department of tbe Gram 
Agent, and those of the Agent and contractors for public 
cattle, and for victualling tbe European troops 

11 His Excellency relies on your preserving tbe most 
perfect discipline and good order m tbe detachment under 
your command, and desireB you mil exert your own utmost 
endeavours to conciliate the Chiefs and inhabitants of the 
country in -which you may bo employed, and require officers 
and men under your command to aid and assist you m those 
endeavours 

12 The Commander-m- Chief requests you will forward 
to Head Quarters a present state return of your detachment as 
soon as practicable after passing the Jumna 

18 The Commander-in-Chief requests you will address 
friendly letters to the several Sikh Chieftains possessing the 
countries through which you may pass or adjacent to your 
route, informing them of the march of your detachment and 
requesting their assistance in furnishing all requisite supplies 

14j His Excellency directs me to refer you to the 
instructions already forwarded to your address under date the 
25th ultimo, and to desire that you will consider them still m 
force and act accordingly m every case not otherwise provided 
for m the subsequent instructions or orders 


8 From A Seton, Esquire, Besident at Dehli, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D Oceterlont, Commanding a Detachment on the 
North-West Frontier,— -dated Dehli, the 12th January 
1809 

By last night’s dawk I had the honor to forward to you 
a political dispatch of the 26th ultimo from Mr Secretary 
Edmonstone to your address 

2. In conformity to the orders of Government, I now 
have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a dispatch of the 
same date 1 from Mr Secretary Edmonstone to my address, on 


i % tupra 
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the subject o£ our political relations with the Sikh Chiefs 
between the Jumna and the Sutledge, and the line of conduct 
which it is the intention of the British Government to observe 
touards them 

8. With reference to such part of the instructions 
contained m the 11th paragraph of Mr Edmonstone’s letter to 
your address as relates to myself, I beg leave to assure you 
that I shall consider it as a most pleasing and important part 
of my duty to communicate with you in the most unreserved 
manner on the subject of your political negotiation, and to 
furnish you as spccddy as possible with copies of any of the 
records of the Residency which you may be pleased to apply 
for or which from my knowledge of their tenor may appear to 
me to contain information which may be eventually useful to 
you. 

4- Being of opinion that your being attended by such 
Yackeels on the part oE those Chiefs as, from their general 
intelligence as well as from their knowledge of our character 
and our manner of conducting business, may eventually be of 
service m enabling you to keep up a friendly inteicourso with 
their masters, I thought it expedient, some time ago, to direct 
the Yackeels of the Chiefs m question to proceed to Kurnaul 
to join you there, and accompany you when you should 
advance towards Putteealah, which they accordingly did I 
at the same time communicated information of the measure 
to the Chiefs and explained the object and motives thereof 
I understand the Yackeels have now joined you m camp A 
list of their names is transmitted herewith As they have 
long resided at Dchli, I am persuaded that their zeal and 
exertions will acquire additional animation from their personal 
knowledge of you, and from those feelings of respect and 
attachment which that knowledge is calculated to inspire 

5 Having been instructed by Government to furnish 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief with an accurate list 
of the places seized by Runjeet Sing between the Jumna 
and the Sutledge during 1ub late expedition, I transmitted to 
Head Quarters the most accurate account which I could 
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obtain. A copy of it accompanies this letter Being diffi- 
dent, however, as to its complete accuracy, I have requested 
Mr Metcalfe to transmit to His Excellency as perfect a 
list as may be procurable. 


9. From A, Seton, Esquire, Resident at Debit, to N B Edmon- 
stone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the Political 
Department , Fort William, — dated the 15th of January 
1809 

1 have this day been informed on the part of His 
Excellency the Commander-m-Chief that he had authorized 
the immediate advance of the detachment under the command 
of Lieutenant- Colonel Ochterlony. His Excellency at the 
same time acquainted me that the advance had been 
authorized at the recommendation of Mr Metcalfe, and that 
gentleman had informed him that Runjeet Sing had actually 
dispatched orders to withdraw the detachment of his troops 
from Umballa, — a circumstance which leads me to conolude 
that the intelligence stated m the Putteealah newspaper of the 
9th instant, to which I advoi ted in my letter of yesterday to 
the Military Secretary to the Commander-m-Chief (a copy of 
which accompanied my lettei of the same date to your 
address), was well founded 

2 I this day received a letter from Rajah Bhaug 
Sing communicating his arrival at Kurnaul and asking me 
whether I would advise him to proceed to Dehli according to 
bis original plan, or to repair to Colonel Ochterlony As it 
forcibly struck me that, under existing circumstances, the 
presence of the Rajah would be much more useful with the 
detachment under Colonel Ochterlony than at Dehli, I 
recommended to him to join that officer -without delay A 
copy and translation of my letter to him upon this occasion 
h re transmitted enclosed 

3 I also have the honor to enclose a copy and translation 
of a letter which, with reference to the present state of affairs, 

I have this day addressed to Rajah Saheb Sing^of Putteealah. 
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Exciosimr (1) to 0. 

Tiantlafion of n httrr from the Jireidmf at Dchh to Rajah 
Rune Sno, trrit/m the loth January 1S09 

I n\xr hip( received \our frictullj lettci acquainting mo 
tint \ou lntl proceeded tn Kttrnnul in (lie hope of meeting 
Colonel OJiterlonv, Imt that, on a our aimnl (here, you found 
lie Ind left tint place and repaired to Clnlkamh, and 3011 
conclude 1>\ asking whether i( w onld be advisable that yon 
tdiould proceed to Clulhanali (o meet Colonel Oclilerloii}, or 
that 3011 fliould come (o Delili 

After \our late long jonrnevF, it gnes me Fineerc pleasure 
to find (In' \ ou are in good health and Ime reached ICurnaul 
m , -afot\ 1 know 3 our in* nl*>, and am a sincere wcll-w lslicr 
to 3011 and 30iir= 

Yon a^lc me whether I would advise \ou to proceed to 
Colonel Odtlcrlom or to lepur to me at Dohli friend, 

\ou 1111 t be sensible (bat nothing could gne mo greater 
]iltaa„ro than (o pee 3011, but, n c 1 desire to gratif3 one’s self 
mint ever gne 11 a\ to public business and to a fciifo of 
propnch, and is upon the present occasion 3onr being with 
Colonel Oehtcrlom*, who, as well ns 1113 self, is an old fnend of 
X our*-, appears to me to be desirable, I tlunk it best to dcn) r 
m3 self the pleasure of peeing 3011 at Dclili and to recommend 
to von to 30111 Colonel Oclilcrloii3’ You must have a perfect 
lceolleclion of the representations which 3011 repeated^ made 
to me in ]\1 irch last when at Dchh, and must be convinced 
that the first and immediate object of the measures now 
adopting b3 r the British Government is the secnrit3 r and 
piescnntion of yourself, Ttajab Sahcb Sing, Blij’C Laul Smg 
and the other Sikh Smdars on tins side of the Sutledgo, who 
have deserved well of that Government It is, therofore, 
highly proper that you should nccompauy Colonel Oohtorlony 
when he piocccds towards the Sutledgo with the detachment 
which is now’ about to maicli for 3’om benefit I recommend 
to 3’ou, llicrofoic, to proceed to him as speedily as possible 

4 
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Letter from 
tlio Resident 
at Delhi to 
tlio Chief of 
Jhind 


Should you liavo anything to commumcato to me, I 
lequcst tliat you will state it in a letter and deliver to Colonel 
McGrath, hy whom it n ill he foiwaidcd to me Whatever it 
be, you mil of couiso make it known to Colonel Ochterlony 
when you icach his camp With him you should have no 
lesorvo I enclose a lcttei, which I request you will present 
to him on your arrival 


I sincerely wish you a safe journey and a speedy and 
happy meeting with Colonel Ochterlony 

P S — When you see or write to your son Koor Pcrtaub 
Sing, I request to bo lemcmbcrcd to him m the kindest 
manner I hope he has not forgotten mo I recollect with 
great pleasure our late meeting at Delili 


Enclosure (2) to 9 


Letter from 
the Resident 
nt Delhi to 
the Chief of 
Palidla 


Ti anslation of a letter wnttcn on tlic 15th January 1S09 hy the 
Resident at Dchli, to Rajah Sjueb Sjeo of Rutteealah 

(After the usual complimentary exordium ) 


On the 14th of this month I acknowledged a letter 
fiom you which reached me on the preceding day You will 
no doubt have leceived it Your proved attachment to the 
Biitish Government is well known to its rulers, and is a 
source of great gratification to them They will ever take 
the most lively interest m your safety and welfaie. It is 
known to all that, m confoimity to this sentiment, the 
principal object of the measuie now carrying into effect by 
that Government is the maintenance of the security and 
prosperity of yourself, Rajah Bhaug Sing, Bhye Laul Sing 
and other Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge, who have 
claims on its protection This being the case, there cannot be 
a doubt that when Colonel Ochterlony proceeds towards the 
Sutledge with a detachment assembled for your preservation 
you will evince the most unequivocal maiks of zealous and 
unalterable attachment of the British Government. 


Continue to consider me as your friend, and to rejoice me 
With good accounts of yourself. 
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10 From Jacutcnant-Coloncl D Ocmcrro^r, Commanding a 
Ditaehment on the North-West Frontier, to N B Bi>3!0\- 
ero\j, Require, Secretary to Government in the Political 
Department, Fort William, — No 1, dated Camp Dadoo - 
pore, 1 miles north of Boorcah, xrcst ban h of the Jumna, 
the 16th of January 1S09 

1 nvM the honor to acquaint \ou, for the information of 
the Right Ilon’hlo the Goxernor-Gcnerol m Council, that in 
consequence of orders from Hi*. Bxcellencj the Commnnder-m- 
Cliicf I marched this morning with the force under my 
command from Clnlkanah nnd crossed the Jumna at n a cry 
fine ford about five miles abo\c Boorcah and am non encamped 
on the western hank of the Jumna. 

2. I lmc just recoixed a u^it from the Dewan of 
Bugwnn Sing of Boorcah, accompanied by the nephew of the 
latter, a boj of about ten jears of age, who delnered mo a 
letter from his unde express e of his high satisfaction that 
the British Go\ eminent has assumed the protection of the 
conntn, and assuring me that he should soon seek n personal 
intenicw, though recent urcum ‘.lances had compelled him 
to submit to a temporising policy, and lie now was with 
Moliktim Sing on the nest bank of (he Sutledge at Plnlonr 
or Ludeeana Ghaut Goordut Sing writes me from Ins place, 
Jjodoooh, where lie armed two dais since, in terniB of fnend-' 
ship, but seems to enteilain expectations and refers me for 
information to a Vakeel who wall hereafter attend i 

3 Rajah Bliaug Sing is on Ins way to join me from 
Kurnaul. 

4 Bliunga Sing, and Clicyn Sing, the Dewan of Sahib 
Sing, are reported to lmc left Buttceolnh, and I think it 
improbable that any Chief on this side of the Sutledge can he 
so blind to his own interest as to embrace the cause of 
Runjeet in any determination he may have foimed to lesist 
the British power , nor would it perhaps be cither politic ox' 
just in this early stage to consider men as his adheients who 
are merely associated from necessity. 

5 Time and information wall discloso those who are 
cordially attached, if any are so, and till then I shall consider 
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Progress o£ 
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nil as friends, observing in a military point of view every 
precaution. 

6. I liave issued tlio most positive orders against 
plundering, and shall take tlie utmost care that their 
prejudices are not offended 

7 With many I am personally acquainted, and I am 
persuaded they are generally so n ell informed of my 
disposition and character as to know that I will not encourage 
false hopes or groundless pretensions, nor attempt to allure 
by false piomises 

8 It appears to me, however, as ai ery probable event 
that the Rajah of Lahore may descend from the high tone he 
originally assumed, and so fai perceive lus true interest as to 
make a voluntary offer of the principal and original objects 
of Mr Metcalfe’s mission unclogged and unembarrassed by 
any stipulations Should his jealousy, yielding to apprehension 
or converted into confidence in the known good faith of the 
British Government, induce lum to solicit those points which 
he would not at fiist concede, I beg to be informed if such 
proposals are also to bo referred for the decision of the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor-General, or whether I am authorized 
to form any treaty, and on what basis 

9. I have just received the directions of Colonel Mar- 
shall, under the orders of His Excellency the Commnnder-m- 
Chief, to halt on the ground till further orders 


Arrival of 
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11 From Lieutenant- Colonel D OcnxuBLONr, Oommanding 
a Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N B Ed- 
monstone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, Fort Wil- 
liam, — No 2, dated Damp Dadoopore, west hank of the 
Jumna, the 18th of January 1809 

In continuation of my letter under date the 16th instant, 1 
I have now the honor to inform you that the Yakeel of 
Goordut Sing, Ladooah, arrived yesterday in my camp, but 
has not yet entered into any explanation of his master’s 
views or intentions. 


1 10 supra 
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2. It cannot Lave escaped tLe leeollection o£ tLe Right / 

Hon’ble the Governor-General that the hostile conduct of ( 
this Chief and his avowed enmity to the British name i 
and Government occasioned his expulsion from Kurnaul and 
the small district of Junjana in the Dooab, and that m a 
conference with Mr Metcalfe he is declared by the Rajah 
of Lahore to be “regarded as a Father ” Under these j 
circumstances it is unlikely that Gooidut Sing should be , 
influenced by any motive hut self-mteiest to co-opeiate with 1 
a British force, and m as far as his possessions are on 
this side of the Sutledge that self-mteiest is evidently m , 
our favor 

3 This Chief, however, m common with many others 
who have been considered friends, and some who have received 
large grants fiom the Butish Government (Bhye Lall Sing 
and Rajah Bhaug Sing), has benefited very considerably by 
tho encroachments of Runjeet Sing, and, though his Yakeel 
has not yet entered on tho real objects of his mission, I am 
fully convinced that he will solicit a confirmation of the 
grants which have been made to him by that Chief, either 
as a gratuitous leward, a retaining fee, or under certain 
stipulations of service 

4 From the instructions with which I have been Restoration of 
honored it appears to be the immediate intention of Govern- 
ment to assume and lestore all the conquests of Runjeet Sing Sin 6 h 
during his late expedition m September to the original posses- 
sors, and I have received m consequence a list or statement 
of these recent acquisitions fiom the Resident at Delhi , but, 
as the Rajah of Lahore has been long encroaching on the 
territory on this side of the Sutledge, and occasionally making 
grants of such acquisitions to his adherents, as m the case 
of Goordut Sing, some of the Chiefs have consequently been 
enriched at the expense of others , and those who have 
benefited by his assumptions will, of course, be adverse to 
any interference which will deprive them of the advantages 
they have gained, whilst those who have suffered from his 
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Restoration of usurpations will lie naturally deBirous to re-aequire their 

usurpations 
of Ran] it 
Singli 

5. As I am dubious ■whether it is the intention o£ 
Government to take any retiospectivo view of the encroach* 
rnents of Itunjeet Sing and his bountiful distribution of 
the pioperty of others, I feel at a loss what reply I shall 
make either to those Chiefs who are now m possession by 
his grants or to those who may claim the restitution of 
their lands on the ground of long established right For 
instance, the territory of Roy Illias of Kioto Jugrnowa and 
Ludeeana, has been divided amongst Rajah Bbnug Sing, 
Goordnt Sing, Jisswnnt Sing and Futteh Sing, Ullooah, 
m different proportions, whilst a very small portion is left 
to the Ranee for hei personal expenses 

6 As all these usurpations have taken place and the 
grants bestowed since the Tieaty of Peace with Maha Raja 
Doulut Rao Somdia, it would seem advisable, on the same 
punciple of justice which demands the restoration of all 
the distucts acquired in his late expedition, that the territory 
of Kote Jugraowa should be lestored to the Ranee, — an 
act of justice which would afford us all the interest and 
influence which gratitude could give on the spot which is 
now deemed the most eligible as a military position, and 
the command of a fort (Lodeeana) which may prove of 
the greatest consequence in our future operations 

7 Bkye Lall Sing is now with Runjeet endeavouring 
to obtain similar favors from the man against whom he 
was amongst the most solicitous to obtain oui protection 

S I shall submit my doubts on this subject to His 
Excellency the Commander-m-Chief and Mr Seton requesting 
then instructions and sentiments, but, as it is possible the 
same doubts may have arisen m their minds, and as it 
strikes me to be of particular impoitance to obtain early 
information of the precise intentions and wishes of Govern- 
ment respecting the extent of the retiospect, I have preferred 
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soliciting an explanation direct through you than nsking 
the least unnecessary delay. 


12 Fiom A Setox, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to N B 
Edzioestoxe, Esquire, Secretary to the Government m the 
Political Department, Fort William, — dated the 18th 
January 1809 

1 ye stem) ay had the honor to communicate to you, foi 
the information of the Bight Hon J ble the Governor- General 
in Council, the latest political intelligence which I had received 
from the Punjaub 

2 In the newspapers which have arrived m the course of 
this day it is stated that on the 10th instant Baiah Bunjeet 
Sing arrived at Umritser from Lahore, and that Mr Metcalfe 
was expected there on the following day Of the arnval of 
Bunjeet Sing at Umritser, there cannot be a doubt, since the 
circumstance is mentioned by Jugun Laul, our news-writer at 
that place He also states that Mohkum Sing, Dewan, one of 
the confidential servants of Bunjeet Sing, with Jodh Sing of 
Bamgur and other Surdars and troops, had proceeded to the 
Sutledge and reached the neighbourhood of Philour on that 
river, adding that he intended to cross it without delay and 
30m Gamdeh Sing, who commanded at Umballa It is not 
easy to reconcile this with the accounts stated m the last 
newspaper from Putteealah relative to the evacuation of 
Umballa, which by no means indicates m Bunjeet Smg that 
spmt of hostility which might be inferred from the conduct of 
his Dewan 

3. Kheyalee Bam, our news-writer at Putteealah, states 
in his intelligence of the 14th instant that a person by 
name Bhye Goor Buksh had arrived there on the part of 
Bunjeet Smg for the purpose of desiring Bajah Bhaug Sing, 
Jeswant Sing and Cheyn Smg (the confidential servant of 
Bajah Saheb Smg) to attend his master at Umritser. I 
think it, however, very unlikely (more especially under the 
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cncumsfcanco of the advances o£ Lieutenant- Colonel Ocliter- 
lony’s detacliment) that any part o£ tlic requisition will 
be complied with 


13 From A Seton, Esquire, Resident at Dehh, to N R 
Fdmoxstone, Esquire, Secretary to Qoiernmcnt in the 
Political Department , Fo 1 1 William^ — dated the 19th of 
January 1809 

Kefnsal of In my dispatch of yestciday to your address I had the 

Patiila to° f honor to observe that a peison called Bhyo Goor Bulcsli had 
wait on Ran] it ariived at Putteealah on the part o£ Rajah Runjeet Sing 1 for 
Sme ' 1 the puiposo o£ rcqunmg the attendance o£ Rajah Bhaug 

Sing, Jeswant Sing and Chcyn Smg (tho principal and most 
confidential officer o£ Rajah Sahob Smg) From intelligence 
of a subsequent date it appears that, when tho object of 
Bhyo Goor Buhsli’s visit was explained to Rajah Sahob Sing 
by Cheyn Smg, the latter observed that Jeswant Sing might 
go if he chose, hut that none of Ins (Salieb Sing’s) people 
must accompany him, adding “ Rajali Bhaug Sing’s hav mg 
gone to Kurnaul is a most foitunate circumstance, as it 
furnishes me with an excellent pretext foi not sending Chej n 
Smg It is only with tho British Government that I have 
any concern or connection ” When Bliye Goor Buhsli 
was mtioduced to Rajah Salieb Smg, he expressed his 
astonishment at Itajah Bhaug Sing’s having proceeded in such 
haste to attend the English gentlemen, although he must 
have heard of his (Bliye Goor Buksh’s) deputation Rajah 
Saheb Smg replied that Rajah Bhaug Smg could not well 
avoid going, as he had been repeatedly solicited 

2 I mention these circumstances because in my 
humble opinion their very minuteness seems to me to evince 
the partiality of Saheb Smg to the British Government, and 
plainly to shew the line of conduct which he will adopt in 
the event of circumstances rendering it necessary for him to 
take a decided part m the present difference between that 
Government and Rajah Runjeet Smg 
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14 . Fiom Lieutenant- Colonel D Ochteezone, Commanding 
a Detachment on the North-West Frontier , to N B 
Edvoestoee, Esquire, Secretary to Government m the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, Fort 
William, — No S, dated Camp Dadoopore, west hanh of 
the Jumna, the 20th of January 1809 

In my letter of the 17th instant I had the honor to 
inform you that Rajah Bhaug Sing was on the "way to 
join my camp, and I have now the pleasure to acquaint 
you that he arrived on the afternoon of the ISth, having 
been met at a short distance from camp by my Major of 
Brigade. 

2 He yesterday paid me his fiist visit, when, as usual 
on these occasions, the conversation turned on general subjects 
•with \ ery little allusion to any matter of sufficient importance 
to claim a recital The only thing woitliy of notice ivas a 
question whether I corresponded with Mr Metcalfe, and 
when answered in the affirmative, he requested to know the 
latest news I replied that the Rajah promised much, but 
performed nothing, on which he observed that the Rajah’s 
counsellors disagreed amongst themselves and kept him in 
a fluctuating state 

3 This day he again sent me word that he intended to 
call, and, soon aftei receiving my leply that I should be 
happy to 6ee him, he waited upon me unattended by any 
one but a confidential Moonshy and a Vakeel 

4 After the usual complimentary enquiries, he informed 
me that a person from Sirdar Jodh Sing solicited through 
him an introduction to me in order to ascertain my orders 
aud to explain his master’s situation He went on to state 
that Jodh Sing, having been long in the service of Runjeet 
Sing, had received from him many years since a grant _of 
certain land west of the Sutledge, and very lecently some 
other giants on this side the same river , that m consequence 
of the favois he had received he was unwilling to shew 
himself the first to desert that Cluef, and on that account 
he wished to lie excused paying me a visit at the present 

5 


Arrival of the 
Baja of Jhind 
in Lieutenant- 
Colonel Och- 
teriony’s. 
camp 


Advances 
made by tbe 
Chief of 
Kalsia and 
action of 
Lientenant- 
Colonel 
Ochtcrlonyv 



Advances 
made In tlie 
Chief of 
Ivaltia nnd 
actiou of 
Lieutenant- 
Colonel Och- 
tcrlony 


Conversation 
with Raja of 
Jlund 


84 LUDHIANA AGENCY HE CORDS, 1808-00 [ Crap. 

moment notwithstanding the camp was so near his residence. 
He further assured me that it was Jodh Sing's determination, 
m the e\ent of hostilities, to 30m the British Army, and 
that all he wished was to delay our meeting till my armal 
at Putteealah, when his conduct would he countenanced and 
supported by the Suidars in general. 

5 I replied to the Rajah that at this moment we 
were m a state of amity with the Rajah of Lahore, which I 
hoped would continue, and that so far as related to Jodh 
Smg I did not wish him unnecessarily to injure himself 
with Rajah Runjeet Sing, that I respected his character 
for biavery and general candor, and would readily dispense 
with his visit at this moment, hut, as a proof of his future 
intentions, I requested a written assurance to that effect and 
his word as a soldier that, m the event of supplies being 
sent thiough his possessions for my camp, he would afford 
every assistance in his power in forwarding and protecting 
them if requisite 

6. I observed m continuation that this was a proper 
time to inform him what I wished to be generally known, 
that I had received orders to lesume and restore all conquests 
made by Rajah Runjeet Smg m his late expedition , that 
of co urse not only the lands on this . side the Sutledge lately 
granted to Jodh Smg would be rest-01 cd to the original 
possessors, but t hose w hich he himself and our other friends 
had obtained at or since that period ~w6uld~shareT the same 
fate, for it was to prevent injustice and oppression that we 
had been invited' to interfere, and the security they would 
obtain m their own ancient possessions would indemnify them 
for the loss of places which they held at the wile of a man 
whom they had experienced was actuated only by interest 
and would not scruple to resume what he had so given or 
even the districts they had long held 

7 The Rajah did not hesitate to declare himself pleased 
at my explicit declaration, and congratulated himself that 
he should lose only four thousand rupees by its being earned 
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into effect He then requested to know what was to be done 
with the earlier conquests of Runject Sing 1 , and I frankly 
told him I had not received orders on that subject, hut had 
applied for them, and till then I did not wish to give any 
answer for fear of deceiving one party or encouraging 
another. 


8. I requested Rajah Bhaug Sing to explain all that 
I had said fully in their own dialect to the Vakeel of Jodli 
Sing, both ns to what related to him and of the resolution 
to restore all places sewed since September, and they left 
me with the strongest assurances of that Chief's good-will 
and of Ins joining me at Pullccalab. 

0 From the whole of the conversation, which lasted 
a considerable time, I thought it was evident that the Rajah 
considered that every Chief on this side tho Sutlcdge would 
co-operate with us cordially notwithstanding some might 
sustain loss by tbe resolution to restore tho recent conquests, 
and it was no less apparent that ho thinks Runjeot Sing 
very desirous to avoid wnr, though his own never-ceasing 
jealousy and the counsels of others arc not unlikely to inv olv o 
him m one. It was evident from the wliolo tenor of the 
conversation that Rajah Bhaug Singh was anxious foi tho 
advance of the detachment and that ho thought the Chiefs 
on this side would not be led to declare themselves till its 
amval at Putlccalah. 


15 From A Setox, Esquire, Resident at Dchh, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Djrw OciiTEnioxr, Commanding a Detachment 
on the North-West Fionticr, — dated the 23rd of Lanuamj 
1809. 

I n awe been honored by the receipt of your letter of tho 
10th instant to my address, accompanied by copies of jour 
dispatches of the samo date to Mr Secretary Edmonstone, 
and of tho 19th to tho Military Secietary to Ilis Excellency 
tho Commandor-in-Clnef, on tho subject of tbe expediency of 
extending the lequisition to Runject Sing foi the surrender of 
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Ins Ia{o usurpations on (Ins side of the Sutbdge to stub dis- 
tricts as neie conquered by bun m that qu irU.r prior to 
bis Into expedition in the latter end of the ytir 1808. 

2 As this appears to mo to be a question upon vhich 
Government lias, in a manner, decided bj dor luring that the 
requisition shall, “for tho present,” be limited to the lute 
conquests of Itunject Sing, bj informing ISTr ^letealfc that 
caory question of retrospectiac restitution in to be “considered 
ns a subiect of reference,” and b} oldening in its httcr of 
political instructions to jou, under dale the 20th December, 1 
that “the detachment was to be eunfinllj employed in 
resuming the conquests made In Bunjecl Sing ou this side of 
the Sutledge during his l,itc expedition, ” it strikes me to be 
the intention of Goacrnment that nothing should, “for the 
present,” he done with respect to those acquisitions, ailiich 
might liaae a tendency cither to alarm Runjcct Sing, or 
to raise expectation and encouragement in the minds of thoco 
from whom the districts in question liaae been wrested 
But, as it is now brought forward as a matter upon which 
doubts hare arisen, and with respect to winch Goacrnment 
may bo desirous of baaing the sentiments of its executne 
officers m this quaitcr submitted for its consideration, I shall 
communicate to you without resera e the light in ninth it 
appears to me 

3 As by the Treaty of Peace concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah in December 1803 “ the w ho le o f the territories, 
rights and interests of that Chief in the countries to the 
northward of those of the Rajahs of Jeypoor and Joudpoor ” 
were transferred to the British Goacrnment, that Government 
had an unquestionable nght to exercise ca cry poaa er of inter- 
ference which Scmdiah had been m the habit of exercising 
with respect to the Sikh Cluefs between the Jumna and the 
Sutledge, and although the justice, liberality and moderation of 
its political system induced it to decline that vexatious and pil- 
laging species of interference which is the invariable practice 
of Native Powers ton aids weaker and inferior States, and 

1 4 tupra 
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which Scmdinh would unquectionabl}' lmc exorcised had Ire Interpretation 
remained m possession of Delili and its dependencies, still rognrdin^tho 
(hero cannot, I think, he a doubt of the right of the British 
Go\ eminent (o assume the exercise of the power in question Smgli 
(he moment Hint its political security rendered that conduct 
nece^nn . The meie non-exercise of a power, while un- 
accompanied hj any declaration, can nerer he considered as 
( mlamonnl to the relimiuishmeut of the right of exercise. 

4 Until the latter end of the 3 ear ISOS this necessity 
docs not appear to ha\c existed It was then that Itnnject 
Sink’s real character became full} Icnown It was then 
that his torritonal usurpations, heretofore nnconsidcrable and 
remote fiom the British frontier, assumed, from their in- 
creasing magnitude and pioxinut)', an aspect which, by 
threatening the tranquillity of our pronnees, required our 
immediate interference for the support and protection of the 
pot t y Sikh Chiefs in our aieinitj, whose power and independ- 
ence were menaced with annihilation This interference on 
our pul became the more neccssar} from the circumstance 
of jRunieet Sing’s lmmg repeatcdl} declared to the British 
Xn\o> in his camp (hat he considered himself warranted 
to subjugate all the Sikh Chiefs between the Jumna and 
the S titled pc, and fiom its being evident that the completion 
of such subjugation made part of the sjstem of that restless, 
ambitious and oppiessive Chieftain 

5. It is indeed true that 111 the early part of the year 
1S08, when the protecting lnterfcicncc of tho British Gov- 
ernment was solicited I13 tho gi cater part of tho pettj r Chiefs 
m question, tho reply which they lecencd to their then 
application was of a general nature, but it is to be observed 
that it contained an acknowledgment of their merits dunna: 
the late war which was calculated to ruse m their minds 
an expectation that, m the moment of extreme need, they 
would not be abandoned hy the Government which made 
that acknowledgment 

6 The interference thus solicited has now taken place. 

But its operation is declared to be limited to the effects of the 
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Interpretation last expedition of Runjeet Sing, and to Ins -usurpations on 
regarding the the left bank of the Sutledge during the latter part of the 
year 1808 In the 83rd paragraph of the letter of instructions 
Singh. from the Political Secretary to Mr Metcalfe, under date 

the 21st October, it is expressly declared that “ it is not 
the intention of Government to require from him, at -the — 
present moment, the surrender of those districts, on this side 
of the Sutledge, which have been long in his possession, 
although they may have originally belonged to the Rajah -of — — 
Putteealak , 33 and in the 35th paragraph of the same letter 
Mr Metcalfe is informed that “ m the event of the point of 
the restitution of the district in question (t e, Runjeet 
Sing’s former conquests) being agitated in the course of his 
discussions with the Rajah," he is to state it to he a 
ff subject of reference to his Government " Such being the 
positive instructions of Government, every political requisition 
to Runjeet Sing and every communication made to the petty 
Sikh Chiefs should, I conceive, have reference to them. 

The question now proposed I understand to be whether, with 
reference to the nature and effect of such of Runjeet Sing's 
usurpations on this side of the Sutledge as were made sub- 
sequently to the peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, hut prior 
to the year 1808, it might not he proper to solicit the orders 
of Government as to the expediency of exercising a certain 
degree of retrospective interference with respect to them also, 
by requiring that the lands taken from their rightful Chiefs 
by Runjeet Sing m the district m question, during the 
interval above described, should he restored. 

7 The question seems to me to he very nice, and to 
he susceptible of being viewed m a great variety of points. 

It may be examined on the grounds of justice and on those of 
policy , and on each of those grounds it appears to me that 
much may be urged both for and against letrospective 
interference. 

8 In support of the justice of the measure it might be 
alleged that, as the successor to the power of Scindiali, 
the British Government had from th q first (that is, from the 
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conclusion of pence in 1803) nn undoubted right to interfere 
for the prevention of encroachments of the Sikh Chiefs 
upon each other, and that, if the right be exeioised during 
the latter portion of the period, it appears consistent to 
exercise it during the former part also, more especially when 
it is considered that many of the petty Sikh Chiefs who 
in March last solicited tho protection of the British Govern- 
ment obtained part of the territories wrested from those who 
were the first victims of Ilunject Sing’s violonce. In favour 
of tho policy of the retrospection it might be urged that by 
restoring to the ancient and rightful owners all the districts 
of this description we should establish a claim on tlieir 
friendship and gratitude, and thereby create a degree of local 
influence which might eventually be beneficial , wheieas by 
leaving those lands either m the actual and immediate 
occupancy of Runjeet Sing himself, or m the possession 
of dependants, we transfer to them that influence, and thereby 
disgust tho ancient proprietors In the 6th paragraph of 
your letter of the 18th instant to Mr Secretary Edmonstono 
you seem to me to place this argument m the strongest 
possible point of view by applying it to the predicament 
of the ancient proprietors of Ludhianeh 

9 On the other hand, it might be urged that, as 
the usurpations m question took place long befoie the 
British Government declared its intention to interfere , as 
they have for some time been m the undisturbed possession 
of the present occupants , as no application for protection 
was made to Government by the dispossessed parties , and as 
their restitution was not m the contemplation of Government 
when it first opened the present negotiation with Runjeet 
Sing — they may now be said to have, to a certain degree, 
received the prescriptive sanction of time, and that that 
Government is not bound to demand their surrender. Tho 
later conquests on this side of the Sutledge having been made 
pending the reference to the British Government relative 
to Runjeet Sing’s right to make them, tho demand of iJtcir 
surrender seems so fair and reasonable that even Runjeet 
S mg hims elf appears sensible of its justness But tbe 
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of the orders 
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usurpations 
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Singh. 


retrospective requisition, from its l elating to matters -which 
during the early part of Mr Metcalfe’s mission seemed to 
he admitted, might have the appearance of retracting an 
acquiescence which had "been tacitly given, and, as such, might 
he considered by Runjeet Smg as vexatious and unjust In 
favor of the policy of refraining from retrospection it might 
he alleged that, whether the distucts in question he m the 
occupancy of Runjeet Smg himself or in that of Bhaug Smg, 
&c , hy leaving these persons in. undistuihed possession, we not 
only forbear to irritate, but we gratify the present occupants ; 
that from the vicinity of our detachment the influence arising 
from the occupancy cannot he considerable, and that from 
the facility with which we could at any time dispossess 
the holders they might be regarded as holding the lands 
by sufferance, and that the indulgence might perhaps he 
considered as a pledge of the inoffensive conduct of the Chiefs 
in question. 


10. Few political arrangements are totally fi.ee from 
some degree of hardship On the present occasion it might be 
desirable to make a general retrospective enquiry into all 
tenures and occupancies of land, and to restore to every 
dispossessed person that which he may have been deprived of 
since the conclusion of the late treaty with Scindiah , yet 
even this might not be entirely satisfactory, or completely 
conformable to the dictates of justice, Bince, consideiing the 
distracted state m which the country to which these lemarks 
relate has long been, it is probable that many of the 
persons dispossessed by Runjeet Smg weie themselves 
usurpers oi the favorites of usurpers 


11 Upon the whole, I confess it appears to me 
that the refraimng-fromT'ietiospective interference would be 
the hue of policy tlicT least ' embarrassing, and that on the 
grounds above stated the British Government adopting 
that line could not be considered by the dispossessed parties 
as unjust towards them In my humble opinion, the great 
difference between merely leqoiring the sunender of the late 
usurpations and the extending the demand to those which. 



I ] LUDHIANA AOENOY RECORDS, 1808-09 


41 


were effected prior to Mi Metcalfe’s mission consists in tlii6, Interpretation 

that, though neither of them made a part of the onginal regarding tho 

object of his deputation, yet the late usurpations became 

almost immediately (and with tho Rajah’s own consent) a Smgk. 

matter of reference to the British Government, while those 

of n more ancient date never came under discussion If, 

therefore, their surrender were now claimed, it might induce 

Runjeet Sing to supposo that every concession on his part 

was to bo followed up by a new requisition on ours, — an idea 

which might alarm and irritate his mind in the extreme 

This, I tbinlc, would by no means be desirable, as Government 

can have no object in rendering that Chief an irreconcilable 

enemy, but must rather wish tho reverse, provided it can 

bo done without sacrificing our rights, committing our 

dignity, or endangering our security Tins dcsiro on tho 

part of Government to avoid all unnecessary irritation of 

Runjeet Sing’s mind, and to give as little offence ns possible 

to his feelings, is stiongly and clearly expressed m the 7th 

paragraph of Mr Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch of tho 

30th November to my address, 

12 "While I acknowledge tlicso sentiments to be sub- 
mitted with tho utmost diffidence, I confess them to be the 
result of much deliberation and of an attentive, comparative 
reference to tho seieral letters containing Government’s 
instructions on the subject In all these it appears to mo 
to bo the intention of Government to limit its present 
requisitions to tho rcccnl usurpations of Rajah Runjeet Sing 
After a careful inspection of these documents I do not find 
any instructions which presenbe tho requiring the restitution 
of all tho conquests of that Chief From the tenor of your 
letter of tho 18th instant to my addiess and from the 
2nd paragiaph of your dispatoh of the following date to the 
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, you appear to be of opinion that the dispatch of the 
20th December from Mr Secretary Edmonstone to my address 
differs in some respects from the instructions transmitted 
to you for your guidance and seems to imply retrospection 

6 
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Yot on an attentive le-poiusal of the dispatch in question I 
do not find that it differs from the olliei documents con\ ey- 
ing 1 the mstuiclions of Government on the subject In one of 
Mi Secictary Edmonstone's dispatches of that date it is said 
that “the Go\einor-Geueral m Council will at the same limo 
commumcato to Ilia Excellency the sentiments and wishes of 
Government on tho measures to bo pursued with respect to 
tlioso places on this side of the Sutlcdge which ha\o been lately 
seized and aro at present occupied by tho troops of the 
Rajah of Lalioie 33 And in another dispatch of tho same date 
to my address reference is made to “ the sentiments of 
Government regarding the march of tho detachment and the 
expediency of speedily resuming tho usurpations effected by 
Rajah Runjeet Sing dui mg his fate expedition on this side of 
the Sutlcdge, 33 and I am directed to " furnish His Excellency 
tho Commander-in-Chief with an accurate statement of tho 
places sewed by Rajah Runjeet Sing during that expedi- 
tion and at present occupied by his troops 33 

16 From A Seton, Esquire, Resident at Delhi, to N B Envo\- 
stone, Esquire, Secictary to Goi eminent in the Fohtical 
Department, Fort William, — dated DchL, the Soth of 
January 1809 

In my dispatch of tlie 15th instant 1 to your address, I 
had the honor to acquaint you that, m reply to a reference 
from Rajah Bhaug Smg, I had lecommonded to lum to 
relinquish his intention of proceeding to Dehli, and to repair 
to camp to Lieutenant-Colonel Oeliterlony I have now the 
honor to transmit a copy and translation of the Rajah's answer 
to my letter upon that occasion 

2 With reference to the subject of the dispatch m ques- 
tion, I have now the honor to acquaint you, for tho information 
of the Right Honorable the Governoi-General m Council, 
that I have this day received intimation from Colonel 
Ochterlony that on the 18th instant Rajah Bhaug Sing 
reached his camp, and on the 20th paid him a visit, dur ing the 
course of which most satisfactory explanations took place on 

1 9 supra 
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both Fide 5 Colonel Oehteilony observes that lie took that 
opportunity to explain, in a candid but fncndly manner, 
to the Bajah tint tbe British Go\ernmenl considered itself 
bound, in honor and in justice, to require from Rajah Runjcot 
Sing the restitution to the rightful owners of all lands seized 
by lnm during Ins late expedition to the southern bank of the 
Sutlcdge, and that, as reason and equity reepured that a 
"’measure of that description should be conducted with 
impartiality, even lie (Rajah Blnug Smg\ notwithstanding 
the fnendty disposition of the British Government towards 
him, must not expect to be exempted from its operation 
With the frankness of this communication the Rajah appeared 
to be much pleased, and w ith a candour which did him honor 
obsened that by the effect of the sjstcm of restitution ho 
would not lose a country j leldmg above Rs 4,000 annually 

3 The comeisation, as Colonel Oehteilony fuitkcr 
informs me, then turned upon Jodh Sing, the Sikh Chief of 
Chichiroulec, in the vicmilj of Booreah Rajah Bhang Sing 
obsened that Jodh Sing was well disposed towards the 
British Government, but, having received obligations from 
Runject Sing, he was unwilling to be one of the first Chiefs 
who appealed to abandon him, on which account he could not 
with piopriety wait upon Colonel Oehteilony, jiotwitlistanding 
the vicinitj' of the camp to lus place of rendezvous, adding, 
liowcvei, that, in the event of hostilities taking place, lie would 
join the Bntish army, but could not take that step until it 
reached Putteealah, w hen he would be kcqit m countenance by 
other Sikh Suulais With this assurance Colonel Ochterlony 
declared lumsclf perfeetl) satisfied, and obseived that, under 
the delicate circumstances stated on the pait of Jodh Sing, he 
did not desne to be then visited by lnm, but that he desned to 
receive an nssuinncc in writing to the effect of the above 
declaration, as also a solemn promise on the pait of Jodh Sing 
that that Chief w ould facilitate the passage of supplies sent 
thiough his country to camp 

4 Fiom the naturo of the conversation it appeared 
evident to Colonel Oehteilony that the Rajih was of opinion 
that the Bntish Government might depend upon the 
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Friendly co-operation o£ every Sikh.ChieLon this_g.de o£_the_Sutledge.. 
the Kaju°of He "will no doubt address you himself ere long on the 

Jhfnd. subject In the meantime I have deemed it my duty to 

submit, although in an imperfect state, the substance of the 
communications which I have received from him He seems 
to be decidedly o£ opinion that the meie advance of The 
detachment will be attended with the happiest effect. 


Enclosure to 16 

Translation of a letter from Rajah Bravo Sing to the Resident 
at Delili, received on the 25th January 1809 

Alter expressing my wish for the invaluable happiness 
of waiting on you (which is indeed beyond description), I beg 
leave to submit, for your favorable consideration, that I have 
had the extreme happiness of receiving your kind reply to 
my letter, m which out of your goodness and kindness you 
have directed my attendance on Colonel Ocliterlony, who is 
proceeding to this quarter expressly for the protection of 
myself and of the other Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge, 
and that I should join him with my troops 

Condescending Sir, my zeal and attachment to the British 
Government under every circumstance, whatever they may 
have been, must be well known Previously to the receipt 
of your letter I had reached Kurnaul with the design of 

waiting on you and on the Colonel In this interval it 

was that I had the honor to receive your gracious answer 
to my letter directing me to attend the Colonel with all 
expedition In conformity to your gracious orders I reached 
Booreah by successive marches, and there I had the distin- 
guished honor of meeting the Colonel 

The kindness and favors with which you have always 
loaded me have even been exceeded by those of the Colonel. 
Still, as you are the guardian of the concerns of the great 

and the small in this quarter, you must continue the cordial 

kindness which you have hitherto extended to us In the 
degree that we hope for our welfaie from you, we never can 
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hope to see our ■welfare so promoted by another as it has been Fncnaiy 
piomoted by you May Almighty God long pieseive in health tlic Rn^a'of 
and in recollections o£ us your noble and beneficent life 1 We Jlund 
lme ever} assurance that in the protection of the British 
Government our prosperity and welfare will in every respect 
be found 

I am at present in attendance on the Colonel and will 
obey whatever orders may be gnen. Of this, you may rest 
assured You kindly 6 ny that on business of importance I 
should write to jou through Colonel McGrath Accordingly 
I wrote to you through the Colonel from Kurnaul on a 
subject very interesting to me, and I depend on you for its 
arrangement. The English letter to the address of Colonel 
Ochtcrlony enclosed in 3 ours to mo has been submitted to him. 

Belying on your favor and kindness, and trusting that 
you consider me as a zealous adherent to the British 
Gov ernment, I liopo you will always keep me m remembrance, 
and honor me with your gracious letters, m which I consider 
my happiness included. 

F iS — Your faithful servant Pertanb Sing hopes you 
will accept his humble respects. Ho 1 prides himself on your 
former kindness and rocollcction of him. 

17. From N D Eduo'.storb, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, to Lieutenant-Colonel OcnTEBionr, Command- 
ing a Detachment on the North-West Frontier, — dated 
Fort William, the 30th of January 1809. 

As tho intelligence lately received of the favorable change Eovisod orders 
in the aspect of affairs on tho Continent of Europe justifies a 
conviction that the projects of Franco against the British Military post 
possessions in India must, if not entirely abandoned, at least frontier Un;iab 
lie so far suspended as to render any extraordinary and 
immediate preparations of defence unnecessary, the views and 
intentions of Government under which youi instructions of the 
SlDtli ultimo 2 weio framed are materially altered The object ~ 
of stationing a military forco m the territories of the Sikh 

1 The son o£ the Btija 
5 4 iii pra 
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Chiefs south of the Sutledge, which before had rcfercnco 
to the appioach of a Emopean enemy, is now limited to tho 
seemity of tho territory between the Sutledge and Jamna 
against the encroachments of Rajah Runjeot Sing , and tho 
reduction or subversion of the power of that Chieftain, which 
under other circumstances was considered an event highly 
dcBiiablc, and expected to be a probable consequence, though 
not a settled purpose, of the approximation of our troops to the 
frontier of the Punjaub, is no longei of the same importance 
to our interests. The Right Honorable the Goteinor-General 
therefore, although still resolved on grounds distinct from the 
eventual invasion of a European enemy to protect tho 
territories in question from the encroachments of Rajah 
Runjeot Smg, is disposed, with a view both to facilitate an 
accommodation of the differences w ith that Chieftain and to 
remove that source of irritation and of mutual distrust 
which the presence of a British force ncai the frontier of tho 
Rajah is calculated to create, to fix the position of the 
detachment at a much gi eater distance from the frontier of 
tho Punjaub than was originally intended, if not to withdraw 
it to Kurnaul, and the necessary communication upon this 
subject has accordingly been transmitted to His Excellency 
the Commander-m-Cluef, from ivhom you will receive instruc- 
tions regarding the position of the detachment undfcr your 
Command That part of the instructions of Government 
addressed to you undoi date the 29th of December theiefore 
which relates to your eventual communications with the Rajah 
of Lahore and with the Chiefs and subjects of his Govern- 
ment is inapplicable to the cncumstances above described 

2 In the event of an open rupture with the Rajah of 
Lahore occasioned by the necessity of expelling his troops 
from the territories south of the Sutledge, Government has 
authorized a pacification on tho pnnciple of anangement 
above stated, deeming the substantial and only essential basis 
of such a pacification to be that the Rajah shall withdraw his 
Loops from the territories south of the Sutledge, which is to 
be 'considered as forming Jbhe bouudaiy of his dominion in that 
direction ’ ~ 
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3 Under present, cucumstances, therefore, tlic Governor- 
General in Council deems it udusablo that any communications 
it l th the Rajah which may be found necessary on tins occasion 
should continue to be conducted by Mr Metcalfe (who, m the 
cient of Ins being compelled by the liostilo conduct of the 
Rnjnli to retire, has been directed to join the British troops 
in the field) u he! her it should be proper that ho should repair 
to the Raj ill’s camp or confer u ith the Rajah’s Vakeels in our 
own , but in the lattei ca«e, the Officer in Command will be 
united to him in conference 1 :, which m either case are to bo 
conducted under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief 

4 If a military post had to be maintained on the 
Rajah’s frontier, Goa eminent would have continued to think 
the Officer m Command at that post the most convenient and 
proper channel of communication with the Rajah, but for the 
single object of accomplishing an early pacification tho 
Goicrnor-Gcncral in Council thinks it proper to continue the 
powers of Mr Metcalfe, who is either now, or was very 
recent Ij , in the exercise of similar functions and has been for a 
considerable time m constant habits of intercourse with the 
Rajah and his ministers. 

5 Copies of this dispatch will be transmitted to Ilia 
Excellency the Coinmandci-in-Cluef and to the Resident at 
Delhi. 


18 From A Sztoz, Esquire, Resident at Dehh, to N B. 
Edmo^stow, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Fohlical Department, — dated Dehh, the 3rd of February 
1809 

I think it my duty to addiess you for the consideration, 
and orders of Government on the subject of a letter which I 
received from Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, Commanding 
tho Detachment now r on its march towaids the Sutledge As 
the letter m question, although lelatmg to public matters, is 
not strictly speaking official, my transmitting a copy of it 
might perhaps bo deemed lnegular I shall therefore confine 
myself to the communication of the substance of its contents. 


Revised orders 
regarding the 
location of a 
Military post 
on tho Punjab 
frontier 


Proposed 
appointment 
of Cnptam K 
Stnart ns Por- 
sian Interpret- 
er and Assib 
tant to Liou- 
tenant Colonol 
Ochtorlony 
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2. After some introductory remarks on tlie nature and 
duties of the political branch of his situation. Colonel 
Ochterlony proceeds to observe that, in the course of his 
intercourse with the Sikh Chiefs and others, and for the 
purpose of making the requisite reports to Government on the 
sub 3 ect, a Persian Interpreter appears to him to be indispen- 
sable, and that, as his English correspondence may eventually 
prove voluminous, he is of opinion that a Head Assistant 
would greatly tend to facilitate the dispatch of business 
With a view to those points. Colonel Ochterlony further 
observes that, partly from personal knowledge and partly from 
general report, he has roason to behove that Captain Kenneth 
Stuart, formerly an officer m the Marbatta service and now a 
resident at Delili, is eminently qualified to discharge the 
double duty in question, and ho accordingly suggests to me 
(in the event of my sentiments relative to Captain Stuart coin- 
ciding with lus) the expediency of its being submitted to 
Government as his opinion that the nomination of that 
gentleman to the situation of Persian Interpreter and Head 
Assistant would be attended with benefit to the public service. 
In further support of the expediency of the measure, Colonel 
Ochterlony observes that in the event of the command which 
he now holds devolving upon another, either from some 
accident happening to him or from any other cause, it would 
be extremely desnable that some person should be in readiness 
to explain to his successor the then state of tho intercourse, as 
also to make him acquainted with the views, characters and 
conduct of the Sikh Chiefs with whom he may have been 
negotiating, and to point out to him such parts of the English 
and Persian correspondence as might be deserving of his par- 
ticular attention, and to put him m complete possession of the 
knowledge of all the acts, plans and intentions of his pre- 
decessor, — advantages which, as Colonel Ochterlony observes, 
could not he obtained from a reference to native servants, who 
generally consider themselves rather as attaohed to the peisons 
than to the offices of those by whom they are employed 

8 From the preseitt situation, of Colonel Ochterlony 
I think it my duty to lose no time m making known to 
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Government the nature of Ins desire, and the grounds and 
considerations in winch it originates 

4 - To no one could the task of addressing Government 
upon this subject have been more giateful than it is to me 
fiom its giving me an opportunity of beaung testimony to the 
uncommon merits of Captain Stuait, whose talents I consider 
to he no less extraordinary than his indefatigable and success* 
ful cultivation of them is praiseworthy In point of honorable 
principles, respectable character, amiable, conciliating manners, 
excellent conduct, great ability and useful acquirement, I am 
enabled by long acquaintance to say with some degree of 
certainty that Captain Stuart, as a perfect gentleman and a 
complete man of business, would do credit to any situation, 
while his thorough knowledge of the languages of this country 
and the customs of the natives renders him peculiaily well 
qualified to discharge the duties of the office now m question 

5 On these grounds, permit me most respectfully to 
seek the favorable consideration of the Eight Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council* 


19. From Lieutenant-Colonel D OcnTEEio\r, Commanding a 
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N D. 
Edvo\sto\e, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, Fort Wil- 
liam,— No 4, dated Camp near Putteealah, 4th February 
1S09 

Since my last from Dadoopore dated the 20th ultimo 
nothing has occurred deserving the notice of the Eight 
Hon ble the Governor-General, as the Chiefs who joined me 
on the march contented themselves with general but amiable 
professions or interested enquiries similar to those I had 
already reported, and deferred every discussion of a politics! 
nature till our arrival at Putteealah, where a general meenrr 
of all the Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge had 1^= 
previously settled. 
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Surrender o£ 
Ainbnla to i 
Rnm Din 
Hour, and lior 
gratitude 


Advance to 
PatnUa and 
rnvita from 
and to the 
ltnjn 


2 Previous, however, to my march from Dadooporc and 
before I had sent the summons I intended to the Officer in 
Command of the Rajah of Lahore's troops, I received intima- 
tion by rcpoit of tho evacuation and surrender of Umballa 
to tho agents of the Ranee Ljah Kootir, which ms 
confirmed on my nrriv nl at my ground, a march distant from 
that place, by her people, and shortly after by the Ranee 
lieiself, who insisted on waiting on me veiled to hear her 
Vakeels expiess her giatitude for tho interference of the 
Bnlisli Government and her restoration to her possessions. 

8 Of this place, its revenue nud management I shall 
havo tho honor to submit a detailed report when I am more 
assured that I can depend on the accuracy of the information 
I havo obtained At present I shall only say that the 
oppicssion of her Dewan was a general subject of complaint 

4 Several of tho villages of this distnct having been 
given by the Rajah of Lahore to Rajah Blinug Sing and 
JBliye Lall Smg, I had an opportunity of observing the very 
cheerful and ready obedience of the formci to the wishes 
and intentions of Government by Ins instant compliance 
with my desire that he should withdraw his tliannahs and 
put the Ranee in possession, which occasioned as immediate an 
acquiescence on the part of Bhye Lall Slug's Vakeel, who 
knew his mastei too well to think he would wish to he 
outdone by the Rajah in any maik of respectful attention, or 
affoid any additional suspicion of his views in still continuing 
in tho suite of Rajah Rnnjeet Smg 

5 On my arrival at my camp about 13 miles distant 
from this place, I was met by the Dewattn of Rajah Sahib 
Smg, who after a veiy short conversation seemed eager to 
mfoim me that my approach was most desirable and most wel- 
come, and anxious to do away with any unfavoiable impression 
which might have been made by the Rajah's recent interview 
and engagements with the Rajah of Lahore, assuring mo 
that they weie dictated by the most mgent necessity and 
alone cou ] d have saved Putteeallah fiom the grasp of Runjeet, 
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with whom its possession had long been a favorite object, as 
implying the aotual sovereignty ovei, and consequent homage 
and tnbnte of, every Chief on this side of the Sutledge 

G The letters of the Rajah had previously given 
tho same assurances in still strongei terms, and as I maiched 
past on tho morning of the 2nd instant the Rajah came 
out of the town to meet me, requesting me to- consider~his- 
house as mine and the city as the property of the British 
Government 

7 I should not dwell on these expressions so common|in 
the East if the tone and manner had not evinced the sincerity 
of tho sentiments expressed and shewn that his mental 
imbecility had not rendeied him uninformed of the dangers 
he had escaped or insensible of the benefits to be expected. 

8 I paid him my fiist visit yesterday accompanied by 
Bugade-Majoi Biownngg and Lieutenant Brooke, Quarter 
Mastei, and dming tho whole time of my stay he lepeatedly 
expiessed a childish joy m being deliveied fiom all apprehen- 
sion of the Rajah of Lahoie by the protection of the British 
Government Tho character of this Prince is too generally 
known to render it necessary foi me to enter into any 
descuption I shall only mention one cncumstance in eluci- 
dation, viz , that, although the visit was intended to be at an 
eaily hour, we did not receive intimation that he was leady for 
oui reception till past noon, and I was subsequently informed 
that this long delay was occasioned by the joint but fruitless 
endeavours of all the Chiefs to admit his son, a youth of 
about 12 years old, to be present at the ceremony 

9 Whilst waiting m expectation of the leturn of my 
visit to the Rajah, I received a visit from Rajah Bhaug Sing 
of Jcend, who was accompanied by a confidential person 
in the service of the Rajah of Lahore , and, as the conversation 
which took place was of considerable length and importance, 

I beg leave to refer to the accompanying notes. No 1, 1 which 
weie taken by my order the moment after he took his leave 

1 Not traceablo m the Punjab Record* 
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10. I si. not perfectly convinced that the Bight 
Hcnfble the Governor-General -nil approve either cf the 
imormnoijn given or argmn.er.ts used on this cc-oasoo t , trot 
I eor-scdered that a clear and candid explanation vxnid he 
most likely to remora the cordis o' the Bajah cf Lahore 
and prove to him that his otm stospidors and coomnct had 
slona led to the assembly cf the army -rhich ercioed his 
apprehensions hy their advance to the S sol edge, and tooh some 
the force I mas crrsdnahv destined to 


pairs to pros 
command of iom 


stmci 


:tr evmcec 


•*-"h n — 


y intentions 
the cetath- 


and pacific riems o' the British Gove 
ment did not enceei many posts established in com om 
territory and that the larger fierce room sent originated in 
his having ordered his army from, a distant expedition to 
the banks of the Satledge. mhlch nr finally led to a supposition 
that he meant to oppose its establishment. I a!so> remarked 
that Mr. Metcalfe’s assonances had a c h o ir-! to» the finCeso 
confidence. as do eorld not doit he observed that “hen ever 
any question arose cn nhieh he felt hesitation cr corbt he 
tmitcrmly declared it mas a srdjeot of reference to Hs 
Government, but cn this he had no reserve, and explicitly 
declared mhai mas expected from the Batch axd intended 
hy ns In c-onclasion I observed oh 
advisable that he shonld prove bis coo 
cf Hr. Metcalfe by o riming his army to 
he gave proof that he no longer harboonei 
io miarht lead to the Treat- he atroeared so anxioots to oh: 


odence 




— ird= d bv 


II. I Lr.e fast tarred mith the Ba’ah 


1-1 o- 


:n I 


exomgsd tne <^_al presents and received repeaoeeny the 

at onr first interview. I shall have the honor cf 
adaressmg yooi to-morrow ani have cody now to alt that the 
D= arm, Cheyr Sirs 1 marohes moth me in cmmrd of — .t 
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20 From Lieutenant -Colonel D OcnTFmo\r, Commanding a 
Detachment on the North-Wat Frontier, to N D Edmo^- 
cro\r, Require, Secretary to Qoicrnmcnt in the Secret, 
Fohtical and Fonujn Department, — No o, dated Camp 
near MttUatr Kolia, 9th February 1809 

W'nrv I transmitted my Inst dispatch and mentioned 
im intention o£ addressing 3 on the following day, I hoped 
tint I lnd oiereome the spirit of procrastination so common 
with the mines, and should he enabled to forward tho most 
authentic proofs of the general good-will and satisfaction 
of the sc\eral Sikh Chieftains who Ime claimed and received 
the protection of the British Goiernment 

2 Tho delay which has taken place, however, has not 
changed m 3 opinion of their sentiments, hut is solely to ho 
attributed to their habitual indolence, which requiring tho 
continual application of stimulants ceased to operate with 
nn early departure from Putleealah, and may also be ascribed 
to the dntres c ed stale of Rajah Sahib Sing’s finances, who 
finds it difficult to raise the adianccs requisite for the troops 
lie intended, and I am persuaded wished, should proceed 
with me. 

3 I marched, in obedience to my orders, on the 5th 
instant from Putteealah and encamped at Nabah, where I 
was recened b} Rajah Jcswunl Sing with equal but moic 
decorous satisfaction than has been shown by tho Rajah 
of Putteealah 

4 This Chief is considered next in rank, and from 
his superior sense possesses superior influence, to the Rajah 
of Putteealah, and, although I had declined all interchange 
of presents with lesser Chiefs, I found that the distinction 
with which he had been treated by Lord Lake and the 
respect m which he was generally held rendered it necessiry 
to depart from the resolution as well with him as the Rajah 
of Putteealah, and usits of ccreraoDy with the usual exchange 
of presents consequently occurred. 
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Arrnnl of 
Lionfonaut 
Colonel Och 
teilony at 
ISablia nnl 
reception 


Arrival at 
Mulcr Kotla 
Treatment of 
Chief hj Baja 
ltan jit Singh 


5 Tins Chief has leceived very considerable grants 
fiom Runjeet Sing of his early conquests in the Fuslee years 
1214 and 1215, and is consequently appiehcnsive of suffei- 
mg fiom the inteifeienee of the Butish Government , to his 
verbal and written i uteri ogations on this subject I sent 
a lettei, the copy of which I have the honoi to transmit • 

6 It will be my first object to procuie, as soon as 
lei6uie and oppoitumty afford the means, a full and explicit 
statement of all the earliei conquests and grants of Runjeet 
Sing and transmit them to you for the information and 
decision of the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General in 
Council, and until that information is obtained I would 
wish to decline offeung any decided opinion on the subject 

7 It, however, appears to me at present, from the 
anarchy and confusion hitheito prevalent, that my first 
appeal to the Right Hon'ble the Governoi-General m Council 
lespecting retrospective restitution, though founded on my 
ideas of general justice and a repugnance to countenance 
the oppressions of the powerful ovei the weak and the 
defenceless, would, if attended to, lead to such a variety of 
intricate claims as might perhaps perplex and embarrass 
the most upright intention and give general disgust without 
affording individual satisfaction , and to this observation 
I may venture to add that the policy which induced the 
Rajah of Lahore to bestow his favors on the Chiefs of most 
power and influence may perhaps dispose the British Govern- 
ment to continue them. 

8 From Nabah, after a halt of a day at the earnest 
solicitation of the Rajah, I marched to Amer Gurh and 
yesterday aruved at this place, the residence of a venerable 
and much lespected Patan Chief called Utta-oola Khan, 
from whom the Rajah of Lahore, as mentioned in Mr 
Metcalfe's dispatches, levied^ a very _ heayy___cqntrib ution in 
ready money and for the payment of the balance demanded the 
securities of CKeyn Sing, the Dewan of Sahib Sing, Rajah 
Bhaug Sing, Jeswunt Sing and - Bhye Lall ' Sing, whose 
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thannalis and collectors I found established in eveiy pait 
of the Patau's teuitoiy. 

9. As the late accounts from Mr Metcalfe Indicated a 
more pacific disposition m Rajah Runjeet Sing, I considered 
it advisable to embrace the pietevt for delay affoided me 
by their establishment to enfoice the orders of Government 
by reinstating the Patan Chief m his foimer authonty , 
and I have much satisfactiou m lepoitmg to the Right 
Hon'ble the Goveinor-Geneial that this act of justice has 
been completely effected this day, without demur on the 
part of tne several pretended securities and to the great 
joy of the Patan Chief, who but a few months since 
anticipated anothei usit fiom the Rajah of Lahore, which 
would doubtless have tcimmated m his absolute expulsion 
and ruin. 

10 My letters fiom Mr Metcalfe, under date the 
3id instant, indicate a greatei confidence in the Rajah's 
evpiessed intention to concede every point which has been 
demanded, and my own intelligence fiom his Court mfoims 
me that his mother-in-law has urged him in the most 
earnest manner to avoid hostilities with the Bntish power, 
which, as coming fiom one who has so much cause of com- 
plaint and dissatisfaction, will probably hare greater weight 
at this moment than he has been accustomed to pny to her 
lfepiesentations 


21 Translation of a Precept or IttillaJi-nameJi under the seal of 
General St, Leger and under the seal and signature of 
Colonel OcnTERLONT, written the 9th February 1809, 
corresponding to the 23rd Zel Htjeh 1223 Hijeteh 

The British Army having encamped near the frontiers 
of the Maharaja Runjeet Smg, it has been thought piopei 
to signify the pleasure of the Bntish Government by means 
of this Precept, m order to make all the Chiefs of the 
Maharaja acquainted with the sentiments of the Bntish 


Arrival at 
Miller Kotla 
Trcatinont of 
Clnof bj l?a-|a 
Ranjit Siugh 


Intelligence 
from Libore 


ProJaniatio.19 
133110(1 b\ 
General St 
Legei and 
Colonel Oeh 
tcrloii.l 



Proclamations 
issued b\ 
General St 
Legcr and 
Colonel 
Oclitcrlouj 


5G LUDHIANA AQDNOY RECORDS, 1808 09 [ Chap. 

Government, ■winch lunc solely for tlicir object and aim to 
confirm the friendship with tho Mahaiaja and to present 
any injury to his country, the piesenalion of friendship 
between the two States depending' on particular conditions 
which are liorcby detailed 

The Thannahs m the Fortress of Khurr, Khanpore and 
othor places on tliiB sido of the River Sutlcdge uhicli hare 
been placed in the hands of the dependants of the [Maharajah, 
shall be laiscd and the same places lestorcd to the ancient 
possessore. 

The force of Ca\ ally and Infantry nhicli may hare 
crossed to this side of the Sutlcdge must bo recalled to the 
"other side of the country of the Maharajah 

> The troops stationed at the Ghaut of Philour must 
i march thence and depart to the other side of the river 
'las descubed, and m future tho tioops of the [Maharajah shall 
;nevei advance into the country of tho Chiefs situated on this 
I side the river, who bare called in for their security and 
i protection Thannahs of the British Government, but if m tho 
‘ manner that the British have placed Thannahs of moderate 
numbei on this side of the Sutlcdge, if in the like manner a 
small force by way of Thannak be stationed at the Ghaut of 
Philour, it will not bo objected to 

If the Maharajah persevere in the fulfilment of the abo'v e 
stipulations, which he so repeatedly professed to do in 
presence of Mr Metcalfe, such fulfilment will confirm the 
mutual friendship In case of non-compliance with these 
stipulations, then shall it be plain that the [Maharajah has no 
regai d for the fiiendskip of the Butish, but on the contrary 
lesolves enmity In such case the victorious British Army 
shall commence every mode of defence 

The communication of this Precept is solely with the 
view of publishing the sentiments of the British and to 
know those of the Maharajah The Butish are confident 
that the Maharajah will considei the contents of this Pieeept 
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ns abounding lo Jus real advantage and affords a conspicuous 
proof of their friendship, that with their capacity for war, 
they are also intent on peace. 


Proclamations 
issued by 
General St 
Legor and 
Colonel Och- 
terlony 


(True Translation ) 


K. B STUART 


22 Translation of another Precept, without date. 

A Precept or HttUal-namcI was formerly written on 
the 9th Februnry 1S09, corresponding to the 23rd Zee Hijek 
1223 Ilijerch on the subject of c\acunting Kburr, Klianpore, 
Furreedkote, and other places situated on this side of the 
Sutledge, and, although onlj Kkurr, Khnnpore and Furreedkote 
nro immediately reqimed to be evacuated, orders not having 
jet been recened regarding the places more antecedently 
placed in the hands of the dependants of the Maharajah , 
accordingly for the satisfaction of the mmdB of tho Maha- 
rajah’s Chiefs, this Precept is gi\ on, and tho preservation of 
friendship between the two States is included m the condi- 
tions to be mentioned — ■ 

That the dependants of the Maharajah immediately 
raise their Tlmnnahs from the places of Kkurr, 
Khan pore and Fiureedkoto and restore them to the 
ancient possessors. 

That in future the troops of the Maharajah shall not 
enter into tho country of the Chiefs on this 
side of the River, who for their safety and 
protection have called in Tkannahs from the British 
Government , 

That the force of horse and foot under Gunda Sinrr, 

O/ 

who have come to this 6ide, shall be recalled to 
the other side to the Maharajah’s own country , 


8 



53 J.VF1UAXA AOrXCY XrCOJWS, JG^M £ Our 


Prncliunril'omi 

in 

Ocnfml St 
l.ri,cr nml 
Colonel Och 
terlon} 


Th it the force i tnluijial jit Pliilmtr Ghaut tlnll imrdt 
thence nml dopnrl mlo the Rajah’s country on 
the other ude the Sull-tlge; 

Tlmt in the same manner that the Untodi Into 
placed itmn.ll Tlmnnahs, to eln.ll tlu. MnharajnU 
only place nt Plulour Ghaut n force 1>} a, a} of 
Tlinmmh anil adequate to the nctevut) 


By Rich nets the continuance of friendship hetr.ren 
the tno States mu} he expected, hot in cove of non-agree- 
ment to the nho\o conditions, then shnll it npp nr tint 
the Maharajah has not nl heart the prtvenntion of friendship 
between the two States. 


(Tmc Translation ) 
K 13 STUART.) 


23 From X J3 Lnvo:.STO\r, Fsqiurc, Chief Seore/cry io 
Qovmimcnt, lo Lieulcnanl-CoJorcl Ocnr/:r.LO'.r,— (hUd 
Fori Jf'tlltam, Ihc 13th of IMmciry 1809. 

Pestomtion oE I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

Kanjit^siagif, un ^ cr dale the 20th ultimo, 1 and to signify to a on the Right 

Order* of Hon’blo tho Goa crnor-Gencml in Council’s entiro approbation 
Go\ eminent 

of your communications to Rajah Bimug Sing, both on tho 
subjects of Jodh Sing and of the restitution to the original 
proprietors of the lands usurped by Rajah Runjcct Sing 
during lus Into expedition, although by such restitution tho 
Sikh Chiofs may be dopnaed of some part of their actual 
possessions , and you a\ ill observo that the prmciplo stated 
by you on that occasion to Blnug Sing is m exact conform- 
ity to tho tenor of tho instructions of Government conacycd 
to you in my dispatch of the Gth instant, and tho Goa ernor- 
General m Counoil ohservos with satisfaction Bhang Sing’s 
acquiescence in tho justice of that principle, and confidently 
trusts that it will ho general among all tho Sikh Chiofs 
who may be affected by the intended restitutions, 

1 14 ttipro 
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PA Fiom Lieutenant-Colonel D Ocrterlonf, Commanding a 
Dvhichment on the North-West Frontier, to N 3 
Edvo^sto'ke, Esgmrc, Secretary to Government %n the 
Secret, Eoli heal and Foreign Department,— -No 6, dated 
Camp near Nut tin, 9 miles south-east of Loodeana, the 
liih of Fehruat y 1S09 


‘When' I transmitted my last dispatch from Mu! lair 
Ivotla it -was my intention to have proceeded dnect to 
Loodeana, but these intentions having been pievented by tbe 
arrival of Vakeels from tbe Rajah of Lahore, and fiom 
circumstances which arose out of their arrival, I judged it 
most advisable to pursue a north-easterly direction, which 
Would shorten my distance from the ultimate point of my 
destination and enable me to form a speedy junction, if 
necessary, with the army commanded by Major-General St. 
Leger. 


Discussions 
with Yak Js o£ 
Eanjit Singh 
Halt of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel 
Ochterlony’a 
force 


£. In forming this decision I was influenced by a firm 
conviction that it was not tbe wish of Government to 
engage m hostilities whilst accommodation was practicable, 
and if war was inevitable it would be unadvisable to run 
any risk when success could be insured. 


8. My report to Major-General St Leger accompanies 
this dispatch, and I have great satisfaction m adding that 
the line of conduct I adopted has been honored with his 
approbation 

4. Shortly after my arrival on my present ground, 
tbe Vakeels were introduced to me by Rajah Bhaug Sing, 
and soon entered into a long and tedious enumeration of 
various grounds of complaint which tbe Rajah had or 
pretended to have against Mr. Metcalfe for an undue reserve 
on points m which their principal was particularly interested 
and desirous of information, and specified in proof his 
answers relative to the conquests of the Rajah previous 
to that gentleman's arrival at his Court. 
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Discussions 
with Vakils of 
Eanjit Singh. 


6 I heard everything they had to say without the 
slightest interruption, and then told them that, although 
the subjects they had mentioned were not immediately in 
my province, I felt no objection to assign what appeared to 
me the obvious reasons of the reserve of which they com- 
plained. Mr Metcalfe in answer to all the Rajah's enquiries 
had invariably given the same answer, that it was a point 
for reference, and if that reference has not been made, and 
a decisive answer obtained, they must attribute it solely to 
the delays and repeated breach of promises which Mr 
Metcalfe had experienced in the fulfilment of the previous 
requisitions, and which, if I remembered rightly, Mr Metcalfe 
had candidly declared must be executed before any other 
subject could or would he discussed , that if Mr Metcalfe had 
received the proofs he required of the friendly disposition of 
the Rajah, he would doubtless have instantly solicited the 
decision of his Government, and before this an answer would 
have been obtained No improper reserve could therefore 
justly be attributed to Mr Metcalfe, and the question being 
at this moment in a state of uncertainty was indubitably 
to be ascribed to the conduot of the Rajah himself, 

6 When they urged the suspicions and apprehensions 
of Runjeet Sing, I replied that, even if Mr, Metcalfe's 
assurances had failed of their due effect m quieting the 
mind of the Rajah, he ought to have been convinced by 
events and circumstances which had recently fallen under 
his own observation that an increase of territory was by 
no means an object with or a wish of the British Govern- 
ment, as he might have reeolleoted the immediate unsolicited 
restoration of a considerable territory to JeBswunt Rao 
Holkar and our long resistance of the repeated and earnest 
supplication of the Chiefs on this side where we had an 
indubitable right to exercise our interference In conclusion, 
I observed that the right to the places in question was 
certainly, as Mr Metcalfe observed, a subject of doubt, but 
it might not be unworthy the Rajah's serious consideration 
how far it was advisable for him to engage in hos tili ties 
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on subjects declaredly reserved for reference, and -whether it 
would not be time enough to involve himself in such a contest 
when he found that the decision was unfavorable to his 
pretentions 

7. How far the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General 
may approve of my engaging in such a long and particular 
conversation I acknowledge I feel diffident, but, under the 
impression that the views of Government were perfectly 
pacific, X hope it will not be thought that m entering into 
such an explanation I conceded anything inconsistent with its 
charaofcer, dignity or honor 

8. It is a sacred duty in me to report faithfully every 
transaction, and it will be a source of sincere regret and morti- 
fication if His Lordship should think that my explanations 
have exceeded the limits of duty or propriety. It is, how- 
ever, I trust, warrantable to add that this appeared to make 
a very strong impression on the minds of the Vakeels, who 
after paying me some compliments on my candour and 
sincerity most earnestly solicited me to halt for five days, 
until the whole of the conversation should be made known to 
the Rajah 

9 A report of this conversation was immediately made 
to Major-General St Leger, and I must confess that, if there 
is any impropriety m a compliance with their urgent solicita- 
tions, it is justly to be attributed to my opinion, which the 
General condescended to ask, viz , that from the late letters 
from Mr Metcalfe and the altered conduct of the Rajah the 
delay could not have any injurious, and might produce the 
most beneficial, consequences. 

30 It is with pleasure I add that the first measure of 
the Vakeels was to order Gunda Sing and the troops on this 
side of the Sutledge to cross, taking the responsibility of the 
measure on themselves, and my accounts late last night 
informed me that the whole were withdrawn. 


Discussions 
with Vakils 
of Ran] it 
Smgh. 


Halt of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony’o 
detachment 
near Lndh- 
ldna. 



C2 LUDHIANA AGE NO 7 RECORDS, 1808-09. [ Chap. 


Arrival o£ 
forco nndor 
Llcatcnant- 
Colonol Och» 
tcrlony near 
Ludhldna. 


Tenure of 
LudMAna and 
desire of tho 
Baja of 
Jhmd to 
eielmngo it 
for Kamfil. 


05 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D OcirTvno.'.r, Commanding a 
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N D, 
EnuohSTONE, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, — No 7, dated 
Camp near Loodcana, the 18th February 1809. 

IN my dispatch lx T o. G 1 I had tho honor to report my 
proceedings up to tho 12th instant, and I ha\e now the honor 
to acquaint you that the promised time of oui halt expiring 
on tho night of tho lGth, I maiched yesterday morning with 
tho approbation of Ma 3 or-General St. Leger to tins place, 
which I leached without tho slightest interruption about 
10 o’clock a. at., and took up a Btrong position with my rear 
to the town and a nullah covering my front and flanks. 

2. To the west of the town, and on an cminenco 
which completely commands it and the norlhern and western 
faces, is a fort of considerable extent, which, though out of 
repair, might I apprehend bo of the gieatcst use m defending 
our post should this he tho place ultimately decided upon, 
and the ground mound affords elevated situations for the 
construction of field ledoubts On this important point I 
shall ho assisted by the moic scientific opinions of Colonel 
Kyd, who intends minutely to examine and report the result 
of his investigations to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chiof. 

8. The object of my wilting m this early stage of the 
business is to re-advert to the circumstance of the district 
being one of the earlier conquests of Raja Runjeet Sing from 
the widow of Roy Mias and by him bestowed on Rajah 
Bhaug Sing, his maternal uncle, one who, notwithstanding 
that connexion and the favors of Runjeet, I believe to be most 
sincerely desirous of restraining his encroachments and 
anxious to benefit by the avowed protection of the British 
Government. 

4) This Chief, however, in common with all those who 
have received grants from Runjeet Sing, is very anxious 
respecting the extent of retrospective restitution, and hopes a 

1 24 supra 
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confirmation from Government of all landB obtained from that 
Chief They do not, or will not, seem to regard the injustice 
of the act, indeed, seem rather inclined to defend it on the 
plea that the death of the heir of Roy Illias had placed it 
m the hands of a woman unfit and incapable of managing 
eo extensive a property, and who had m fact no legi tima te 
nglit to tho possession 

6 This Chief, adverting to the expressed desire of 
Government to establish a post on the left bank of the 
Sutledge, has already intimated to me Ins wish of exchanging 
the district of Loodeaua for Kuinaul, which he states to be 
of only equal value and nhioh he says the Mundul Patans 
are very desirous to relinquish 

6, In reply to this intimation, I reminded him that until 
the orders of Government were received his right to this 
district must be considered as m a state of suspense, but that 
I should make known his wishes to the Right Hon'ble the 
Governor-General m Council and to Mr. Seton, with whom it 
was probable such an arrangement, if acceded to, would 
ultimately rest I am not aware that his assertion respecting 
the dissatisfaction of the Mundul Patans is founded on fact, 
and if it is it probably arises from the same cause which 
would deter them from the acceptance of this remote district 
equally surrounded by Sikh Chiefs, and consequently equally 
liable to tho inconveniences and embarrassments , but if there 
appears no objection to this exchange, m any other point of 
view, it would seem desirable to introduce a Mussulman Chief 
where there are already a great number of that persuasion 
and who must be more devoted to us than we can ever expect 
a Sikh to prove. 

7 It may not be improper in this place to remark that, 
from a very attentive observation of their conduct and con- 
versations ever since my first knowledge of them to the more 
recent experience afforded me by this oommand, I am disposed 
to bolieve that, though very earnest and sincere in their wishes 
for the British interference to guard them against the 
rapacious visits and extortions of the Rajah of Lahore, no 


Tenure o£ 
Lndhi&na and 
desire of tho 
Eaja of Jhtnd 
to exchange it 
for Kama! 


Views of 
Colonel Och- 
terlony as to 
the attitude 
of tho Sikh 
Chiefs. 



G4 LUDHIANA AGENCY BE COEDS, 1808-09. [ Ciur 


Desire o£ tho 
Raja of Jhfnd 
to exchanga 
LudhiXna 
for Kamdl. 


cordial co-opcrntion is to bo expected from them m tbc e\cnt 
of actual hostilities with that Chiefs ns I am persuaded they 
connect tho subjection of Ins territory and dominion with tho 
extension of their on n power as a nation, and, though I am 
fully aware of tho disaffection which his ambition, tyranny 
and oppression have excited in tho Punjab, I am still dubious 
whether without previous stipulations the ‘Western Chiefs would 
desert his standard and subject themselves to foreign interfer- 
ence, differing so essentially in manners, customs and opinions 

26. From A. Setox, Esquuc, Resident at Dehli, to Lien - 
tonant-Oolonel D Ociiteelo^t, Ludhianch,— dated (ho 
24th of February 1809. 

1 have tho honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of tho 18th instant, on the subject of the nature of 
Rajah Bhaug Sing’s tenure of tho district of Ludhianch, 
his desire to relinquish that district for purgnnnah Kurnaul, 
and tho expediency of tho British Government’s agreeing to 
that arrangement. I have also received your dispatch of 
the same date on the same subject to Mr Secretary Edmon- 
stone, loft open for my perusal 

2 In my humble opinion the exchange would be a 
measure extremely desirable, in the event of the position now 
taken up at Ludhianeh by the detachment under your 
command being permanent. At the same time, however, it 
does not appear to me that, even in that case, the fixing 
the Mundul Patans in Ludhianeh, instead of continuing them 
at Kurnaul, is an object of sufficient importance to induce 
the British Government to make any very great sacrifice 
for its attainment, since the attachment of Rajah Bhaug 
Sing will, at all times, facilitate the procurement of supplies, 
and secure the general good-will of the district, in an equal 
degree, perhaps, to what might be expected were it m the 
possession of the Mundul Patans 

8 I do not, however, think it likely that the latter 
would agree to the exchange, for, though I have had no 
opportunity of sounding them on the subject, I am suffi- 
ciently acquainted with their general sentiments to be 
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convinced tliat they would not consent, without the utmost 
reluctance, to an arrangement which removed them still 
further from the Doaub, to which they anxiously wish to 
return In the 6th paragraph of your letter to Mr Secretary 
Edmonstone you have expressed with accuracy the sentiments 
which I am persuaded they entertain Their dissatisfaction 
with K urn uul (which is very great) originates m causes 
which would operate still more strongly with regard to 
Ludluaneh, viz , remoteness from their former possessions, 
and its being surrounded by Sikh Chiefs If, however, 
Ludluaneh wore fixed upon as the permanent place for our 
military position, and if, on political grounds. Government 
deemed the acquirement of still greater local influence in 
the distinct a matter sufficiently desirable and important 
to lead it to make a compensation, either temtoiial or 
pecuniary, to the Mundul Patans, for the purpose of in- 
ducing them to relinquish Kurnaul, there is no doubt that 
the measure might easily be effected, — that is, the Mundul 
Patans might either obtain land elsewhere or pecuniary 
allowances m lieu of Kuinaul, which might then, if Govern- 
ment thought fit, be bestowed upon Rajah Bhaug Smg, 
m which caso Ludhianoh, being surrendered by that Chief, 
would be at the disposal of Government. 

4 The above suggestions are hazarded under the 
supposition that our advanced military post is to be perma- 
nently fixed at Ludhianeh You will, however, have been 
apprized ere now, by Mr, Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch ’ 
of the 30th ultimo 1 to your address, that the necessity of 
pitching upon Ludhianeh for that purpose appears less 
urgent than was formerly the case, and that it is possible 
that a position l emote from the Sutledge may be ultimately 
fixed upon foi the detachment 

5 The present case, as you justly observe, is a marked 
instance of the strong idea of legitimate right attached 
to the former usurpations of Runjeet Smg on this side 
of the Sutledge, and clearly proves the embarrassments in 

1 17 sujpra 
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Desire of tiio which we should he im ol\cd by attempting to effect a 
^exchange' 11 g' encra ^ rclrospcctn c restitution without at the same time 
Ludhiana offering an equivalent To find equivalents m all cases in 

foi ^araai g uch restitution, m a 311st, moral and humane point 

of view, would he desirable weie impossible, — a consideration 
which is hostile to the execution of the trail, liberal sug- 
gestion of ieslormg Ludhianeh to the orphan family of 
the unfoitunate Hoy Illias 

G IE Ludhianeh only yields an annnal jnmma of 
16,000 rupees, its value cannot be much more than a third of 
that of Kurnaul, if properly managed. The circumstance, 
however, of the jnmma being so small may be considered 
as facilitating to Government the mepns of granting an 
equivalent to its present possessor m the event of its being 
deemed expedient, either from motives of justice and 
humanity or on political grounds, to induce him to surrender 
it to the British Go\ ernment 

7 With respect to Kurnaul, its situation is truly deplor- 
able The turbulont and lawless conduct of the zumeendars 
and their immediate dependants has given rise to disorders 
which the Jagheerdar has not the means of preventing or 
checking I have long been convinced that nothing but the 
local presence of a disposable military force could restore 
tranquillity and introduce subordination Hitherto circum- 
stances have not admitted of my having recourse to this 
mode , but the time is now come when it can be resorted 
to with effect 


27 From N D Edmoxstoze, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment, to Lieutenant- Colonel D Ochteeloet, Commanding 
a Detachment on the North-West Frontier, — dated the 
27th of February 1809 

Appointment I aw directed to inform yon that the Governor- General 

stnart aa* 11 in Council has this day been pleased to appoint Captain 
terpreter to Stnaifc 10 P erBiaT1 Interpreter and Assistant to you m the 
Colonel Och- discharge of your political duties, with a salary of two 
1 hundred rupees (200 rupees) per mensem. 

e c ga' 
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28 From N B Edhoxstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 

Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment, to Lieutenant-Oolonel D, Oguterlont, Commanding 
at Lodluana , — dated the 27th of February 1809 

1 ah directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 4th instant, No 4, reporting your further progress 
and the occurrences which have taken place since the date 
of your former dispatch 

2 The Governor-General m Council directs me to state 
to 3 f ou that ho has derived great satisfaction fiom your report 
of the offect which your advance appeal’s to have had on the 
minds of the Chiefs through whose teintories you have 
passed The ready acquiescence of Rajah Bhang Sing and 
of the Dewan of Bhye Laid Sing in your requisitions to them 
to restore to Ranee Dyu Kooul the places belonging to her 
which had been made over to those Chiefs by Rajah Runjeet 
Sing is extremely satisfactory 

3 His Lordship in Council further directs mo to observe 
that the tenor of your discourse to Bhaug Sing and the Agent 
of Runjeet Sing at the conference which you held with them 
was consistent with the views and intentions of Government 
relative to Runjeet Sing, excepting only in the degree m 
which you encouraged an expectation of the future conclusion 
of a treaty, with regard to which it might have been 
advisable, for the reasons stated m the Governor-General in 
Council's instructions to Mr Metcalfe, to avoid any declaration 
on which such an expectation could be founded At the same 
time His Lordship in Councd is aware that what you stated 
on that subject was consistent with the language employed 
by Mr Metcalfe at the Rajah's Durbai 

29 From Lieutenant-Colonel D OchteMoxt , Commanding at 

Loodeana, to A Seton, Esquire , Resident at Dehli , — 
dated Camp Loodeana, the 1st of March 1809 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lettei of the 24th instant , 1 and beg leave to express my sincere 
acknowledgments for the communication of your unreserved 

1 26 supra 
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opinions on the subject o£ tbo proposed exchange of 
Loodeana for Karnaul 

5J In submitting some further observations to your 
consideration I am actuated by my ideas of tbo importance of 
Loodeana as a post, both m a military and political point of 
v icw as -well as by an earnest desire to meet the -wishes of 
Rajah Bhaug Sing, whose conduct has met my entire 
approbation. 

3 I address myself on this subject duectly to you m 
pioforcnce to the Soeiotaiy of Government because I would 
wish that my sentimonts, if just, should have the sanction 
and support of youi superioi local knowledge and experience, 
and, if unfounded, that they may bo wholly suppressed or 
accompanied by an explicit exposition of your objections to 
tlio measuio proposed 

4. Only two objections occur to mo as of the least 
weight against fixing on this place as the permanent military 
post, —1st, its distance from om own terntones and con- 
sequent difficulty of early reinforcement , and, SJndly, its 
vicinity to some of the antenoi usurpations or encroachments 
of Rajah Runjcet Sing which liave been bestowed on some of 
his most staunch adherents, such as the Lcwaun Mokum 
Chnnd and Ghirba Sing of Bhurt Gurk 

5 To the first objection I would oppose the natural 
strength of tlio ground supported by a fort, which may at a 
small expense be converted into a strong depdt and serve as a 
piotcction to the cantonment which will be situated to the 
vest and undei cover of the guns, and to the second I can 
only opposo a hope that the regularity and discipline of 
the troops, combined with my own anxious endeavors to 
prevent any just ground of offence, will guard us against any 
dispute or intci forcucc 

G Of the relative ialue of the two districts I cannot 
from memory speak with piccision, but it occurs to mo that 
man) of the most productne villages of Karnaul were 
bestowed on indiuduals who had claims, and the residue of 
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the district not mucli exceeding Loodeana m estimated 
•value was given to the Munduls 

7. Admitting^ however, the superior value of Karnaul, 
I would still contend that it would be of the greatest 
advantage to Government to make a compensation, eithoi 
tein tonal or pecuniary, to the Munduls and acquiesce in 
the proposal of Rajah Bhang Sing, because, admitting, as 
I am ready to do, his attachment to the Bntish Government, 
I do not consider him to possess that local influence at 
this place which would be really useful not only flora its 
being a recent acquisition, but from the superior numboi of 
Mussulman inhabitants and Jaut cultivates who are adverse 
to Sikh controul, and be has already stated that with tho 
loss of the fort lie considers the collections involved 

8 In the hands of Government and under an amtl 
appointed by and subject to the oiders of tho Commanding 
Officer, the troops and followers would not dare to commit 
the slightest injury to the inhabitants, and I should hope 
that the collections might be increased by the demands of 
the detachment to a great extent However, the revenue 
cannot be an object of the slightest consideration, whilst the 
restoration of this little ialonq to the Ranee of Roy Illias and 
her adopted son would be such a strong proof of otu declared 
disinclination to augment our territorial possessions, redound so 
highly to the honor of the British charaetei, and form such 
a contrast to the rapacious conduct of the Rajah of Lahore, 
that I own I feel an earnestness and solicitude m the decision 
of Government which perhaps it would he moie prudent to 
suppress 

9 It may be proper on tins occasion to correct a 
statement in my letter to the Secretary of Government under 
date the ISth January, where I mentioned that the whole 
territory of Roy IHias had been wrested from her with the 
exception of only a few villages for subsistence I am now 
enabled to state on bettor information that the unfortunate 
Ranee was stripped mi criy of all her territorial possessions, 
hut even of mneh personal property, and is now indebted to 
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are 41 villages now in my possession, the annual gumma o£ 
which is Its 17,800 The collections of these villages depend 
upon the possession of the fort, and when the fort shall no 
longer be m mine their realization will be rendeied difficult 
and the productiveness (stc) As I have again and again 
evinced my attachment to the British Government, and as the 
system of that Government is ever stnctly conformable to 
the principles of justice, I hope that, m lieu of the foit of 
Ludhianeh with the adjacent talooleh of 41 villages, the 
gmrgnnnah of Kurnaul, including the collection of the duties 
as well as the possession of the land, may bo bestowed upon 
me, or, if that cannot be, that purgnnnali Panipat, including 
the privilege to collect duties, may be conferred upon me In 
the event of the gumma of Pampiit exceeding that of 
Ludhianeh {viz Its 17,800), let my talooleh of Chundyaleh 
and other villages belonging to me be transferred to the 
British Government in lieu of that excess In other words, 
I request that, on my relinquishing the fort and villages of 
Ludhianeh, the talooleh of Chundyaleh and other detached 
villages, a sunnud for pur gunn ah Pamput, including the right 
to tho duties as well as to the land, may be bestowed upon 
me 


31 Fiom A Seton, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D OcnTERLOur, Commanding at Ludhianeh,- — 
dated the 4th of March 1809 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th ultimo, enclosing a memorial from Rajah Bliaug 
Sing requesting that, m exchange for Ludhianoh, he may 
obtain from tho British Government a grant of Kurnaul or 
Pamput 

2. From the honorable testimony borne by you to tho 
good conduct of Rajah Bhang Sing and from the decided 
preference and steady attachment evinced by him to tho 
British interests at a moment, and upon an occasion which, 
from his connection with lus nephew Rajah Runjeet Sing, 
must ha'vc cost lnm a painful struggle, it would certainly bo 
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desirable to meet Ins wishes with respect to the exchauge i£ it Memorial of 

could he done without giving nso to inconvenience To j|^ n ^ r o£ 

mi self I confess it appears that, on the grounds of policy, the tlie e rant of 
.. . Kamil or 

mrangemcnl would not be altogether adwsable However Pimpatm 

trustworthy Kajali Blnug Sing himself may he, we cannot Ludhi 4 m for 

bo cerfam that Ins successors will he equally deserving of our 

confidence , e\cn m his own time it may he presumed that his 

principal officers being Sikhs (as would probably he the case) 

would he partial to their countrymen, and molined to keep up 

nn intercourse with Lahore, which nndor certain circumstances 

might he found detrimental to our interests But, supposing 

this objection to ho visionary or the supposed evil to ho too 

remote to he allowed to mffuenco our present conduct, I do not 

think the arrangement could ho adopted with respect to 

Kurnaul from the difficulty of devising an eligible and 

suitable indemnification for the present Jaghcerdars, who 

could not, consistently with the good faith of Government, be 

removed without their own consent, and who, if removed, 

would expect an cqunnlent m land. With respect to Pamput, 

it appears to me that, fiom its greater vicinity to Della, the 

political objection operates still more forcibly to that purgnn- 

nah than to Kurnaul, exclusive of which it may he observed 

that, from the physical position of Pamput and from its 

present condition (great part of it being granted m jaglieers), 

it may he expected m the course of time to become a most 

productive district to Government When, by the deaths of 

the present grantees, the jagheers shall become escheats, the 

revenue will become very considerable, and if the canal of 

Dchli he reopened, which, from the happy termination of our 

difference with the Sikhs, may, I think, be considered as more 

likely than at any former period, the purgunnah m question 

would he rendered invaluable 

3 Such aie the grounds upon which, in my humble 
opinion, it would not ho altogether advisable to comply with 
Bajah Bhaug Sing's application No one, however, can be 
more sensible of his merits than myself, and no one can be 
more desirous of preventing our military post at Ludhianeh 

10 
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from being attended with loss to him. For the mere ground 
occupied by our cantonment (supposing it to be fixed at that 
place) a pecuniary indemnification might, I imagine, be 
tendered to him , or, if that could not be done without hurting 
his feelings as an independent Chief, a portion of land, equally 
productive, might be bestowed upon him in some part of the 
Assigned territory With respect to the fear expressed in his 
memorial, that our occupying the fort would embarrass the 
collections of the whole talooleh, I should imagine it must 
be partly ill-founded, and that it might be found practicable 
to adopt measures which would give effectual protection to his 
lands and people 

4. I shall transmit a copy of your letter to me on the 
subject, together with a transcript of this my reply, and the 
Rajah's memorial, for the consideration and orders of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council. 


32 From, A Seton, Esquire, Resident at Debit, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D. Ocrterzoet, Commanding at Ludlnaneh 
dated the 10th of March 1809 

I was duly honored with your letter of the 1st instant 1 
and have maturely considered its interesting contents 

2 With respect to that part of it which relates to the 
district of Ludhianeh, I think the question may be divided 
into two parts, vtz , the expediency of obtaining the right to 
dispose of that talooleh by bestowing an equivalent upon 
Rajah Bhang Sing, and the fixing upon Kurnaul as the 
equivalent With regard to the former, I concur most 
sincerely with you m opinion that, considering the merits and 
claims of Bhang Smg and the unfortunate and very pleading 
predicament of the widow and family of the late Raee Bia s, 
the making a compensation to the former and the restoring 


1 £9 tuj>ra 
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tlio district to tlio latter would exhibit to tlio surrounding 
nations a sinking proof of the justice, public gratitude and 
liberality of the British Govcinmcnt. I also think that the 
restoring the district to tlio family of Unco Ihas Would be 
attended -with the great political advantage of convincing the 
Sikh Chiefs that mo ha\c no desire to extend our territorial 
possessions But, though it ceitainly appeals to me, upon 
these grounds, that the inducing Rajah Bhaug Sing to accept 
an equivalent for Ludlnanch, and the then bestowing the 
district upon the family of Race Ihas, would be an arrange- 
ment no less honorable to our national character than desirable 
in a political point of view, I confess that, foi the reasons 
stated in my letter of the 4th instant to your address, I still 
contiuue of opinion that it would not be advisable to establish 
a Sikh Chief in purrjnnnah Kurnnul, even though the Mundul 
Patens could without mjuiy or inconvenience be transferred to 
another part of the country. I should, however, be extremely 
happy to see the meiits of Rajah Bhaug Sing rewarded in a 
manner n Inch, to himself, appealed adequate to his claims 

3 With respect to the conduct of Surdar Jodh Sing, I 
think with you that, considering the prospect which has for 
some time prevailed of our differences with Runjeet Sing 
being brought to an amicable termination, his having joined 
that Chiof cannot bo considered ns a mark of hostility 
towards us sufficiently decided to render him liable to the loss 
of his dominions on this side of the Sutledge, although it is 
pretty evident from it that, had war taken place, he would 
have become a hearty partizan of Runjeet Sing 

4 Although upon the presont occasion you do not 
express a desire that your letter should be laid befoie 
Government, I nevertheless think it my duty to submit 
it for consideration, as I conceive it must be desirable 
to His Lordship in Council to be made acquainted with 
the sentimonts of all executive officers holding high and 
responsible situations on points immediately connected with 
thoso situations Under this impression I shall transmit to 
the Chief Seciotaiy a copy of youi lotter and of this my reply 
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33 From N B Edmonstoxe, Esquire, Okie/ Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Incutenant-Ooloncl Oort- 
TERLONr, Commanding at Lodlnana, — dated the 13th 
March 1809. 


I ha.vb the honor to acknowledge the receipt oE yonr 
dispatches of the dates and numbers 
noted in the margin, and to state to you 
such observations as tho contents of them 


No G, dated 9th 

February * 

No 0, dated 14th 
Fobruary * 

No 7, dated 18th 
Febrnnry * 


have suggested to tho Right Honorablb 


* 20 , 2 - 1 , and 25 tup™ the Governor-General in Council 


2. I am directed, however, m the first instance, to advert 
to the enclosed copy of tho Governor-General m Council's 
instructions of this date to the Envoy at Lahore, which is 
transmitted to you because His Lordship m Council deems 
it pioper, under the arrangements now prescribed, that you 
should be apprized of the grounds of their adoption, and of 
the views and intentions of Government relative to tho Rajah 
of Lahore and the othor Sikh Chiefs. 


3 You will observe from this document, and you will 
be informed by His Evcellenoy the Commander-in-Chief 
previously to your receipt of the presont dispatch, that Gov- 
ernment has resolved to maintain the post of Lodhiana with 
the detachment under your 'command. ~ When Mr. Metcalfe's 
mission therefoie shall be considered to have completely 
terminated, the charge of any eventual communications with 
the Rajah of Lahore will devolve upon you, according to 
tho arrangement described m my letter to yom address of tho 
29th of December. 


4 Tho Governor-General m Council is aware that, in 
consequence of the Rajah of Lahoie's compliance with all the 
requisitions of the British Government, Mr Metcalfe may 
have quitted the Rajah's Court before Ins receipt of tho 
instructions now transmitted to him But m that event it 
is still tho intention of the Govemoi -General m Council that 
tho measure of concluding the intended Treaty should bo 
accomplished through Mr, Motcalfe's agency, as being so 
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immediately connected with Ins anterior negotiations at the 
Court of Laliorc. 

5. Tlic transmission of tlic enclosed document supersedes 
tlic necessity of any further discussion of tho subject of the 
resumption of Rajah Runject Sing's ancient conquests on 
this side of the Sutlcdge, and of any reply to the observations 
on that subject contained m your dispatches now acknowl- 
edged. 

G Tlic Governor-General in Council entirely approves 
the measure of reinstating the Patau Chief, Utta Oolln Khan, 
m the full possession of his territory, as reported m your 
dispatch of the 9th ultimo It is proper to observe that the 
copy of your letter to Rajah Jcswunt Sing of Nabah, referred 
to in the oth paragraph of your despatch of the 9th ultimo, 
has not been reccii ed. 

7 Tho Governor-General m Council received with some 
concern the report of jour conference with the Vakeels of 
Rajah Runjcet Sing, contained m your dispatch No G, dated 
the 1-1 th ultimo, and especially the information conveyed m 
a letter from the Adjutant-General to the Secretary to Gov- 
ernment in the Military Department, that you had referred 
to Major-General St Leger the proposition of tho Vakeels 
soliciting the halt of the British troops during five days. 

8 Mr Metcalfe intimated to Government that the 
ostensible objects of the dispatch of these Vakeels to your 
camp were to shew to the world that the establishment of 
a military post on tho frontier took place with the concur- 
rence of Rajah Runjeot Sing, and to attend you to the place 
which might be fixed for tho station of the detachment, 
observing that the Rajah's real view probably was to 
obviate public discredit by appearing to have a share in 
tho arrangements connected with that measure, and the 
Governor-General m Council concludes that in announcing 
to you the despatch of the Vakeels, Sir Metcalfe communi- 
cated to you these objects of their mission. His Lordship m 
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Counoil therefore observes ilmfc jou would have acted more 
prudently by refusing to attend to nnv representation on their 
part directed to tbo object of restraining the advance of tbe 
detachment, and tlicrcforo inconsistent Willi tbe declared 
purpose of tbcir mission, 

0 IIis Lordship m Council observes that, bj entering 
into those points of discussion which formed the subjrt t of 
jour conferences with the Vakeels, jou incurred the hazard 
of the euls generally attending a double negotiation, and, by 
listening to remonstrances founded on an impeachment of the 
candor and sincerity of the Envoy and an indirect menace of 
hostility, you exposed to risk the credit of the Envoy and the 
dignity of the British Government In proportion ns the 
Rajah of Lahore manifested a disposition to hostility, tho 
honor and the interest of the British Go\ eminent required tho 
exertion of promptitude and firmness Ills Lordship in Council 
tlieieforo cannot avoid remarking that the very arguments 
by which tho Vakeels endeavoured to induce jou to halt were 
precisely tlioso which should have led you to advance agree- 
ably to tho instructions which you had received from the 
Commandcr-m-Cluef. 

10 His Lordship in Council at tho same time is 
satisfied that you acted m tho manner winch appeared to 
you to be most conducive to the public interests, and most 
conformable to the pacific intentions of Government, and, 
although the Governor- General in Council is happy to find 
that no serious embarrassment has ultimately resulted from 
the measures which you adopted, His Lordship m Council 
is compelled, by the obligation of his duty, to express his 
opinion of tho error of youi proceedings on this occasion 

11. The Governor-General m CoudciI further observes, 
m the 3rd paragraph of your letter of the 10th ultimo 
to the address of Major-General St Leger, an allusion 
to a declaration under your seal and that of the IMajor- 
General, in the possession of the Vakeels, containing a full 
explanation of tho intentions of the Butish Government 
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and of the orders v bicli you Lad leceived, and remarks 
that no copy of that impoitant document has been transmitted 
to Government 

1”. "With the exception above stated, your proceedings, 
as reported in the dispatches now acknowledged aie entirely 
approi ed. 

13 The Gmernor-General in Council is disposed to 
concur in opinion with you that the exchange of Lodhiana 
for Kuinaul suggested by Bhaug Sing is objectionable, 
and at all events does not consider it an object of suffi- 
cient importance to warrant any sacrifice, territorial or 
pecuniary, on the part of the British Government His 
Lordship m Council, however, suspends his final judgment 
on that question until the receipt of a report from the 
Resident at Delhi respecting the state of the district 
of Karnaul and other local points connected with the 
subject 

14? As the concluding paragraph of your despatch of 
the 18th ultimo implies a supposition on your part that m 
tlio event of an open rupturo with Rajah Runjeet Sing, and 
of the destruction of his power, it was the intention of 
the British Government to appropriate the territories of the 
Punjaub, I am directed to Bignify to you that this design 
was never in the contemplation of Government, and that if 
war had taken place with the Rajah of Lahore, and had 
teimmated m the subversion of his dominion. Government 
- would have judged it consistent with the principles of a 
wise and liberal policy to restore to the several Chiefs of the 
Punjaub the possessions and the rights of which they have 
been deprived by the systematic usurpation and ambition of 
Raja Runjeet Sing 

16, A copy of this despatch will be transmitted to 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to the Resident 
at Delhi 
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34 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D OcuTrrio'.r, Commanding at 
Loodcana , to N. B EnMO\STO^r, Require, Chief Secre- 
tary to Qoicrnmcnt, Fort William , — No 8 , dated 
Loodcana , 17th March 1809. 

1 have the honour to transmit, for the information of the 
Right Ilon'blo the Governor-General m Council, n statement 
of the Forces 1 and Revenues of the Sikh Chiefs on this side of 
the Sutlcdgo 

2 In submitting these documents to IIis Lordship's 
attention, and with reference to tho 10th paragraph of jour 
dispatch of the 20th December ISOS, it becomes my duty to 
communicate such opinions as are the result of local observa- 
tion, and in obedience to those instructions I shall submit 
them to His Lordship's consideration with diffidence hot 
without reserve. 

3 "When the Sikh Chiefs first solicited the protection 
of tho British Government, their jealousy would have yielded 
to their apprehensions, and whatever mcasmes it had then 
thought pioper to adopt would not only have received the 
cordial co-operation of thoso who urged our interference, 
but would have been aided by a reasonable pecuniary contribu- 
tion for the support of such a force as might be considered 
requisite to the object. 

4 It would have been a subject of stipulation in which 
our own interest or distant possible events would have been 
unknown, and they would have clearly understood that they 
were left an option of acceding to the offered and regulated 
terms of a just and liberal Government, or submit to the 
rapacious demands of a capricious and arbitrary tyrant, whom 
they had seen at one hour levying a contribution and the 
next seizing a whole district They knew that they were 
certain of continually repeated exactions, without feelmg any 
confidence that such payments would ultimately pieserve their 
property 


1 Printed as Appendices A, B and C to “ The Rajas of the Punjab ” 



r ] LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1803-09 


81 


5. "When Ills Loidship m Council determined on 
assuming llic long established, though neglected, pnulegc, 
these Chiefs hod learnt fiom the Mission to Lahore that 
their piotection was only a secondary ob]ect, and I behevo 
tliej are not w ithout suspicion that circumstances might have 
lendered them entirely dependent on the Itajah of Lahore, 
■with the sanction and approbation of the Biitish Government 
Under these circumstances and impressions the majority, and 
pailiculailj those w ho felt the greatest apprehensions, rejoiced 
the more smcerelj m our approach and interference from 
an idea that they should non deuve a permanent, essential 
and also a gratuitous advantage 

G When, in obedience to orders, I transmitted the docu- 
ments -winch form a part of this dispatch to His Excellency 
the Commandcr-m-Clncf, I lemaiked that — "The re\enue 
of each must be consideied in a great degree conjectural, and 
with reference to the sjstcni of collection unn crsally adopted 
throughout the counlij, which is a aery small part in money 
and a portion of the crop aaijing accoidmg to the degiee of 
indulgence or fa\our wished to be extended to the indiudual, 
and in some cases a politic attention to the strength of the 
Milage and disposition of its inhabitants ” 

It is, however, on the whole tko most accurate I have 
becu able to obt un, though not so much eo perhaps as I could 
hue wished, the necessary cnquuies hnvrog led to suimises 
and reports nnfn\ ourable to its prosecution and perfectly 
foreign to the object 

7. The reports and surmises alluded to weie most 
industriously circulated, and detailed minutely conversations 
that had neaer passed and demands that were neacr made, 
jet had a slight foundation m fact, which gaie the colounng 
of truth to the grossest and most interesting falsehood 

S The whole originated m my investigations respecting 
the general resources of the country, and lately m a short 
desultory con's ersation m w Inch I wished to sound the leading 

11 
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Chiefs on the subject of a pecuniary demand, and m order 
to do a tv ay the unfounded rumours which I found these 
general enquiries had excited, X not only mentioned it with 
great caution, but prefaced what I was about to say by a 
declaration that it was neither by orders from Government nor 
had I reason to believe it an object, but that I thought it 
possible they themselves might feel more satisfaction in 
making such an offer which, if received, would be the more 
acceptable as the result of their own choice, and would tend 
to produce such orders from His Lordship as would fiee 
them from an anxiety as to the future which I was well 
informed they had felt and canvassed 

9 The exaggerated details which followed were with 
some the effect of design, but m general only the result 
of that vague and unceitam information obtained by common 
native news-wnters on subjects of real importance, and which 
compels them to substitute conjecture for fact to amuse those 
whose credulity attaches importance to their information 

10 Prom these enquiries, from the manner m which 
they have been sedulously reported and exaggerated, from the 
1 result of my short conversation, and from a long and veiy 
attentive observation of the Sikh character, and a particular 
acquaintance with some of the leading Chiefs, it is my humble 
opiniou, 1st, that their revenue system does not admit of 
any pecuniary contribution which would be an object of con- 
sideration, 2ndly, that it would be advisable for Government 
early to declare to the Sikh Chiefs through the Resident at 
Deblie, oi such other channel as is judged propei, m the most 
clear and explicit terms the exact nature of the relations of 
protection and dependence which shall permanently exist 
between them and the British Government, and to what 
extent and m what cases the adjustment of their concerns, 
collects ely or mdmdually, shall come under the cognizance, 
notice or decision of the Resident at Dehlie or other authority 
suboidmate to him 

11 Their suspicion and jealousy, however stiong, bends 
to the confidence they place m any written declaration of 
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the British Government, and as its decisions cannot bo unjust Vlrnvn of 
or umeasonable they cannot, m my humblo judgmonl, bo <nilonv mt In' 
too soon promulgated tlio polloy 

12 With the greatest dofeionco I bog loavo to off or fownrilfl'iTio 
it as my opinion, after the most attontivo obsoi vation, that ^Iklt Olilnfii, 
the cordial and smeeie co-operation of the Sikh Clnors, Mio 
facilities and resources of the country, tho passago and )» o- 
tection of convoys and all othci advantages evpoctod fiom 
om connection with this oonfcdeiacy of Cluefs can only bo 
relied on by, 1st, the declaied exemption fiom all pecuniary 
tribute, 2nd, a declaration not to mteifeio Author m tho 
‘internal economy" of the country than to insist that they 
shall abstain from all violences oi encroachments on each 
other, and that actual possession at a defined peuod shall bo 
considered to constitute a right of property which will not 
admit of infringement without an appeal to the Supremo 
Government or Resident at Deblie, 8id, that the British 
Government shall have a right to call on the several Chiefs 
for a certain portion of their known permanent foico for 
three months in every year, if required, without pay, and 
to demand and expect their zealous and cordial co-opeiation 
with the British troops on any invasion of their countiy, 
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are such as are likely to subdue jealousy, excite confidence and 
inspire gratitude 

14 Adverting to occurrences of recent date and to 
arguments brought forwaid by the Sikh Chiefs themselves 
m suppoit of some of the early usurpations of the Rajah 
of Lahore, it may not be considered unadvi6able to insert 
some clause which shall define the lights of widows, establish 
the claims of adopted children, and assert their own paramount 
authority to assume or bestow possessions where there is 
no legal hen 

15 Under such declarations or definitive legulationB, 
which leaving them the uncontrouled exercise of their former 
power m all just cases and only depriving them of the 
privilege of preying upon or injuring each other, I should 
hope that time and experience of substantial benefit must 
pioduce the good effects which I have described , and if such 
consequences should he the result — and I trust they will not be 
considered as unreasonable inferences — we shall have derived 
advantages from assuming the protection of the Sikh Chiefs 
which appear to mo of far greater value than any peeumaiy 
contribution then military habits or revenue system would 
possibly admit, 

1C It is foi the superior wisdom of His Lordship m 
Council to decide on the probable justness of the conclusions 
I have drawn and the propriety of the measures I have 
proposed It will be my anxious endeavour, as it is my 
bounden duty, to give effect, to the utmost of my power 
and ability, to 6uch other plan or system that may be thought 
more salutaiy or advisable 

17 Supposing the suggestions I have taken the liberty 
n ith diffidence to recommend to form the groundwoik of our 
ariangcments with the southern Chiefs, and the attachment 
and gratitude to follow, which I have ventured to predict, 
I should considci that on any emergency wo might calculate 
on the cordial co-operation of at least 5,000 Irregular Cavalry, 
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mid it nny also lie a subject not unworthy^ the consideration of 
higher authority whether the nd\anced position we lmo now 
taken and the relation in m I nch no shall now stand ruth 
tho neighbouimg Clnefs do not diminish, if not do away, the 
necessity of the large foice non maintained m Zillah Merntt, 
and suggest the expediency of increasing the usual force now 
at Karnaul, from ■which place we could ad\ance in any force, 
on the slightest indication of hostile intentions, cither dnect to 
this post and enter the Punjab, or lake such centrical position 
between the eastern lulls and tbo sandy and and districts to 
tbc west ns must, I should imagine, intei cept any' large bodies 
attempting to enter the Doab or our southern possessions on 
tins tide of the Jumna 


35. From N B Eniio^no'yr, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Got eminent, Fort William, to A Seto\ , Esquire, Resi- 
dent at Dchlt, — dated the 3rd of April ISO 9 

I \M directed lo acknowledge tbc receipt of your despatch 
under date the 11th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony loprcscnting the merits of 
Rajah Bhang Sing, the expediency of rewarding him by a 
grant of Karnaul, and the good effects likely to be produced 
by the restoration of the district of Lodhiana to tho family 
of Pace Ilias Klinun, together with a copy of your leply. 

2. The sentiments of Government on the subject of an 
exchange in favor of Bhang Sing of Lodhiana for Karnaul, 
which correspond with yom own, liavo nlieady boon communi- 
cated to you and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony Thoso 
sentiments remain unchanged Howcvei desirable it may ho 
both to gratify Bhang Sing and to obtain tho credit of an 
act of justice and benevolence by lcstonng Lodhiana to 
tho family of Race Ilias Khaun, those objects must not he 
piosccutcd at tho hazard of other political interests, unless tho 
piosccution of them wcio connected with the obligation of 
public faith, the fulfilment of which must ever ho considcied 
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Rejection of 
]>ra>er of tlio 
ltnja of Jlifud 
for the prnut 
of Ivor mil m 
ovclmiipo for 
Ludliinna 


oE paramount imporlance In tho picsent case no such oblign- 
tion appears to exist licyowl tlic necessity oE compensating 
Rajah Bhang Sing foi t lie loss which lie ma) sustain bj the 
cantonment of a tletachmcnt oE British tioop3 at Lodluana, 
and this compensation has been already authorized by the 
orders oE Go\ eminent contained in my letter to } our address 
oE tho 20th ultimo The conduct oE Bhang Sing has certainly 
been highly commendable, but it must bo remembered that, 
while ho sacrificed no interest for which lie will not obtain 
an cqunalent, lie has domed in common with the other 
Sikh Chiefs on this side oE tho Sutlodge the solicited benefit 
oE the British protection. 

3 An obligation to effect tho restoration oE the district 
of Lodhinna to the family o£ Race Ilias Klinun could only 
be admitted by the recognition o£ a principlo of action which 
would require the interposition o£ our influence and power in 
all othei similar eases, our cognizance o£ which cannot justly 
be expected, nor prudently exercised To pursue the dictates 
of abstract justice and beneiolence by tho indiscriminate 
ledress o£ injuries, beyond tho limits of our admitted authoiity 
and contioul, would be to adopt a sjstcm oE conduct o£ which 
the political incon\ enience and embarrassment would not bo 
compensated by the credit which might attend it 

4' Eor these leasons, the Govomor-General in Council 
does not deem it expedient to adopt cither of the measures 
suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, and the compen- 
sation, or rather the remuneration, proposed for Rajah Bhaug 
Sing is the less necessary, as you will obsene by my despatch 
of the 13th ultimo, and my separate despatch of this date, 
that the occupation of the military post of Lodhiana is only 
intended to be temporary, and that consequently the fort and 
the ground at present occupied by the British detachment 
will revert to that Chief 

6 A copy of this letter will be transmitted to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ochteilony. 
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36, Fiom Lnutciiaiit-Colaucl D. Ociiterto^t, Commandmq 
at Ijoodcann, to N, B En^IO^STO^r, Esquire, Chief 
Secretary to Goicrnmcnt , Fort William, — No 9, dated 
SSth Mai eh 1S09 

As it appears from the communications of Mr Metcalfe 
that he is apprehensive the delajs which lme occurred m the 
surrender of Furrecd Koto originate m a deep laid system of 
deception and for purposes hoslilo to the British interests, I 
take the liberty to press an early consideration of the proposi- 
tions contained in mj dispatch No S 1 as best tending to secure 
the cordial co-operation of the Chiefs on this side the Sutledge 

2 Mj on li secret intelligence from the llayih's Dmbar 
coincides also with the Bnvoj’s lttfoimation that Jodh Sing 
Kubeeah is the most strenuous advocate for war, and I 
vv ould lmtnblj r submit to the Bight Hon’blc tho Governoi- 
General in Council the necessity of ordering provisionally 
and in the event of actual hostilities, the immediate seizure 
of tho districts and villages held by that Chief, to lemnin 
m a slate of sequestration till the l e-establishment of peace 

3 I should be inclined to leeommcnd their instantaneous 
distribution amongst those Chiefs who have manifested tho 
most /cal and steadiest adherence to the Bntisli mteicst, if 
the Sikh character admitted of such demonstrations of our 
generosity and good-mil But if any circumstances of policy 
should induce His Lordship to resume the giants and lestoro 
the lands to Jodh Sing, I am apprehensive no previous 
explanation would prevent the grantees from considering such 
a measuro as much an infringement of then rights as though 
they had been long m actual possession 

4. Unaccountable as such conduct might seem and how- 
ever unnatural such a character may appear, it is not the less 
true, and m my long acquaintance with mankind I have 
never seen a race so strongly characterised by an almost 
brutal ignorance, selfish depravity, shameless falsehood, un- 
principled cunning and a suspicion so excessive that even 
benefits must bo long felt befoie they are received as uncon- 
nected w ith some eiuistei design, 

1 31 supra 
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37 From A Strox, Enquire, TlcsuFnt at Dchh , to N J) 
Ei)M0hST0Xr, Esquire, Chief Sc<-rctary to Government, 
Fort William, — ilutcd 1st April 1809 

1 iiAVr, tlio honour to transmit herewith a despatch No. 9 1 
fiom Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony to your address, which 
that officer tiansmitted open for nay perusal 

2 As far as I Ima c yet been aide to asceitain the wishes, 
doubts and expectations of the friendly Sikh Chiefs on the left 
bank of the Sullcdgc, I think it my duty to lake the liberty of 
lespectfully submitting it as mj humble opinion that nothing 
would bo moio likely to tranquillize the minds and secure the 
confidence of those Chiefs than the adoption of the suggestion 
contained in Lieutenant-Colonel Ochtcrlony’s de-patch No 8 
(under date the 17th March) 2 to j f our address If the principle 
of tlio suggestion be honored with the approbation of Govern- 
ment, it may peihaps be deemed desirable to accelerate its 
execution, with the view of counteracting the intrigues now 
practising by the Dowan of Runjcet Sing and others for tlio 
purposo of lendenng them doubtful and diffident as to the 
ultimate intentions of the Butish Government I have every 
icason to believe that, if Rajah Bhaug Sing now manifests 
a degree of anxiety which ho did not at first express on the 
subject of oui occupying the foit of Ludluaneh, it is entirely 
to be ascribed to the effect of the intrigues to which I now 
allude I liav c endeavouied, but with less success than I 
w ished, to tranquillize his miud by observing to lnm that the 
occupancy of the mac fort cannot bo attended with loss 
to lnm, since the ground is totally unproductive , that the 
piesence of the British troops, by preserving order and reg- 
ularity m the district, must promote its general prosperity , 
while the ready market for every species of pioduce which the 
vicinity of the cantonment affords must greatly add to tho 
value of the land From Rajah Bhaug Sing's replies to letters 
fiom mo, containing these and other arguments, it forcibly 
strikes mo that a new influence of a pernicious and counter- 
acting nature operates upon his mind, and I attribute it to 

1 30 supra 
5 31 supra 
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the intrigues of the emissaries of Mohkum Sing, the Dewan 
of Rajah Runjeet Sing, — a circumstance which rendeis me 
extremely desirous to convince Rajah Bhaug Sing and the 
other friendly Sikh Chiefs in a similar predicament, that the 
British Government has it not in contemplation to over-set 
their independence 


38 * From N. B Edbonstohb, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Oob- 
tbrlont, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 10th April 
1S09 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No 8, dated the 17th ultimo, 1 enclosing statements of the 
conquests and grants of Rajah Runjeet Sing and of the 
estimated revenue and military establishments of the Sikh 
Chiefs between the Sutledge and the Jumna, and submitting 
to the consideration of Government a plan of arrangement 
calculated to determine the exact nature and extent of the 


Orders of 
Government 
as to the 
declaration 
of policy to 
be made to 
tbe Proteoted 
Sikli Chiefs. 


relations which shall hereafter subsist between the British 
power and those Chiefs, and to communicate to you the 
sentiments and resolutions of the Right Hon’blo the Gover- 
nor-General m Council on the points to which your despatch 
relates 


2. With this view it is necessary to refer to the funda- 
mental pimciples and objects of the policy which has been 
pursued with relation to these Chiefs and to apply them to 
actual circumstances and to future contingent events 

3. The views of the British Government m declaring 
these Chiefs to be under its protection coincided entirely with 
their interests and wishes at the time when that declaration 
was promulgated They had experienced the effects of that 
rapacity and usurpation on the part of Rajah Runjeet Sing 
agamst which they had previously solicited our protection 
The career of his violence and ambition was arrested by the 

1 34 supra 
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Orders of interposition of the British Government, and while we pursued 

M°ioi!»o Cnt ^ 1C dictates o£ onr own interests, h y setting hounds to the 

drclnration progress of his usurpations we established n just claim to 

bomn'loto 0 the gratitude and attachment of tho Chiefs who derived the 

slk 1 i P Cliicf 0 d immediate liencht of tint exertion of our influence and power. 

It is true the advance of n detachment of British troops to the 
Sutledgc was connected with a precautionary svstem of 
defensive arrangements against the expected danger of a 
Branch invasion, but it involved also the effectual protection 
of tho Chiefs on this side of that river and was proximately 
directed to that object Their entire satisfaction at the 
advance of the detachment therefore was naturally to he 
expected, and appears to have been evinced 

4, If is to bo assumed as a principle that the interests 
of these Chiefs nio incompatible with the interests and designs 
of the Bajali of Lahore It is their object to be independent 
of his controul, but only in the degree in which the British 
protection is necessary for that purpose to 1« dependent npon 
ns •Obligations, however, between States, as between individ- 
uals, must to a certain extent be reciprocal, and tbo true point 
of policy is to balance those obligations It is equally our 
inteiest, as it is the interest of tho Sikh Chiefs, that the 
Iiajah of Lahore should not be suffered to extend bis dominion 
over them, and therefore their concurrence and co-operation 
in measures admitted on both sides to be necessary for that 
purpose might reasonably be expected, but this bond of com- 
mon interest would be materially weakened, and confidence 
and attachment would give place to jealousy and aversion 
if onr interference m their concerns should impose upon 
them obligations of a nature to place them in a condition of 
absolute dependence upon our authority and of subjection to 
our controul All that our interest requires of them is that 
they should facilitate the execution of measures of which thcT 
object is their security and advantage as well as our own Of 
this description is the optional inarch of our troops through 
the territories under their authority But this measure may 
eventually be expedient at a time when to them it may appear 
unconnected with any object in which they have a direct and 
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immediate interest The light, lion ever, mast be asserted and 
maintained on the ground of tbe dependent relation m which 
they are placed towards the British Government by the per- 
manent protection afforded them The report contained m 
yom despatch now acknowledged wai rants a belief that they 
already apprehend a diminution of the independence they 
formerly possessed and an encioachment on their rights, and 
that they view the position of our troops as a means of 
establishing o% er them a direct controul It is of importance 
therefore, as you have observed, to apprize them distinctly and 
without delay of the lelation m which they are m future to 
stand towards the Bntish power It is also, for the samo 
reason, of importance to regulate that relation by the principles 
above descubed, and in a manner calculated lather to confirm 
their confidence than to secure advantages by demanding 1 
concessions referable to future cients and not to the actual 
situation of affaus, nor indeed would any stipulations not 
conformable to their own sense of interest secure such advan- 
tages. 


fi At the date of the instructions to which you refer 
events were contemplated of a nature to lequne, on the basis 
of common mteiest, the establishment of more intimate ie~ 
lations with the southern Chiefs The expectation of such 
events cannot now be pleaded as a ground of argument for 
demands applicable only to their occurrence Oui interference 
m the concerns of the Sikh Chieftains relatively to each other, 
abstractedly consideied, was never an object of mteiest to this 
Government, a commixture m their dissensions and disputes 
must ever bo embarrassing and vexatious , our interference m 
their internal concerns was intended only m tho degree which 
might be unavoidable at a time when by the position of our 
troopB the British authority might be said to be planted 
within the limits of their possessions, and which might be 
necessary on a principle of indulgent and conciliatory attention 
to their interests It forms no part of the general objeots of 
our policy, nor is it necessanly connected with the obligations 
of general pi election which we have assumed. 
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Orders of 
Government 
ns to the 
declaration 
of policy to 
be made to 
the Protected 
Sikh Clnofs 


6 This view o£ the subject is substantially described m 
my despatch of tbe 6 th of February, but Government having 
recently had occasion to enter moie directly into a discussion 
of the subject and to communicate its sentiments to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I am directed to tiansmit 
to you the enclosed extract from that communication 


7 It only remains to state to you the piecise terms 
of the declaration to be pi omulgated among the Sikhs on 
the subject of their future l elation towards the British power, 
with reference to the views and principles described m the 
enclosed document and m the present letter , and the Gover- 
nor-General in Council is of opinion that it may be limited to 
the following points — 


1st, an assurance of permanent piotection from the 
authority and controul of It a] ah Runjeet Sing. 

2ndly, their exemption fiom all pecuniary tribute. 

3rclly, their continued exercise of the same rights and 
authority that they have hitherto enjoyed with- 
in the limits of then lespective possessions 

4thly, that they shall afford every facility and ac- 
commodation to the British troops whenever 
Government shall judge necessaiy, for purposes 
connected with tbe general interests of the 
State, to march its troops into their country. 

Bthly, that they shall zealously co-operate with the 
British power on any invasion of their country 

8 The Governor-General m Council will have no objec- 
tion to the addition of the 4th and 5th articles suggested m 
yoiu dispatch, both on account of the reduction of charges 
on Europe articles lecpmed when a British force may be m the 
country of the Sikhs and on horses purchased for the Cavalry, 
and as an indication of the acknowledged supremacy of the 
British power, which could not perhaps without some degree 
of discicdit be subjected to the payment of duties to Chiefs 
placed in a condition of dependence upon it. 
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9 Tho Goternor-Geneial in Council is also of opinion 
that it v> ould be nd\ isable to Buffoi it to bo generally under- 
stood tliat the ndtauccd post at Lodhiana is not intended to 
bo permanent 

10 You arc authorized to com ey to tbe Sikh Chiefs in 
such mode as you may judge proper a declaration to tbe effect 
abo\ e described 

11 I am directed to observe, before closing this despatch, 
that the statements which accompanied your letter now ack- 
nowledged contain much highly desirable information 

12. A copy of this despatch will be transmitted to His 
Excellency the Commandor-in-Clnef and to the Resident at 
Delhi 


39, Fiom Lieutenant-Colonel D OcnTEitzoyr, Commanding 
at Loodcana, to N B Edmozsto!>e, Esquire, Chief 
Secretary to Qoicrmncnt, Fort William,- — No 11, dated 
Loodcana, 19th April 1809 

On the 7th instant I had the honour to address His 

Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, Ho , to which not 

having yet recened a reply, but concluding my application 
has been fornarded and being most anxious to preserve the 
fa\ orablo opinion which honored mo by the selection foi this 
command, I am mduced to submit to the consideration 
of His Lordship in Council a copy of such part of the 
correspondence I have maintained with His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief as will account for tho request I have 
deemed it necessary to make 

In goneral I have forborne to make any comment, because 
a consciousness of rectitude will not submit to the language of 
complaint, and accusation would be improper 

The pointed animadversions of the Right HonTle the 
Governor-General communicated m your letter of the 13th 
ultimo 1 appear to have been produced by a letter from the 

1 83 supra 
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Justification 
by Colonel 
Ocliterlony of 
the halt of his 
force for 
which he was 
censured 


Adjutant-General of which I have yet no other information 
than what your letter has afforded, noi has His Excellency 
condescended to acquaint me through any other channel of 
his disapprobation, or the reasoning on which it was founded 


In my letter to His Excellency the Commander-m- Chief 
of the 7th instant I have considered it an act of justice 
to myself to state — what I entreat may be fully understood 
by the Right Hon’ble the Governor Geneial — that there was 
no indirect menace of hostility, but on the contrary the halt 
was solicited as a boon and received as a blessing 


5 It has occurred to me, however, on a re-perusal of my 
letter to Major-General St Leger of the 10th February 
that the indirect menace alluded to may have originated in 
the interchange of messages which took place before the 
conference, and if this] was the fact I must observe that my 
conduct was not only evidently uninfluenced by that message 
in its harshest construction, but was m direct conformity to 
my instructions to keep only so far m advance of Major- 
General St Leger as to admit of his being within a day’s 
march to support any attack, if necessary My only subject 
of deliberation that night (and I determined only after a 
very considerate and serious review of all my instructions from 
Government, His Excellency the Commander-m-Cluef and 
the Majoi-General Commanding in the Field) was whether 
I should proceed direct to my ultimate position and singly 
risk the occurrence of hostilities, or whether I should move 
m such a Ime as would approximate the advance corps to this 
post and to Major-General St Leger’ s supporting army at 
the same time. 


6 The conference with the Yakeels on the succeeding' 
day gave a new aspect to every object, and I yielded to earnest 
entreaty a halt which appeared to me to be m strict con- 
formity with the wishes of Government and afforded time 
for the amicable completion of a work which Mr Metcalfe’s 
letters informed me was m a favorable tram, whilst they 
indicated a supposition that I should remain some time at 


( 
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Putteealah, and clearly evinced that I was fuither advanced 
than either that gentleman or the Rajah of Lahore had 
imagined. 

7 His Lordship has been graciously pleased to assign to 
my conduct the praise of good intention, but waving such 
negative applause I would wish, if the preservation of peace 
was really an object of solicitude, to urge my claims to superior 
distinction, and with all deference, but with the confidence 
of truth, to assert that, disclaiming as I did all right or power 
of negotiation, the conference with the Vakeels and conse- 
quent halt were at that moment most particularly calculated 
to allay, and did for the time extinguish, the suspicions that 
rankled in the mind of the Rajah of Lahore it stamped 
nresistible conviction of the true value of Mr Metcalfe’s 
oft-iepeated assurances, and I would proudly boast that m 
this act alone I gave effect to that officer’s endeavours to 
accomplish amicably the objects which the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General had m view, and which would have been 
frustrated if I had acted otherwise than I did, and I prevented 
the unnecessary occurrence of hostilities without any compro- 
mise of the honoi of the British Government, at a time when 
the British. Government was desirous of a pacification, and 
when the Rajah of Lahore had not only evinced a spirit 
equally amicable, but had given proofs of his final submission 
to all the demands which had been the subject of discussion 
at his Court for a considerable penod of time 

My reply to the lettei of the Rajah of Lahore delivered 
to the Vakeels shews no desire to intermeddle in any points 
of negotiation, but indicates m firm, though polite, terms my 
determination to examine, if not canton m, our present 
position , and if delays have occurred, if suspicions have again 
been excited, they will not be found to originate in any act of 
mine, and I feel the greatest satisfaction m thinking that the 
Envoy at Lahore will not hesitate to vouch that he has found 
me most anxious to conform to his suggestions and promote 
the objects of his mission, the interest of the service and the 
dignity and honor of the Government 
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In entering into tins detail I have only in view my 
own justification. To remain in this command when the 
sentiments of His Excellency the Commander-m-Chief are m 
opposition to the favorable opinions which called me from 
obscurity must, I fear, be attended with inconvenience, if not 
danger, to the publick service, and to myself must prove a 
source of contmual mortification and regret 


40. From, N D. Fd.vo?> stone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ocn - 
TERioxr, Commanding at Lodhiana, — Dated 29th April 
1809 

Resignation of The Right Hon J ble the Governor-General in Council 

by Colo™i nd has received from tho head-quarters of His Excellency the 

Ocbterlony Commander-m-Chief copies of His Excellences orders to 
and ordors of J 

Government your address of the 23rd ultimo, of your reply, and of your 

subsequent letter to the Adjutant-General of the 7th instant, 

from which His Lordship m Council has learned with great 

concern that you have judged it necessary to resign the 

command of the detachment posted at Lodhiana 

2 On this occasion I am directed to express to you 
the particular regret of the Governor-General m Council that 
your resignation and the circumstances attending it should 
have led to a termination of your command so different from 
that which was contemplated when you were selected for that 
service, and should have requued the expression of those 
sentiments of disapprobation which accompany the acceptance 
of your resignation and which will be communicated to you by 
the Commander-m-Chief 

8 The Governor- General m Council is nevertheless 
desirous of rendering the justice that is due to your general 
conduct m the execution of the important duties assigned 
to you, by acknowledging with satisfaction the proofs you 
have afforded of that activity, local knowledge and judgment 
which first recommended you to the choice of Government, and 
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■winch, with the single exception o£ what relates to the 
Vakeels from. Bunjeet Smg, have entitled eveiy pait of your 
political conduct to appiohation. 

4. The minute and satisfactory information which you 
have furnished lespectmg the possessions, power and dis- 
positions of the different Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge 
is deemed woitliy of paiticulai acknowledgment, and your 
judicious suggestions and advice respecting the policy to he 
pursued m that country, and the relations to be established 
■with it, have become in truth the foundation of the measuies 
which have been adopted by Government omthesejimportant 
subjects. 

5 The Governor-General m Council has great pleasure 
in conveying to you this testimony of approbation of that 
part of your proceedings which appears to him entitled to 
it, and His Loidship in Council has only to regret that 
the points which aie deemed lopiohensible in your conduct 
are of a natrne too important to admit the suppression of 
sentiments calculated to excite painful sensations m your 
mind, but demanded, in the judgment of the Governoi-General 
in Council by the occasion, for the maintenance of subor- 
dination both m the Civil and Military Department of the 
State. 

6 You will be pleased to deliver over the public docu- 
ments m your possession connected with the political duties 
of youi command to the Besident at Delhi 


41 Letter from Lieutenani-Oolonel D Ocbterloni , to Raja 
Sauib Sinoh of Putteealah, — dated 2nd May 1S09 

When I had the pleasure of a personal meeting with you 
at Putteealah, and on many other occasions through your 
Vakeel, I had the satisfaction of makmg you acquainted with 
the generous disposition of the British Government m sending 
a detachment of tioops for the piotection of the Chiefs on 

13 
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Letter from 
Colonel Ocli 
terlony to 
tho Raja of 
Patidla. 


this side o£ the River Sutledge m assent to youi and their 
repeated application to be piotected from violence and oppres- 
sion A Treaty baa also been concluded on tbe 25th of April 
1809 between Rajah Runjeet Sing and Mi Metcalfe on the 
part of the British Government in which ft is particularly 
provided that Rajah Runjeet Sing shall in future abstain 
from the acts of violence which he had been accustomed to 
pursue, and in which he has renounced in future all right and 
authonty to mteifere with the Chiefs of Malwah. 

Agreeably to this Treaty, of such benefit to the interests 
of all tbe Chiefs and particularly to you, by which you are all 
received into the protection of the British Government, I am 
convinced that, m return for such distinguished display of 
their favor, you will seek the pleasure of the British Govern- 
ment above every other consideration 

For your fuither satisfaction I have the pleasure of 
acquainting you with the substance of instructions which I 
have just received from Government regaidmg the Chiefs 
of Malwah — 

1st - — In [futuie the eountiy of all the Chiefs on this sider 
of the river shall be guarded from the encroachments of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing 

2nd — Foi the piotection thus granted to the Chiefs no 
tribute shall be demanded 

3rd — The Chiefs shall remain in full exercise of all 
their usual and former rights and pnvileges m their own 
possessions, 

4th — Should the British army, through views of general 
welfare, hare occasion to pass through this country, the Chiefs 
shall to the utmost of their power assist the British troops 
with supplies and eveiy other necessaries 

5th — Should an enemy approach from any quarter for 
the purpose of conquering the country on this side of the river, 
all the Chiefs, agreeably to the rules of friendship and of 
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mutual interest, shall 30 m their foice to those o£ tho Bntisli 
and make one cause m expelling the enemy 

Gth — All Europe articles which may he bringing for the 
use of the army shall bo allowed to pass without the demand 
of the duty by the Thannadars and Sayculars of the several 
Chiefs of Main ah 


Letter from 
Colond Och 
terlony to 
tho R(i]a of 
Patidla 


7ll — Also all horses for the use of the army, purchased 
in the district of Sirlnnd or any other quarter, the hungeis of 
which are provided with passports from the Resident at Dehli 
or Officers Commanding the district of Sirhind, shall be 
allowed to pass without duty. 


{Tine translation) 
K B. STUART 


4 . 2 . Translation of an IfiaUah-namch addressed to tho Chiefs of 
the country of Mahcah and Strhtnd on this side of the 
Rncr Sutlcdgc, — dated 2nd May 1809 


It is clearer than the sun and bcttci proved than the 
existence of )esterday that tho marching of a detachment 
of British tioops to this side of the livei Sutlcdgo was 
entirely at the application and earnest entreaty of the several 
Chiefs, and originated solely from friendly considerations m 
the Bntisli Government to preserve them m their possessions 
and independence A Treaty having been concluded on the 
25th of April 1809 between Mi Metcalfe on the part of the 
Bntisli Government and Maharaja Runjeet Sing, agreeably 
to tho ordeis of tho Right Ifon'ble the Gov ernor-Goneral m 
Council, I have the pleasme of publishing for the satisfaction 
of the Chiefs of the country of Malwoli and Sirhind, the 
pleasuie and resolutions of the Butish Government as con- 
tained m the soven following articles — 


Proclamation 
to the Cis 
Sutlej Chiefs 


1st —Tho country of tho Chiefs of Malwah and Sir- 
hind having entered under tho British protection, they shall 
in future be secured fiom tho authority and influence of 
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Proclamation 
to tho Cis 
Sntloj Chiefs 


Mahainja Runject Smg confoimably to tlio tenns of tho 
Treaty. 


Snd — All the country of tho Chiefs thus taken under 
protection shall bo exempted fiom all pecuniary tribute to 
tho Butish Government. 


3>d — Tho Chiefs shall remain m the full exercise of 
the same lights and authority in their own possessions which 
they enjoyed before they weie received under the British 
piotection 


4tli — Should a British force on purposes of general wel- 
fare be lequired to march tlnough tho country of the said 
Chiefs, it is necessaiy and incumbent that every Chief shall 
within his own possessions assist and furnish to the full of his 
power such forco with supplies of grain and other necessaries, 
which may be demanded 

5th — Should an enemy approach from any quarter foi the 
purpose of conqueimg this country, friendship and mutual 
interest require that the Chiefs join the British army with 
all their forces, and exerting themselves in expelling the 
enemy act under discipline and proper obedience 

Gih — All Euiope articles brought by merchants from 
the eastern distnots for the use of the aimy shall be allowed 
to pass by the Thannadars and Sayerdars of the several Chiqfs 
without molestation and the demand of duty 

7th — All horses purchased for the use of the Cavalry 
regiments, whether m the district of Sirhmd or elsewhere, tho 
bringers of which being provided with sealed rahdartes from 
the Resident at Dehlie or Officer Commanding at Suhind, 
shall be allowed to pass thiough the country of the said Chiefs 
without molestation or the demand of duty 


(Time translation ) 
R, B STUART 
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43. Fiom Litutcnani-Coloncl D Ocii terl oar, Commanding 
at Loodcana, to N B Edvoastoze, Esgutie, Ohwf 
Secretary to Government, Fort William, — No 13, dated 
Loodcana, 6th May 1S09 

1 nvvE the honor to transmit jou herewith a copy of 
a letter, with translations, wnlten to Ibo Raja of Puttcealnli 
in consequence of the instructions contained m your dispatch 
•of the 10th ultimo 1 

2 Simil ir lclteis have been written to all the southern 
Chiefs who solicited our protection, yaiying only m tnfles 
adapted to the poison addressed. 

3 I have also gnen to all the Vakeels in attendance 
on me an Ilttllah or Is/i/tar vamch, a copy of which, with 
translation, I hare also the honoi to transmit under the en- 
velope, and copies of this latter document hai e also been sent 
to the restored Chiefs of Khar, Pmreedkote and Mullair 
Kotlah, as well as to the actual dependants of Raja Runjeet 
Sing possessing lands on this side of the Sntlcdge, with the 
exception of Jodh Sing, Ivulsiah, to uhom I havo delayed the 
transmission, as, the conduct of that Chief having been 
represented to the Right Ilon'ble the Go\ei nor- General, an 
official paper of this naturo might bo constiued into an act 
of indemnity interfering with His Lordship's decision, whilst 
the exception for a short period will augment his estimation of 
any lenity 6heu n 

4 I hare omitted hitherto to mention that, notwith- 
standing my repeated obseivations to Rajah Bhang Sing 
and Bliyo Lall Sing that their attendance with their troops 
was no longer necessary, these Chiefs as well as those of 
Putteealah and Nabah declined the permission to depart till 
the actual surrender of Pmreedkote convinced th^rn of the 
certainty of an amicable accommodation of all differences 

5 The whole conduct of Rajah Bhaug Sing had been 
marked by such a sense of piopriety and attachment that 
I could not l of use to his solicitation the usual presents on 

1 38 tuprt r 
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Question of 
retention or 
otherwise of 
Lndlndna. 


his taking leave, wliioli denote favor, and, though by no means 
so well satisfied witli Bhye Lall Sing, I fonnd I could not 
make a distinction between them, without entering into dis- 
cussions which had now become unnecessary and of accusations 
which he would deny and I was not disposed to support I 
therefoie gave to both the customary presents at then- taking 
leave 


6 The communication of the determination of Govern- 
ment to withdraw this post at an early period I have ventured 
for the present to withhold, as the expenses which have been 
incurred, both in the fort and m establishing cantonments, 
may induce the Right Hon'ble the Govemoi-Geneial to 
change that intention, and m this reserve I have been further 
induced by orders from His Excellency the Commander-In- 
Chief indicative of a longer continuance at this post than 
appears to have been in contemplation when your letter was 
written. 

7 Reeling as I do the fullest conviction that the pro- 
tection of the Southern Chiefs has been fully effected by the 
declaration of tho right to proteot, it appeals a contradiction 
to attach much value or importance to this place as a post, 
more particularly when I acknowledge that some of the incon- 
veniences described in your letter will doubtless be experienced, 
but I cannot contemplate its relinquishment without a very 
sincere regret, estimating its importance only as connected 
with that yet possible event which first suggested the advant- 
age to be dern ed from the maintenance of a force m this 
nd\ anccd position. 

8 As it affects the Rajah of Lahore, it is certainly 
a menacing position, but as an object of jealousy it will every 
day be \iewed with more and more indifference as our for- 
bearance and moderation become more conspicuous. As a 
grand step in advance towards a European enemy, it cannot 
I should imagine be considered unimportant, and as a perpetual 
memento of the obligations duo to us by tho Chiefs we protect 
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nnd of (lie fidelity and attachment ire haTO a consequent right Question of 

. . . hi . retention or 

to expect it mil liaie its use otiiomuo of 

Ludhiana 

9 Wlintei cr Raja Bhnug Sing may urge to the contrary, 
he must in time (if not already) he fully sensible of the gieat 
advantages denied from tioops being stationed in the distnct, 
and the possession of the fort and ground occupied by the 
cantonments kept for purposes of exercise u ould be amply paid 
for at Its 500 a month or Itb 0,000 per annum. 


44 Translation of a letter without date fiom Tlaja Ruxjket 
SlSG 

I ii we received jour kind letter convoying to me agree- Letter from 
able news of your lvelfnre, health, and acquainting me with the s,u J gi, RaBjlt 
unjust conduct of Gooibha Sing tow aids Kesar Smg in 
hai ing taken possession of several \ tllages belonging to tho 
Latter, recommending me to lake cognizance of tho affair, also 
other particulars 

I liaie already written to Goorbha Smg ordering the 
eiacuation of tho places belonging to Kesar Sing and foi- 
bidding his offering any injustice to the said person and a 
sen ant on my own part has received the strongest charge and 
injunctions to caution lum in future against conduct wlnob 
may cause j r our disapprobation, which ho has been ordered to 
pay every attention to avoid Should any unworthy conduct 
a second time proceed from him you may depend that proper 
notice shall bo taken of it. You have alluded that he might 
bo tho means of (God foibid) estranging the mutual friend- 
ship Dear Sir, what can this mean ? By the blessing of the 
self-sufficient Disposer, a Treaty of mutual good-will and 
friendship has been happily concluded between the two mighty 
States, and unceasing pains are taking on both sides for its 
preservation It cannot be impaired by the instigation of 
such a person, who shall not even be allowed to draw his 
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breath, but for the good of both States A6 far as legards me 
and this affan, you may put your mind perfectly at ease It 
would be very impiopcr to represent it to Calcutta, and I hope 
this shall not he done In every instance I have taken, and 
shall take, proper care that there be no cause of difference 
considering both 6ides to be a family of one. I hope you will 
without ceremony write to me on any affair or bnsiness, 
assured that I shall accomplish the same May the days of 
joy and happiness belong to your wishes. 

(True translation ) 

K B STUART 


45 From Lieutenant- Colonel P O.mrr, Military Secretary 
to the Oommander-tn- Chief, to A Seton, Esquire, 
liesulent at Dehli, — dated Head Quarters, Meerut , 23rd 
May 1809 


Resignation, 
by Lieutea 
ant Colonel 
Ochterlony of 
his command 
at Ludlulna, 


By direction of the Commander-m- Chief, I have the 
honor to transmit for your information copy of a General 
Order dated 22nd instant, directing Lieutenant-Colonel Oeh- 
terlony to resign the command of the detachment of British 
troops at Loodkiana to Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, the 
next senior officei, when it may be convenient to him to 
do so, and you will perceive by the accompanying copy 
of my letter- to the latter officer that he has been apprized 
of the intentions and wishes of Government regardiner 
the civil duties which may devolve on him m his new 
command. 


"With reference to the 24th paragraph of Mr Edmon- 
stone's letter to my address of the 29th April, respecting the 
instructions of Government to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, 
under date the 10th ultimo, I have m obedience to His 
Excellency’s command addressed a letter to that officer, of 
which the enclosed is a copy, and when I am honored with his 
reply you shall be made acquainted therewith.. 
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Enoiosuee to 45. 

From Lieutenant- Colonel P Oaeet, Military Secretary to the 
Oommander-m-Ohief, to Lieutenant-Colonel D Ooetee- 
lont, Commanding at Ludhiana, — dated Meerut, 22nd 
May 1809 

When I had the honor to address you on the 20th 
instant it did not appear to the Commander-m-Chief that 
any instructions regarding the political functions of your 
command were necessary. It has, however, since occurred to 
His Excellency as well as to Mr Seton that, in the event of 
your being engaged m any correspondence with the Sikh 
Chiefs m the course of canying into effect the instructions of 
Government to your address under date the 10th ultimo, and 
of your having made to them any explanatory communications 
which are not final, it would he, His Excellency conceives, for 
the advantage of the public service that you should continue 
to hold your present command until the whole be determined, 
since it would be much more easy for you to finish what 
you have begun (more especially while at Ludhiana) than for 
the Resident at Delhi to take up the business and bring it to 
a conclusion 

It is, however, by no means the wish of the Commander- 
m-Chief that the above suggestion should occasion your 
detention at Ludhiana one moment longer than may be agree- 
able and convenient to you Eor this reason no alteration 
takes place in the order for the transfer of your command to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, which is worded as His 
Excellency had directed before he deemed it advisable to 
desn-e me to addiess you on this subject. 

46. From Lieutenant-Colonel D Ochterzont, Commanding 
at Loodcana, to N E Edxonstone, Esquire, Chief Secre- 
tary to Government, Fort William , — dated Loodeana, 
25th May 1S09 

I had last mght the honor to receive your letter of the 
29 th ultimo, 1 and on the evening of the 2 3rd instant I 
received from the Military Secretary to His Excellency the 
Commander-m- Chief a copy of your dispatch of the same date 

1 40 supra 
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2 I foci myself perfectly inadequate to express the 
logrol, contrition nnd gratitude, which these communications 
hare excited, nnd I can only liojn t lint His Lordship mil do 
justico to those sentiments which I lmo not language to 
define. 

3 I would wish to think that there nre few officers in 
the sen ice who expect and exact moro rigid attention to the 
essentials of discipline from those under his command than 
myself, and I fool a firm persimmon no one is more disposed 
to show respect, defereneo and okedienco to superiors , it was 
not therefore without aery sincere concern that, whilst I felt 
myself compelled to acknowledge the force nnd justice of 
every argument in ^ our addiess to Lieutenant-Colonel Corey, 
I was also obliged to admit that I had permitted circum- 
stances nnd feelings to lead mo apparently to act m direct 
conti adiclion to my principles and practice 

4 Submitting therefore with tho utmost deference to 
Ilib Lordship's decision and acknowledging with gratitude 
the lenity I have experienced, I trust I may he permitted, 
without transgressing the bounds of respect, to attempt to 
extenuate, and to this end I must solicit His Lordship's 
attention to a distinction which, however erroneous, had a 
considerable share in the censure of the Eight Hon’ble the 
Governor- General 

6 It struck me that a general order gravely promul- 
gated on full and mature deliberation might be considered as 
essentially different from a letter of instructions written under 
the impiession of an inaccurate and erroneous repoit A very 
strong and important fact was unknown to His Excellency 
wdien the letter of the 2 3rd of March was written, and I 
conceived it not only justifiable but necessary to report for 
His Excellency’s information that the insult and aggression 
alluded to appeared to me to have originated m the circum- 
stances of Captain Matthews encamping under the walls of a 
fort of the Rajah of Lahore with less ceremony than would 
have been obseued at one of orn own, and it therefore became 
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necessary I should appeal to those customs and usages -winch 
•were familiar to His Excellency, and the mfiingement of 
•which on the part of our troops the Commandci-m- Chief -was 
not then aware of 

G An investigation had been oidered, hut the Adju- 
tant-General’s Icttei was written before the result of that 
investigation had been reported to His Excellency, and what 
is noticed in the 11th paragraph of ) oui lettei to Lientenant- 
Colonel Carey as objections to the Commander-in-Chief’s 
Older weie meant only as obsenations arising from the very 
great difference which appeared between the investigation 
by Major Adams and report of Captain Matthews My 
cxpiessions have very imperfectly convoyed my meaning, 
if they seem to imply disobedience or even an objection 
unjustified by that vanation, and which weie submitted to 
His Excellency’s judgment and consideration, not merely as 
an act of duty, but with a hope that they would prove 
acceptable 

7 In the midst of a native temtory where every 
peasant is armed, wheie shooting at a mnik is a constant 
practice, where eveiy revolving moon is ushered m by a 
discharge of musquetry, and the celebration of eveiy festival 
is attended with a waste of gunpowder, I confess I felt 
myself ombanassed by instructions which seemed to me to 
leave the population of the country at the discretion of 
any officer who might interpret accidents into aggression, 
mistake merriment foi insult, or resent indiscretions produced 
by his own intempoinuce or misconduct In elucidation of 
theso suppositions I hope I may be allowed to refer to the 
report of Major Adams wheie the Thanahdar declared that 
the shots fired weie at a mark, wheie it is pioved that 
the followers of Captain Matthews’ detachment unmolested 
purchased gram and othei articles of necessary consumption, 
and where it is shown that m older to form a road for his 
guns that officer threw part of the glacis into the ditch 

8 My principal aim m submitting these observations 
to His Excellency’s consideiation was a hope that they would 
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pioduce such a modification o£ tlio older as would at least 
transfei tlie discietionaiy power of inflicting punishment from 
every Subaltern entrusted with the command of a small 
party to the officer holding the general command of the 
detachment In the attainment of this object, dictated by 
stiong feeling, I certainly had no thought of the Raja of 
Lahore or his adherents, the Envoy or my own political duties 
It was an effort to obviate measures which appeared to me 
unnecessarily haish and severe, and I am at this moment 
convinced that if I had been happy enough to have made my 
motives intelligible, instead of being suspected of premeditated 
disrespect and disobedience, I should have been consideied to 
have rendered a service most grateful to His Excellency's 
feelings and disposition I entieat His Loidship will heheve 
my most solemn assurances that I had not the most distant 
idea of disrespect, and that I lament most sincerely that my 
language could bear an interpretation so foreign to my 
intentions, or lead to an idea of either civil or military 
insubordination equally repugnant to my principles and dis- 
tant from my contemplation 

9 Of my resignation I Bliall not offer a defence It 
arose not from any but many circumstances, some of which 
would be unnecessary and some perhaps improper to be 
brought forward I must be dead to every sense of honor, 
ambition and interest if I could be insensible of the importance 
of my command and of the great and flattering distinction 
it conferred It was not theiefore without reluctance that I 
yielded to a strong conviction that it was the most acceptable 
sacrifice I could make to His Excellency the Commander- 
m-Chief, and would m the strongest and most satisfactory 
manner evince my dutiful respect for his sentiments, opinions 
and wishes 

10 The view in which His Lordship has seen my 
conduct must be a subject of regret, but, whilst I acknowledge 
with sentiments of profound gratitude that even under these 
impressions justice has been tempered by mercy, I cannot 
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but indulge a bope that there may be found m this respect- Explanation 
ful explanation some circumstances winch will palliate my Oohterlonym 
errors and induce His Lordship not altogether to withdraw connection 
those favorable sentiments which fiist honored me by the bu re passed 
selection foi this command, and which have even m this last 011 hlm 
instance condescended to soften the seventy of reprehension 

47- From Licutcmni-Oolonel D OcnTEnioxr, Commanding at 
Loodcana, to Lieutenant Colonel Oahet, Military Secre- 
tary to His Excellency tlio Commandcr-m-Chief, — dated 
Loodeana, SGth May 1S09 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter accompanying the copy of a dispatch from Mr Secre- 
tary Edmon stone to yom addiess and your private letter of 
the 22nd instant. 

In His Excellency’s concurrence in the opinion held by 
the Bight Ilou’ble the Governor-General I feel the smeerest 
satisfaction, but I cannot too often repeat that, however 
unfortunate I may have been m my expressions, I never for a 
moment intentionally violated the deference and submission 
due to His Excellency’s situation and authority 

Of my resignation I shall not offer a defence unless by 
a reiteration of my assurances that I thought it the strongest 
proof I could at the moment give of my respectful submission 
to His Excellency’s supposed opinions, but the impressions 
under which that resignation was offered having been removed 
by your land and candid private communications, I cannot 
transmit the enolosed copy of my dispatch to Mr Seton 
without acknowledging that it would be most grateful to 
my feelings to owe my restoration to the command to His 
Excellency’s recommendation, not only as it would affect me 
m the opinion of Government on the only point which has 
incurred their unqualified censure and disapprobation, but as 
it would evince His Excellency’s concurrence m the indul- 
gent view taken of my conduct by the Bight Hon’ble the 
Governor-General in Council. 
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Arrangements 
CDnsequent on 
the resigna- 
tion of his 
command by 
Colonel OoU- 
terlony 


48. Fiorn Lieutenant- Colonel D. OcnTrnzozr, Commanding 
at Loodcana, to A Szton, Esquire, Resident at Delhi , — 
dated 26th May 1809 

I do not loso a moment in transmitting- you a copy 
of a letter which I have reccned from the Military Secretary 
to His Excellency the Commandcr-in- Clnef 

<1 In thus early drawing your attention to this letter 
and to the obsenahons nlnck I shall haio the honor to make 
on the airangements u Inch it has pleased Ills Lordship to 
make m consequence of my resignation of this command, I 
am governed by a sense of duty winch supersedes every 
apprehension of their being liable to a suspicion of an 
interested or selfish nature. 

3 The letter from His Excellency's Secretary supposes 
that I may have made some communication of a description 
which not being final may requne explanation or elucidation, 
and for these purposes alone His Excellency, concurring in 
opinion with you, coneenes it of importance to the publick 
service that I should remain till they are completed Of 
this description, however, there are only two which are likely 
to require particular reference to Government, and it is 
probable instructions on both may arrive before I can reach 
Kurnaul, which will render all reference unnecessary 

4- It is not therefore on any ground of effecting a 
final explanation of any particular business, but on general 
principles of possible publick advantage and utility, that I beg 
leave to solicit your opinion how far, under my notion of 
probable benefit, it would be expedient or proper for me to 
remain m the actual discharge of my political duties till the 
further pleasure of His Lordship m Council can be leceived 

5. You are already apprized of the reasons which for 
the present have induced me to withhold any co mmuni cations 
respecting the probability of the relinquishment of the ad- 
vanced position, and you are aware .that the Bajah of Lahore 
has received intimation that in all cases where he deems 
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it necessary lie is to conespond and communicate with and 
through me as tlie Officei Commanding at Loodeana. 

G The extensive districts lield by himself and bis 
dependants, the defection of some, bis right to others, and 
the lequisite permission to pass troops to this side of the 
Sutledgc for the chastisement of the disaffected, and the 
general controul of all, ha\ e been already the present cause of 
correspondence and must be, from the nature of the Treaty 
and the locality of the command, a continual recurrence 

7 To appeal m all such cases, trivial perhaps and 
ummportaut m their nature, but of obvious necessity to 
pursue, to you at Delhi mil be such an additional burthen to 
your other duties, and occasion so great and injurious, and of 
course disgusting delays to the parties interested, that I con- 
sider it a duty to suggest to you, mth your concurrence and 
support to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, either 
that I should remain in command m the exercise of my 
political functions till the pleasure of Government is known, 
or that His Excellency should take on himself to select such 
officer as he may deem competent and invest him mth similar 
powers under lus own authority 

8 As I have taken the liberty ever since my resignation 
to state my ideas of the importance of this post, it would 
be intrusive to press the subject again on the attention of 
His Lordship in. Council, but I hope it will not be deemed 
presumptuous if X venture to suggest an arrangement, m the 
event of a continued determination to withdraw the post of 
Loodeana, which m my humble judgment would preservo 
many, if not all, the advantages without any very material 
expense or inconvenience, which is to retain possession of llio 
fort and to garrison it mth such a number of companies as 
His Excellency may think proper, and that it should be made 
the stationary residence of an officer, civil or military, who 
nnder your orders should haie charge of all political commu- 
nications with the Rajah of Lahore and a general contras 
and superintendence of the southern Chieftains, 
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Arrangements 
consequent on 
tlio resigna- 
tion of bis 
command by 
Colonel OcU* 
torlony 


9 Without an interference beyond the -wishes and 
intentions of the Right Hon'blc the Governor-General in 
Council, I feel a conviction that much anarchy .and discord 
amongst the Chiefs may he avoided by the 6imple expres- 
sion of his wishes or recommendation Then dependence and 
submission would he confhmed, and all refeiences respecting 
tho passage of troops oi any othei communications with the 
Rajah of Lahore would be easily accelerated, u hilst the officer 
so stationed would, with proper management, keep up such 
correspondence and obtain such intelligence as may eventually 
piove of the fiist importance 

10 The mere occupancy of the Port of Loodeana by a 
few companies I considei of the greatest consequence, and the 
experienced abilities, address, firmness and judgment of Mr 
Metcalfe could m no place bo more usefully employed till a 
wider field is offered for the exercise of his approved talents. 

11 In consequence of the opinions and observations 
which I have here ventured to offer, I shall consider myself 
at liberty to avail myself of His Excellency's idea of pub- 
lick expediency and remain m command till I receive His 
Excellency's further orders on a consideration of this letter 
At the same time I earnestly request you will forward my 
letter express to Government, for unless His Excellency the 
Commander-m-Clnef thinks my propositions inadmissible or 
improper, I cannot think myself justified m quitting the 
command, unless relieved of my political functions on the 
spot, also till the Right Honorable the Governoi -General is 
in possession of my sentiments 

49. J From Lieutenant-Colonel D Ochterlont, Commanding 
at Loodeana, to A Seton, Esquire, Resident at Delln , — 
demi-official dated 28th May 1809. 

Convinced that a person vested with political functions, 
and competent to communicate when necessary with the 
Rajah of Lahore, is of more importance, or at least of as much 
importance as the post itself, I have sent you the accompany- 
ing pubhc letters express 



t ] LUDHIANA AGE NOT RECORES, 1800-09 ' US 

It is particularly necessary and important whilst the 
detachment remains, but I have already said that piotection 
is given by assuring the right to protect Yet so many, and 
so various, are the cases foi a Political Agent, so much added 
toil would be imposed on you, and so many benefits would 
I conceive arise from one being stationed in the Fort of 
Loodeana in my opinion, that I should ha\ e been guilty of a 
most reprehensible neglect and a more unwoithy silliness if 
I had suffered any circumstances to restrain an unreserved 
communication of my sentiments on an occasion so important. 

"Were I the Commander-m-Chief, I should not hesitate 
to order Metcalfe to Loodeana or invest 6 ome military man 
with my political duties pro tempore If the detachment 
is to be n ithdrawn he can retire from political power with 
it, but it is my deliberate opinion that such a situation should 
exist even if the detachment is withdrawn I earnestly 
request you will forward in)* letter In express to Government, 
for, unless His Excellency thinks mi propositions inadmissible 
or improper, I do not, I cannot, think imsolf pisiified m 
quitting the command till the Goiernor-General is in posses- 
sion of my sentiments 

No delay need take place in the transmission, as I have 
sent a copy to the Secretary for His Excellent ’s information, 
opinion and orders 


50 From A Seto y >, Esquire, Re* Nnt at Dchh, to Lieuten- 
ant- Cohn A D OcnrrrLO r, Com- aula <j at L idh arWi, — 
dated 29 th Hay 1809 

I axi 311 st honored by the receipt of \our di c ps*cb of 
the 2Gth instant , 1 stating it as \ our opinion tho* vur 
quitting Ludhianeh without leading at that post c omo 
vested with political authority to o-rr^oond ~ith T.z'Az 
Runjeet Sing and other SiLn Chief® f.,- the purrv- ~f 
adjusting without delay the num-ons m-> C r. hre ~r 
likely to occur, would be a'v-d'-d — tfl 
public service 
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Ampgomcnta 
consequent on 
tlio resigna- 
tion of his 
command by 
Colonel Ocli 
tcrlony 


2 I have no hesitation m acknowledging that, m my 
humble opinion, youi mow of the matter is \ery ]nst, and 
that, for some time at least, the furtherance of the public 
service would, be promoted by continuing to station at Ludln- 
aneh a person of ability, experience and local knowledge, 
vested uitli political powers for the purpose of adjusting 
without delay all disputed points and all those matters of 
doubtful right, -which may be expected to take place, until the 
happy operation of the late amicable arrangements, b) soften- 
ing animosity and inspiring confidence, shall have lessened the 
probability of any such occurrence 

3 The above, hov, ever, is only the unimportant opinion 
of an insignificant mdmdual Until the pleasure of the 
Bight Honorable the Govei nor- General in Council can be 
known, it will rest with the wisdom of His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief to adopt such arrangements as ho may 
deem expedient and suited to the circumstances of the 
occasion. 

P S — A copy of this letter shall be sent to the Military 
Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-m Chief, as also, 
accompanied by a transcript of your letter to my address, to 
the Chief Secretary. 


51 From A Setoe, Esquire, Resident at Delili, to Lieutenant- 
Oolonel P Oaree, Military Secretary to His Excellency 
the Oommander-m- Chief, — dated 29th May 1809 

Having received a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Och- 
terlony expressing his sense of the inconvenience to the public 
service with which his quitting Ludhianeh at this particular 
time would probably be attended, unless he were authorized 
to make over to some able and experienced person on the 
spot the charge of the political branch of his appointment, I 
have the honor to transmit a copy of my reply, which you are 
requested to be pleased to lay before His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, to whom it would appear Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony has already submitted a copy of his letter 
to my address 
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52 . Fiom Lieutenant- Colonel P Caret, Military Sectetary 
to the Oommander-in- Chief , to A Seton, Esquire, 
Resident at Delih, — dated 3 let May 1809 

I have received tlie lionor of your letter o£ yesterday’s 
date, transmitting tlie copy of your reply to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ocliterlony’s dispatch to your address of the 26th 
instant. 

The Commander-In-Chief is much obliged for the com- 
munication of your sentiments on the measure proposed by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochteilony, whose wish to retain the 
command of the Post at Ludhiana, you will perceive by the 
accompanying copy of a letter which I have thiB day addressed 
to him, His Excellency has approved until the pleasure of 
Government can be known For your further information I 
have the honor to enclose a copy of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s 
letter to which mine is m reply 


53 From N B Edmonstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secietary to Gov- 
ernment, Fort William, to A Seton, Esquire, Resident 
at Dehli, — dated 3rd June 1809 

You will be apprized by my letter of this date to Mr. 
Metcalfe, transmitted to yon under an open, cover for your 
perusal, of the intention of the Honorable the Governor- 
General m Council to dixeot a communication to you of his 
sentiments regarding the conduct of Jodh Sing of Chicherow- 
lee as described in Mr. Metcalfe’s dispatch No 85, and I 
now proceed to execute the orders of Government upon that 
subject 

2 Tlie general principles, which must regulate the de- 
termination of Government on the question submitted to its 
consideration by Mr Metcalfe, were stated in my letter to 
your address of the 20th of March, and need not therefore be 
repeated That Jodh Sing would have united his interests 
with those of Runjeet Sing m the event of a rupture between 
the British Government and the latter, is more than probably 
but to proceed to the punishment of the former for acts which. 
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although they manifested that disposition, were of a character 
much less hostile than those which hare been overlooked 
in Rajah Runjeet Sing himself, would m the judgment of 
His Loidship m Council be inconsistent and discreditable, — 
inconsistent, because the acts of Runjeet Sing m which Jodh 
Sing may he considered to be implicated by his adherence to 
the interests of the former have been consigned to obhvion, 
and consequently to punish the adherent of Runjeet Sing 
would be collaterally to resent the conduct of the latter when 
all cause of difference has declaredly ceased to exist } and 
discreditable, because it might expose us to the imputation of 
being guided m selecting the object of our resentment by 
motii es of apprehension rather than of justice, and of inflict- 
ing upon the weak and defenceless the punishment of offences 
which superior power and means of resistance had induced ub 
to compromise or overlook in another 

8. No act of positive hostility appears to he alleged 
against Jodh Sing His repoited advice to Runjeet Sing 
on the subject of resisting the requisitions of the British 
Government cannot well be stated as an exception, since it is 
stated merely as a report, and cannot therefore form a ground 
of proceeding As Mr Metcalfe observes, he had that interest 
at stake with both Governments which would naturally lead 
lum to temporize, and he had received benefits, not, like the 
other Sikh Chiefs, injuries, at the hands of Runjeet Sing He 
was not therefore equally concerned with them m the measures 
adopted for their protection 

4 In the present state of amicable connection with Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, Jodh Singh's attachment to the latter cannot be 
considered an offence against the British Government , but, as 
Mr Metcalfe observes, it will be a ground of suspicion and a 
cause of vigilance if ever that connection should be impaired 
oi dissolved. In the meantime, however, so long as Jodh Sing 
shall abstain from any acts of an hostile oi unfriendly nature 
towards the British Government it would he a measure of 
injustice to deprive him of his possessions. 
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6 On these grounds the Governor- General m Council 
is of opinion that, with respect to the lands which he possesses 
on this side of the Sutledge, Jodh S mg should be included in 
the general_arraugement_prescrijied_with’' regard 'to the- other 
Sikh Chiefs placed under our protection 

6. The Governor-General m Council regrets that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony should have excepted Jodh Smg 
from the number of the Chiefs to whom he transmitted the 
proclamation declaring the nature and extent of the relations 
in future to subsist between the British Government and the 
dependent Chiefs, because that omission was a tacit acknowl- 
edgment of Ins dependance" upon Runjeet Sing, even for the 
'lands which he holds on this side of the Sutledge It is the 
wish of His Lordslup m Council therefore that the same 
declarations should he made to him which have been made to 
the other Sikh Chiefs 

7 Mr Metcalfe has observed that if the late conduct 
of Jodh Sing should not he noticed, and if he should enjoy 
every advantage m common with those who acknowledge the 
protection of the British Government, his case would afford a 
bad example to others But the advantage which others are 
to derive from our protection, that of being relieved from the 
hazard of the Rajah's future encroachments, is not under 
present circumstances an objeot of solicitude to him, and 
consequently there is no standard of comparison between their 
case and his On the other hand, it is consistent with tho 
general system of our late arrangements, and even forms a 
part of that system, to consider Jodh Smg as far as respects 
the territory in his possession on this side of the Sutledge 
among the numbei of those who are placed m a condition of 
dependance upon the British Government In extending to 
him therefore the declaration of our protection we prosecute 
our own views rather than confer on him an acknowledged 
benefit, and the evil example of bestowing equal advantages 
on those who have manifested their attachment to our cause 
and those who have opposed it cannot be considered to touch 
the present question. 
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7 The preceding observations bear refeience to a part 
of Lieutenant- Colonel Ochteilony’s letter No 13, dated the 
6tb ultimo 1 You will receive in a separate dispatch the 
instiuclions of Government with leference to tlie other points 
of communication contained in that letter and m Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony's letter of the 4th ultimo. 


54 From N B Edsioxstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, Fort William, to A Setov, Esquire, Resident 
at Delhi, — dated 3rd June 1809 

Ir my dispatch of this date I had the honor to inform 
you that I had been directed to communicate to you in a 
Separate address the instructions of Government on the sub- 
ject of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony's dispatches Nos 32 
and 13, dated respectively the 4th and 6th of May. The 
instructions of Government are necessarily addressed to you ip 
consequence of Lieutenant- Colonel Ochterlony’s resignation 
of the duties of his late command. 

2. To provide for the case of your not having received 
copies of those dispatches, transcripts of them are enclosed 

3 In the 5th paragraph of his dispatch No 12, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ochterlony has justly anticipated the determi- 
nation of the Right Honorable the Governor-General m 
Council on the question which it was the object of that 
dispatch to submit to the consideration of Government; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oohterlony acted with propriety m restor- 
ing to Bhunga Sing the districts of Burareh and Udaweb, 
which had been wrested from him by Rajah Runjeet Sing 
during his last expedition to the southward, although those 
lands were formerly usurped by Bhunga Sing and by an act 
of personal interest, involving, however, an act of justice, had 
been, restored by Runjeet Smg to the legitimate owner. The 

1 43 supra 
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reasons, which appear to tho Go\ ernor-General in Council to 
preclude any obligation on the part of the British Government 
to linestigato the legality of tho titles to lands possessed by 
the Sikh Chiefs antecedently to the Rajali of Lahore’s last 
expedition and wrested from them on that occasion, haaing 
already been full) stated m the dispatch to which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Oehtcrlony refers and in my lotter to his address of 
the Gth of February, it is unnecessary to renew the discussion 
of that subject It is sufficient to signify to you the desire of 
the Go\ ernor-General in Council that should it be requisite 
to announce the decision of the British Go\ernment on tho 
question stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ochtcrlonj’-, you will 
explain the principle of our proceedings with regard to the 
Rajah’s recent conquests, namely that of placing the territories 
between the Sutledge and the Jumna m the same condition 
with respect to actual occupation as that which existed at 
the period of the Rajah of Lahore’s last expedition wathout 
entering into an m\ cstigation of anterior rights The Gover- 
nor-General in Council does not deem it necessaiy under 
present circumstances to pass any observations on tho tenor of 
the Proclamation stated to lin\e been issued under the orders 
of tho Major-General commanding m the field, of which a 
copy and translation form enclosures in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlonj ’s dispatch No. 12. 

4* The terms of the Proclamation promulgated by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochteilony among the Sikh Chiefs, as reported 
in hi6 dispatch No 13, aio conformable to the instructions of 
Government contained in my letter to his address of the 10th 
of April 1 His Lordship m Council, however, observes that 
the decimations stated in the circular letters, which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochteilony addressed to the Rajah of Putteealah and 
others, differ m language, though not peihaps m substance, 
from those of the Proclamation, and some inconvenience may 
possibly arise from this variation, especially from the terms of 
the 1st Article, which in the circular letter declares the country 
of all the Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge to bo under the 
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protection of the British Government, whilst in the Proclama- 
tion this declaration is properly qualified by a reference to the 
provisions of the Tieaty, -which recognizing- certain dependants 
of the Rajah on this side of the Sutledge cannot be supposed 
v to inoinde them m a guarantee intended to operate against hr 
encroachments and authority This error, however, cannot 
now he rectified, as the letters cannot he recalled, and all that 
can be done is to draw your attention to it in order that you 
may be prepared, -when the occasion may require it, to explain 
the actual intentions of the British Government with respect 
to all persons holding lands between the two nvers. 

5 I am directed to express to you the wish of the 
Governor- General in Council to receive a statement of the 
Chiefs and territories thus placed under the protection of the 
British Government and of those which are excluded by the 
terms of the 2nd Article of the Treaty 

6 The Governor-General in Council entirely approves 
the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony in conferring 
the usual presents on Rajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Laul Sing 
on the occasion of their taking leave 

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony having stated m his 
dispatch now referred to that the sum of 500 rupees per 
mensem would form an ample compensation to Bhaug Sing 
for the loss which he sustains by our occupation of the post 
of Lodhiana, His Lordship in Council authorizes the payment 
of that amount from the date of the arrival of the detachment 
at that post until it shall be withdrawn 

8 With regard to the expediency of withdrawing that 
detachment, the opinion and determination of Government as 
already declared are not altered by the observations stated by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony on that subject The question 
has been fully discussed, and it only occurs to His Lordship m 
Council to add that the propriety of manifesting a confidence 
in the Rajah of Lahore's adherence to the faith of his en- 
gagements renders the removal of the detachment almost a 
necessary consequence of the conclusion of the late Treaty , 
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for, the detachment haying been stationed for the express 
puipose of guarding against the Rajah/ s encroachments -when 
the conclusion of a Treaty embiacmg that object was not 
under contemplation, its continuance would manifest a 
distrust of the Rajah's faith now 1 pledged by a solemn en- 
gagement to ahstaiu fiom those encroachments which the 
detachment was intended to pievent, and, although the Rajah 
has been compelled to acquiesce in its continuance, the ies- 
toration of real confidence is incompatible with that exteiior 
indication of mistrust which the permanent establishment of 
a Butish post at Lodhiana for the puipose above descubed 
necessarily involvos You will accoidingly obseive that the 
Governor-General m lus lettei to the Rajah of Lahore, on 
this assuUied ground of lelianee on the Rajah's public faith, 
has declaied the intention of withdrawing the detachment 
as soon as it shall be found convenient, maintaining at the 
Same time the privilege of marching troops into the territories 
of our dependants beween the two rivers whenever occasion 
Jnay requite* 

9, Copes of both my dispatches of this date to yoUr 
address will he transmitted for the information of His Ex- 
cellency the Commauder-in-Chief 

10 I am directed to take this opportunity of obseivmg 
that the means of communication with llajah Runjeet Sing, 
the necessity of winch with leference to past transactions is 
likely to be fiequent, would he matenally facilitated if the 
Rajah could be induced to station a Vakeel at Delhi, and this 
point is accordingly lecommended to your attention. 


55 From A Seton, Fsquii e, Eesident at Dehli , to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D OcuTERiONr, Commanding at LudJnaneh , — 
dated 11th June 1S09 

I have the honoi to transmit a lettei to Rajah Runjeet 
Siug, which I request you to be pleased to foiward to him as 
speedily as possible, as it contains the ratified copy of the 
Treaty concluded between the Butish Government and that 
Chief, and as it is exliemely desirable that it should leach 

1G 
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him on or before tho 21th of this month, as Mi. Metcalfe 
engaged that it should be in his possession u llhm two months 
fiom the 25th Apul lastr 


56 Doom A. Setox, Esquire T Resident at Dchh, to N B 
Edmoxstoxe , Esquire, Ohief Secretary to Government , 
Fort William , — dated 12th June 1809 

When Mr Metcalfe left this part of the country to- 
proceed to the Presidency, he took the precaution to request 
me to open any public dispatches to his addiess T.kick might 
reach tki6 place, and in the eient of their containing mstnre- 
tions -which required being earned into immediate execution, 
to do, without delay, whatever might be necessary, — a desire 
which had a particular reference- to the expected arm al of the- 
ratified copy of the Treaty concluded between the British 
Government and Rajah Runjeet Sing In conformity to 
that desire, I opened youi dispatch of the 80th ultimo to 
Mr Metcalfe, which reached Dehli yesterday afternoon, 
and, finding that it contained the ratified copy of the Treaty 
in question, and that it was deemed desirable that it should 
be delivered to that Chief within two months from the- 25th 
April last, agreeably to the engagement of Mr Metcalf e> 
I thought it my duty to forward it without delay I 
accordingly dispatched it last night to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony at Ludhianeh and requested him to tiansmit it 
immediately to Lahore It was accompanied by an ex- 
planatory letter from myself to the Rajah, a copy and 
translation of which, as also a copy of my letter to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony, you will be pleased to receive 
enclosed, 

2 The necessary communications on the subject shall be 
made by this night’s post to His Excellency the Commander- 
in- Chief and to Mi, Metcalfe, 
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Enclosure to 56. 

Translation of a letter from the Resident at Dchli to Rajah 
Rv\jeet Se\g of Lahore 

WnrN Mr. Metcalfe delivered to you the copy under liis 
seal of tlio Treaty concluded between tbe British Government 
and you, be engaged to piocurc, mthm the space of two 
months fiom tint time, the ratification thereof under the 
signature of the Right Honoiablc the G ovei nor-General in 
Council The copy of the Treaty so ratified has now icached 
tins place, and would liaio been delnered to you by Mr 
Metcalfe bad he still lieen with 3011 But, as that gentleman 
is now on his wa} T to Calcutta, tbe pleasing task of forwarding 
it devolves upon me You will accordingly be pleased to 
rcccne it herewith, and are recpiested to have the goodness to 
ictuin the cop}' formerly delnered to you b} r Till Metcalfe. 

I cannot but consider myself as peculiarly fortunate in 
thus being the medium of com eying to } r ou an instrument 
establishing the lclations of an amity and a concord so 
desirable and which will last to tho end of time 

In a few days 3011 mil receive the repl}' of the Right 
Honorable the Go\ ernor-Gcueral to }our fuendly letter to 
His Loidship Mcauwlulo tho accompan} T ing ratified copy 
of the Treat}' is forwarded without awaiting the pioparation 
of that reply, in ordei to secure its delivery to 3 r ou within 
two months, as engaged by Mr Metcalfe. 

57. From N B Ed voxstont, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government , Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ogu- 
tehloej, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 13th June 
1809. 

I ah duoctcd to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of tho 25th 1 and 27th ultimo, 2 and the Resident at Delhi has 
transmitted foi tho information of Government copies of 
your letter to liis address of tho 2Gth, and of his reply 8 , the 
whole connected with the communications contained m my 

1 40 t«pra 
8 Not printed 
8 4S, 40 and 50 supra 
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Restoration despatches to your addiess and to that of the Military Sec- 

OcUtorlony to re tary to His Excellency the Commandei-m-Chie£ of the 29th 

Lis command q£ Apill * 
at LudLidna * 

2 The sentiments expressed m your letters of the 25th 
and 27th ultimo aie considered by the Right Honhde the 
Govemoi -General m Council to be m the highest degiee 
cieditable to youi candor and to those honorable principles of 
which the uniform tenoi of your public conduct has afforded 
unquestionable proof His Lordship gives implioit ciedit to 
the explanations which you have affoided of the motives and 
objects of yom proceedings m those points in which they have 
appealed exceptionable, and has no hesitation in authoming an 
assuiance that the errors of judgment ascubed to you on the 
occasion of the late resignation of your command, — -er rors 
admitted to ongmatp in the excess_and_not in the perveision of 
t he s pirit of public zeal,— -have produced no alteration of those 
favoiable sentiments which induced the Goiernoi -General 
in Council to select you foi the duties of that command , 
and His Loidship in Council is happy to avail himself of the 
opportunity afforded by the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief of continuing you m the 
command of the detachment and m tho exeicise of tho 
functions originally vested m you so long as the post at 
Lodhiana shall be maintained The airangement described 
in my despatch to His Excellency’s Military Secretary of the 
29th of April is accoidmgly suspended, and the necessaiy 
intimation to this effect will be immediately transmitted to 
His Excellency and to the Resident at Delhi 

3 Under tho airangement adopted m consequence of tho 
resignation of your command, the instructions of Government 
on the subjects of your dispatches Nos 12 and 13, dated tho 
4th and Cth ultimo, haie necessarily been addiessed to the 
Resident at Delhi Copies of them aie now enclosed for your 
information and guidance If at the penod of his receipt of 
tine communication tho Resident at Delhi shall not haae en- 
tered upon the execution of those instructions, that duty will 

1 40 ntpra 
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dcvohc upon jou In a contrary case the nature and extent 
of oSIi Seton's proceedings anil o£ couise dcteimine the 
practicability of the transfer, and tins point Mi Seton anil 
be duccted to adjust in concert antli you. 

4 The Groacrnor General in Council lias given duo 
attention to tlio obseraations contained in youi letter to the 
llesidcnt at Delhi of the 2Gth ultimo 1 on the subject of the 
maintenance of the post of Lodlnana, eitliei by the continu- 
ance of tlic avliole detachment or by the occupation of the 
Fort antli a proportionate gmrison, a military oi civil ofiicei 
being at the same time aestod antli polit’cal powers for the 
adjustment of local questions 

5 His Lordship in Council observes that the ground 
of your suggestion still supposes a more extended and minute 
superintendence and guarantee of the lights and possessions 
of the Chiefs on this 6idc of the Sutledgc, and a greater 
lntei fcrencc in their concerns than is consistent antli the ul- 
timate object of our policy as described in my dispatch to your 
address of the 10th of Apnl 2 , and, adhering to the opinions 
and views therein stated, IIis Loidslup in Council retains his 
solicitude foi the early and cnluc eaacuation of the post 
of Lodlnana, even although the maintenance of it, in the 
modified form suggested by you, wcie compatible with the 
decimation contained in the Goicinoi-General’s late letter to 
the Rajah of Lahoio and with the considerations stated in 
the 8tli paragraph of my dispatch of the 3rd instant 3 to the 
Resident at Delhi Unless any new cncumstanccs shall have 
ansen, motives of convenience as it respects the period of 
the march of the detachment towards the British territories, 
and of policy as it relates to the countenance which it may 
afford to Mr Elphmstone's eventual retreat from attack 
through the Punjaub (on which point the sentiments of 
Government have already been communicated to His Excel- 
lency the Commandei-m-Chief), can now alone be permitted 
to retard the evacuation of the post of Lodlnana 

1 48 supra 

3 38 supra 

3 54 supra 
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G You will infer from the tenor of the present com- 
munication that, in the possible c\cnt of your having quitted 
Lodhiana preuously to the receipt of this dispatch, it is the 
wish of the Got er nor- General in Council that you should 
return and resume the command 

7. I am further directed to inform you that the orders 
relatnc to the cessation of your civil allowance of 500 rupees 
per mensem are to he considered as rescinded, and also that 
Lieutenant K 33 Stuart is to continue to hold the situation 
of Peisinn Interpreter with the salary annexed to it. 

58. From N R Eduoestoze, Esquire, Olncf Secretary to 
Government , Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D Ocn- 
TERLOxr , Commanding at Lodhiana , — dated 26th June 
1809 

I aw directed to transmit to you for your information the 
enclosed copy of a letter this day addressed by me to the 
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief 


Enclosure to 58 

FromN B Edmonstoee, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, 
to Lieutenant Colonel CjrEr , Military Secretary to Mis 
Excellency the Commander m Chief, — dated Fort William, 
the 26th June 1809 

1 ah directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
under date the 7 th instant, m reply to the observations of 
Government contained in my letter of the 29th of April on 
the question of withdrawing the military post at Lodhiana 
Mr Metcalfe’s despatch No 90 on the same subject has also 
been received 

2 The Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council deems it unnecessary to pursue the discussion of a 
subject which has already been placed m every light in which 
it is susceptible of being viewed Whatever the opinion of the 
Governor-General in Council may still he of the inconvenience 
and embarrassment attending the main tenance of the post of 
Lodhiana, the security of the mam object of our policy, 
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thnt of preventing tlie extension of Rajah Runjeet Sing's 
dominions orei tlie teintoncs between tbe Sntledge and tbo 
Jnmuii now placed under oui protection cannot ccilainly bo 
exposed to hazard by the continuance of tbe detachment at 
that station , whereas that security, in the cient of the 
removal of the detachment, forms the most important subject 
of doubt m the minds of those rep liable authorities whose 
opinions, founded on local knowledge and cxpenence and 
dnected by judgment and abilities, are entitled to the greatest 
weight. 

3 This consideration theiefoie, combined with a dne 
respect for those high authorities, has induced the Goreinor- 
General in Council to suspend his resolution lcgardmg the 
immediate lcmoinl of the detachment, and to leave the 
decision of the question to the result of furthei experience 
and of futiue deliberation 

4 Ills Loidslnp in Council deems it not improbable 
that, under a knowledge of the reference to Government on 
this question, the Resident at Della may hare judged it 
propel to postpone the transmission of the Governor-General's 
letter to Rajah Runject Smg r in which the resolution to- 
withdraw the detachment is announced, until appnzed of the- 
result of that reference, and under this supposition another 
letter, in which tbo passage relatne to the detachment is to- 
be omitted, will be immediately prepared and transmitted 
to the Resident at Delhi, to lie substituted for tbe foimer. 
But, as the intention slated m the letter to Runjeet Sing is 1 
not only mdcfimto with lospect to the penod of withdrawing- 
the detachment, but is combined with an implied latitude of 
determination respecting tbe employment of tioops m that 
quaiter without being responsible to the Rajah, the lesolu- 
tion stated m this despatch will not be affected by the actual 
transmission of the Governor-General's first letter to Rajah 
Runjeet Sing. 

6 A copy of this dispatch will be forwarded to tho 
Resident at Delhi and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony 
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59 From A Setoz, Esquire, Resident at Dchli , to Lieutenant * 
Colonel D, OcuTrniOh j, Commanding at Ludhtaneh , — 
dated 88lh Juno 1800 

Having leceivcd from tlie Chief Secretary a copy of Ins 
dispatch of the 21 th ultimo to your address, I think it my 
duty to lc-tinnsfei to you all the concspondence with the Sikh 
Chiefs which uould otheiwiso ha\e been conducted through 
me. 

2. The enclosed letter from the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General to Rajah Runjeet Sing reached me tuo 
days ago, hut, having understood that the load near Tenasser 
was infested by lobbcrs, I thought it expedient to postpono 
tlio transmission of it until I should write to Bhaug Sing 
on the subject Having taken that precaution, I think it 
needless to detain the letter in question any longer You will 
be pleased to forwaid it in the manner which } ou may deem 
most speedy and secuio I also have the honor to transmit a 
copy of a lettei from the Chief Secretary to Mr Metcalfe in 
which it Was enclosed 


Enceosuee to 50 

Translation oj a letter from the Right Honorable Che Governor* 
Geneial of India , to Rajah Runjeet Sinou, written 3rd 
June 1809 

I have had the pleasure of leceivmg your letter (recapitu- 
late that leceived 24th May), and the friendly contents of it 
have affoided me the highest satisfaction. 

The disposition of the British Government towards you has 
umfoimly been of the most amicable nature The mission of a 
gentleman of rank to yom Corn t afforded the strongest proof 
of my desire to cultivate and improve the relations of friend- 
ship between the two States The object of that mission was 
to Warn you of an approaching danger, and to propose the 
co-operation of the two States m lepelling it, — an object 
obviously incompatible with any other tlian the most amicable 
views on my part. Even when circumstances rendered it 
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necessary to assemble a considerable force near your frontior, 
notwithstanding the indications on your part of intentions 
remote from the dictates of fuondship, — especially the pro- 
positions which you conveyed to Malm Rajah Dowlut Row 
Scmdiah through Goor Dyal Misser and your Vackeels, 
Indcrdeo and Sahib Sing, with the details of which I have 
long been acquainted, — no attempt was made to disturb the 
tranquillity of your dominion, and tbo British Government 
patiently awaited the effect of amicable negotiations for 
the fulfilment of requisitions, the justice of which was 
unquestionable, and no sooner had you complied with them 
than the main body of the British troops retired from your 
frontier, and I immediately authowed the conclusion of a 
Treaty of mutual and perpetual amity 

You have now therefore experienced the most irrefragable 
proofs of the unfounded naturo of those apprehensions regard- 
ing the views and design of the British Government with 
which interested persons had mspued you, aud it affords mo 
tho highest satisfaction to observe from the tenor of your 
letter that every sontiment of suspicion is now removed fiom 
your mmd, and that you are equally solicitous with this 
Government to preserve aud improve the relations of mutual 
cordiality and good understanding 

I repose the fullest reliance on tho professions of sincere 
attacliment contained in yoiu letter and on your strict adher- 
ence to the engagements which you have contracted Such 
indeed is my confidence in this respect that I shall not now 
think it necessary to maintain a detachment of British troops 
in advance for the protection of those Chiefs who are 
guaranteed by the Treaty I shall consider them secure 
against the encioachments of your servants and dependants 
by the faith of your engagements 

It is accordingly my intention to direct the return of the 
detachment at present stationed at Lodhiana as soon as may be 
found convenient You are now, however, so well convinced of 
the amicable viewB and disposition of the British Government 

17 
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that the continuance or removal o£ the detachment can be a 
matter of little concern to you When the power of the 
Marhattah Chiefs Was established m the north of Ilmdoostan, 
their tioops weio frequently advanced into the country between 
the Sutledgo and tho Jumna without occasioning in your 
mmd the slightest apprehension or exciting on your part any 
cnquny or solicitude regarding the object of their advance 
With tho experience yon have now had of the amicable 
disposition of the British Government and with your 
knowledge of its invariable adherenco to the obligations of its 
engagements, which is proverbial throughout Ilindoostan, I 
expect that you will manifest the same degiec of confidence 
m the British Government 

I have already transmitted to you an exact copy of the 
Treaty as concluded by Mr Metcalfe ratified by my seal and 
signatures of the members of this Goi eminent, and I have 
now only to express my firm hope and expectation that the 
foundations of mutual friendship and good-will thus happily 
established wall continue unimpaired until the end of tune 

P S. — (In reply to the poslsci ipt enclosed in the Rajah’s 
letter) — With respect to your desire that the words “null and 
void 13 should be omitted, which would in fact be the omission 
of the 3rd Article of the Treaty, My Friend, it is certainly 
true that the Article m question cannot be considered abso- 
_ lutely necessary, not only for the reason you have stated, 
namely, that a departure from the rules of friendship and a 
violation of the engagement is impossible, but also because 
without any such express stipulation it is evident that if 
either party should act in that manner the Treaty would 
become null and void But I have not judged it proper to 
expunge the Article in question, because the Treaty having 
been settled after much discussion between you and Mr 
Metcalfe and appearing to be in all respects proper, I wished 
to return a copy Bigned and sealed by myself precisely the 
same as that which you delivered to Mr Metcalfe, and because 
such an alteration would have rendered it necessary to return 
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the latter and ohtam another from you m its amended form, 
which would have occasioned much delay 


60 From N D EdvO'iSTOm:, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Qoi eminent , Fort William, to Lieutenant- Colonel D 
Ocnrcmo^r, Commanding at Lodhtana, — dated 1st July 
1S09 

I aw directed to transmit to you, for your information 
and guidance, the enclosed copy of a letter this day addressed 
hy mo under the orders of the Right Ilonoiable the Gover- 
nor-Geneial in Council to the Military Secretary to His 
Excellency the Commandcr-m-Chief. 


Enclosure (1) to GO 

From N B Edvo,\sto\i:, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Got eminent, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel C <nsr. 

Military Secretary to Ths Excellency the Commander tn- 
Chicf, — dated 1st July 1809 

I aw dnectcd to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch Resumption 
under date the 13th ultimo, enclosing copies of a letter to your propnetow of 
address fiom Lieutenant-Colonel Oohteilony and of 3 om reply, ^[^ r ^ cou 
on the subject of the aid to be nffoided to Rajah Runjeet Ranyt Suigli 
Sing in the lecovery of ceitam places forming a part of 
his early conquests, which the original propnetors, taking 
ad\ antnge of the advance of the British troops, had lesumed, 
and of the expediency of retaining the post oE Lodbiana 


2 Mr Motcalfe’s report upon the former of those two 
subjects, contained in his dispatch No 88, dated the 21st 
of May, afforded icason to suppose that the mediation of 
Mr Metcalfe and Lieutenant-Colonel Ockterlony had secured 
the restoration of the places in question, viz, Bhugta and 
Sydookee, to the Rajah’s authonty On that occasion it was 
proposed that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochteilony should endeavour 
to persuade the zemindais to submit peaceably to the Rajah’s 
authonty, and if those efforts should fail, that punishment 
should be inflicted on the part of the Rajah by mutual consent. 
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To tins proposition the Rajah agreed, and in a letter to the 
Envoy, received the lGth o£ April, ho i\ rites as follows — 

“Tho zemindars of Bhugta and Sydoohee have not yet 
attended According to Colonel Oehtorlony's recommendation, 
when they attend, their fault shall certainly be pardoned , 
and in the event of their delaying to appear an order shall 
be sent to Dewan Mohknm Chund to punish the two villages 
with the consent and concurrence of the Colonel, and not on 
any account to act differently from the Colonel's advice " 

8 This arrangement seems entirely conformable to the 
mode of proceeding recommended by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-m-Chief, and perhaps the controul over the measures of 
the Dewan in recovering the revolted villages, which controul 
on this occasion the Rajah has consented to place m the hands 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ockterlony, may obviate the objection 
which on general principles appears to oppose the expediency 
of permitting the Rajah to employ his troops on services of 
this descuption on the left side of the Sutledge, and which 
the Governor-Goneral in Council is disposed to think of 
sufficient force to lender advisable the employment of our own 
troops instead of those of the Rajah on similar occasions His 
Lordship in Council will, however, be happy to learn that the 
success of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony's amicable mediation 
has precluded the necessity of having recourse to force 
His Excellency will have observed by the tenor of my letter 
to Mr Metcalfe of the 15th ultimo, a copy of which has been 
transmitted to you for His Excellency's information, that the 
Governoi- General m Council lecogmzed the light of Runjeet 
Sing to re-occupy the villages m question, and approved 
the mteiposition of Mi Metcalfe and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony for the purpose of effecting their restoration to 
the Rajah's authority 

Continuance 4 My letter of the 26th ultimo to your address wfll 

LudUiina^ ° f have apprized His Excellenoy of the resolution of Government 
to authorize the continuance of the post of Lodlnana until 
further orders It is unnecessary therefore at present to 
resume the discussion of that subject It appears proper, 
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however, to advei t to a question winch Lieutenaut-Colonol 
Ocbtcilony has discussed m his letter to your address of tho 
Gth ultimo, and which is treated more at largo m Sir. 
Metcalfe’s dispatch No 93, dated tho 17th ultimo, namely tho 
necessity of our interference in tho event of disputes among 
the Sikh Chieftains and otheis between tho Sutlcdgo and tho 
Jumna, so far at least ns to prevent tho encroackmonts of tho 
strong on the possessions of tho weak. 

5 So long as the detachment of British troops shall 
coniiniuTto occupy its advanced post, the Governor-Genoial 
m Council is aware that our interference m such disputes 
must in a great degree he unavoidable It rvas nevei tho in- 
tention of Government publicly to announce a resolution not 
to interfere, on the contrary, m the instructions of Govern- 
ment to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony of the 6th of February 
it was declared that Go\ eminent reserved the right, without 
acknowledging the obligation, to exercise such interference, 
and in. cases m which our neutrality might tend to the 
re-establishment of the power and influence of Rajah Runjeet 
Sing within the territories under onr protection, such interfer- 
ence must be exercised, whether the detachment be continued 
or withdrawn, and by this standard it must be regulated. 
The cases stated by Mr Metcalfe exceed the limits of those 
petty dissensions in which our interference has been considered 
unnecessary and inexpedient, and are certainly such as would 
lequtre the interposition of the British Goiernment, and 
under the powers icsted in Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony 
that officer will consider himself authorized to take cogni- 
zauce of complaints preferred to lnm and of occurrences nmong 
the Sikh Chieftains according to the general principle nboio 
described, referring on occasions of difficulty and doubt for 
instructions to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

G As His Excellency may not have received a copy of 
Mr Metcalfe’s dispatch aboie referred to, I am directed to 
transmit enclosed a copj 1 of that part of it which relates to 
the latter subject of this letter 

1 Sot prid'd. 
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7. A copy o£ tln6 dispatch will bo forwarded to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ocbtcilony for Ins infoiination and guidance, 
and also to the Resident at Dehli. 


61 . From A Setoh, Esquire , Resident at Delhi, to N, B 
Edhonstoxe, Esquire, Okie/ Secretary to Government, 
Fort William,' — dated 15th July 1809 

Contimmnco I have tlie lionor to acknowledge tbc receipt of your 

Ludludnof ° letter of tlie 26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of one to 
tbe Military Secretary to His Excellency tlie Commander- 
In-Chief, communicating the intonlion of Goieinment to 
autbousc tlie continuance of the detachment at Lndhianeli 
until further orders 

2 Under the circumstance of the present modification 
of the former arrangement, it is a matter of deep regret to 
me that I did not take upon myself the responsibility of 
postponing the transmission of the reply of the Right 
Honorable the Governor- General to Rajah Runjeet Sing, 
until I should know the result of the refeience made to 
Government on the subject of continuing the post at Lu- 
dhianeh, since my doing so would have left the question moie 
completely in the hands of Government I did hesitate as to 
transmitting or withholding (for a time) the letter, and I 
did keep it by me from the 24th of June, when it reached me, 
until the 28th, when it was transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony, as you will have been pleased to observe from my 
letter of that date to your addiess What principally induced 
me to forward it (independently of the regularity of so doing) 
was the consideration that the communication is so worded 
as still to leave with the British Government a certain 
latitude as to the time of withdrawing the detachment, 
which, the Rajah is informed, will take place “ as soon as may 
be found convenient,” — an expression which, being rather 
relative than absolute, does not fetter Government, sinoe- 
His Lordship in Council is alone to determine when it may 
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be convenient, without leferenoe to the desire or opinion of 
Itajali Ruujeet Sing 

8 I have the honoi to leturn enclosed the letter from 
His Lordship to the Rajah which accompanied your dispatch 
of the 26th ultimo. 


62 . From 0 Lvshington, Esquire , Acting Secretary to 
Government , Fort William, to Lieutenant- Colonel D. 
Oosteblont, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 5th De- 
cember 1809 

I have had the honor to leceive and lay before His 
Excellency the Vice-President in Council your letter of the 
8th ultimo, reporting the resignation by Captain Stuart of 
his appomtment as your Assistant, and requesting that Mr 
R P Ochterlony be nominated to the vacant situation, and 
to inform you that His Excellency in Council has been 
pleased to appoint that gentleman to be your Assistant in the 
room of Captain Stuart. 


63 . From Lieutenant- Colonel D Ochtebloxt, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to 0 Lvsiiikgton, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William , — No 33, dated 5 th 
December 1809 

In my last dispatch No 82 I had the honor to report 
that a Vakeel from Ameer Khan had made his appearance at 
the Durbar of the Rajah of Lahore 

2 My intelligence from that quarter since that period 
states that he has not yet received an audience, and the object 
of his mission does not appear to be known or to excite 
curiosity The inference I would draw from this circumstance 
rests entirely on conjecture", but seems warranted when com- 
bined with others which rest on positive information This 
inference is that, although he has not been pubhckly received 
on the purpose of his visit m the least, some private channel 
of communication has been adopted, which, having r - 
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suspicion of Ameer Khan's proceedings, has escaped the obser- 
vation or attention of my emissaries 

3. It was well known and has formed the subject of 
my report to His Excellency m Council that great pams 
were taken to conceal the arrival of the Mahrattah Vakeel, 
and, although he appeared m the Durbar, it was only as one 
on a pilgrimage to Jawalla Mooky, and he was early sent off 
from Umritsir under an idea that the conferences might he 
more private at Lahore. 

4 Large quantities of stores and ammunition are now 
said to he collecting at his different forts, and he is reported 
to have summoned his different Chiefs to attend him 
immediately with their respective forces All this is mentioned 
by hoth my news-wnters, who have no communication with 
each other, and it is mentioned certainly in a manner which 
clearly shows that they have no suspicions of its being for 
any purpose m which we have an interest, but merely as the 
result of his general custom at this season. 

5. In the intelligence received yesterday Mokum Chund 
is said to he ordered to return to Philour, to which place 
Jodh Singh, Kulseeah, is also mentioned in the same paper 
to he ordered, and I received a letter from the latter Sirdar 
yesterday which states an intention of visiting his lands 
on this side on the 15th of the moon Zicaud 

6 Whether the report has arisen from this intention or 
whether he is actually ordered to join the force at Phullor, 
I cannot hut consider either in a suspicions light at this 
particular moment, and as snoh I conceive it my duty to 
report the fact, leaving the matter of suspicion to the superior 
judgment and information of His Excellency in Council 

7 Of affairs in the Dukhan, or the disposition of the 
Mahrattah Chiefs, I have no information, and my ignorance 
on this subject may lead me to intrude tnfles on the notice 
of His Excellency in Council which I should not do if I was 
well assured of their amicable intentions, conceiving, as I do. 
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that tlie Rajah o£ Lahore may be led by apprehensions, as 
well as by jealousy, to engage in a contest, with a certainty 
of support, which he would not attempt single-handed If I 
receive any communication to-day which tends to develop 
his intentions or appears otherwise o£ the least importance, it 
shall be subjoined 


Enclosure to G3 
Translation of Lahore News. 

29th November 1809 

A letter arrived from Begum Sumroo remmding the Nows from 
Itnjah o£ former friendship and regretting the cessation of Lalior0 
his correspondence A letter was also received from Holkar 
desiring the Rajah to consider him as subject to his advice or 
counsel 

Bibrow, tho Vakeel of Scmdeah, and Abdoolah Khan have 
not yet been present, not having been called, but Abdoolah 
Khan has explained himself to Mokum Chund, the whole 
object of which is to invito the Rajah and assuring him that 
if he comes southward all tli9 Chiefs of that quarter would 
jom him and act by his advice. 

In a consultation with Mokum Sing and Jodh Sing, Torey 
or Soorey Wallah (me), the Dewan humbly represented that 
all the Surdars of the Dekliun were submissive to his wishes, 
and if he would go towards Jeyporc it was probable he would 
meet the southern Chiefs, and the Rajah of that country, and 
might obtain something from the country as tnoamla and 
excite dread in his enemies 

Tho Rajah rephed that it would not be expedient for him 
to go that way, unless a principal man with money should 
come to invite his assistance It would be better to avail 
himself of the disturbances m Cabal, where something might 
be obtained If on his arrival in Mooltan any one came it 
would be time enough to consider the subject, but for him to 
make the first movement m that direction was not advisable 

IS 
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On the .30th Inderdeo Pundit and Bibrow, Val eel, were 
admitted, and the Rajah, hating heard their request, answered 
that he was going to Mooltan and to write to Scmdeah to 
make a movement in advance 


64. From. Lieutenant-Colonel D OcnTSnLOt.r, Commanding at 
Loodcana, to 0 LusimcTOb, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No 81, dated 6th De- 
cember 1809. 

TnE paper o£ intelligence adjoined to my dispatch o£ 
yesterday was reecned at so late an hour that I did not think 
it advisable to delay its transmission for the sake o£ adding 
any observations or opinions which are only founded on 
suspicion 

2 It appears, however, my duty to call the attention 
of His Excellency to particular parts, which, if they have 
any foundation in fact, seem worthy oE comment, more 
particularly as the habits o£ the Rajah o£ Lahore render it 
particularly difficult to discover Ins real intentions 

8 In the first place, I cannot view without great doubt 
the affected publicity of his answers to the Mahratta Vakeels 
and the declaration so explicitly made of his intended expedi- 
tion to Mooltan, and the recited consultation with Mokum 
Chund, where he is said to have observed that it neither could 
nor would be advisable for him to engage in the business, 
unless invited by some person high m rank and m the 
confidence o£ Scmdeah supplied with cash, seems to me 
equally liable to suspicion 

4 It does not appear to me probable that Runjeet 
could for a moment expect pecuniary supplies from that 
quarter, and it is still less likely that the Dewan Mokum 
Chund should hold out the lure of contributions in a country 
where, if he goes at all, it can only be as a friend and ally 
In the interview o£ the 80th he pubhely informs the Vakeels 
of his intentions to proceed to Mooltan, but no mention is 
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made of any expectation of money, and he desires them to 
write to then principal to make the first movement 

5 There arc other circumstances in the Alhhar which 
must excite great doubt whether such com creations ha\e 
passed, or whether, if they really occurred, they are not intend- 
ed to decene Runjeel's obsenations on the state of affairs 
in Cabul and tho probable adiantages to be obtained from an 
expedition to Multan and towards Baknr are, on the other hand, 
in strict unison with Ins known character and disposition , 
but the obsenation may ha\c been made under the impression 
that it was the one most likely to mislead or deceit e I have 
nlread}’ obsened that Runjeel’s constant habits must make 
it difficult to prj into his real designs, and all that can be done 
is to be as much as possible guarded against their effects 

G Under these impressions I have submitted some time 
since my sentiments and the general outline of a plnn for 
strengthening this post, from a conviction that the attack of 
this detachment maj be tho first proof of a hostile intention 
The doubts and suspicions which liaac been lately excited 
in my mind, first by the anxious endeavors to conceal the 
presenco of a Mabratta Yakeel at his Durbar, and lastly 
by the public answers they ha\c reconed, seem to claim 
particular notice and to warrant precautionary measures 
which, although attended with an immediate and unauthorised 
expenditure of the public money, will I trust receive the 
approbation of His Excellency in Council 

7 In this hope I beg yon will do mo the honor to sub- 
mit the accompanying copy of a letter addressed to Brigade- 
major Brownngg My confidence in his zeal for the public 
service, his strict attention and judicious economy, are founded 
on experience, and whilst I calculate on the greatest benefit 
should my doubts prove groundless, I do not feel apprehensive 
of any very great loss to Government should the amicable con- 
duct of the Rajah show them to be erroneous. Even if a total 
loss of the whole sum necessary to supply the detachment 
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Proposed for twenty days could be supposed, I should stall hope that 

strengthening jp ls Excellency in Council, taking into consideration the 

of the post of J J ° 

Ludhiana peculiar situation of this detachment and its vicinity to the 
rnmn body of the Rajah’s force, would still sanction a measure 
which I have ordered reluctantly but on a strong conviction 
of its propriety and necessity. 

8 In addition to this gradual procurement of supplies, 
I shall also venture to incur some expense in the employment 
of such number of batldars as I can collect to throw up such 
works as appear to me most necessary to strengthen the 
position, and m such a manner that they may be connected 
and extended on any urgent occasion 

9 , To make a reference for a prior sanction of these 
measures, calculating the time which must elapse before I 
can receive a reply, would be to defeat the object, as, admit- 
ting an hostile intention ,in the Rajah of Lahore, it must 
be carried into effect before an answer could be received. 

10 If on the contrary the Rajah should really be 
amicably inclined, the expense I trust will be too limited, 
when compared with the possible advantages, to excite 
disapprobation, and the very report of those precautionary 
steps may even m the case of hostility induce him to 
relinquish any design of attack he may have formed on 
account of the smallness of the force 

11 Having assigned my motives for the measures I 
propose to take, which under any and every circumstance 
I hope will be considered as having no other object than the 
good of the service, I shall wait with great anxiety for the 
sentiments of His Excellency m Council 

12. It may not be improper to mention, as a mere 
rumour, that the people on this side have strong suspicions 
of a meditated attack on the British territory, and even go 
so far as to mention how it is to be conducted , but suet 
rumours can only rest on surmise and may not have' even 
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the slightest foundation, ns the very idea would flatter tho 
■vanity of Runjcct ns evincing n public opinion of his ability 
to cope with the British power. 


Evclosuhf to G l. 

Extract of Lahore Intelligence from 1st to 2nd December 1809 hj 
another Nacs-rcntcr. 

Titr Surdnr observed Hint he thought it would ho Intelligent!) 
ndv isahlc at this time to send a suitable force into tho Doab * rom Loboro ’ 
bevond the Benh (towards the Sutlcdgo), and nlso to Koto 
Kapoora to chastise the refractory Bernr (ire) zemeendars, to 
which the Dcwan replied that it would ho very proper, hut 
lie was afraid thcro would not he forage for tho horses Tho 
Rajah said that they might feed on chatf or dig up tho 
jungle grass 

On the 20th httrlarrafo arrived from Jeswant Row 
Holkar with a letter in which, after reminding him of tho 
exploits of former Rajahs, whose actions m the time of tho 
Emperors had procured them fame, he observed thnt tho 
favor of the Almighty had also given him territories and 
armies, nud that lie should not bo idlo at this moment or not 
relinquish his ambitious enterprises, and whenevor ho chose 
to engage m any enterprise ho might consider him as already 
with him 

Tho Rajah also was very angry with Nuroo Mull, tho 
Dnrogah of tho Powder Magazine, who had received an 
advance of money on account of that article, and asked him 
why it was not lodged or delivered m to tho Sircar The 
Darogah assured him that powder to tho amount of 10,000 
rupees was making at different places and would very soon 
be ready 

Note — The Nows-writers are not supposed to have any 
knowledge or communication with each othei They agree in 
the receipt and contents of Holkar’s letter and corroborate 
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Intelligence 
from Lahore, 


fotmcr statements of bis anxiety to procuro largo siipphes 
of ammunition 


A former alhbar stated that bo bad demanded to tbc 
extent of 3 lacs of rupees worth of military stores and 
ammunition from tbc Surdnrs of tbc Punjaub 

Tbo pretext for sending troops across tbc Beah, that is, 
nearer tbo Sutledge, looks suspicious, as tbo force at Plulour ' 
is suffioiout to restrain any refractory zemeendars m tbc 
Jullunder Doab 


65 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D OcuTBULOtrr, Commanding at 
Loodcana , to 0 Lusiiixotos, Esquire, Acting Secre- 
tary to Government, Fort William, — No 30, dated 7th 
December 1809 

I have tbo lionor to annex a translation of Lahore 
Intelligence tins moment received 


Lahore Intelligence, 4th December, 1809. 

Ok the 3rd m the evening about 7 o’clock a letter was 
received by Deby Doss, Moonshee, from Goorsaby Mull, 
Mutsuddy at Bhera Kooshab, informing him that Sujah- 
ul-Moolk bad sustained a very severe defeat and with very few 
attendants bad arrived at Lyah, Bakkar or Bayor (sic), where 
Mohamed Khan bad presented him with near twenty 
thousand rupees, horses, &o , that be then came on to Bhera 
Kooshab with only 20 horse, and be himself had sent him 
such things as were necessary and proper On the 2nd day 
after bis arrival at Bhera Kooshab he proceeded to Zemaun 
Shah’s camp. 

Moonshee Deby Doss took the letter immediately to the 
Rajah, who was surprised , but this morning sowars from 
Jewan Sing of Rawed Pindy arrived confirming the intelli- 
gence of his defeat and stating bis arrival at that place The 
Rajah, who had previously determined to send Hannoo Sing, 
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now immediately sent for Bukshy Khooseally Mall, and, Intelligence 
having given lnm Liulhabs, &c , and 300 rupees for his 10111 Lail0T0 ' 
expenses, directed him to proceed instantly with the Vakeels 
of Zomaun Shah. 

Accordingly this day he took his departure with 
elephants, hoises, &c , &c , and 2,000 rupees for both 
Zomaun Shah and Sujah-ul-Moolk, and has proceeded to 
Kawul Pindy 

This intelligence Beemed to excite a variety of reflections 
to the Rajah, hut ho said himself to Molvey Abdoola “ If 
His Majesty should call me, I am ready. My troops are at lus 
service, and I will do everything m my power to effect lus 
re-establishment.'’'’ 


66 From, Lieutenant- Colonel D OcnTERioar , Commanding at 
Loodeana, to O Lusiukgton, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No 39, dated 17th Decem- 
ber 1809. 

I have the honor to transmit translations of Lahore 
Intelligence to the 13th Whether the Vakeels of Holkar and 
Scmdeah, who attend the Durbar of Runjeet, are accredited it 
is not perhaps easy to determine, but I think there can be no 
doubt that Ameei Khan's Vakeel conceives that engaging the 
Rajah of Lahore in hostility would further his master's 
designs, if he was not dispatched foi that express purpose by 
the Khan. 

The Rajah, I should imagine, whatever he may hold out, 
will not engage in such a design without a certainty of 
effectual co-operation on their side, nor will he m all probabil- 
ity take any steps that can shew a hostile intention until they 
have actually commenced operations His present measures 
may be considered rather of a defensive nature so far as 
respects the collection of military stores, all the other pro- 
ceedings, being only m conformity to his usual practice of 
moving m the month of May, or when the rally is on the 
ground, must be for the present conjectural. 
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Lahore News from 9lh to 11th December, 1809 


Intolligcnco 
from Lahore 


When tko Durbar was dismissed Abdoolnk Khan, tko 
Vakeol of Ameer Khan, and 23ckrow Pundit, Vakeel of 
Dowlat Itow, were called, and after the usual onquines a con- 
versation ensued respecting tko defeat of Sujah-ul-Moolh, send- 
ing Kkooseally Mull, Bukshy, to Rawul Pmdy, and the lato 
capturo o£ Kangra and defeat o£ the Goorkhas The Vakeels 
said much m praise o£ the warlike genius and qualifications 
of tho Rajah, and observed that it uas not prudent m him to 
givo the Gooikkas, who have done so much mischief, such 
terms, but it would have been hotter to liavo inflicted a se\ ere 
punishment as an example to his other enemies The Rajah 
replied that when opposed to him ho had chastised them, but 
it was not proper or tho oustom of tho Khalsajeo to refuse 
quarter His only object, tho possession o£ Kangra, has been 
obtained. After four hours’ conversation they wero dismissed, 
and tho Rajah told them they should bo again called to a 
private conference, when they would mutually consult on what 
measures were to be adopted 

Jodli Sing had repeatedly requested leavo to proceed to 
his house, Chickrouly, through his Vakeel Sitarnm, and prom- 
ised to return when summoned The Rajah now sent for 
Hurry Sing, his son, and having given him a klnllut and a 
horse told him that on account o£ his coming to the Presence 
he granted his father’s request, but he was to return in a 
month. 

The Surdar had everything prepaied for pioeeedmg to 
Umntsir on the Sxmlrant , when a letter arrived from Khoos- 
eally Mull, Bukshy, informing him that he had arrived at 
Rawul Pmdy and delivered the letter and presents to Sujah- 
td-Moolk On perusing the letter Sujah-ul-Moolk had said 
that, though now compelled by necessity to come into a foreign 
country, yet it was not consistent with his dignity to proceed 
in that manner, but if the Rajah himself came it would be 
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respectful and conformable to the duties of obedience On 
bearing' this the Rajah put off the journey to Umntsu. 


Enclosure (2) to 66 
Lahore News, from another Wiitei. 

News amved of the death of KuireemulH Khan of 
Rajauiee, and that his son, Akbur Khan, had succeeded, on 
•which it was obsen r ed by one of his servants that Kurreemulla 
Khan possessed great wealth, and it would be advisable to 
take something from him, on which the Rajah determined to 
send Hakeem Uzzeez-ud-Deen, with Ghasy Khan and othei 
troops, to make collections fiom him and Allum Khan, Lucku- 
manah (sic), and the Rajah intends to pioceed to Ramnagurh 
to meet Sujah-ul-Moolk, but will proceed at the Sunlrant to 
Umritsir and aftei wards go to meet the King 

Abdoolah Khan and Bebrow Vakeels were called Abdoolah 
Khan represented to the Rajah that Scindeah and Holkar 
considered you as a biothei, aud always say that then exist- 
ence depends upon you and each upon the other, and that you 
ought not to be careless on account of the friendship now 
established with the English, but it was moie advisable to be 
attentive and prepared That they have frequently engaged 
the English, have sometimes been defeated and sometimes 
victorious, but were still firm and drew fifteen lacks of rupees 
annually from them To keep your hand on your sword is 
your best security If you wish the Loodeana detachment 
to be withdrawn, I will co-operate with you, oi if you come 
this way we will consult what is best Eoitune has hitheito 
been favorable to you, and by co-operation something may be 
effected To this representation the Rajah replied that 
certainly they are my brotheis, and after a private consulta- 
tion on this subject Xndeideo Pundit will grse you my 
answer. 


Intelligence 
from Lalioro 


19 



146 LUDHIANA AGENCY EE CORDS, 1805-09. [ Csur. 


Intelligence 
from Lahore 


It 1b the intention of the Rajah, after meeting 1 His 
Majesty Sujah-ul-Moolk, to send Mokum Chund with all his 
troops into Mooltan, but he himself means to remain at 
Lahore, feaiful that in his absence an enemy should come 
fiom anothei quaiter. 


Enclosure (3) to 66. 

12th. to 13th December 1809, by the same Writer as the above. 

Jodh Sing, Kulseeah, mote to his son 1o obtain him 
leave to go to Cbichiouly which he asked through Sewa 
Sing, who represented he had now been m attendance with 
his troops a full year The Rajah said that he might go 
if he came himself, but he would not giant it through Hurry 
Sing, to Whom he gave a turban and dushalla and dismissed 
him 


67. From Lieutenant-Colonel D Ocuterlont, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to C Lvsiiinoton, Esquire, Acting Secretary to 
Government, Foi t William, — No 40, dated 18th Decerm- 
ber 1809 

I have the honor to transmit intelligence from Lahore 
and Mooltan this instant leceived 


Enclosoee (1) to 67 

Lahore Intelligence, 14th to 15th December 1809 

Jodh Sing received leave to go to Ghichrouly with in- 
stiuctions to attend the Rajah next month on his journey to 
Sabewal (westward) Inderdeo Pundit came to the Presence 
and repiesented that Bebrow, the Vakeel of Dowlut Row, had 
been a long time m his house He replied “ let him stay, but 
this is a strange Vakeel Sometimes he repiesents what ho 
has to say tlnough Meeth Sing and sometimes through Utter 
Sing , at otheis he talks of there being news-writers from 
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the English here, and that I ought not to suffer them to 
remain The man is either mad or he is not sent by any one 
(has no master) 3> 

Although formerly the Rajah had an intention of proceed- 
ing to Mooltan himself, yet, as he has lately heard that a 
greater number of troops than there used to be formeily have 
ainvedat Meeiut and Loodeana, his imagination now turns on 
the idea that if he goes m that direction some attempts may 
be made by the English Therefore he has determined only to 
go to Ramnaguih and from thence return and remain at 
Lahoie, and that Mokum Chund should pioceed nest month 
with all the troops to Mooltan to levy contributions and taka 
the country 

He is also very desirous of meeting the King for the 
sake of gotting some good hoises of that country and for 
othoi pui poses. 


Enclostoe (2) to 07. 

Fiom Hr Sjstox’s News-writer , Mooltan 

On the 1st of Decembei intelligence was leceived at 
Mooltan that on the 27th November lossids had arrived with 
Surbuland Khan at Bukin, who stated something secretly to 
him which could not be discovered, but the Nawab immediate- 
ly on receiving the news put on a lick dress of 1 8 parchas and 
6ome jewels, all of which he gave immediately to the lossids 
and on the instant sent off two camel Jiurlaials with a letter 
written in his own hand to the Shah Sujah-ul-Moolk at 
Rawul Pindy, but what were the contents is not known. 

On the 2nd December intelligence was received m 
Mooltan by JiurlaraJts, who came to Yar Mahomed Khan and 
Surdar Khan, that a very strong report prevailed m Derail 
Gliazy Khan that after the flight of Sujah-ul-Moolk the 
battle still continued and his party were victorious and Futteli 
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Khan had been killed, Mahomed Shah made prisoner and 
confined in the Foil of (supposed) Bahasar, and that the son 
of Sujah-ul-Moolk, Ej'oob, h id been appointed Vice-regent 
until the Shah's lelurn, but tho names of the Chiefs who 
have done this are not mentioned, 


68. Fion i Lieutenant E S Wnirr, Surveyor, to A Setoz, 
Esquire , Resident at Delhi, — dated 21th December 
1809 

In my letter of the 2Sth ultimo I had the honor to trans- 
mit to you a copy of my correspondence mth Rajah Sahib 
Sing and to acquaint j ou of my intention to proceed by short 
maiches towards Soonam On the 29th I left Putteealah and 
encamped at Bajeedpoor, a small Milage five Jos distant from 
that town, where I recened a lettei fiom the Rajah (of which 
No 4 is a copy) sanctioning my proceeding through the 
territory and intimating that directions had been gi\en foi 
a piopei person to accompany me 

2. On the 80th I aruved at Dhoodab, a small town 
wheie the Rajah resided, to whom I immediately on my 
aruval sent my respects by my ]\Ioonshee No attention, 
howevei, was paid to me until seveial hours had elapsed, 
when the Raja’s chobdar came with the compliments of his 
master and a few rupees intended as a zeafut, which I 
excused myself from accepting In the evening the people 
arrived that had been ordered to accompany me on my 
tour 


8 On the 1st instant I commenced my march towards 
Soonam unaccompanied by any one on the part of the Rajah, 
but was ovei taken by a person on foot called Bajee Sing, who 
informed me he was to proceed with me 

4 I leached Lungowal, a small village, on the 3rd, 
where I was favouied with a letter from the Rajah enclosing 
your dispatch of the 25th ultimo, which had been opened and 
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to leport the samo to Government, I began to tlnnlc but 
lightly o£ this nffnn, and the moie so as Bajee Sing when 
particularly questioned still persisted, in the presence of my 
Moonshec and set oral otheis, that I might proceed through 
the country in safety. 

8 I thcrefoio determined on the morning of the 18th to 
make Mansali (13 Los) m one march, but on my arrnnl near 
Mlioi, a largo a lllago belonging to Sahib Sing, I was informed 
about 250 pcoplo had collected there with the design of attack- 
ing mo I immediately tinned ofE into the jitngul, relinquish- 
ing all thoughts of proceeding to Mansali and taking the 
dncct road to Ludhianah 

9 I, agreeably to the advice of Bajee Singb, encampel 
tins day at Chaoki, a good sized ullage belonging to Dullel 
Sing of Mullood , but before the tent was pitched an alarm of 
horse was given, and in a few minutes about a hundred made 
their appearance Well knowing this body would soon bo 
greatly mcicosed, I thought of proceeding four Los further to 
Pukoke, a village belonging to Jiswunt Sing, not only that I 
might quit a countiy so aery mimical towaids us, but in the 
hopes of piocuung safety m a villago which I knew to beloDg 
to a Chieftain fiicndly inclined to our Government Haung 
therefore secured the most valuable part of my propeity, I 
commenced my march, leaving my tents and a number of 
tlungs on the grounds. The horsemen, being joined by about 
sixty foot from Chaoki armed chiefly with spears and bows aud 
anows, began the attack, but at so respectful a distanoe that 
I would not harrass my men by returning a useless file, which 
would greatly have retarded the march By the time I had 
gone one Los the enemy had augmented to about 500 men 
by small parties of horse and foot from different villages and 
began to press on me so close as to force me to commence 
firing, but, although the enemy were individually brave, 
particularly the foot, who frequently came so near as to spear 
ike stpahees, yet I was enabled to proceed two Los further 
without allowing them to make any serious impression on us. 
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The oamp follower indeed, weie greatly alarmed, "but the 
stpahces preserved their spirits and had acted throughout m 
the mpst cool and gallant manner A laige lemf or cement, 
however, that the enemy now leceived in a body, both of 
hoise and foot, could not fail to occasion serious uneasiness jn 
oui minds, and, as the stpalees were beginning to break and 
waver through fatigue, having marched fifteen los through a 
woody country and fought upwards of two hours, I was forced 
to sacrifice the baggage (a string of sixteen camels, several of 
which were severely wounded) and ordei it to be relinquished, 
and endeavoured to encoiuage the men with the hopes of 
relief at Pukoke, fiom which we were but one los distant 
On our arrival, howevei, at this village, which may be deemed 
a large one, as most of them are in this part of the countiy, 
we were greatly disappointed to find the inhabitants join the 
enemy, and with this addition to their force I do not hesi- 
tate to say that in my opinion we had to oppose one thousand 
men, — the natives say from three to four My siptahees now 
began to fall fast, aud any attempt to proceed fuither in a 
country covered ynth.jnngul was evidently absuid The only 
chance of saving the party was that of stoiming the village 
and procuring shelter amongst the houses , this plan was 
accordingly adopted, and possession of a part of the village 
taken with but little loss I immediately dispatched two 
kurlarahs to Colonel Ochterlony soliciting to be leinforced 
by the whole of the oavalry stationed at Ludhianah, nor do 
I think at that time I should have been justified in applying 
foi a force of less strength The hurlarahs weie to receive a 
reward of fifty rupees Eaily the next morning Run Sing, 
the nephew of Jiswunt Sing, ainved from Phool, a small 
town sixteen Ids from Pukoke, to my relief Tranquillity was 
immediately restored in the village — the enemy having returned 
to their respective villages during the night I immediately 
acquainted Colonel Ochterlony of the fortunate change that 
had taken place, and, having procured conveyance for the 
wounded, left Pukoke on the 20 th for Ludhianah attended by 
Run Smg, encamping that day at Burnalak On the 21st I 
■reached Pukowal, wheie I met Seewah Sing, a confidential 
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Attack on 6ervant o£ Jiswunt Sing, who had been sent by Colonel 
Ochterlony -with a party of horse to my assistance , and on 

Surveyor, m the same day a party of Patan Horse commanded by a 

territory relation of Ataoolla Khan ainved at Pukowal, they had also 
been sent by Colonel Ochterlony to my relief On the 22nd 
I arrived at Ludhianah 

10 I have conceived it my duty to communicate to you 
this detailed account of the cncumstances that have occurred, 
noi do I think I have in the least exaggerated the number of 
the enemy, and therefore can only attribute oui escape from so 
imminent a danger to the Divine mteiposition of Providence 
The loss on our side is 3 stjoahces killed, 11 wounded, 3 
servants killed, 3 servants wounded, belonging to Captain 
Skmneih Irregular Corps, wounded 2 horses. Lieutenant 
‘Whitens killed, 4 horses belonging to Captain Skinner wound- 
ed, 2 of which were left at Pukoke as unfit for fmther service 
The whole baggage excepting the ammunition and tbo 
Soolidar’s property lost. 

11. I cannot, however, conclude this lettei without 
intruding upon your attention a few remarks I had requested 
of Government that during my survey I might be accom- 
panied by lespectable Yackeels from the different Chieftains 
through whose teintoiy I should proceed, undei the full con- 
viction (as expressed m the letter I had the honor to address to 
you) that without this assistance no survey m that part of the 
country was practicable, and, as Government had been pleased 
to appiove of my suggestion, I had put myself to considerable 
extra expense that I might appear as an officer pioceeding 
under a special deputation from Government. The person sent 
by the Rajah to accompany me was on my honor, in my 
opinion, not near so respectable as a common htirlarah He 
even the first day begged of my servants one anna foi his sub- 
sistence (I immediately ordered him ten rupees.) How far he 
might be considered as an intelligent person, I know not, for 
his language was so peculiar that neither myself, my Moon- 
shee or any of the sipahees or servants could readily understand 
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tlie one-half lie said, and in sliort altogether so much the 
appearance of a common eooly that it was the fust remark of 
Run Sing to me and afterwards of Seewah Sing to Colonel 
Ocliterlony that they weie not surprised at what had happened 
when they considered the want of authority and mean 
appearance of the person who attended me Independent, how- 
ever, of this circumstance I feel it my duty to state to you 
that I am fully convinced treachery was from the fiist intend- 
ed On niy arrival at Putteealah I was desnous of hiring 
seven camels for the conveyance of the sipaJiees 1 baggage m 
the room of their hackery, but was informed no camels were to 
be procured I acquainted the Rajah of this circumstance on 
my arrival at Dhodah, requesting he would give dueotions for 
them to be sent to me, but received a similar reply I was 
equally unsuccessful at Soonam, though afterwards the 
st pahecs of themselves without the least assistance from me 
procured them I need not state the country abounds in 
camels, which are duven in flocks of eighty and a hundred 
eaoh You will also observe the Rajah took no notice of my 
request to be attended by a few of his horsemen and hurlarafts, 
although I had pointed out to him the inconveniences I 
experienced from the want of a person of respectability and 
authonty to attend me , and it is also a veiy singular circum- 
stance that there weie two or three standards with the Cavalry 
that attacked me, which m my opinion proves the attack had 
been m contemplation for several days, and when I reflect that 
m a former survey I was in a similar manner insulted at 
Khoralah, a town only ten l os from Putteealah, and in a pait 
of the countiy the most subject to his authoiity, I cannot but 
think myself justified in repeating that treachery was intended 
from the first 

IS The loss of baggage can be easily repaiied, but that 
of my books, papers, maps and a series of information which I 
had collected during a four years' 1 , survey, great paid of which 
m the hopes of its being rendeied more perfect had not been 
communicated to Government, is a loss of a very serious 
nature and the moie so as, if the strong recommendations you 

20 
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lmd been pleased to honor me with to the Foicral Chieftains m 
this quarter proao ineffectual, 1 am font f til no further suncy 
in thiH part of the country can any longer lie considered as 
adi lfcnblo. 


13. My’ escort consisted of a sooltdar, jamadar, 4 
haitldars, ‘1 natch and OS fipabcn, with a ih'Jftidar and 10 
horsemen belonging to Copt un Skinner’s Irregular Corps I 
could not close tins letter without representing to you in the 
strongest terms my entire satisfaction of the cool, gallant and 
Foldierdike conduct of the haitldars, natch and itpahas that 
accompanied me 

P S — I haac this moment been honored with your letter 
of the 21st instant I ghe you my word of honor as nn 
officer and a gentleman that I am at present totally unac- 
quainted of there over ha\ ing been the least occasion of 
complaint wliatsoc\cr of the men under my- command I will, 
however, make cacry enquiry into the circumstance I am at 
present much agitated tlint any- kind of complaint has lieen 
made to you, though I feel fully’ cominccd the whole is nn 
infamous fabrication. 


69. From Lieutenant F S White, Sttricyor, to A SfiToy, 
Esquire, Bcsidcnt at Delhi, — dated 21th December 1S09. 

Having translated the letters yon did me the honor to 
enclose in your dispatch of tho 21st instant, and perfectly 
understood tho meaning of them, I have now tho honor of 
replying to the extraordinary cbaige which has been made 
against me by Rajah Sahib Sing, and, as yon appear in your 
letter to have given credit to the Rajah’s assertions, I certain- 
ly do not expect you should bo satisfied w’ltli my indi\ idual 
contradiction to thorn, though I had flattered myself that, as 
no complaint has hitherto beon made of my conduct to the 
Resident at Dolhi, though I have been employ r ed upwards of 
four years as a Surveyor and by far the greatest part of that 
tune m countries independent of the Bnti6h Government, that 
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} on would hav o expressed some hops'! in your letter that the 
circumstance 1 : lmd either been exaggerated or misrepresented to 
the llojah The first intimation I received m the nature of a 
complaint was the Ilajah’s own letter to me, and 3 on will have 
the goodness to observe in my reply to it that I positively 
den}' the itjmhcn hn\c been guilt}* of an}* in}U6tice, and call 
upon him to point out any single instance To this letter I 
received no replv . In his letter to 1 onr address written in the 
same general st}le no specific ground of complaint is alleged 
How am I to reply to a charge of so general and indefinite 
a nature’ I cannot myself but consider the whole is a 
fabrication intended as a prelude to the attack that was 
afterwards made upon me, as I cannot conceive how the 
inhabitants could lm\o sustained any senous injury or hn\o 
suffered anj violence without cither the knowledge of myself 
or Lieutenant Marshall, who commanded the compan} I by 
no means, however, wish }ou to risk upon my assertion that 
the whole is a false complaint, but, on the contrary, have to 
entreat in the most solemn manner that a Court of Enquiry 
mn} lie instituted to investigate into the circumstances The 
loss I have sustained in my property is certainly very great, 
but it is by no means to be compared to that of my reputation, 
nor shall I rest satisfied until 1 nm informed that Government 
is fully convinced I could not have been guilty of the unofficer- 
like conduct imputed to me. 

This is written in great haste, being anxious to send it 
b} this da} ’s dak. No cop} of it is taken, and I have therefore 
to bog you will excuse an} trifling- mistakes 


70. From Lieutenant F S. White, Surveyor, to A Seto?>, 
Esquire, Resident at Delhi, — dated Solh December 1809 

I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of my letter to 
Lieutenant Marshall, together with his reply, which I flatter 
myself will provo satisfactory to you and prevent your enter- 
taining any longer doubts of the general good conduct of the 
detachment. You will observe that Mr. Marshall is entirely 
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oE the same opinion as myself, though I have not thought it 
propel to have any communications with him on the subject, 
and what is veiy lemaikable, m no one instance has the most 
trivial complaint ever been made to me 


Enclosure 1 to 70 

From Lieutenant F S White, Surveyor, to Lieutenant T M in- 
shall, Commanding a Detachment on Escort duty with Leu- 
tenant T Yhite, Surveyor, — dated Ludhianah, 25th December 
1809 

I have the honor to send yon the copy of a letter from 
the Resident at Delhi to me under date the 21st instant, en- 
closing the Pei sian copy of a letter the Resident had received 
from Rajah Sahib Sing, the Pntteealah Chieftain, wherein he 
complains in the strongest language of the violent and 
impropei conduct of the sipahees under your command to 
the inhabitants of Putteealah and Soonam, and indeed of every 
place where they had encamped As it is probable a very 
serious investigation may ultimately take place, I have to 
request you. will make the most paiticular enquiries on the 
subject and report to me the result for the information of 
Government 


Enclosure (2) to 70 

From Leutenant T Marshall, Commanding Detachment on Escort 
duty with Lieutenant White, Surveyor, to Lieutenant E S 
White, Surveyor, North-West Frontier, Ludhianah, — dated 
Lidhianah, 25th December 1809 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of youis of 
this date containing a note from Mr. Seton aud a Persian 
letter from the Putteealah Rajah, Sahib Singh, complaining of 
the violent and unsoldier-hke conduct of my men at Soonam 
Agreeable to your desire, I have made particular enquiries of 
my Native Commissioned Officers and Havildars respecting 
the conduct of the men at that place, and am perfectly satis- 
fied (not only from then repoit, but from my own observations 
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of {lien conduct) that th«y were guilty of no disorderly or 
irregular cvnlito!, uni tint 1 lie regular ncrrtcl was paid by all 
for mi} irfiile < liny pun ln^od in tlio Iwar 

I look ujnn tin cnuplamL as a mero pretenco intended 
to lr- o been the nu ana of getting 1 us out of tlio country as 
soon ns possible The bare circumstance of a 6tnng of 10 
cam'*]- fi am (ha* place following the detachment for G or 7 
/of for serui } ou tin morning wo left it is tho strongest 
pro if that no nu-n i I'M ruling or dispute could possibly liavo 
t then pi k e bat icon fie inhabitants and my men, and this 
too h ipp> nel at a tim -1 ' when the Puttecalah Rajah positnely 
nspratej (hat it v. a*. out of Ins pouer to procure a few camels 
for the nneiiicj of t-onn baggage that must ha\o been 
olbonut-o K ft behind, and I might ha\o hired a string of 50 
fine e,ani"ls as am in (he country If I ma}- be permitted to 
gne m\ opinion, the complaint is a mero cloak to coaer in 
some nmaMue (In unprovoked attack mado on tho detachment 
on (he ] St li of Deecmlnr, or in other words he might think 
mi c irly cmiplatnl would afTord him the meanB of culling up 
tho detaclmniit with impunity 


71. From .1 Sitp\, Esquire, Resident at DchU, to 0 
Lisih\cto Require, Acting Secretary to Qoicrnmcnt 
in the Political Department, Fort TYilltam, — dated 
SStk December 1S09 

Ar.Tirouoir Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s dispatoh 
No 32, which nas forwarded from licnco 3 r estorday, will 
lime apprized you, previously to tho receipt of this lotter, 
of the safety of Lieutenant White, I think it regular to 
acquaint 3011, foi tho information of His Excellency the 
IIonTle the Vice-Picsident in Council, that I this day 
received a letter from that officer communicating his arrival 
at Ludhianch 
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2 It would appear that the head of the gang of 
robbers, who attacked and plundered Lieutenant White, was 
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Phola Sing, an Akaulee, who is a subject o£ Runjeet Sing 
and joined the troops of that Chief near Kot Kapoorah 
when he found that the arrival of Run Sing prevented 
him from accomplishing his purpose, which seems to have 
been not merely to plunder but to destroy the party with 
Lieutenant White. 

S A judgment may perhaps be foimed from the 
reception of this atrocious murderer m the camp of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, — or rather of Mohkum Chund, hiB Dewan, — 
whether there be any grounds for the reports, so current 
at present, respecting the hostile designs of the Rajah 
against the British Government. 


,72. From A Seton, Esquire, Resident at DeTili, to G S ir inton, 
Esquire, Acting Persian Secretary to the Govern- 
ment, Fort William, — dated Dehli, 27th December 1809. 

As the Persian newspaper transmitted by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony with the accompanying letter contains 
intelligence which, if true, would be very important, I think 
it my duty to submit a translation. 

With regard to the authenticity of the intelligence, I 
can only say that three of the Sikh Chiefs, the most friendly 
to the British Government, viz Rajah Bhang Sing, Bhye 
Laul Sing and Rajah Jeswunt Sing of Nabah, are now 
at Dehli, and have not made any communication on the 
Subject to me , yet, if true, they could hardly be ignorant 
of Runjeet Smg’ s designs, and if acquainted with them they 
t certamly would not I think conceal them from me 


Translation of Abstract of Intelligence from Surdar Runjeet 
Sing's Court at Lahore, — written the 19th of December 
1809 

Tt appears from the relation of several officers and 
servants of this Government, that Surdar Runjeet Smg 
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lias lately liad many private conferences with Surdar Futteh 
Sing of Alloo, and that dm mg the diversion of hunting, after 
exchanging oaths, he frequently addressed him to this effect 
" That the neighbourhood of the Butish and the outrage of 
killing oxen m the country of Punjnub is the cause of bring- 
ing my Government and authority into contempt, and is 
moreover injurious to our holy persuasion. At present that 
Sut Gooroojee has raised me and made me Lord of a country 
and master of an army, if I did not attempt to rectify this 
affair what shame to my situation and prowess I By the 
strength of my arm, then, and the might of my sword I 
ought to attempt rendering myself master of Dehli If I 
conquer, both the seats of Royalty fall under the dominion of 
the Khalsahjee , if I fail, the enemy will become master of 
this seat also , when requued, however, you must supply 
me with ten guns and thirty thousand horse and foot 33 
Futteh Singh repked “Your plans with respect to this 
subject are just and proper, and believe me in every point 
to join heartily as your confederate m their accomplishment. 
"When you consider that the countiy of Jugrowneh, the 
Talooleh of Isroo and other places belonging to me be on 
the other side of the Sutledge, you may conceive that my 
interest in this project is greater than your own 33 In fine, 
after reciprocal consultations and communication the march 
of the armies was fixed after the time of the Sunlrant 
(Solstice) of the month of Poos and the commencement of 
Magh 

It is reported that writings have been addressed to the 
different Rajahs of Kohistan to the following effect “ You 
will march all your troops from the Kohistan to the country 
of Doabah and arrive in different quarters You must take 
care not to encamp together 33 Surdar Futteh Sing was also 
instructed to place divisions of Ins force at the villages of 
Phagwara, Bukeheree, Bulkeh, Jhandealeh, as also at Kolee 
and Kupoor Thuleh, so that when required they might 
immediately and readily be assembled For m case of the 
army remaining encamped together the enemy by getting 
notice would strengthen themselves and be on their guard. 


Intelligence 
from the 
Court of 
Lahore 
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Inlolllftonco 
from Ilia 
Court of 
Lahoro 


Communica- 
tion from llio 
Commnmlorof 
tlio Gurklrn 
lorco 


PS — By tho report of hor»,om''n attending Moutw 
Ilupsun nnd Shah AshrufT ICIinn, Yncle. Ik of Slmj’a ool- 
Moolk, who armed licro jeslerdu, it appears tint tho fort 
of Atlook hy tho exertions of somo Ki l In I nr r-'munod in 
tho possession of Slnija-ool-MoolK, till ut length SInh 
Mahmood imprisoning nnd distressing tho fnmtly of tho 
Haul Killadar ho was obliged to d -In or up th rt pin™ to 
Uttahoblluh Khan, n snriaul of tho Kind’s (Viali Mahmoud) 


$3 Freni I/ioutcnnnt’Oolon'.l D Ouii7rno\r, Cnvn iiuliiij (it 
Loodenna, to C Lusmsgto J (quire, Ar/try Stcrc’ary 
to Government *»> the 1’oltttcnl Dipnrtim’nt, — A*> J3, 
dated 30th December JSOD. 

, ; 

1 jia.\ jr tho honor to transmit, for the information of Ills 

ilxcellcnoy in Council, copies nud translations of letters -which 
lime passed between mo nnd Dew an Mohum Chund Fincc 
my Inst dispatcli of tho 22ud inBtant 

2 I have also the honor to transmit copy and traiis- 
lation oE another letter received from tho Comm aider of the 
Gooi-klins’ Force, whoso object is still the same, and of course 
Would Hot demand pnrticulai attention if I could ascertain 
the wishes of Government respecting any limits 11111011 it 
may be desirable to fix to tho encroachments of their troops, 
ab, though now confined to tho hilly distnets, they may 
extend their depredations aud attack somo places belonging to 
Sutdars who consider themsehes under our protection This 
dircunistance has not yet occuned, but oui knowledge of 
the geography of this country is jet so limited that they 
may even unintentionally trespass on what may bo now 
determined' to bo our boundaries, as I undeistand that tho 
man whbsd forts they are now attacking or have already 
taken has somo considerable villages at tho foot of tho lulls 
not fat from Sifhind, and tho Munny M.ajra man, on the" 
other hand,* has some lands on tho hills 
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0 In n Idler icceivcd y csterday' fron Rajih Sahib 
Sing of Rutteoalah lie mentions a long-cst-ddi'dicd friendship 
between lmn and the Goorkhas and expresFcs n desne to 
f 'ml Fome of his troops to join them against Kurrumparkass. 

5- Tiio expression of Fitoli a wish from one who is 
notonomlv tmdrspn'o to tlm controul of his own possessions 
led me to onijmre wlnl po siblo motive could induce it, and it 
was ruvonnUd for 1 >\ a rnpposi-d expectation that such 
assistance would Ih 1 reward's! 1>\ the Goorklins by the gift of 
so no villi, rv that b dong to Iho Surmaoreah Iti]nh and are 
contiguous 1 5 tin's' of S dull Sing in the neighbourhood of 
tin* lnlle. 

fi Id' not, however, mean to ascribe tins or any 
motive to the Rajah himself, whoso imbecilitv approaches 
very n< arly to absolute idinto-in , but it is not unlikely to have 
bad its effect on those who have the management of his 
affairs, nml who mov be supposed to be governed by the one 
grand principle which actuates without exception every Sikh 
Surdar with whom I have ever lnd any intoieourFp, and poems 
to have become a general rule of action, t \s , to avail them* 
reives of every circumstance which can benefit, themselves, 
unrndnincd by considerations of justice, truth, honor or 
humanity 

fi livery day furnishes pome new proof of the violation 
of the most enered duties and obhgationp, and the Chief of 
Ixoboh is at Ibis moment in dread of nspaesmntion from Ins 
own eon, whom he has for eomo limo kept m confinement, 
and who contrives, though closely watched, to keep up a 
correspondence with tho Rajah of Lahoro 

7. Within these few days tho zcmcendars of Sydooky 
and Bhugta have possessed thomselvcs by treachery of the 
small gurhy of a petty *3urdar in this neighbourhood in 
retaliation for injuries, real or pretended, winch I shall 
probably bo necessitated to make tho subject of a futuro 
representation. 

SI 


T)cnro of the 
Rijn of 
Pntnla to 
help the 
GurLbn* 


Iifrokw con- 
duct of Chief 
nnd petty 
Simla r» 
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Lawless con- 
duct of Chiefs 
and petty 
Sfirdars 


Seizure of 
Chamkoidn 
by the zamlu- 
dars of Sidoki 
and Bhugta 


8. Discord and anarchy have been 60 long prevalent, and 
every one has been so muoh m the habit o£ revenging his own 
wrongs, that it must unavoidably be some time, and probably 
require some strong example, before they can be restrained 
from committing violences on the lives and property of each 
other For the latter I know of no effectual remedy unless the 
confiscation of the lands of the aggressor, which, if it had the 
effect of preventing petty warfare, would of itself put a stop 
to the now frequent recurrence of bloodshed , but it hkewise 
involves a degree of interference and controul which may 
exceed the intentions of the Right Hon’ble the Govemor- 
General m Council If I feel most anxious for particular 
instructions on these points, it is from a sincere desire to 
prevent, when possible, the abuses and violences which so 
frequently occur, and at the same time to do it in the manner 
most conformable to the wishes of Government, and m the 
way least likely to offend the several Surdars whose attach- 
ment it is an object to concihate 

9 I shall not delay the transmission of a full detail of 
all the circumstances attending the seizure of the petty gurhy 
of Chumkooah by the zemeendars of Sydooky and Bhugta, 
which I feel embarrassing — 

First, because the act is m itself contrary to the 
intimation given to the several Surdars that 
every one shall 1 continue unmolested in 
possession of tljfe Jands oi villages m their 
immediate occupancy on our assuming the 
protection of the country , 

Secondly, because the zemeendars of Sydooky, &c , are 
dependants of the Rajah of Putteealah , and 

Lastly, because I have great reason to beheve that this 
petty zemeendar of Chumkooah has been for 
some tame past constantly invading, laying 
waste and plundering the property of others, 
and does m reality deserve the punishment 
he has met with, although it was not 
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strictly proper those people should inflict it, as 
he was not in any shape dependent on them 
and is acknowledged to have an undisputed 
and undivided right to the villages and gurhy 
which have been seized 

10 It appears to me the desire and intention o£ the 
Right Hon’blo the Governor- General in Council that the 
independent proprietor of the smallest village should be as 
fully maintained in the rights of property as the most con- 
siderable Surdais, and consequently that Rajah Sahib Sing, 
his agents, or dependants, cannot assume a right of seizin o 
under any pretence of injuries committed. 

11 If any deviation from this principle should he once 
admitted, pretexts will always he found and the weak will be 
placed at the mercy of the powerful 

12 In the present case I have judged it best to 
represent the circumstance to Rajah Sahib Sing, reminding 
him that every Surdar waB left in the formei exercise of his 
authority and controul over the districts and vassals, which 
he held at the time the British Government assumed the 
protection of the country, hut that I considered the foiciblo 
occupation of any village belonging to another as a deviation 
from the Ittila Namah, which under the orders and instruc- 
tions of Government I had formeily transmitted to him, and 
I hope this intimation will be the means of effecting its 
restoration under his own authority. 

13 If it should fail of producing this effect, my detaded 
report of the particular rights of the proprietor, and the 
pretence under which the seizure has been made, will enable 
His Excellency in Council to decide on the case and form a 
precedent for my future guidance , for, as I have already 
stated, I feel much less difficulty m resisting what I feel to 
be the unfounded claims of the Rajah of Lahore or his Dewan 
than m deciding on the disputes of those who come under 
the description of our own protdg^s, in which, however, I 
have been generally successful by hearing fully what each 


Seizure of 
Chamkoiin 
by the zanua- 
dars of Sidoki 
and Bhugta 
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party liad to urgo and by Bometimes recommending the 
mutual lestitution of plundered cattle, or at others proposing 
arbitration in tho case of disputed boundaries 

14. It wn6 not perhaps in tho contemplation or the 
wish of Government that I should mteifere in cases of this 
nature, and if I have erred I shall discontinue such inter- 
ference m future, hut my motive has ever been to prevent 
those petty feuds and dissensions which must pm ail in a 
country so governed as this is, and under such impressions I 
have not thought it advisable or humane to reject a reference 
made by both parties, from a seeming confidence in my wish 
to render justice always rather by opinion or recommendation 
than by affecting or claiming any authority. 

15 As all parties seemed perfectly satisfied with the 
measures I suggested, I have hitherto thought it improper to 
intrude such subjects on the attention of Government as 
wearing not only an appearance of egotism, hut liable to a 
misconstruction as if complaining of the trouble attached to 
my situation and command , nor would it now have been 
mentioned if the particular case of Chumkooah had not 
oocmred 

16 My object is only to conform to what I conceive to 
bo the v ishes of Government, and, where they are not known, 
by positive orders or instructions to give a just impression of 
its equity 

17, It is still difficult to comprehend the designs of the 
Rajah of Lahore, governed, as I must he, by the mere reports 
of news-writers , but unless there is any certain intention of a 
renewal of hostilities with the Chiefs of the Dakhun, I cannot 
bring myself to believe that he would singly involve himself 
m a war with a Power which, though I do not think he justly 
appreciates, I am persuaded he stall fears. 

18 His preparations seem rather of a defensive than 
offensive nature, and if it were not for the frequent conferences 
with the Mabarattah Vakeels, amongst whom I include 
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UbdooUa Khan, and the constant transit of Vackeels from 
Ougeen to Lahore and vice versa, I should he inclined to 
give full credit to the general report that his nest movement 
Trill be towards Mooltan. 

19 It cannot, however, hut excite some distrust, ig- 
norant as I am of the affairs of the south, to observe that, m 
addition to the Vackeels already at Lahore, Goordial Brahmin 
again left Putteealali on a pilgrimage to Jooala Moohy on the 
20tli instant with a considerable retinue, and a man named 
Junda Sing was within these two days at Philour, said to be 
deputed from Bunjeet to Dowlufc Bow Scindeah 

20. My intelligence of this day states the whole force 
at Lahore to he six thousand and about two thousand at 
Umntsir, at which place it is said there is to be an intended 
meeting of all the Chiefs on the next Sunlrant, or about the 
13th January, which is to determine their future movements 


74 From Lieutenant-Colonel D, Ocuterloni', Commanding at 
Loodeana, to 0 La sun gton, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government in the Political Department, — No. 44, 
dated 31st December 1809. 

In the 7th paragraph of my letter No 84, under date the 
6th December, 1 I had the honor to communicate, for the 
information of Hib Excellency m Council, the measures which 
I proposed to adopt m consequence of the preparations made 
by and suspicious conduct of Bajah Bunjeet Sing. I have now 
the honor to transmit a letter from Brigade-major Brownrigg, 
by which His Excellency m Council will observe that a supply 
of gram and other articles equal to fifteen days’ consumption 
has been laid m for a sum not much exceeding, perhaps not 
quite amounting to, three thousand rupees 

2 In consequence of this letter I have directed that 
officer immediately to erect within the fort the mill proposed, 
and some handmdls or chuches being on their way to ths 

1 64 tupra 
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Purj'b for *ale, I have al-=o purchased fifty which I shall 
order to l>c fitted up for use, the whole expense of which will 
r jt exceed 3,200 rupees 


S In a fev da\s a ditch will Ik? completed round tho 
fort which con la? d(vp*'n<\l and enhrgod at leisure, and a wall 
and ditch round the torn arc in considerable forw ardness. 


4 The lr‘te* from Ilncode-tnajor Brownrigg is fo 
c re pi t it as to render an\ observation from in' 1 unnice-.carv, and 
I feel p.’WTulal that, wlnteur ma\ ho the decision of Ihs 
I’.xo 11 nc* in Council rs to the propriety or nccK^ifj of the 
measure itrdf, His Excellency will not fail to observe tint it 
full) evince, the ]t!=t confidence I had placed in that ofiuer 
ard proves that it could not have been executed with greater 
prudence, cvlcntj and mt* gnty 



CHAPTER II. 

♦ 

1810-11 

Intelligence from tlio Punjab — Encroachments of tlio Gurkhas — Measures 
for obtaining redress for tlio attach on Lieutenant White — Operations 
of Raja Ranjit Singli against Multan— Claims of Gurkhas to Pinjore— 
Appointment of Captain Birch as Assistant to Colonel Ochtorlony— 
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Singli — Arrival of members of tho Rojal Family of Kabul at Ludhiana — 
Present of n cnrringo and pair to Raja Ranjit Singh— Maladministra- 
tion of tho Patiala Stato— Proclamation to Protected Sikh Chiefs — 
Kashmir sheep 

75 From Lieutenant- Colonel JD Oohterlont, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to C Lvsiiizqton, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No 46, dated the 6th 
January 1810 

I rate the honor to transmit Lalioie Intelligence up to 
tlie 1st instant, wlncli confirms my former account of the 
Rajah's proceeding to tho west and leaves the meeting at 
Umntser on the Sun Irani doubtful, but I should rather be 
inclined to think it mil not take place, though distance or 
business is seldom sulfeied to prevent this ceremony, which is 
not actually ordained, but has become by usage a nte of 
religion 


Enclosure to 75. 

Lahoie Intelligence dated 1st January 1810 
Sird ar Runjeet Sing marched from Lahore, and on the 
second day halted 18 coss from thence at a place called Goojer- 
wal, having with him Sahib Sing of Goojrat and other 


Lalioin 

Intelligence 
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Lahore 

Intelligence 


Sirdars, except Ranee Sudda Kooer and tbe sons of Mehtab 
Kooer, who, owing to dissatisfaction, did not accompany him 
Tbe Sirdar has since written to tbe former to remain at Lahore 
until tbe Sunlrant of MaitgJi, and that afterwards to act 
agreeably to what be may write 

Tbe Sirdar has ordered all bis troops to repair to bis 
presence Numbers are daily arriving He has dispatched 
Cboober, Kxdviutgar, to Sirdar Futta Sing, Allowala, Sirdar 
Jodb Sing, Kulseeah, Dbewa Sing, tbe son of Hurry Sing, 
and others, to repair to bis presence with their respective forces 
without delay Orders have also been written to Dewan 
Mokum Chund to join It is expected that after meeting tbe 
King (Sujah-ul-Moolk), collecting money from tbe zemeendars 
of Sabewal, obtaining a settlement of tbe country at tbe foot 
of tbe bills, and taking some places as "Wazeerabad, Goojrat, 
&c , tbe Sirdar will return to Lahore, and that he will detach 
Dewan Mokum Chund with all his troops towards Mooltan, 
and it is also imagmed that tbe Sirdar with all his troops 
and Sikhs will accompany tbe King towards Mooltan, in 
expectation that the Duranies now with Mahomed Shah will 
come over to him and thereby prevent his effecting any 
collections in that country and obstruct bis passage to Peshour 
By such a combination of tbe Duraiues the arrangements of 
the Kingdom will be effected It will be seen which of these 
expectations will be realized A report prevails that a Yakeel 
has been dispatched on the part of Rajah Sahib Sing and the 
Sirdars of Malwa to Sirdar Runjeet Sing, and that they wish 
to effect some arrangements with him The truth of this is 
best known to God 

Goordeal, Yakeel of Maharajah Dowlut Row, is said to 
he again coming He has left Putteealah and is now on his 
way to Runjeet. 

Sirdar Jodh Smg was prepared to march, postponed it 
yesterday on account of ram, and is expected to move to- 
morrow 


D. OCHTERLONY, 
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76 Fiom 0 Lusjiington, Enquire, Acting Secretary to 
Government , Foit William, to Lieutenant- Oolonel D 
OcHTERioxr , Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated the 9th 
January 1810 

1 am dnected by His Excellency tbe Vice-President m Attack on 
Council to acknowledge the receipt of youi letter of the 21st wkite, nant 
ultimo, repoitmg the circumstances of an attack made on Surveyor 

; 1 ° Orders of 

Lieutenant White by a paity of Akalies from Umntsir Government 

2 IIis Excellency in Council entirely approves the 
measuies which you adopted for the purpose of relieving 
Lieutenant White and his party from the dangerous situation 
m which they were placed by the hostile conduct of the 
lawless fanatics by whom they weie attacked, and His 
Excellency m Council desires that you will employ your 
endeavois in the utmost degiee which may be expedient for 
the discovery and punishment of the perpetrators of that 
unpiovoked outrage. 


77 Fiom Lieutenant-Colonel D Ocuterlont, Commanding at 
Loodcana, to 0 Lvsbington, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No 47, dated SOth 
January 1810 


I have the honor to transmit translate of intelligence from 
Lahoie to 15th instant My othei news-writer confirms the 
puncipal fact of Punjeet having seized the whole country of 
Sahib Sing of Goojrat with the exception of a small portion 
which he has given to Golab Smg, his son , but he says 
notlung of his future operations being certainly directed to 
Balmwulpoie and Mooltan, though this is certainly the 
prevalent opinion 


Punjab 

Intelligence. 


Enclosure to 77. 

Punjab Intelligence fiom, the 13th to the loth January 1310 

SuitDAR Punjeet Sing marched from Jullalpore with 
intent to take Uknoor (the fort of which place is extremely 
strong) from Alum Smg, a partner of the Pajah of Ju mny o 
and dependant of Sahib Smg, and encamped at Munnnwur 
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runjftl) 

Intelligence 


Simbu Sahib Sing made Ins escape nnd went to Goojral 
Itnnjcet Sing, hating t ikon tlic count) j, demanded the three 
eannoiiB which Sahih Smg at the time of being confined had 
piomn-cd and winch ho non refused, snj mg that when Goojrat 
shall he taken from me the c unions will also become jour 
jnopeitj Golab Sing, Ins eon, bower or, is with Runjeet 
Smg Tho people, being oppressed, had petitioned him to 
send lus own tliana into Jullolpore, or they should go to 
some other place and settle themsehes, 

Runjeet Smg had sent messengers to require (lie attend- 
ance of Alum Sing of Gknoor and Sooltan Khan Alum Smg, 
Rajpoot, who is a brother of the Jummoo Rajah, accordingly 
came, paid Ins respects, presented a horse and solicited 
protection, and said that both the fort and myself arc at jour 
sci \ ice , if it is jour desire to take the foit, you are welcome, 
I have no objection Rnnjcet Sing hid him he contented and 
said that tho fort of Uknoor is mj object owing to its 
contiguity to Cashmere, and the load to that place from hence 
being safe my army being stationed here can opportunely 
take possession of Casbmeie, and settlements with tho Rajahs 
of the neighbourhood eau ho easily obtained 

The Rajah of Chib, the Killaftdar of Mungla, and the 
Rajah Ajcet Smg o£ Jummoo, came in obedience to the call of 
Smdar Runjeet Smg and presented mtzzeis, and Koor Khan 
Smg with his troops has marched from Lahore Sudda Kooer 
may have aa lived there beforo Jodh Smg, Rnmgurkea, has 
reached tho Aimy at Mrmnawur, and the Be wan (Hokum 
Chund) , who had mossed the Rarce, mnj r hare also joined 
Troops gatbeimg from all quaiters are proceeding to tho 
Aimy 

Surdar Jodh Smg, Kulsea, who was waiting at Umritsir, 
/inarched from thence on tho 15 th for tho Army with Runjoet, 
and tho arrival of Surdai Futta Smg is expected r ery soon 

It is 6aid that Runjeet Sing purposes going to Mooltan, 
and that he eageily wishes to pay his respects to the King, 
Imt that tho King ib not much molmed towaids him, 
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apprehensive lest he may either impiison, ask something' of 
gicat •value, or lie the cause of somo 1113m y to him The 
Surdai intended Sialkote for the accommodation of the Royal 
Family, and the King expects I10 should tako Mooltan and 
give it to him The Surdai ’s intentions tovvaids Mooltan and 
Rnlnvuilpore me inflexible lie has assembled his troopB and 
the different Surdar*, and if lie did not mean to go personally, 
why has he called all his Surdirs? It is evident at least that 
lie intends to visit Bihavvulpore and levy contributions. 

I, tOO cannon balls have laid}' been sent fiom Umiitsir 
agieeablj to orders, and a furthei commission foi 10,000 
blue lights has been lcceived 

D OCHTERLONY 


78 From Lieutenant Colonel D Ociitehjom , Commanding at 
looihana , to 0 JlsimcTOX, Esquire, Acting Sccutaiy 
to Goicrnmcnt, Foit William, — No 48, dated the 21st 
Januaiy 1810 

I irvvr the I101101 to tinnsimt translate of intelligence 
received this day 

It cannot but be most mollify mg and disagiceablc to send 
lnioi illation so various and conti adictory, but I trust I shall bo 
paidoned when it is consuleied that from my situation I must 
depend on the communications of men who aie accustomed to 
w rite all they hear or observe without comment or reflection 

Futtn Sing has been repeatedly summoned by the Rapali, 
mid if he delays any considerable tune at Umritsir it will bo 
some sorb of pioof that I10 has received oiders to tho effect, 
though not foi the puipose mentioned 


Enclosure to 78 

Fungal Intelligence fiom the 10th to tho 18th January 1810 
Surdar Runjeet Sing remained encamped thieo days at 
Munnawm Rajah Jeet Sing of Jummoo, Alum Sing of 
Uknoor, Outai Sing of Mungla and 33kai Lab Sing, Chib, 


Punjab 

Intelligence 
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Punjab 

Intelligence 


with otliei zemeendars of tlie country adjacent to the hills, 
came to the Hazoor, and nearly the Undermentioned sum 


as nuzzerana haying been settled— 

Kb 

Kajah J eet Sing of 3 ummoo 10,0(M 

Alum Sing of Uknoor , , 15,000 

Ontar Sing of ATungla , 5,000 

Bbai Lab Sing of Cbib 6,000 


they were suffeied to depart , but Sultau Khan, Rajah of 
Kajaoree, being a dependant on Cashmere and relying on the 
strength of his own place, did not make his appearance Qrt 
the contrary, he made his escape and took shelter m a place of 
security The Suidar, having appointed Butta Smg, Chachee, 
to chastise him, marched from thence and returned to Jullal- 
poie, the inhabitants of which place being leduced to the 
greatest distress by the tyranny of Golauh Sing made daily 
complaints to the Rajah, who sent for the mother of Golauh 
Smg fiom the town, placed his own people there and commit- 
ted her son to a guard m camp 

Sahib Smg, who without notice had left camp and 
sheltered himself at Goojrat and who refused to give up his 
cannons, being apprehensive of his life, has made Ins escape 
fiom thence also with 2d horses towards Mtmgla and Rajaoree, 
whereupon the Surdar sent Hakeem Azeezoodm to settle that 
countiy, and when he had effected the settlement of both 
the town and fort of Goojrat the Surdar himself went and 
remained there one merht.. 

The pnrgumia of Shahdra is given to Dhunput Brahman 
as jagir m lieu of the wages of 200 horse It is said that 
the Ktlladar of Bujwat was accidently met by Hookma Smg, 
Chimnee, m making Ins escape at night and plundered of 
about 15 horses and property. 

In reply to the desire of Bunjeet Smg that the King 
should come to Ramnagur or Pmd Dadun Khan and meet him, 
Klioosbally Mull came from the King and represented that 
the King said “I have but lately armed heie and have 
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Buffered much both m cncumstauces and property I have not rmnnb 
the power to go nor lme I the means o£ furnishing myself Iutelll S' 
nith necessaries for the journoy, hut if the Simla l will himself 
come here we shall meet” The Suidar anxiously dcsnes a 
meeting It shall bo seen w liero they meet Den an Mokum 
Clmnd has joined the Aimy 

Ycsteulay, the 15th, one horn after it became night, Futta 
Sing, Allowalla, simply attended, armed at Umulsn, and the 
following day the whole of lus tioops, tents, 2 cannons and 
camp followers aimed. On the 17th Gooioo Bissumbhei Dnss 
of Juiuleall, with his troops, also aimed at Umntsir and put 
up with Futta Sing, who has this day lewewcd Ins force 
Goordeal, the Vakeel of Dow’lut Row, paid his lcspcets to 
Futta Sing and said that at present Maharajah Dow lnt ltow 
nnd Juswaut Row lme mutual!} connned at and instigated 
Mcer Ivlmn to create distuibances with the English, and they 
are waiting for jou The English lme by wheedling nnd 
deception taken (he counlr} Since they bare taken the east 
and south nnd subjected the Chiefs of those countues, of what 
extent is the Punjaub? Rut the Surdars of those quniters 
hn\c } ct some strength To } on no time can be better oi moic 
precious than the present, nnd if jou will unite with fifty 
thousand horse, the subjection of the enemy w ill bo effected 
with gieat ease and facility, and to pass o\er such a moment 
for a future period will only be the cause of legict and repent- 
ance Surdar Futta Sing, upon healing this, said that you 
should meet with Runjeet Sing I also shall speak to bun 
upon this subject, and whatever shall bo his wish shall be 
mine. 

I liavo learned from a trust w oi thy peison veibally that 
Surdkn Ram, son of Kkooshnlly Mull, sent by Surdar Runjeet 
Sing to Futta Sing, has this day aimed, aud m private said 
to him that the Suidar Bahadur wishes you should assemble 
tho whole of your troops at Umntsir, and be personally in 
readiness for a movement with eveiythmg necessary I shall 
also very soon aruve and proceed towards Hmdoostan 

D OCHTERLONY 
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79 Fiom 0 Lvsiiington, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Govern- 

ment, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D Ooiiter- 
lont, Commanding at Lodlnana, — dated the 23rd January 
1810 

I am directed by His Excellency tlie Vice-President in 
Council to acknowledge tlie leceipt of your dispatch No 44, 
dated tlie 31st ultimo, 1 enclosing a copy of a letter from 
Brigade-ma]oi Browmigg describing bis proceedings under 
youi oi dei s foi laying in a stock of gram and other articles 
equal to fifteen days* consumption for tlie foice undei youi 
command, and to inform you that the Vice-President m Council 
consideis the terms under which tho stoies have been piovided 
to he highly advantageous to the public, and that Brigade- 
in ajoi Biownngg J s prudent and zealous exertions are entnely 
approved by His Excellency in Council 

80 From 0 Lusiiixgton, Esqniic, Acting Secretary to Govern 

ment, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D Ociiter- 
tom , Commanding at Lodlnana, — dated 23rd January 
1810. 

I have had the honor to leceive and lay before His Ex- 
cellency the Vice-Pi esident m Council your dispatoh No 43, 
dated tho 30th ultimo, 2 3 enclosing copies of your further 
conespondenco with the Dewan Molikum Chuud, and of a 
letter to your adchess fiom the Commander of the GooiUia 
foice 

2- The tenor of youi reply to the Dewan is entnely 
approved by His Excellency the Vice-President in Council. 

3. You have alieady been informed that your late cor- 
respondence with Ummor Smg has boen transmitted to Eoit St. 
George for the orders of tho Governor-General, in consequence, 
however, of the neai approach of the Gooikha troops to the 
possessions of tho Sikh Chiefs under our protection, His 
Excellency m Council apprehends that considerable embarrass- 
ment may ensue unless the Gooikha Chief be early apprized 
oE the limits to which ho must confine his operations in order 

1 7i supra 

3 73 supra 
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to avoid mterfeience -with tlio possessions undei tlie protection 
o£ tlie Butisli Government 

4 The impel feet knowledge possessed by Government of 
tbe exact geogiaphieal situation of those places which are the 
scenos of the present depredations of the Goorkhas pi events the 
Vice-President m Council from defining those limits with 
much piecision, but His Excellency in Council will approve 
your stating to the Gooikka Chief that he cannot be permitted 
to extend his conquests to the districts below tbe lulls , and, 
m the event of fuither discussions with Ummer Sing, you will 
consider tbe principle above noticed as a rule for the guidance 
of your conduct uutil you shall have been furnished with the 
instructions of the Eight Honorable the Governor- General 

5 It is inexpedient in eveiy point of view that Eajab 
Saheb Sing should mteifere in any manner in the disputes 
between Eunjeet Smg and the Gooikhas You will therefore 
be pleased to intimate to Saheb Smg that if he takes any part 
in the contest he will incur the displeasuie of the Butish 
Government 

6 His Excellency m Council is aware of the difficulty 
which you must experience in adjusting the numerous and 
vexatious claims which the restless piopnetors of contiguous 
land lefer to your decision, and m the judgment of His 
Excellency in Council the mode which you generally adopt of 
advising the contending parties to consent to mutual restitu- 
tion of plundered property and arbitiation m the case of 
disputed boundaries is the best which, considering the nature 
of the Government and the habits of the people, can be 
adopted 

7 His Excellency in Councd deems it advisable that 
you should be kept regularly informed of the state of affans 
at the Murliatta Courts, and the Eesident at Delhi will 
therefoie be instructed to communicate to you such intelli- 
gence as he may obtain of the projects and intentions of 
those Diubars 
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81 From A Setov, Esquire, Resident at Dchh, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D OciiTERLOhT , Commanding at Ludhianeh , — 
dated the 2ith of January 1810 

The cruel and wanton outrage lately committed upon 
Lieutenant White wliile surveying tlie country m the vicinity 
of Batindah has, no doubt, made the deepest impression 
upon your mind Whether v lewed in the light of a wanton 
act of barbarous aggression upon a party of inoffensive 
persons, or considered in the light of a national insult from 
the public nature of Lieutenant White’s then situation, I 
confess it appears to me to be of the utmost importance to our 
proper political influence in that quarter to evince to the Sikhs 
of eveiy rank and description that so atiocious an act of 
aggression will not be suffered to take place with impunity It 
appears that the ringleader of the banditti was a person called 
15 hoi a Sing, who is an Ukaulee, or priest, and lives at a place 
called Dum-dummeh Jee m the vicinity (as I understand) of 
Batindah, but that he neither professes allegiance to Rajah 
Sabeb Sing nor to Rajah Jeswant Sing, hut acts as if he were 
independent of both It strikes me, howevei, that, if the 
active co-operation of those Chiefs and the cordial aid of their 
local exertions could be obtained, much might be effected, and 
I have accordingly expressed to them my expectation that 
they would exert themselves upon the occasion I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a copy of my correspondence on 
the subject with Jeswunt Smg, and a transcript of a letter 
which I have addressed to Rajah Saheb Smg, 1 from which you 
will he pleased to observe that I have candidly declared that, 
though I acted merely fiom myself, and without the orders 
of my Government, whose instructions on the subject I had 
not yet received, I did not imagine that Government would 
rest contented with the pool and unsatisfactory amends of 
the robbers being obliged to make restitution of the plundered 
property I was desirous of availing myself of this oppor- 
tunity to lay down the principle that, according to our 
notions of justice and of policy, the compelling banditti 
to relinquish and restore their booty upon such occasions will 
1 2s ot traceable in the Punjab Bccorda 
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inner bo deemed by us an adequate amends , and I was 
the tatho desirous o£ making' tins declaration upon tbe 
present occasion because, as it is combined with an explicit 
assuiance that however eonfoimablo to the geneial spmt 
and principle of our system its application to the case m 
question originates with myself, the Bntish Government is 
not committed by Lho measuie, and m the event of its being 
pleased to deem it expedient to deviate from the doctrine 
which I have laid down, and to adopt a language of a 
palliative and modifying nature, it will have it in its power 
so to do, without inconsistency or relaxing fiom its dignity 
To m3 self, I confess, it appears to be an occasion which 
calls for high and spnited expostulation, were it only to 
guard against the repetition o£ such atrocity in future 

2 I lmvo only to add that I shall bo very happy to be 
honored with any communications from you upon this painful 
but interesting subject 


82. From Licufcnani-Ooloncl D OciiTEKLO^r, Commanding 
at Loodeana, to 0 Lusiu^aws, Fsquuc, Secretary to 
Government , Fort William, — No 19, duted the 30th 
January 1810 

1 nAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yotu 
letter of the 9th instant, 1 and am highly gratified to learn 
that the measures I adopted on receipt of Lieutenant White’s 
note have been approved by His Excellency the Vice-Pres- 
ident in Council 

2 It does not appear to me that Bhola Sing was- 
actuated by fanaticism, but solely by the desne of plunder, in 
his attack on that officer, m whioh, from the same motive, ha 
was joined by a number of the inhabitants of the neighboui- 
mg villages over whom the Suidais possess veiy little 
authority, and there cannot well be a stronger proof of 
the imbecility of Rajah Salub Singh than his suffering 
such a fellow and with so small a body of troops (at the 
utmost not exceeding fifty horsemen) to seize and letam one- 

1 70 stipra^ 
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of his villages, and by that means increasing the means and 
power of tbo zemeendars to rdBist bis authonty and withhold 
their lcnts. 

8. I have ventured m a letter to the Resident at Dehli 
(a copy of which will accompany this address) to offer my 
opinion that the punishment and expulsion of Bhola Sing 
fiom their districts should not only be demanded and insisted 
upon, but that it should be done by themselves, unaided by 
any British tioops, in order to ensure their future vigilance, 
and to evince that such conduct will not pass unnoticed 
or unpunished by Government. 

4 It is not possible that they can with truth pretend 
inability, and the trifling inconvenience it might put them to, 
if they would sustain any, would perhaps be the means of 
securing the safety and protection of any other officei 
employed on similar service, 

6 Perhaps even on any future occasion of that nature 
it might be thought advisable to call on the Chiefs to furnish 
fifty or a hundred men each, under a proper and respectable 
dependant of their own, instead of sending an escort of regular 
troops. 

6. Should this plan be adopted, the officer deputed on a 
survey would be at once placed under their protection and 
responsibility, and those frivolous and probably ill-founded 
complaints which they are accustomed to make would bo 
avoided. 


7, The smallest detachment of Butish troops must 
necessarily have supplies of firewood, gram, &c , and if they 
will not bring them out to the camp for sale, which the 
villagers often refuse, although assured of a fair price and a 
piotectmg guard, some ground of complaint may occur, but 
with a Sikh escort they turn their horses into the finest 
gram fields and not a murmur is heard 

8 I have ventured to offer this opinion to the consider- 
ation of His Excellency in Council under an idea that some 
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flit tiro attempt may bo intulo to sur\oy those tuibulent 
district*, and I know of none more likely to bo nttendod with 
success unless the Surveyor nos attended by such a force of 
regulars as might defy opposition and bo nblo to supply 
tlicmsehcs. 

9 I lm\o the honor to send cop}' and translation of a Inlolliponeo 
letter recencd last night from a native in my employ nt fr0Ul Lttll0r ‘ 
Lahore in reply to somo observations which I mado to lum 
and which seem to mo worthy of being communicated to Hib 
E xcollency in Council 

10. I toko tho liberty of requesting attention to tho 
last paragraph, which I have translated to tho best of my 
ability m the somo loose manner of the original , and I would 
wish to submit to those more conversant m the language than 
mjself whether the writer does not moan to state that nil tho 
preparations alluded to are defensive and the result of 
npprehcnsion and jealousy ralhei than hostile intentions. 

My reason for 60 particulnily soliciting nttoulion to this 
paragraph in tho original ih that it may bear a different 
mtciprctntion. 


Enclosure to 82 

Translation of a letter from a Native at Lahore 

Os tho 25th by tho hands of a lurlarah I reccivod your 
letter mentioning that tho Colonel complained of tho vaguo 
information I sometimes give, and desiring that I would 
weigh well tho intelligence I send and say how far it was 
founded on truth or piobablo falsehood 

It is neccssaiy that whatever I hoar I should ropiosont to 
the Colonel, because such things as to mo appear false may 
aftci wards provo truo and take effect, and then I should 
seem neglectful, nor can I bo responsible that they will or will 
not occur (Foi instance) Lalla Surdaiam told Futta Sing that 
tho Rajah’s intention was to move towards Hmdoostan, and 
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that he was foi the present to remain and protect thi 3 
country at Umiitsn, to collect his force at one spot, and to 
lemam prepared to march There is no doubt that he said 
this, foi an agent whom I employed at Umntsir received this 
information from the Patshhar of Suidaram and gave it to 
me I therefore leported it, but how can I say positively that 
such a one (the Rajah) will come to Hmdoostan. 

In the assemblies and consultations of the Surdars an 
attack on that quarter is often the subject, but on account of 
a deficiency of treasure and a want of unanimity amongst 
them this design has not been accomplished. 

It is obvious that except Futta Sing, Allowalah, and Jodh 
Sing, Itamgumah, there is not a Surdar left, or if one remains 
he is without power The object of the Rajah m thus 
reducing them is that if he suffered them to remain in any 
strength they would probably desert him in the horn, of 
necessity He theiefore has subdued all the ancient Chiefs 
and given their lands to his own i isl tadars or dependants, 
who m case of necessity would act m obedience to his orders , 
but there cannot he the least doubt that if he had the power 
he would not delay an attack. There is no one at present who 
can oppose him but the British Government 

The Maharattas, such as Dowlut Row and others, are 
instigating him to commence hostilities, and he on his part 
is desirous that they should begin and he would join them, 
and m this latter plan the Dewan Mokum Chund coincides. 
This ib the present state of matters 

The Rajah is possessed of understanding and weighs well 
what he undertakes It does not therefore appear probable 
that at this moment the Rajah will attempt anything. 
Although the Vakeel of Dowlut Row is come and seeks to 
entice him, yet all the preparations he is making m assembling 
his troops, raising battalions on the English plan and putting 
his foits in a state of defence aie only preparatory to that day 
when he may possibly encounter the English Army. 

- D OCHTERLONY. 
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exerted himself in apprehending the banditti In reply, the 
Yackeel acquainted me that, as Bhola Sing, after his attack 
upon Lieutenant White, had withdrawn first to Telwundee in 
the country of Sahib Sing, and then to a strong independ- 
ent place called Mukootsur, in the vicinity of the troops 
of Mohkum Chund, Runjeet’ s Dewan, it was not m 
the power of his master (Rajah Sahib Sing) to punish 
that robber The Vackeel further lecommends that, in the 
event of its being deemed expedient to effect the punish- 
ment of Bhola Sing, the necessary communication may be 
made to you, and the co-operation of the other Sikh Chiefs 
solicited, in order to insure success This suggestion can 
only relate to Jeswunt Sing, since, of all the friendly and 
dependent Sikh Chiefs, those of Nabah and Putteealah are 
the only Surdars whose territories are situated in the vicinity 
of Bhola Sing’s place of retreat It is indeed near the 
south-eastern frontier of Rajah Runjeet Sing’s possessions 
But from him or his Dewan, Mohkum Chund, no active 
co-operation upon this occasion could be expected. 


4 I have deemed it necessaiy to enter into these details 
previously to acquainting you that Government has been 
pleased to authorize me, in the event of my ascertaining 
that Bhola Sing has actually found refuge m Runjeet 
Sing’s camp, to address a representation to that Chief requir- 
ing his delivery to the authority of the British Government 
It certainly would appear from public report, as also from 
the intelligence communicated to me by the Sikh Chiefs 
now at Delili, that Bhola Sing did proceed to Mohkum 
Chund’s camp m the vicinity of Kotekapoora, and that 
he was permitted to remain theie Still, however, previous- 
ly to making the application in question I should be happy 
to be informed whether you have reason to believe, from 
such authentic intelligence as you may have received on 
the subject, that this was actually the case In the event of 
its being true, I should conceive it would warrant a strong 
expostulation with Runjeet Sing on the unfriendly conduct 
of his Dewan towards the British Government With 
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leaped to the person of Bliola Sing-, ns ifc is probable that be 
is non returned to bis usual habitation of Dumdnmmeh Jeo 
or Mukoolsm, it sttikcs me that nothing but the attack 
and lcduclion of those places, if completely in bis interest 
or under lus influence, could be considered as adequate 
satisfaction Yet, if the united offorts of the Rajahs of 
Nab ill and Putlcealah nrc in truth unable to effect this, I 
really know not how, under existing circumstances, it is 
to be accomplished On being favored with y our reply to this 
letiei, I shall address Goa eminent finally on the subject, 
which I considei as a matter of infinite importance to the 
name and credit of the British Got eminent in this quarter. 

P S — I haae tho pleasuro to transmit a copy of my 
correspondence with Ilumecr Sing, the Vackcel of Putteealah, 
referred to in tho 3rd paragraph of this dispatch. 

84 From Ltcufcnant-Coloncl D Ornrsnio^r, Commanding at 
Loodcana, to -1 Szroz, JOsqmre, Resident at Dehit • 
dated the 20lh of February 1S10 

I imc the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant, 1 and in consequenco to send you 
extracts 2 from all my Putteealah newspapers that contain any 
information respecting tho Ukallee, Phoola Sing, antecedent 
and subsequent to lus attack on Lieutenant White. 

2. By these extracts it would appear that Humeer S'ng 
is so far wananted in his assertions that intelligence t\c~ 
receded there that Phoola Sing had gone to Koteknpaam- In: 
this circumstance is positively and peremptorily by 

Mokum Chund's Vakeel, and I have no mean' at tils m'ment 
of establishing the fact. To the assertions of Is — : r I am 
inclined to give tho most credit, but supposing ;b r Pu**eealah 
intelligence to be true, I take tho lib-’rfy to ebrarre that I 
should still think all expostulation improper b*m , ns? I concene 
it would be useless. I would not wish to he ^nought insen- 
sible oi indifferent to the atrocious cczlzzi c: Pooola Sin?, 

1 83 supra 

* Not traceable in tie Fzz it Z'-t-L 
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but I am anxious that any animadversion made by the British 
Government should not be susceptible of denial, and above all 
that the subject of our complaint should not be retorted on 
our own protdg4s Having been much in the habit of corre- 
sponding with the Rajah of Lahore, I have no doubt he would 
deny the fact even if true and he knew it to be so, and he 
would allege its improbability on the notorious fact that 
Phoola Sing was expelled from his temtory and the lands 
given for his subsistence confiscated on account of his conduct 
towards the British Mission, and to prove his respect for 
and good-will to the British Government he would in all 
probability, and m my opinion with great justice, comment 
on the conduct of Rajah Sahib Smg for having suffered 
a miscreant, who was universally known aB the chief insti- 
gator and leader of that base and sanguinary massacre, to 
find an asylum in his country , and he might observe that 
even if he was inadequate to the task of dispossessing him, 
still it was a duty of allegiance and of gratitude to have 
intimated to the officers of the British Government that 
such a man had obtained a footing, and not have permitted 
their first knowledge of the circumstance to have been ob- 
tained by a renewal of his atrocities m the country which 
they have taken under their protection 

3 There was not a Chief on this side of the Sutledge 
who was ignorant of the fact and cause of lus expulsion from 
the Punjab, noi in all probability one who did not know of 
his having gone to Dumdumajee, and to their culpable neglect 
and sdence on this subject I cannot help ascribing every 
consequence that followed 

4 It is on this account moie particularly, and on another 
which I shall mention hereafter, that I am anxiously desirous 
the seizure or expulsion of Phoola Sing should be their own 
act under the orders of the British Government, and that 
all the notice taken of the circumstanoe to the Rajah of 
Lahore should be limited to an intimation that his seizure was 
oidered, and it would be considered as an attention to the 
British Government if he would deliver up the assassin should 
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lie again seek refuge in the country from which his miscon- 
duct had formerly occasioned his banishment 

5 Having m recollection the massaeie at BaUaies, I 
need not observe to you, who are so intimately conversant with 
the customs of Hindoostanees, how generally averse they are 
to deliver up any one who has placed himself under their 
protection, and how veiy raiely they disci lmmate between 
the fugitives of misfoitune and of cnme 
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6 From Runjeet oui experience does not Wan ant us to 
expect a firm and dignified lefusal, but we have on the contrary 
every reason to believe that he would have recourse to every 
species of evasion, subterfuge and falsehood Previously there- 
fore to making any demand on the Rajah of Lahore, I should 
humbly conceive it would be advisable to asceitain how far 
the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General in Council would, 
undei piesent circumstances, deem it expedient to make a 
peremptory demand with only the alternative of the delivery 
of his person or war , for, if we are to rest satisfied with such 
falsehood and evasions as he will not hesitate to adopt, and 
which he considers merely as political finesse, I cannot help 
thinking it would be bettei it were ner er made 


7 I have enteied into this long discussion because I 
conceive it by no means improbable that Phoola Sing, though 
at this moment at Tulwandy oi Dumdumajee, might on the 
advance of a British detachment m that direction again solicit 
the protection of the Rajah of Lahore, and it seems to me very 
desuable that, before we attach a great importance to what is 
past, every possible consequence should be matuiely weighed, 
aud if m the opinion of Government a lupture with Runjeet 
is rather to be desired than avoided, there is no doubt we 
cannot insist too strongly on the delivery of Phoola Sing 
Bhorrld he fly to him for protection, but, if a demand is made 
which is not to be enforced by arms, it will m my opinion be 
only to afford him a cause for triumph m the success of his 
system of falsehood and prevarication and to awaken a jealousy 
winch, if not entuely subsided, seems to have lost much of its 
violence. 
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8. I Lave a cn Lured to submit Lliis subject to joui 
consideration as it appears to affect our external relations. It 
now only lemains to point out such circumstances as appear 
to have an effect on tho minds oi dispositions of the Chiefs 
under oui piotection, to elucidate which I shall transmit 
accompanying such accounts as I have received of the 
stiength, situation and sanctity of Dumdumajee, m which 
Phoola Smg is now said to have taken refuge. 

9. I must, however, beg leave to refer you foi geograph- 
ical information to Lieutenant White, who, having been 
at or near the spot, can point out the exact site of this 
placo and will determine its distance from tho military posts 
of Kurnaul, Hansie or Loodcnna 

10. Dumdumajee is situated abont a coss from Tnl- 
wandy, and is, fiom what cause I know not, considered a sacred 
place by the Sikhs, n here there are seldom less than from three 
to five hundred Ukalies, and it is I imagine fiom this 
circumstance that the event of Phoola Sing having armed 
there was never mentioned by II a] ah Sahib Sing or by any of 
the many Chiefs or tlieir Yakeels who ha\e been in attendance 
during my command at Loodeana , and from this incident I 
draw the conclusion that an attack on this nest of fanatics 
would not only be unsupported, but would m all probability 
be considered as a saculege for which our piotection and 
friendship would be but an inadequate equivalent, and would 
in fact lender them decidedly hostile to our Government if we 
should evei have occasion for their services. It is necessary, 
however, to 6tate that this is merely conjecture and is only 
mentioned in the idea that you may be able, without seeming 
to have a doubt, to ascertain the sentiments of the Chiefs now 
at Dohlie as to an attack by ns on this sanctuary. 

11 These observations and remarks, suggested by youi 
lettei of the l&th instant, I have thought it my duty to com- 
municate without leserve, and I feel persuaded that, although 
they may not appear to you so well founded oi so important as 
they seem to my mind, you will pardon an excess of caution 
at tliiB momenty when it seems so desiiablo to conciliate eveiy 
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Native power and to eradicate as rnucli as possible tbe too 
pi ci alcnt opinion that, we grasp afc every piete\t to augment 
our teintory aud extend our dominion. 

12 In my communications on tins sublet with Rajah 
Sahib.Sing I have expressed myself aery candidly of his great 
neglect and inattention, but I have never seemed to consider 
the whole blame to rest with lam, and it wall appear from the 
extinct of intelligence 1 which I haae tho honor to transmit 
that it never appears ho aaas uuablc to resist the encroaclimont 
of this villain, but that lus foibearauco either proceeded from 
his idiot imbecility or his fanaticism. 


85. From A Srro a, Esquire, Resident at Dchh, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D OciiTcno^r, Commanding at Ludln- 
aneh, — dated the 83rd of February 1810 

* 

"With refeicncc to my letter of the 1 2th instant 2 to your 
address, on the subject of tbe ntlack mnde upon Lieuten- 
nnt White in the month of December last, I have now the 
honor to acquaint you that, m conformity to my urgont 
suggestions, tho three Sikh Chiefs now at Dehh, tir, Bhye 
Lnul Sing, Rajah Bhang Smg and Rajah Jeswunt Sing, have 
agreed to unite their joint efforts to those of Rajah Sahib 
Smg of Putteealab for the purpose of sewing and bringing to 
punishment Bhola Sing, the ungleader of the gang of banditti 
by whom the outrage iu question was committed, and that 
Ilumeei Smg, the Yackeel at this place on the part of Rajah 
Sahib Sing, has engaged for the hearty co-operation of his 
master in this most necessary exertion Prom the Rajah 
himself I have not heaid smee the plan has been deNrmined 
upon, but his Yackeel entertains no doubt of his enfonn" 
heartily into the cause I am aware that from himself, 
in consequence of the imbecility of his character, nothing 
is to be expected. But I trust that those who have the 

1 Not traceable in tlio Punjab Eoecrdf 
5 83 supra. 


Yeisnrcs for 
obtaining 
redress for 
tbe attack 
on Lienton* 
nut White, 
Sun cj or 
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Measures for 
obtaining 
rcilieas for 
tho attack 
on Lieuten 
ant White, 
Suricjor 


Intolligonco 
rotating to 
Itaja Eanjit 
Singh 


management oC In*; nttutb will see the necessity of exerting’ 
thcmsoltcs upon the occasion 

51 If the joint cndeacors of those Chiefs he exerted, I 
hate no doubt of their success, and, ns the Rajah of Pultcea- 
Hh has a duecl and evident mteiest in the result, since it 
would le establish lus authonty in a part ol his country 
where it is not at picsent acknowledged, I should hope that 
real co-opeiation maj ho expected from tho persons who hate 
the management of his attain, 

3 The principal anxiety of the Chiefs appears to arise 
from a feai lost the troops of Runjeet Sing stationed at or 
neai ICote Kapoora should assist Bliola Sing This, however, 
appears to mo to be v cry improbable, and so I hate told 
thorn Prom tho enclosed copy of mj correspondence with 
Sahib Sing jou wall be pleased to observe that he lajs 
considerable stress upon the likelihood of the influence of the 
Detvan Mohkum Chund being exercised in opposing the 
plan 

4 Possibly your exciting jour influence wath Rajah 
Sahib Slug upon this occasion and endeatonng to make him 
and his advisers peiceivc the great advantage to that Chief 
with winch the plan would be attended (exclusive of tho 
obligation which ho is under to exeit himself on the grounds 
of justice) would tend to secure their co-operation. 


86 Intelligence relating to Baja Bazjit Small from the 4th to 
the 10th March 1810 

On the 4th the Eajah came to the JEadgah and sent for 
Habeeb Olla Khan, the brother-in-law of Shujah-ul-Mulk, 
and Jummyet Roy, Yakeel of Nawab Mozuffer Khan, and 
directed them to go and desire the Nawab to deliver over the 
fort (Mooltan), and in ease of refusal to inform him that he 
was determined not to leave the placo until subdued Sooltan 
Ah, a gunner who had about a year ago left the service of the 
Surdar and had since been in the employ of the Nawab, seeing 
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the distressed state of the besieged, deserted and came over to 
Runjeet, who made him a present of 200 rupees and placed 
him m charge of the cannon he had before Numbers of the 
Surdar' s troops, in consequence of the scarcity of provisions, 
had gone into the country towards Tolumbha and Humana, 
and Bhawulpoor, and had brought away gram and cattle, but 
at the request of Gunnaish Dass, Yakeel, the cattle belonging 
to the country of the Nawab were returned and orders issued 
against plunder in that direction 


Intellige 
relating 
Raja 
feingli 


On the 5th the Surdars Meet Singh, Nehal Singh and 
others, who m obedience to the orders of the Surdar had 
pushed on their approaches, were met by the counter-ap- 
proaches of the besieged, when five of the Rajah's men were 
killed and the rest fled Originally Nawab Mozuffer Khan 
offered to give Runjeet Sing two lacs of rupees and a 
number of horses, with one of his sons to remain m his 
service The Surdar had referred this subject to Dewan 
Mohkum Chund for advice, who replied that if that sum had 
been taken at Utch it would have been of no consequence , 
but, aB batteries have been erected and operations actually 
besrun, it is not advisable to return without the surrender 
of the fort It is probable that this place, which is a second 
Kahgra, will soon yield to youi prosperous fortune, as the 
enemy has but a small force and no probability of support 

On the 6th the Surdar sent Gunnaish Dass, Jummyet Roy 
and Kurm Shah to the Nawab Mozuffer Khan to inform him 
that His Majesty Shuja-ul-Moolk had given him the country 
under his own seal, that it would be best for him to surrender, 
but, if it was not agreeable to him to give the country to the 
Surdar, he might deliver it over to the brother-in-law of 
Shuja-ul-Moolk The Nawab replied that the whole of the 
country had been plundered, and he had not the means now to 
give more than 1,25,000 lupees (which according to the usual 
appreciation m Kabul was equal to five lacs of rupees), the 
personal services of one of his sons and his own m the same 
manner that he had formerly paid them to the King, but 
that, if he had resolved on his expulsion, he was equally 
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determined not to surrendei tlie fort while lie lived On this 
message the Surdar sent to the Commandants and observed 
to them angrily that, as they had now broken down a yard of 
the top of the wall, they might carry the place by assault. 
Jowatur Singh and otheis observed that, owing to the height, 
an assault was still impracticable, but if he was determined 
they requested him to pay the troops their arrears for 
eleven months that their famikes may have wherewith to 
subsist while they lament the loss pf their relations The 
Surdar, hearing this, lemamed silent Several of the Sikh 
Surdar s are jealous of the Dewan at his fomenting a quarrel 
which had been nearly adjusted, and m which thousands 
might probably be killed It is also said that the Dewan 
repents of his advice Rujjub All Khan of the Gurh Maha- 
Rajeh-Walah and his brother Sooltan All Khan, who were 
in confinement by Runjeet Smg, have agreed to pay 15,000 
rupees, and having given their sons aB hostages have depaited 
for the purpose of fulfilling their engagements 80,000 rupees 
has been agreed for payments by Mohummud Khan, Moon- 
grawalah, through his Yakeel Mohummud Sadik had before 
sent a camel, a matchlock, musket and 5 llullats by Gunnaish 
Dass, his Yakeel, to Runjeet Smg, and this morning a 
confidential servant arrived charged with the delivery of two 
horses and a camel, finely ornamented, as a tribute, and fifty- 
five thousand rupees m cash was agreed to be paid. 

On the 7th Suidars Meet Smg, Bhrena, (sic) and Nehal 
Smg, Ootareewalah and Ghundah Smg, Saffee, were succes- 
sively sent to the Dewan to say that he made no attempts to 
advance the siege, and directed him to push on his approaches 
that the fort might soon surrender. The Dewan said that he 
was not one moment idle, but by the blessing of God it would 
be shortly accomplished, and showing 6 pair of golden 
bangles to hiB soldiers he promised any one of them a pair 
who would push on the trenches, but on {that day no one 
would undertake it. 

On the 8th the Surdar sent Bysakha Sing into the 
fort to feel their pulse , about 10 o’clock he came back and 
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.reported that they were -willing to give 1,25,000 rupees, but Intelllgcnco 

mged the plundei of the country as an excuse foi their ifanjit 

inability to give moie, on which the Suidar, enraged, said Sm £ h 

that the Vakeels had already offered two lacs and many 

horses, and that from his repoit he considered all his people 

to be swayed by bnbery. This day the Dewan by large offeis 

and gieat encouragements advanced his trenches, and laddeis 

and other materials aie preparing to storm the place Of 

foiu mines carried on from the city, the besieged have sprang 

one, and two mines, one of the Dewan and one of Dul Sing, 

Naharnah, are earned on quite close, and about 4 o’ 1 clock m the 
evening the lattei brought some of the bucks of the wall aud 
reported to the Suidai that they had got under the bastion, 
and by the blessing of God everything would soon be ready. 

The Surdar was much pleased and gave him 4,000 rupees for 
the expense of the foice, besides 5 villages, a hoise, a pair 
of shawls aud a pan of golden bangles Suidar Budh Sing, 

Bhungee, and Nidlian Sing, Kanheya, with 5,000 hoise and 
foot, arrived from Umritser, and 19 wall pieces have been 
received fiom Goojerwaul. 

On the 9th Chanda Sing was dispatched to bung some 
Moulvey in the confidence of Mohummud Sadik, and Choohur 
Mul, IJiulmutgar, is stationed with thiee elephants to bung in 
Btiaw and rubbish from the jungles to Mohkum Chund, 
supposed for the purpose of filling the ditch, Kuieem Oolah 
Khan, Chief of Meerpoor neai Goojrat, was killed this after- 
noon by a cannon shot, and in the evemng the Rajah ordered 
Sewa Sing to go to all the Surdars commanding batteries 
and to order them to advance during the night, and if 
any were careless they must expect punishment, for as the 
batteries were advancing it was necessary to prepare for the 
storm It is probable that in the course of four or five days 
the will of fate will be discerned 

On the 10th the Surdar went out to take an airing, and 
on his return to the garden of Huzzoory was busily employed 
in piepanng laddeis, See , and as this country is quite depopu- 
lated he has stationed thanas at the distance of 15 and 20 
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coss foi tho piuposo of keeping the load open to Laliore. 
Nawab Mozuffei has a thousand men in the fort, and at first 
offered two lacs o£ rupees, many horses and the attendance 
of his son, but, seeing tho Rajah resolved on Ins rum, ho is 
doteimined to stand to the last extremity It is said that 
Mozuffer Khan's Dewan has been killed by the bursting 
o£ one of then own shells 

D OCHTERLONY, Lieut.-Col, 

Commanding at Loodcana. 


87 Intelligence of the Surdars of the westward and Punjab 
up to the 28th of March 1810. 

It is understood by the accounts o£ those who have 
arrived from the west that Mali mood Shah and Futtch Khan, 
having heard of the intentions of Shah Shuja, Ins reconciliation 
with the Suladar of Cashmere and his meeting with Surdar 
Runjeet Sing and the favorable inclination of the people of 
Peshawer to tho Shah Shuja-ul-Moolk aud Zeman Shah, 
have determined to send two thousand horse to the assistance 
of Mohummud Azeem Khan, the Foujdar, and to follow 
lnm up themselves to meet the enemies It is said that they 
■will como from Kandahar by Goolberg, the upper road from 
Cabul 

Zeman Shah is in the camp of Golaum Mohummud Khan 
at the village of Hyder The Sbahzada Yunas, son of Zeman 
Shah, at Attock, and the army of Ehahiah Khan, which 
came from Cashmere, is encamped with Zeman Shah at Hyder, 
with whom is Nund Ram Pandit, Dewan of the deceased 
Vazir Shair Mohummud Khan and Ehahiah Khan request of 
the Shah S h nj a-ul-Moolk to proceed to Peshawer himself, but 
His Majesty does not place any reliance on Atta Mohummud 
Khan or his assistance, on account of the death of Shan 
Mohummud Khan, notwithstanding Ehahiah Khan's agree- 
ments and Atta Muhammud Khan's having settled to take 
the Visauit on himself He therefore orders that the whole 
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force vritli the Slnlwada shouhl piecede him, and when they 
hav c possesion of Pcslnwei he will follow, the ical meaning 1 
of winch is tint m the first action their ical intentions will 
lie discovered 

By othei accounts it is stated lint Mehmood Shall and 
Fulteh Khan remain in Kandalnr, and that ho has bestowed 
the Vtzant! on Fulteh Khan, and has sent Attn Mohummud 
Khan, the son of Ahmed Klnn, Noome, to Bern Ginn Klmn 
m the room of Jubber Khan, the brother of Ftillch Klnn, 
who is ordered to proceed to Poshnwer llawnl Khan, another 
brother of Fulteh Klnn, is also sent to Peslnuer, wlicie 
Mohumniud Ivlnu now is making every necessary prepa- 
ration 

Golnum Molmmmud Klnn, the brother of Atta Moham- 
mad Khan, is in possession of Clio fort of Attock and Shah 
Sliujn at llawnl Pindy, and the army sent from Cashmeio has 
armed on the banks of the Attock It is also stated that 
some differences have arisen between Shah Slurja and Zeman 
Sluh 


88. From Lieutenant-Colonel D OcnTEELOxr, Commanding at 
Loodcana , to 0 LvsiiibGTOb, Esquire , Secretary to Gourn 
ment, — No 51, dated the 16th of March 1810 

I have tin honor to acquaint you, for the information of 
His Excellency the Vice-Piesidcnt in Council, tint hj letters 
received this day fiom Punjab and from the camp of the 
Itajah of Lahore it appears that lie arrived before MooH.un on 
the 21th ultimo and obtained possession of the city on (ho 
25th 

Grain of every kind is said to ho dear in his camp, but 
bo 6eems determined not to accept of nnj terms slioit of (lie 
surrender of tbe Foit of Mooltan, and with it in fact (ho 
possession of that country, in the hope of lowing futuie 
contributions fiom and obtaining a contionl over (he Chiefs 
of Bhawulpore, Lyah, Bhukur and Sind 


Frontier 
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The same accounts mention a rumour in his camp of 
their proceeding from Bhawulpore to Batmdah and Putteealah 

1 have transmitted by this day’s dawk transcnipts of 
the Persian papeis and letteis to the Persian Interpreter of 
His Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief, but I believe the 
above contains all the intelligence which is m any degiee 
material. 


89 . From 0 Lushington, Esquue, Acting Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, to Lieutenant Colonel D Ocbterlont , Com- 
manding at Lodhiana, — dated the 20th of March 1810 

I ah directed by His Excellency the Vice-President m 
Council to transmit to you for your information and guidance 
the enclosed copy of a lettei under date the 26th ultimo from 
the Secretary to the Right Ilon’ble the Governor-General 
respecting the encroachments of the Goorkha forces 


Enclosure to 89 


From N B Edhonstone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Political Department, Fort William, to 0 Lvshinoton, 
Esquire, Acting Secretary to Government, Secret, Political 
and Foreign Department, Fort William, — dated Fort St 
George, the 26th of February 1810 


I Air directed to 

21st November 

Enclosure from Resident, Delhi, 
Gth November, 9th January 
Enclosure from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ocbterlony, 1st Novem 
ber, ICtb December 

To Lieutenant Colonel Ocbter 
lon\, from Acting Secretory, 9th 
January, 23rd January 

1 rom Colonel Ocbterlony, 30th 
December 

To Colonel Ocbterlony, from 
Acting Secretary, 23rd January 


acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatches noted in the margin, 
with their enclosures, relating 
principally to transactions and 
applications fiom several quarters 
respecting the operations and 
encroachments of the Goorkha 
forces m the hilly country bor- 
dering on the possessions of our 
Sikh dependants. 
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2- It becomes necessary to establish some principle with 
a view to fis a ceitain limit both to tbe aggressions of the 
Goorkhas and to the exeicise of our interference m that 
quarter, and for that purpose the Eight Honorable the 
Governor-Geneial is of opinion that the rale communicated 
by His Excellency the Vice-President in Council for the 
guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony is the best 
that can be established, and recommends that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochteilony should be instructed to afford protection 
to all the possessions, to whomsoever they may belong, 
situated below the hills, and, on the othei hand, to refrain 
from any interference within the hills His Lordship is 
aware that several of oiu dependants, whose principal posses- 
sions are m the plains, have also lands m the hills, but does 
not consider them to possess any claim to our assistance 
beyond the natural boundary of the country which we have 
taken under our superintendence From the security which 
they enjoy under our protection for then possessions m the 
plains they will be enabled to apply all their resources m 
case of attack to the defence of those which they hold in the 
hills 


3 Lieutenant-Colonel Ochteilony's correspondence with 
Eaja Sansaicliund and Eaja Earn Sing of Nalagarh contained 
m his dispatch of 1st November 1809 is entirely approved 
According to the principle before stated, that officer will 
consider it to be his duty to affoid protection to the possessions 
of Eaja Earn Sing situated below the hills, but will not 
mterfeie with respect to any which may be attacked by the 
Goorkhas -within the hills 

4 Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s pioceedmgs on the 
overturns made by the Chief of the Goorkha foices, descnbed 
m his dispatch of 16th December, aie also appioied, and His 
Lordship entuely concurs m the instructions issued to that 
officer under date the 9th January 


Encroach 
monte of 
Gurkhas 


5 His Lordship also concurs fully m the instructions 
issued to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochierlonj on the 23rd Januan 
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and in the approbation which His Excellency the Vice-Presi- 
dent in Council has expressed of his proceedings. 


90 From Lieutenant-Oolonel D. OcBTEiaour, Commanding 
at Loodeana, to 0 Lvsuington, Esquire, Acting Secre- 
tary to Government, — No 53, dated 29ih of March 1810. 

Slcgo of Mut- I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Singlf ' Ban ‘ |lt dispatch under date the 6th instant, a copy of which I 
immediately forwarded to the Resident at Dehlie, Bliye Lall 
Smg being at present at that city. 

2 I have also the honor to transmit a Hint recta 1 this 
day leeeived fiom the Nab ah Mnzuffer Khan to the address of 
the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General, which was brought 
by my hurlarahs who conveyed His Lordship's letter to that 
ISTabab. 

8 These hiilarahs left Mooltan on or about the 
18th instant and describe the Nabab as seemingly unappre- 
hensive of the loss of his Fort from tho attack of the Raja of 
Lahoie, whose army, it is stated, suffeis seveiely from the 
scarcity of piovisions. 

4. A letter this day received conveys intelligence of 
which the following is a translation — 

Kamanund, a banker of Umntser, received a letter by a 
eosstd who came very expeditiously (no date mentioned), which 
states that the besieged had run a mine to the battery com- 
manded by Uttar Smg, Dharee, which had been sprung and 
killed 12 men besides Uttar Smg, As the battery was very 
near to the Fort, they were not able to carry off the dead, who 
had been sent m by the besieged, the body of Uttar Sing 
covered with a pair of shawls 

It is added that so soon as this event happened Run jeet 
would not listen to any further negotiations, and the transit 
of Vakeels was discontinued oi piohibited 

* Not traceable m tho Punjab Records 
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91 . From Incut cnant-Cohncl D. Ociiterioxt, Agent, Gover- 
nor-General, Loodeana, to 0 Lvsjiiegtox, Esquuc, Sec- 
retary to Government, — No 56, dated the 5th of April 
1S10 

Thren toned 
nttnek on 
Piujoro by 
the Gurkhns 


Groping in the dark ns I am compelled to do, not only 
by our limited knowledge of the geography of this couutiy, 
but by being liable to deception whenever interest may be 
supposed to require falsehood, I trust I shall bo excused foi 
gi\ ing the description and site of the different places mention- 
ed in nearly the same woids as I recen ed them 

In giving my sentiments to Ummer Sing Thappa, I have 
cautiously stated them only as my own opinions on which 
I haio not recen ed any definite instructions from my supe 
nor6, so that, w hntever may bo the decision of the Iloir’ble tho 
Vice-President in Council, I trust the door is left open foi 
further amicable expostulation or positive piohibition as shall 
bo thought most consistent with justice, policy or conveni- 
ence. 


I iuve the honor to transmit, for the information of the 
Ilon’blc tho Vice-President in Council, a copy and translation 
of correspondence which has occurred with Ummer Sing 
Thappa, tho Commander of tho Gorkha force, in consequence 

of your letter of instructions of the and the intelligence of 

apprehensions being entertained at the Puttcealah Durbar that 
ho meditated an attack on tho forts and district of Puujoie 


Enclosure to 91. 

No 1, from Colonel Ochterlont to Uzier Sixan Tujrpj 

The Surdars bordering on tho hills having come undei 
tho protection of the British Government, I was induced fiom 
the vicinity of the possessions of the Maharajah Beekramajeed 
Beekium Sail to make a lepiesentation on the subject to 
Calcutta and request instructions I have now received 
orders to the following effect that, as friendship is established 
between the British Government and the Maharajah, it is not 
piobable that any molestation will occur to any person or 
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pei sons nudci our protection, but should such an event happen 
it would bo neccssaiy foi me to addiess the seivants of the 
Mahaiajali on the subject, when they would abstain fiom 
such proceedings Although nothing of this land has yet 
occurred, it appeals to mo a propel caution to communicate 
this infoimafion 


No 2, in icply from Umer Sir on Tiufpj 

Youn lettei has been leceived and afforded satisfaction 
In leply to what you have obseived lespecting the Chiefs 
boi dering on the lulls being undei the pioteotion of the 
Butish Government, I bog to obseive that P mi] ore, Namen 
Guih and Lahurpoor aio under oi belong to the Surmona or 
Nahun distinct, and under Hindoui aio Buddea and Pnllasea, 
and these places have always belonged to whoever possessed 
Surmoie and Hindoui, and it is not piopei that you should 
attend to the wntten oi verbal representations of such 
complainants, because tlieie has been foi fifty yeais past a 
friendship between the Butish Government and the Maharajah 
Gorkha Bahadooi, which is always increasing, and their 
boundanes have e\oi been contiguous 


No 3, in ieply from Colonel Ochterloni 

I have lecened yours informing (recapitulation) On 
weighing the subject of yom lettei I feel myself somewhat 
surprised It is evident that, owing to the prevalent anarchy 
and confusion and the dissolution of all former arrangements, 
the revenues of the places you have mentioned have neither 
been uniformly collected nor remained under one ruler, yet, 
notwithstanding youi penetiation and sagacity, you consider 
these districts as appendages of Sunnore and Hmdour Be 
pleased to reflect that m formei times the Subah of Lahore 
was dependant on Shah Jehanabad, but for 50 years the 
revenues of that Subah have fallen into the hands of other 
rulers, and the wise oi just would not now consider that theie 
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was an}’ bond oC obedience lemaining Although I do not yet 
know whether Punjorc is absolutely v lllnn or nndci the hills, 
but I clearly understand tint it Ins been for S jears past 
in the possession oC Rajah Sahib Singh, and, as there is a 
friendship between joit and tho Rajah, I am confident that on 
that nccotint jou mil abstain from all molestation 

If jon argue that in former times the Talook of Punjorc 
was subiect to Rajch Kurrum P urlcas, X might reply that tho 
Talook prior to that was in the possession of Raich Ghureeb 
Dasp, the father of Gopaul Singh of Munny Mnpn, and tho 
possessions of the Rajah of Pultccalah arc uuder the guardian- 
ship of tho British Go\ eminent, it is thus doubly entitled to 
their protection 

Lahurpoor and Narncn Gurli ha\e been for the last three 
jeais under Jodli Sing, Kulsca, and Futlcli Sing Allowaleh, 
whilst Btiddea and Pullasia me the ancient possessions of 
Rajah Ram Sing To connect therefore these places rntli 
Surmore and Ilindour is far fiom msdom The countries on 
this side of the Sutlcdge to the foot of tho hills baaing come 
under the protection of the British Goaernment, if therefoic 
your troops should interfere avithin theso limits it mil not be 
npproacd by the Supreme Goaernment, nud, although I bnao 
receiaed no insli notions regarding these particular places, yet 
in mj judgment it may giac rise to disputes, and it will bo 
according to friendship that, keeping m view tho concord 
between tho two States, you should do nothing to interrupt 
then mutual fucndship 


Nolo by Licuientant-Colonel D. OcuTEniozr 

SuRjtonE is a distinct government and extonds about 
.100 coss, the avholo of avhich has been lately seized by the 
Gorkhas, and of which Nahan is tho capital and residence of 
tho Rajah Moornco is a hill fort m this district, the 
surrender of which is mentioned m Umor Sing's former letter 
tinnsnnttcd in despatch No 4-3 It is bounded by the small 
distuct of Kolalia belonging to Jaffir All Khan on the south- 
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west, on tho cast by llio territoiy of Serinngar , on the south 
it extends to the foot of the lulls near Booieah, and on the 
noith by the town of Joolal, formerly possessed by liana 
Thnkoor, but now in possession of the Gorkhas 

Lahurpoor, rnentioned in No 2, is under the hills south 
and nest, and was foimeily possessed by Ilndait Khan, 
Choudry of Itupoie, but about 30 years ago it was annexed to 
Ins own territory by the father of the present Rajah, Kurrum 
Pullens, and again four years ago was wicsted from tho llajah 
by Jodk Sing, Ktilsca, in whose possession it now is 

Narnen Guth is distant from Nalihn 12 coss, fiom the 
lulls about 8, and eastward of TJmballa about 25 coss , built by 
tho Nnwnb Sadilc 13eig Khan’s Dewan, situated in what was 
foimeily distinguished as the Pergunna of Suddoura This 
fort was also taken about 30 years ago by the father of the 
llajah, Kuirum Purkns, and foil about three ycais ago into the 
bands of Runjcot Sing, who bestow od it on Fattch Sing, 
Allowaleh 

The Taloolca of Punjoic is about 30 coss noitli-west of 
Nalian and was formerly possessed by the ancestois of the 
Munny Majra man, fiom whom it was taken by tho Surmorca 
Rajah, Kerut Purkas, and about S years since Louis Bourqum 
seized it and mado it over for a pecuniary consideration to 
Sahib Sing of Putleealab, in whose possession it is to this day 
Punjore is said to be about 7 coss from Munny Majra, but 
I have not been able to ascertain its precise situation, as they 
describe it as resembling a valley, yet deny it being amongst 
hills, so that I can only suppose they do not consider the 
lowest range as entitled to the name of hills. It is for the 
wisdom of the Honorable tho Vice-President in Council to 
determine whether Punjore, wherevor situated, which has 
been m the possession of the Putteealah Rajah, shall now bo 
wrested from him by the Goikhas becauso it was once under 
the Surmorea or Nahan Rajah 

Buddea was m the above Talook of Punjore and is still 
held by Rajah Ram Sing, Hmdooreah, but is claimed by the 
Goiklia Commander, becauso he has already taken from him 
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and only a few feet of tiie upper part of the walls aro yet 
damaged, and if the Nawab has the resolution to persevere, or 
is not compelled by a deficiency of ammunition to surrender, 
I think it probable from the present accounts the Rajah will 
be induced to raise the siege. 

4t Your letter of the 20th of March, 1 covering the 
instructions of the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
respecting the limits to which our protection should be ex- 
tended, combined with the claims of the Gorkha Commander, 
which I had the honor to transmit in my last dispatch 
No. 5 6, 2 appear to me to render it necessary to ascertain the 
exact position of the Fort and Talool of Punjore, for which 
purpose I arrived at this place this morning and shall reach 
Punjore on the 20th 

6. In adopting this measure I hope I shall be honored 
with the approbation of His Lordship and of the Honorable 
the Vice-President m Council, as there did not appear anything 
particularly to demand my presence at Loodeana, and it seemed 
of the utmost consequence to remove any doubt excited by 
the vague and unsatisfactory descriptions received from the 
natives of its real site and consequent claim to our protec- 
tion 

6 Captain Birch, to whose skill and abilities I have 
been already much indebted, kindly offered to accompany me, 
and through his assistance I shall be enabled to transmit such 
a sketch as will, I trust, prove satisfactory to the HonTde the 
Vice-President in Council 

7 The Umntser intelligence of the 14th received this 
day states That letters received from Peshawar mention 
that Mahmood Shah had occasioned great dissatisfaction by 
levying a tax on ploughs belonging to Hindoos of the tribe 
of Populzyes, which latter considered themselves injured 
and insulted by being put on a level with idolaters 

8. That the army and popularity of Shuja-ul-Moolk were 
daily augmenting, and it was supposed he would soon be 

1 89 supra 
* 91 supra 
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in sufficient forco to qmt Peshawar nnil proceed towards 
Cabul Ehahiah Khan, howc\er, hnd left him on account of 
some dissatisfaction not mentioned, and had nrmed at Lahore 
on the 11th instant. 


93 . From Licntcnani-Colonel D OcuTmiosr , Agent, Governor - 
General, Loodcana, to C LvsmsaTO\ , Esquire, Secretary 
to Government, — No 58, dated Goruclnath, Valley of 
Eunjorc, 23rd of April 1810 

I n wf the honor to acquaint you that my intelligence from 
Mooltnn up to the Stli current slates the garrison to he still 
in good spirits, and that in the course of the last week they 
lia\e so successfully annoyed the besiegers in various sallies 
and by countermines that Runjeet has thrown up some worts, 
which from the description appear to he entrenchments 

2 Runjeet is represented as mortified and chagrined 
beyond measure at the length of the 6iego and the perseienng 
braver}” of the besieged, who lme killed four or fi\e of hit. 
Chiefs by throwing powder pots and other combustibles into 
a post which appears to have been an outwork of the Foil 
which they had gained 

3. Tins post Runjeet has regained with coinulenhle 
loss, hut it appears to ha\c been so much injured durinir the 
short time it was in the possession of the .Ifooltaiiie*. that it 
ib rendered of lesB consequence by their haling fnxbd a coun- 
terwork which commands it 

4 Mokkum Chund is said to he ven dangeromh ill, 
and it is the genoral opinion that Runjeet will accept of terms 
Indeed it is reported at Lahore that he Ins nlreidi accepted 0 f 
two lacs and-a-hnlf and twentj stable hone mid a promn.e 
of the attendance of 5 00 horse in sen Ice The htter was 
dated the 19th from Lahore. 

6 Shah Shujn writes to Runjeet (hat lie confident!' 
expects a speedy rcatttunmcnl of his crown and countrj 


^icgo of ar.a 
t<n 



M< for 
n)i|>r liciiiUm 
l’luiln Mm.li, 
thi tu<ticM<'r 
lit til** ftttrtlA 

mi Iil*’»ti'nMit 
M l.!to 


20}- lumu liV.i AarxnY in coim, inm-u [Cmr. 

91, From A. Srtr >' , Fiynirr, /> t Vnf n f J)'l h t to [,F ifr-- 
tint (1f>!t>nrl I> ft tiTrrtosr, A^mt, Cl t rrn^r-f,Vn'fvl ( — 
iU hit thr ~'~>t! oj A} rtl Win 

T w\s iltiU holier, <1 l»v tin* of j.vir dupa'ch of the 

20th I'Vbnun,,* on th** Mthpcl of fh* uf'aitir* i whiih it might 
ho mo'.t ndusahh* to adopt for i ff •< Uug tin* ii*rur* of tlm 
p-Tsnn of Hindu Sing, t'hnhv, tin' lamd of tin gang of rohh'rn 
nml tnnnh'rort who commit I-hI tin* outrng" upm Li* tponant 
\\ hit*' in Pn'omhr last while tint odn *r was omjdojtd In 
the iMru'j of the count rj of It ijnh Sdnb Sin'*- 

2 I onhrvlj ngr,-** vltlijour opinion, ha‘h ns to the* 
piuhnhlo re, nil of on apple etna to Uauj'>‘ Sing, if in - ’]', 
for the httrri'iid >r of n >ti of this d>» riptio i who lnl to! m 
nfuq'i' in hi*» domun >«•*, and mi to th hvl eff*', ts to tin* 
import nice of our fi itmnol than, t- r, with win h .on tins ic- 
ces-.ftd nppln niton would h* ti‘t**nd*d I hoc* also h m 
niMirmhU of jour opinion lint th • expulsion, mid, if jM«nbl,* f 
the punishment or surrenderor Hltrda Smt>- should In efT»’t. t 
h\ moms of the exertions of Kajih Soled) Sing nnd the o‘lnr 
Sthh Chiefs whose dominions are mar th*' scmie of tin on* ng**, 
nnd who ore decl ired to he under the protection of the British 
Gocernmonl In pursuance of this plan the neeessan ap- 
plication was made to those Sikh Chiefs, nnd troops were 
accordingly detached hj them in ronsequenev against Dum- 
dumnjee, the usual place of residence of Bhola Sing \ou are 
already acquainted with the unsatisfactorj result of those 
measures, it: , that Bhola was suffered (and seominglj with 
the connnaucc of Mullik Shorn nnd Buhallee Sing, tiro oE 
Itajah Sahch Sing’s officers) to effect lus escape, instead of 
being sewed nnd punished in the manner which his atrocious 
crimes desen ed 

3. If tho report of the dny can he credited, this murderer 
is now returned to Umritser Tho object of the present letter 
is to lequest to be informed whether jou lincc reason to think 
tho report well-founded, and whether jou arc of opinion that 
under existing circumstances thero is auj probability that an 

i 81 ttijtra 



II ] LUDHIANA AGE NO Y RECORDS, 1810-11 


205 


application to Runject Sing for bis deliveiy would be attended 
with effect This request is made with reference to the 
instructions contained in tbc dispatches of tho 9th and 16th 
Jauuary from the Acting Political Secretary to the Govern- 
ment to 3 r our address and to my own, m the latter of 
which I am directed, “ m the event of my ascertaining that 
Bhola Sing had taken lcfugo in the camp of Runjcet Sing, to 
address a representation to that Chief inquiring his delivery 
to the authority of tho British Government ” 


95 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D OciiTEnLOXr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodeana, to A Setoe, Esquire, Resident at 
Dchh, — dated the 30th of April 1810 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th instant, and, for the reasons stated m my 
letter of the 20th of February, strengthened by the recent 
expeuence wo lin\o had of tho inspect paid to the Akalce 
character, I think that any demand to Rajah Runjeet Sing 
v ould be fruitless and impolitic and should not on any account 
he made unless to he most peremptorily insisted on 


96 . From Lieutenant- Colonel D OcnTEELOET, Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodeana, to 0 Lvsuixgtoi*, Esquire, Secre- 
tary to Government, — No 59, dated the 3rd of May 
1810 

In my dispatch No 5G 1 I had the honor to report the 
claims of Ummor Smg Thappa to the districts of Punjor, 
Buddeah and Pullasseali, and to express the mortification I 
experienced at my inability to give with any acciuacy a des- 
cription of the exact position of these places from the infor- 
mation obtained from the natives, and in my dispatch No 68 2 
I had the honor to acquaint you, foi the information of the 
Hon’ble the Viee-Piesident in Council, of my determination 
to remove eveiy doubt by a peisonal investigation and of my 
being at Suilnnd on my journey for that purpose. 

1 91 supra 
9 93 supra, 
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2 I have now the honor to transmit a sketch 1 of my 
route thiougk what is called the valley of Punjor from Munny 
Majra to Roper, which I trust will prove to the satisfaction 
of the Hon'ble the Vice-President in Council that the claims 
of the Gorklia Commander are madmissable and ought to 
be resisted In giving thus freely 60 decided an opinion on 
a point of such importance I must beg leave to offer such 
reasons and observations as have had an influence on my 
mind and may serve in some degree to explain the sketch, 
which accompanies this address 

8 From about two cots or possibly thiee miles to the 
south-east of Munny Majra a small range of hills runs from 
that point to the town of Roper on the banks of the Sutledge, 
sloping off towards the extremities into mere rising grounds 
or heights, and increasing towards the centre to an elevation 
of about, but not exceeding, two hundred feet This lower 
range is called by the natives Teela or Ttlba, indifferently, 
whilst the inner oi first range of mountains they call Purbut, 
which are distinguished by diffeient names taken either from 
some principal fort, town or Government Those which lay 
above our route were called Purbuts of Tuksaul and Hindour, 
and a little to the south-east of Munny Majra they are 
termed the Surmoreah, implying the mountains belonging to 
the Rajah of Nahan. 

4 It will be seen from the sketch how much the valley 
widens towards the Sutledge from Nungul to Roper, and that, 
m conceding to the Gorkha Commander the places he pretends 
to claim, we should m fact admit him into the low country 
and virtually give him the whole tract between those two 
points, with the means of plundering the cattle and carrying 
off for sale the inhabitants of all the distnots m their vicinity. 

5 It is true that all the country from Loodeana to 
Nungul belongs to dependants, and some of it to the most 
stienuous adherents, of Runjeet , but I submit to the HoiPble 
the Vice-President in Council whether that consideration 


1 Not traceable in the Punjab Records 
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should influence us to withhold the name of our protection 
when the assumption is so far from bemg forced that it is 
consideied by long and established usage as the determined 
boundary, and when that protection will shield numbers of 
the human race from slavery and from barbarities which have 
for many centuries been unpractised and unknown in common 
warfare Independent, however, of all considerations of mere 
feeling, to concede the places demanded by Ummer Sing 
Thappa on the plea he claims would, I am afraid, make a most 
unfavorable impression of the British character, as admitting 
of encroachments within those limits which time and usage 
have fixed as the boundary of the Surhind Foujdary 

6 I was particular m my enquiries, and they were 
directed to those least interested m the question and who I 
endeavoured to keep ignorant even of my motive ; but the 
answer was uniformly the same, that the tract we travelled, 
viz from the Gugger at one extremity of the valley of Punjor 
to the Stitluj as far as Nangul, was universally understood to 
he what they termed the King's country or B ad Hi ah y Mooli. 
To place this in a stronger light I sought information respect- 
ing any valley which might lie towards the Jumna, and 
Kaardeh was described to me as exhibited in the sketch No 2 1 ; 
but it appears to be situate, not between the small hills and 
mountains as the valley of Punjor, but to be formed by the 
first and second range of mountains, and when I asked if tbisr 
also was considered as the King’s country, two or three of the 
people present immediately answered that it did not come 
under that description, but was m the Surmoreah or territoiy 
of the Kajah of Nahan, and had been seized within the last 
six months by the Gorkhas 

7. Though I would not venture to affirm strongly any- 
thing on such deceptive grounds as native information, yet 
from the description I have received I am led to imagine 
that the small heights which form the valley of Punjor, with 
the first range of mountains, terminate at the Gugger river, 
and that the high range is thrown forward to the west as it 
1 Not traceable m the Punjab E'ojrfz, 
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appioaehes the Jumna, so as to be nearly on a line with the 
heights on which Chundee is situated. 

8 In making this journey I was influenced solely by 
the desire to ascertain as eaily as possible the site of the 
different places mentioned in the lettei of Ummer Sing, which 
appeared the more necessary on receipt of the instructions 
from the Right Hon’ble the Governoi -General , hut I had no 
idea of seeing anything beyond that deserving of attention 

9 It proved, however, very much the reverse, and were 
it proper I could dwell with pleasure on the general beauty 
of the whole scenery from Munny Majra to Roper, hut I shall 
confine myself to such observations as are more suited to those 
I address and the situation I fill 

10 The single district of Punjor, which yields about 
ten thousand rupees to the Rajah of Putteealah, is the only one 
that is not in a very high state of cultivation, and if the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General should think proper to de- 
clare it under British protection will soon be cultivated to its 
utmost possible extent, numbers having sought refuge m this 
valley from the barbarity of the Gorkhas The numerous 
streams will of course render it impassable during the rams, 
but in the dry months a road even for guns might easily 
be made by two hours’ labor of an advanced company of 
Pioneers, and the hackemes which accompanied me met with 
no very great delay. 

11. At Punjor itself I was astonished to find a mosque* 

* Tins mosque has been und the most beautiful gardens I have 

converted into a military ever seeIL m I n <Jia formed on a height 
post, which in derision is ° 

now called Must Gurh. m the middle of the valley with a broad 

D 0 and deep canal running through three 
successive lnolosures and falling by cascades of about six feet 
from one to the other Of the springs that furnish this canal 
few now remain, but we saw the remains of a great number 
(said to be three handled) whioh a very little labor would 
restore, and which I conceive with the exertion of skill and 
ingenuity and the expenditure of no very great sum of money 
might be conveyed so as to irrigate the whole and country 
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from Hansi to Firozpoor , whilst the Snrsah, a small and Description of 
rapid stream whioh runs through part of the valley and eaily • Pm J ore 
joins the Sntledge about Amunkote, might easily be turned 
westward^ to the great benefit of the husbandman, from the 
southward of Roper and Lodiana by Jugroun to the same 
point So far, however, from availing themselves of these 
treasures, they do not appear to know how to use the 
blessings Providence has given them, as the streams which 
might so easily be converted to agricultural purposes aie 
left to then natural course, and being soon lost in the 
Gugger or Soorsooty, partially bestow those advantages 
which skill and industry might have diffused through the 
whole country fiom Umballa, south and west, through the 
whole Sikh territoiy- 

12 Such seem to me the advantages whioh the Sikh 
Chiefs might easily possess, and which to them would be 
incalculable, as I am of opinion that I have nowheie seen in 
India a more skilful, haidy or labonous lace of husbandmen^ 

13. At Surhind, if a silk manufacture ever existed, it AdranUges of 
exists no moie, nor is the memory of it preserved by tradition, Sirl ' md 
but the nuns shew that it was a eity of very great extent and 
opulence, and in the gardens, which are said to have been built 
by the Durveish Hafiz, are buildings which at a small expense 
might afford temporary sholter to a legiment of Europeans, 
hospitals, &c , and perhaps in no place could the two detach- 
ments of Kurnaul and Loodeana be united with more efficiency 
for internal controul or even for defensive purposes, from its 
being so centrical to all the principal ghauts of the Sntledge 
I would, however, here wish to be understood that I would 
never give up Loodeana as a boundary mark, though it is as a 
fort or a post certainly not to be considered as defensible 
against any but our present neighbours 

14? I have now only to express the gratification I should ij^- 
receive m being authorized to offer on the part of the Right ~ 

Hoifble the Governor-General any pecuniary remuneration 
he may think proper to Captain Eircn for the trouble he has 
taken, not only on this occasion hut fur seme time past, m tur ^ ^ 
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15 When I solicited tbo establisbment of a Brigade 
Qunrlermastei to tins detachment, I stated cxpiessly to tbe 
tlien Adjutant-General, Lieutenant-Colonel Worsley, that it 
was required more as a personal staff than for detachment 
duties, as I had frequent occasion to send out to meet Sikh 
Suidais and could not intrude on the important avocations of 
the Bugade-Major on such occasions, nor could my lank 
admit of my asking foi an Aide-de-camp 

10 I could not therefore see without legret that to 
Lieutenant Brookes 1 appointment of Quartermaster of the 
23rd Regiment was attached the dissolution of the Quarter- 
master of Bugade, although the objects for which I solicited 
its establishment have rather raoi eased than lessened by our 
stay heie and the gieatoi confidence and better acquaintance 
of the different Surdars 

17 In all visits of ceiemony they are particularly 
desirous of the attendance of an officei, and to be met by an 
Assistant not in the sei vice would lessen every other attention, 
however marked or flattering In numerous other instances, 
and particularly m my weak state of health, an officer v ho 
without the name would act as an Aide-de-camp would be 
very serviceable, and I should feel much pleasure if the office 
could be lestored, oi if Captain Birch, undei any denomination 
the Hon'ble the Vice-President m Council might think 
proper, could be allowed to peiform those duties wkioh, 
foimerly belonged to Lieutenant Brooke 

P S . — It may be proper to mention that during our maicli 
tkiougli the valley of Pun j or we encamped daily within 
a very few miles of some one oi other of the hill foits 
garrisoned by the Gorkhas, but did not see a single man 
belonging to their army, noi weie wo m any shape the 
least molested. 
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97 From A Setox, Esquire, Resident at Dehh, to 0. 
IiVsniEGTOX, Esquire, Acting Secretary to the Government 
tn the Fohttcal Department, Fort William, — dated the 
7th o} May 1810 . 

I ‘was duly honored by the receipt of your dispatch of 
the iGth January, communicating to me the orders of the 
Honorable the Vice-President m Council on the subject of 
the outrage committed on Lieutenant White and Ins party m 
December last while piosecuting Ins survey oE the Sikh 
country, as refened to m my letter of the 2Sth of that 
month to your address 

2. As the report of Phola Sing, the head of the gang 
of banditti by whom that outrage was committed, having 
Eound refuge m Ruujeet Sing’s camp, proved to he unfounded, 
I, of couise, foibore making an application on the subject to 
that Chief 

8 But, as I shortly after received certain intelligence 
that Phola Sing had leturned to Dumdumah, his usual placo 
if lesidence, which belongs to Rajah Sahib Sing of Puttecalah, 
and is about SO miles to the south-westward of that town, 
[ thought it incumbent on me to make an immediate and 
argent application to the foui principal Sikh Chiefs who aie 
under the protection of the British Government, viz , the 
Rajah of Putteealah, Rajah Jeswunt Sing, Chief of Nahah, 
Rajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Laul Sing, requiring them to 
avert themselves jointly to the very utmost m endeavouring 
to efEect the seizure of that atrocious murderer, m order that 
he might Buffer the punishment due to his crimes This they 
ill promised to do, and troops were accordingly embodied and 
detached to Dumdumah for that purpose 

4. I confess, however, that, notwithstanding the seem- 
ing alaonty with which those Chiefs enteied into my views, 
there were certain circumstances connected with the predica- 
ment of Phola Sing which prevented me from entertaining 
sanguine hopes of success He himself is an Ukaulee, or Sikh 
priest, and it is well known that people of that description, 
whatever their moral character may be, aie held in veneration. 
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mid Hint iliar persons nro considered ns sacred and inviolable 
The town o£ Dumdumnh, moreover, whither lie had retreated, 
is lognrded by the Sikhfi as hoi} m consequence of its having 
been the rcsideneo o£ Gobind Sing, Gooroo, a priest whose 
memoi} the} liold in great sane) it} But, notwithstanding 
these discouraging circumstances, 1 considered it as my duty 
to endeavour to rouse the Chiefs into exertion b} representing 
to them the cnornnt} o£ tho crime o£ Pliola Smg, and how 
much it was tho interest of even regular government, or ruler 
of a countr}, to bring so ntrocions a malefactor to condign 
punishment I also entertained a hope that the dnect and 
immediate interest winch the Rajah of Putteealab had in reduc- 
ing to obedience the refractory town and fort of Dumdumah, 
which had long been m a stalo of rebellion, would lia\c 
operated as a soit of salutar} counteraction to the reluctance 
wlucb, as a Sikh, bo might feel to order a priest to be attacked 
and a temple to be besieged Tho ev ent was such as was to be 
expected The place was taken, but the murderer, being a 
pnest, was 6iiffeied to escape As I bad every reason to 
believe, from the accounts transmitted to mo lelative to the 
occunence, that Phola Sing’s escape was the consequence of a 
bribe giv cn by him to the Commanding Officer of the troops, 
I thought it necessary to state to Rajah Sahib Sing the 
suspicion which I entertained and the grounds thereof. It 
was, of course, denied, and, as it could not be pioved, the only 
satisfaction which I obtained was the temporary disgrace of 
the Commanding Officer 


5 On quitting Dumdumah, Phola Smg fled to Um- 
ritser, where he still continues, and wffiere, from the sanctity 
of the place and fiom lie himself being an TJkaulee, there is 
little piospeot of Runject Sing’s being induced to consent to 
the seizure of bis person His conduct, m the caso of a 
desei ter from the British troops composing the escort of Mr 
Motcalfe, during the mission, of that gentleman m the year 
1808, furnishes us with the means of forming a judgment 
as to the line of conduct wlucb be would pursue upon the 
piesent occasion 
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6 If an application were made to Runjeet Sing for the 
BiiiTender of Phola Sing, and if it proved ineffectual, that is, 
if, while the former letuined a civil answer, the latter were 
openly peimitted to reside unmolested at Umntser, it strikes 
me that it would give rise to one of two consequences Either 
the dignity of the British Government would be committed 
by having made a fruitless application for the surrender of an 
atrocious malefactor, or that dignity must he asserted by 
means to which, under existing circumstances, it might not 
be altogether convenient to resort Induced by these con- 
siderations, I shall postpone making any application to Runjeet 
Sing until I be honored with the instructions of Government 
m reply to this dispatch By not appearing to be acquainted 
with the actual place of residence of Phola Sing, and by 
seeming to disbelieve the current reports on the subject, our 
not making to Runjeet Sing an application similar to that 
which was made to Sahib Sing of Putteealah may be account- 
ed for without injury to the dignity or spirit of Government 
Postponement does not necessarily imply relinquishment 

7 Meantime, if all that was wished has not been 
accomplished, much of what was desirable has been effected 
Phola Sing, though an Ukaulee, has been expelled from Dum- 
dumah notwithstanding the sanctity of that place, and, as it 
must be notorious that that murderer’s having been reduced to 
the degrading situation of a fugitive is solely and entirely in 
consequence of the outrage committed by him upon Lieuten- 
ant White and his party, it may be piesumed that the 
example will serve as a warning to others, and shew that such 
conduct will not he passed over with impunity by the British 
Government That which further remains to be done can 
be accomplished at a future period when the conjuncture may 
be more favorable Phola Sing is certainly deserving of the 
severest of punishments Not content with being both the 
instigator and the leader of the murderous attack made 
upon the British mission when encamped at Unxritser, in the 
month of February m 1809, Ins late attempt to cut off 
Lieutenant White’s party seems to evince that his sanguinary 
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malignity is as rooted and inveterate as it is ferocious It 
is to be hoped that the time is not far distant when 
cncumstances will no longer admit of so atrocious and blood- 
tlnisty a criminal eluding the puisuit of justice 

8 In further explanation of the subject, I have the 
honor to transmit heiewith a copy of the correspondence 
which has taken place between Lieutenant-Colonel Ochteilony 
and me respecting the probable result of our demanding the 
sunendei of Phola Sing 

List of the cort espondence refers ed to m the concluding 
paragraph of this dispatch 

No 1 — Extract from a letter of the 20 th February from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony to the Resident at Dehli 

No 2 — Letter from the Resident in reply under date the 
26th Apul 

No. 3 — Answer of Lieutenant-Colonel Oohterlony, under 
date the 30th April. 

98 From Lieutenant- Colonel D OcnxsnLONr, Agent , Governor- 
General, Loodeana, to 0 Lvshinqton, Esquire, Secretary 
to Government m the Political Department, — No 61, 
dated the 8th of May 1810 

Eon some days past my public and my private news- 
writers have concurred m representing that Runjeet Sing had 
6ent most particular orders for the expulsion of Phola Sing, 
the Ukaulee These reports have been confirmed by other 
letters, and that the delay which has occurred in their 
execution has been owing to the reluctance of his people 
at TJmntser to carry them into effect 

2 The enclosed extract 1 mentions that he has insisted 
on their immediate obedience, and has even threatened to order 
a Mussulman to enforce his orders, and that the IJkauIees 
themselves and other priests of the temple have insisted on 
Phola Sing’s quitting the place 

1 Not traceable in the Punjab record* 
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S As Runjeet lias m no ■wise been requested to act m 
tbis manner, and lias no fuither information officially of the 
subject than wbat be bas derived from my letter to tbe 
Dewan's son informing bim that tbe Chiefs of Putteealah, &c , 
were sending a force to seize a public lobber and recommend- 
ing lnm to keep bis force at Kot Kapoora and m that quartei 
witbin tbeir respective than as, that tbe Chiefs of this side 
might not make a pretest of any obstruction, I consider it 
a duty to lepiesent this mark of attention to the wishes of tbe 
Bntish Government 


99 From A Seton, Fsqmre, Resident at Debit , to 0 Lvsiijnq- 
ton, Fsqmre, Acting Secretary to the Government tn the 
Political Department, Fort William, — dated the lltli of 
May 1310 

On tbe 7 tb instant I bad the honor to acquaint you that 
Pbola Smg, tbe Ukaulee or Sikh priest who was tbe ringleader 
of tbe gang of banditti who attacked Lieutenant White's 
party, bad fled from Dumdumab to Umutser I at the same 
time submitted my reasons for not bavmg made an application 
to Runjeet Sing foi bis sui render. 

2, In continuation of tbe subject, I now have tbe honor 
to acquaint you, foi tbe information of Government, that 
Runjeet Smg, on bearing that Pbola Smg had taken refuge 
m tbe temple at Umutser, and being apprehensive that bis 
being allowed to remain tbeie would give offence to tbe 
Butisb Government, desired Futteh Smg of Allooa to remove 
lnm from thence, but at tbe same time to give bim 100 rupees 
for bis suppoit. On receiving a message to this effect from 
Futteh Sing, Pbola Smg sent a harsh and indignant reply, 
declaring that Umutser bad been tbe place of residence of 
Gooroo Baba Nanak , that be, Pbola Smg, was one of that 
Gooioo's pnests and would not leave tbe place, adding that, in 
the event of an attempt bemg made to expel him by force, be 
and forty or fifty Ukaulees who were devoted to him would 
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resist to the lust, being determined rather to perish than to 
yield It non remains to bo seen whether Runlet Sing nfll 
support bis first order against this desperate murderci 


100 , From N B. Edvomtom, Esquire, Chief Secretary fo 
Ooicrnmcnt, Political Department, to Lieutenant- Colonel 
D OcJiTERLOhr, Agent, Goiernor-Gcncral, Lodlitana , — 
dated the 29th of Muy 1810 
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I am directed to acknowledge the leceipt of your letter 
No Gl, dated the 8th instant, 1 reporting the measures adopted 
by Rajah Runjcct Sing for the expulsion of Pkola Sing from 
Umritser 


2 The Bight Honorable the Governor-General in 
Council considers tho Rajah's adoption of these measures, 
without any application on our pnit, as a testimony of his 
disposition to cultivate tho good-will of the British Govern- 
ment His Lordship in Council deems it proper that you 
should convey to tho Rajah an expression of the sense which 
Government entertains of his just and amicable conduct on 
this occasion, intimating to him that the perpetration of such 
acts of atiooity as those which Phola Sing has committed is 
unworthy of^ the favor and protection of any civilized Govem- 
ment 


Present of a 



8 In conveying this communication to Rajah Runjeet 
Smg you will fuitker be pleased to signify to him that 
the British Government has nothing moie at heart than to 
maintain the existing system of harmony and confidence with 
that Chief by the interchange of good offices, and that in 
testimony of these sentiments and with a view to mark the 
satisfaction of the Governor-General at the personal inter* 
course of cordiality which has for some time past appeared 
to subsist between you and the Rajah, the Governor General 
is desirous of affording some outward token of his regard, and 
understanding that a present of a carnage and a pair of 
horses would be particularly gratifying to the Rajah, Hia 
Lordship has direoted an equipage of that description to be 
provided for the purpose of being presented to the Rajah. 

* 98 supra 
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101. From Lieutenant-Colonel D OciiTEnzoxr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-Gone) al, Loodcana, to 0 Luseieotoe, Esguu e, 
Secretary to Goianment, — No 63, dated the 18th of 
May 1810 

Fou the information of the Hon'blo the Vice-President 
in Council, I lmo the honor to transmit n copy find transla- 
tion of a representation from Kurrum Purkas, the late Rajah 
of Nahan, together with a copy and translation of my reply 1 

2 Kurrum Puikas, expelled from Ins country, now lives 
at a Milage in the district of Munny Maya, in a great degree, 
if not entirely, dependent on the bounty of Surdar Gopaul 
Sing 


3 The Surmoreah, of which Nahan is the capital, is a 
country of considerable extent, and was till latoly governed 
by a race of Rajpoot Princes who liaie for centuries been the 
rulers of the hills, divided into a nurnbei of petty independent 
States 


4. Rajah Kirut Singh died about A D 1775 and left 
four sons, of whom Kuirum Puikas was the third, and 
succeeded regularly to the so\ eicignty on tho death of his two 
elder brothers Juggut Purlcas and Dkurrum Puikas, who died 
without male issue On his accession to the mnsnitd about 
14 years ago, he found the actual nuthonty in the hands of 
two men who had been the principal ofliceis and adnsers of 
his brother Dluirium Puikas, and such was tho influence and 
power they had attained that for some timo they conducted 
tho whole affairs of the Government under the sanction of his 
name, but often without even a refeience to his will To 
emancipate himself from this thraldom, Kuirum Puikas 
nominated a chief manager of his own choice, assumed the 
authority himself, and put to death the former ministers of 
his brother This act of tyranny excited general appiehension 
and led to a confederacy which terminated m the expulsion 
of Kuriurn Purkas and the accession of his younger brother, 

1 Not printed 
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Hutton Purkas, Put by tbe aid o£ tbe Rajah of Putteealah 
and a party m his own country be was soon after reinstated 
and remained m quiet possession £01 some years, until about 
the year 180 3-04< tbe Gorkhas having- attacked and levied 
contributions from the Gudwal or Sermagar Rajah meditated 
a similar attack upon tbe Surmoreab country, but were for 
that time prevented by a pecuniary douceur and by certain 
stipulations which were made through the medium of Maka 
Chuud, Kullooreah This treaty, however necessary, was 
highly offensive to Sunsar Cliand, Kangra, and other Hill 
Rajahs, to whose possessions it opened an easy passage, and 
they immediately entefed into a league which again expelled 
Kurram Purkas from his country and placed Rutton Purkas a 
second time on the iniisnud The Gorkhas instantly embraced 
tbe cause of the man whose treaty with them was assigned as 
the motive of his expulsion, and he was soon reinstated in 
authority, but on terms which bound him to supply them 
with provisions and to facilitate their progress in their 
meditated mvasion of Kangra and the hill territories beyond 
the Surmoreah How far he complied to the extent of his 
ability with all these stipulations I am not informed, but 
it 6eems probable that be evaded them, as it is known that 
whilst they were prosecuting the siege of Kangra he afforded 
a ery trifling pecuniary aid and peremptorily declined sending 
any troops to their assistance when earnestly solicited to 
that effect on the late approach of Runjeet Sing to the 
siege of that fortress 

5 When TJmmer Sing was compelled by Runjeet to 
recross the Sutledge, he determined to punish this repeated 
violation of promises, and the murder of a Brahman who was 
com eying a letter from him to the Rajah confirmed his 
intention 

6 Of this latter act the Rajah declares himself inno- 
cent, and it seems more than probable that this declaration 
is founded on truth, but it is not likely that the Gorkha 
Commander would have requued any additional pretext to 
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make uc G of the power lie possessed of seizing the whole 
eoiinlrj nnd contorting it to Ins own use 

7 In the habits of encroaching’ upon the possessions 
of each other, there existed n icnlousj and enmitj amongst 
all the Hill Chiefs too powerful to expect a common union 
of interest 1 : for common defence, nnd the consequcnco has 
been that (hc\ lme fallen singlj nnd almost unopposmg 
to a bod> of ill-armed nnd undisciplined barbanans, who 
affect n w retched unit it ion of the dress, accoutrements and 
constitution of a British lntno battalion, and who might 
lmcbnui siiLcessfulh resisted m such a countn bj less than 
one-third of then liumbeis "Without a single canuon, they 
hate now taken I beliete ever} lull fort from the G tnges to 
the Sutlcdge, and propose, or perhaps pretend, when fresh 
reinforcements airnc a second attempt on Ivot Ivangra 

S I im\ perhaps be condemned for intruding this 
prolix and tedious detail on the attention of the llon’blc the 
A lce-Presulent in Council, but independent of nv\ concening 
it n particular point of dut\ to communicate wlnte\ei infor- 
mation 1 cm old mi, that wears an appearance of authenticity, 
of the Clin fs or St it in mv ucinitt, I ha\e in this instance 
mother object, which ] shill take the liberty to offer to tho 
consideration of the llon’blc the Vice-President without 
affecting to know the relations between the Butisli Go\ em- 
inent and the Gorkin Slate, but ou i presumption that they 
mw be of a natuie to warrant a proposition which Ins a 
tendency to pro\ent their collision 

9 In mj dispatch No 59 I had the honoi to tiansmit 
a descuplion taken from information of the t alley of Kaardeh 
lying between the Jumna and Sutledgo and lccently seized by 
tho Gorkhas from the Rajah of Nahan Prom the end of tho 
Kaardeh, and lunmng tho whole W’ay from the Jumna to tho 
Ganges and between the tw r o fust ranges of lulls, is tho valley 
of tho Delnah Doon, which has been seized in tho same 
manner fiom tho Gudwal or Sermagnr Rajah I am not 
aware that tho pinato character of either of these Princes 
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entitles them to any commiseration, and, as they have neither 
solicited the bounty nor requested the intercession of tho 
Butisli Government, it may appear cxtraoidinary to suggest 
a lequcst to tho Gorklia Chief to relinquish Ins conquests and 
to bestow those valleys on the Rajahs of Nahan and Sennagar 
respectively, their former possessors 

10 Yet if 6uch a request were practicable and an 
acquiescence ceitain, would not such an exertion in favor 
of long established Rajpoot Pimces have a good cfEect 
throughout Hmdoostan, whilst it places between us and a 
host of barbarians a short but piommcnt line of demarcation, 
which, if time does not prove absolutely necessary, can be 
of no immediate disadvantage 

11 The range of lulls between the Sutledgo and Jumna, 
prev ious to tho invasion of the Gorhhas, was held first by the 
Rajahs of Nakuu or Suimoreah, who are of the tribe of 
Rajpoots, and came ongmally from Jesselmere, they have 
held this Raj noar a thousand years 

12 Tho Barra Tolrec or 12 portions are — Tuxall or 
Bugbaut, Mullogh, Kothaur, Bhaghul, Keounthnl, Blmjee, 
Dhamy, Bhulsun, Koomarsain, Punjootab, Joobul, and 
Gurhjhurry, which bounded tho Surmorcab to tho north and 
west, and w ore of different extent and value, none more than 
a lac or less than 12,000 Of all these Rajpoots, Muhinder 
Sing of Tuxall or Bughaut, who married his daughter to 
XJmmer Sing Thappa, is the only one who has preseived even 
a remnant of power or property North-west of Tuxall was 
the country of the Nalagurh Rajah, Ramsurn, descended from 
a tribe of Rajpoots originally flora Cbundail, who have been 
in possession about GOO yoais until lately expelled by the 
Gorklias from the hills, and now at Plasseea m the valley 
of Punjoi Maha Chund of Billaspoor, also a Rajpoot of 
Cbundail, has possessions on both sides of the Jumna, and has 
hitherto preserved his country, but by what means I am not 
sufficiently informed to detail 
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102. Fiom N J3 Edmonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, to Lieutenant- Colonel D Ocuterlont, 
Agent, Governor- General, Lodhiana, — dated the 29th of 
May 1810 

1 a si directed to acknowledge tlie leceipt of your dispatcli 
No 59, dated tlie 3id instant, 1 reporting the result of 
your personal investigation o£ the local situation of the valley 
o£ Punjor 

2 The Right Honorable the Governor-General in 
Council applauds the industry and accuracy o£ your investiga- 
tion, the result o£ which, combined with the observations 
contained in your dispatch, demonstrate to the satisfaction 
of His Lordship m Council that the valley in question is 
comprehended within those lands which, according to the 
principle proscubed by the instructions of Government of the 
28id of January, must be protected from the encroachments 
of the Gooikhas, and you will accordingly consider those 
instructions to be applicable to the valley of Punjor 

3 The ordeis of Government on the subject of your 
application m favor of Captain Birch will be hereafter com- 
municated to you 


103 . .Front N B Edmoxstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant Colonel D 
OcnTEKLOxr, Agent, Governor General, Lodhiana , — 
dated the 5th of June 1810 

Ik my letter to you of the 29th ultimo you were 
informed that the orders of Government on the subject 
of your application in favor of Captain Buoh would be here- 
after communicated to you 

2 I am now directed to convey to you the authonty of 
the Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council for the 
employment of the services of Captain Birch m the capacity 
of Political Assistant with a salary of two hundred rupees per 
mensem to oommence from the 1st of this month, 

1 96 tupra 
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104 From. N B Edmonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government , Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D 
OciiTERLoyr, Agent, Governor- General, Lodhiana,— 
dated the 9th of June 1810 

1 am directed to acknowledge the leceipt of your dispatch 
No 63, dated the 18th ultimo, 1 enclosing copies of a repre- 
sentation from Kurrum Purkas, the late Rajah of Nahan, and 
of your reply, describing the revolutions m the puncipality of 
Surmoieah and the geograghy of the terntoues between the 
Ganges and the Sutledge to the northward, and suggesting 
to the consideration of the Governor-General in Council an 
application to the Government of Nipaul for the relinquish- 
ment of its conquests m that quarter, and the restoration of 
the valleys of Kaaideh and the Delirah Doon to the Rajahs 
of Nahan and Sennagur. 

2 The Governoi -General m Council entirely appioves 
the tenor of your reply to the application of the late Rajah 
of Nahan, and considers tho information which you have 
communicated to be mteiesting and useful 

8 The Governor- General in Council applauds that 
solicitude for the public interest which has led you to suggest 
an application to the Government of Nipaul for the relin- 
quishment of its conquests, and concurs m opinion with you 
regarding the advantages to be expected from the restoration 
of tho conquered territories to their onginal possessors At the 
same time, as the condition of the State of Nipaul lelatively 
to tho British Power is not such as to wanant an expectation 
of the Rajah's compliance with the proposed application, to 
prefer, without being prepared to enforce, such a demand 
would be equally useless and discreditable , and, although both 
policy and justice suppoit the resolution of resisting the 
progress of tho Nepaulese arms beyond the limit described 
by the instructions of Government of the 23rd of January, 
our right to exact the restitution of their actual conquests 
may be doubted, and the expediency of engaging in hostilities 

1 101 tupra 
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•with the State o£ Nipaul for the attainment of that object 
is more than questionable 


105 Doom N B Edmonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, Secret and Sepai ate Depart- 
ment, to Lieutenant Oolonel D Ocuterlone, Agent, 
Governor -General, Lodhiana, — dated 9th October 1810 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the ISth of Shaaban 1 on the subjeot of the 
proposition, which you had privately received through Ranee 
Ram Koor, for the support of the British Power to a com- 
bination of the subordinate Chiefs of the Pnnjaub against 
Rajah Runjeet Smg 

2 Under present circumstances, the only point for 
consideration is the terms in which the proposition should be 
rejected, since, whatever may be the real disposition of the 
Rajah towards the British Government, he cannot be charged 
with any acts that can be considered as a justifiable ground of 
war 

3 The answer therefore which, in the opinion of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, should 
be returned to this pioposition is to the following effect ' 
That a solemn treaty of friendship exists between the British 
Government and Rajah Runjeet Sing, that the principles of 
public faith which invariably influence the conduct of the 
Butish Government can never sanction a departure from the 
obligations of that treaty so long as the Rajah shall continue 
to adhere to them, that the British Government has no 
desire to extend its dominion oi its controul, and can never be 
induced to take up arms but to lepel hostility or aggression 
against itself or against those whom by treaty it is re- 
quired to defend, that the British Government is desirous 
of maintaining the relation of amity with Rajah Runjeet 
Ring , that it has no cause at present to charge the Rajah 
with any measures or pioceedings of a hostile or aggressive 

1 Not traceable in tlie Punjab Records 
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lintnio, and would not therefore ho justified in prosecuting 
designs inimical to thnt Chief either hy attacking lus 
possessions or hy intorfcnng in dissensions between tho Rajah 
and his subjects 

4 It may further be proper to intimate to the widow of 
Bhungail Sing that she cannot bo permitted to lake advantage 
of tho protection which she receives from tho British Go\ em- 
inent to pursue schemes directed to tho sulnersion of tho 
power of Runject Sing 

5 You will accordingly be pleased to com cy a repl) to 
tho proposition which you have received to the effect above 
described. 

6. The Governor-General in Council deems it probahlo 
that you havo acquainted the Ite&ident at Delhi with the 
nature of tho pioposition which you have received But, 
us you may possibly have conceived that jou wane not 
aullioiizcd to mnko known a communication of so very deh- 
cato and secret a nature, to any public officer, myself excepted, 
and as his Lordship in Council deems it proper that tho 
Resident at Delhi should be informed of this overture and of 
tho reply directed to be returned to it, copies of your dispatch 
and of this letter will be transmitted confidentially to Mr 
Soton 


106 Fiom Lieutenant-Colonel D OcnTzniovr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodcana, to N B Edmozstoze, Esqutrc, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No, 92, dated the 18th 
of December 1810 

Ik my hurried private letter of yestorday I had tho 
honor to inform you that a messenger from the Shahzada 
Yunas had come m to inform me that he had crossed the 
Sutledge, and that I should proceed immediately to moot him 

2 I have now the honoi to acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General m Council, 
that I found the Pnnoe waiting my arrival near a village 
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between this post and the Philour Gliaut, who on my 
approach gent one o£ his attendants a shoit distance to meet 
me 


c. I then dismounted, and, aecoidmg to the customs 
observed at Dehli, advanced with the usual ceremonies and 
presented a nuzter of five gold viohurs, whioh was all I could 
colleot m my hurry from the ton n bankers. 

A. When my name Was announced, he in Persian bade 
me welcome, and I desired my Moonshy to express my satis- 
faction at his safe aruval, and, as he must be much fatigued 
after so long a maich, lequested he would not remain longei 
in such a place, hut immediately mount an elephant in 
readiness, and I would have the honoi to escoit bun to tents 
which had been pitohed foi his reception 

5 He complied without hesitation, and with some 
compliments on my attention would have houoied me with the 
seat in the Kltawas, w Inch I declined on the pretext that 
being in a Eiuopean diess mj clothes weie not sufficiently 
loose to avail myself of his condescension 

6 On the load to Loodeaua I deshed his puncipal 
attendant, a son of Ubdoolla Khan, a foimei Hakim of 
Cashmere, to 6ay to him that the place did not admit of all the 
attention due to lus lank, and that a soldier situated as I 
was could not commaud luxmies, but what I had he might 
command, and wore sincerely and heartily at his disposal 

7 He directed the attendant to say that he was no 
strangei to the British charactei for hospitality , that he now 
considered himself at home, and, being a soldiei himself, he 
neither requned nor expected any particular superfluities. 

8 He has with him only nine attendants veiy badly 
-mounted, and then general appeaiance indicates distiess and 
poverty as well as fatigue. 
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9 They inform me that they avoided Lahore and 
tiaveUed m thirteen days from Rawelpindy 

10 I desired my Moonshy to wait upon the Prince this 
morning and apologize for the liberty I took m observing 
that the manner in which it was necessary for him to 
travel must have subjected him to great inconvenience in 
point of clothes, &c , and that I should have much pleasure 
m furnishing his wardrobe with such articles as the merchants 
here could afford, until he could be better and more amply 
supplied by the Resident at Dehli 

11 He has just sent me word that ho shall avail 
liimself of the offei for a few articles for himself, and a small 
supply for his retinue, who he says require it more than him- 
self, and I am m hopes that this short detention, apparently 
for his own comfort, will enable me, without seeming to wish 
delay, to receive the instructions oE the Resident of Dehli 

12, Should that offioei deem it expedient that he should 
proceed with the attention suited to his rank, I propose to send 
with him my Assistant, Captain Birch, a small party of 
Cavalry and a company of Infantry under Lieutenant Maunsell 
of the 23rd Regiment, whose knowledge of the Persian lan- 
guage will render him acceptable to the Prince, and induces 
my particular selection of this officer In the meantime 
I shall hint to His Highness that, if he pleases to confide to 
me the principal objects of his visit or communicate them by 
letter to the Resident of Dehli, it may be the means of 
obtaining an earlier knowledge of the sentiments of the 
Right Hoffible the Governor-General, which to him may be 
particularly desirable under present circumstances 

13 It will, m short, be my endeavor to make his 
detention at this post appear to pioceed only from respeot and 
a proper attention to his convenience and comfort I shall 
have the honor of reporting my further proceedings as 
circumstances may render necessarj 
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107. From A Sfto y, Esqmrc, Resident at Dehh, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D OonTinio^r, Agent, Goicrnor-General, 
Ludhianch, — Dcmi-ofjicial dated the 20th of December 
1810 

I have tins day received yours of tlie 17fcli by express, and 
regret in the extreme that Yunas should have ciossed the 
Sutledge Our Go\ eminent has always been most anxious 
to prcient anything o£ the kind from taking place, as you 
will obsene from the accompanying copy of a letter which 
I addressed to Edmoustone some time ago on the subject 
of Shuja-ool-Moolk proceeding m person or by Yackeel 
into Hmdoostau, and of his reply. I had not, at the time of 
my' writing my dissuasive letter to Moolla Jafer, any instruc- 
tions for my guidance relative to such a proposition But 
the extreme embairassment which, if carried into effect, it 
would occasion struck me so forcibly that I did not hesitate 
a moment as to the part which it became me to act , and 
you will obseive from the reply that Government approved 
of the line v Inch I adopted, and strongly enjoined me to 
adheie to it 

Some time since, I received from this very Prince a 
shoolah expressing a desire to proceed to the southward 
To this shoolah I replied m a manner strongly calculated 
to divert the Prince from Ins purpose The reply was 
dispatched by a harlarah, and I conclude it must have 
reached Punce Yunas ere now For feai, however, of ac- 
cidents, I enclose a duplicate of it, which I request you 
will present to the unfortunate wanderer, as it may do the 
woik of a pioneer and facilitate your dissuasive efforts 
It forcibly strikes me that the circumstance of his coming 
disguised must come m aid of your task, since it will be 
easy foi you to make him sensible that, while he remains 
incog , your paying him the honors due to his birth and 
rank would be altogether preposterous You will perhaps say 
it is hard to convince a man against his wishes, and so 
it is my friend , but m our situation we must expect to 
be occasionally annoyed by the unpleasing task On the 
present occasion I recommend to you to move heaven and 
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ctuth to dnort the Prineo from his purpose, hut to do it 
with the utmost gentleness, though 1111110111 weakening the 
force of yom argument, ivlncli I think admits of being put 
very stiongly Should the Pnnce, how cm, still continue 
unconvinced and persist in lus plan of proceeding to the 
southward, you might, I think, fairly 6 tate to lum that, 
conformably to the established usages of our Goiernment, the 
executive officers acting under its authority have not the 
power to pay pnncoly honors to any but to those wdiose rank 
is recognized by the Go ver 1101 -Goncral, and, consequently, 
that his persisting in his design would only lead to his own 
soollec In support, or strong support, of this argument you 
can quote the prediciment of two of the Princes of Caubul 
who came to Delhi two yeais ago, viz, Kohun Dil and 
Tamas. They lemamed heio somo time 111 a state which 
must have been irksome to their feelings With me they 
liad no direct intercourse, although I sent complimentary 
and sympatliyziug messages to them tlnough the medium of 
my Moonshee, which they acknowledged by handsome mes- 
sages and assurances The history of the fimtless endear ours 
of these Princes to derive any benefit from their journey to 
Deldi might, I think, be dwelt upon by you in support of your 
attempts to induce Yunas to give up his idea and to return 
to his father Above all, hold out no shadow of a hope that 
the Butish Government will settle a pecuniary allowance 
upon him, because such a hope, held out by you, would not 
only confirm him m his purpose, but might bung down others 
oE the Princes, and even Sliuja-ool-Moolk himself, to our 
territories, which would be a most distressing and annoying 
circumstance 

Such, my dear Ochteilony, is the line of conduct which 
I recommend to you to adopt Suavissimus in modo but 
fortisstmus in re 

Adieu, my dear friend ! Success attend your endea- 
vours 1 

P S — As he came disguised, could you not have 
contrived to avoid meeting him in person ? It strikes me that 
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(lie* circumstance of Ins being 1 incog lessened the necessity 
of v our going out 

P P S — I enclose l«o which 3 ou will have tho 

kindness to deliver or send to Prince Yum' One of them 
is n duplicate of one I wrote to him on the lGth instant, and 
the other is nnothcr to the same effect dated this dnj 


108 . r 'com Liaitnuint-Oolancl D OriiTrrLO\r, Agent, Go t- 
crnor-Genrrnl, Load' ana, to A. Sito\, require, llcsi- 
ilciit at Dihh, — dated the SOtli oj December JS10 

I hoi the honor to transmit nccoinpanv ing n <t hooqua 
to a our nddress delivered to me this morning bj the Shnhznda 
lunas 

It is unnec'ssar} (0 ohsenc tlmt m} object 111 suggesting 
this klter is to prolong the detention of the ro\nl visitor 
as long as possible, under tin idea that his intention to 
•visit 3 ou at Dehli may bo productive of expense, embarrass- 
ment and lncomenience, which it would be the wish of tho 
Ihght Ilon’blo the Governor-General to prevent if possible, 
and vour reph maj now recommend his stay here, until 
orderb can be received from Ills Lordblnp, on anj plea jou 
maj' judge proper 

I availed mvself of some articles in Ins list of neccssaiies 
unknown here to send him five hundred rupees, requesting 
lie would direct Ins attendants to expend it in such articles 
ns were most requisite and procurable here, and I jesteiday 
wailed on lum aud presented a silver lioolah with all its 
necessary accompaniments, and wished to have 6 ent him a 
daily 6 Uin to supply his table, but, as it was intimated to 
mo that I 10 was entnely destitute of domestic attendants, 
and would wish to bo supplied as at present, I have directed 
the necessary provisions for himself, attendants and cattle 
to be sent daily, and kopo the whole wall not exceed fifteen 
rupees per day 


Treatment of 
Slmluada 
1 linns of 
lvubnl 



Treatment o£ 
Shabzada 
Yanas of 
Kabul 


230 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1810-11 [ Chap 

I do not know whether I should apologise for the 
economy or the liberality of this arrangement; but I have 
acted to the best of my judgment; and shall be most anxious 
to receive your approbation of my proceedings 


109 . Extract paragraphs 8 to 12 of a letter No 93, dated 
the 21st Deceviber 1810, from Lieutenant- Colonel D 
OcHTERiONr , Agent, Governor- General, Loodeana, to N B 
Edmonstonb, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government 

[ Note —The first seven paragraphs relate to subjects the papers connected 
with which have not been printed ] 

8 I do myself the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of a letter addressed yesterday to the Resident of Dehli 
respecting the Shahzada Tunas, a subject on which I most 
anxiously wait the sentiments of the Right Hon'ble the 
Governor General, as an event so entirely unexpected has 
thiown me completely on the exercise of my own judgment, 
and whilst I have apprehended that neither the motive nor 
the presence of the visitor would be desirable, I have thought 
it inconsistent with the dignity of the Government and 
unworthy the British character to withhold the requisite duties 
of attention and hospitality 

9. I hourly expect instructions from Mr Seton, which 
will at least relieve me from acting on my own discretion, but 
it may accelerate the receipt of precise and definite instructions 
to that gentleman to mention that I consider it very prob- 
able the object of the Prince will be found to extend beyond 
the mere solicitation of military aid, and is possibly directed 
m the event of a refusal to demand an asylum and provision 
in the British territory for both Shah Shujah and his father, 
with their respective zenanas. 

10. Although this is on my part entirely conjectural, I 
shall assume it is a certainty, and that the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General may deem it inexpedient or inhumane to 
refuse this refuge to the unfortunate Princes, m which case 
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it would doubtless bo uti object to afford it m the manner 
loict expcnsi\c and emlnrris c ing, and Debit of all other places 
nnv be thought most improper as holding out means of 
comparison between their own state and that of Ukber Shah 
in e\erj waj humiliating. 

31 T would therefore most humbly propose that this 
po«t should bo selected, and the fort appropriated for their 
residence, in which at no aery great expense additional build- 
ings could be constructed sufficient for all tho fnmilj and 
retinue, which personages under such circumstances ought m 
reason to require, whilst the genera! cheapness of grain and 
other articles of proaision would enable them to make tho 
mocl of any pension which Ills Lord chip might think proper 
to allot for their subsistence 

12 Should this suggestion be found neecesarj and 
appro* cd, I beg leaae to renew my offers of relinquishing tho 
buildings constructed in the fort for mj own accommodation, 
plans of which were formed* submitted through tho Acting 
Chief Secretary, Mr. Luslungton 


110. l'rom .1. SrTO\, Esquire, Resident at Debit, to Licutcn- 
ant-Colond D Ociirrrr o.\r, Agent, Governor-General, 
Ludhtanch, — dated the 22nd of December 1810 

Ok the 20lh instant I lmd the honor to acknowledge, in 
a pmatc letter, the receipt of jour pm ate communication of 
tho 17th on the subject of the armal at Ludhmnch of 
Prmco Yunae, son of Zaman Shah, and, m conformity to jour 
desire, to submit such suggestions as were prompted by a 
consideration of tho subject. 

2 33y this day's dawk I recene undei a flying seal, 

as usual, your dispatch No 92, 1 to tho Chief Secretary, 
communicating tho particulars of your meeting with that 
unfortunate Prince, 
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8 With reference to that dispatch in general and more 
especially to the 11th paragraph, I think it my duty to 
communicate to you snck inflections as the sulrject has 
suggested, for, although they will, m fact, be little more 
than a repetition of the contents of my private letter of 
the 20th instant to your address, it may now he piopei 
to throw them into a more regular and methodized form 

4 It has ever been the earnest desire of the British 
Government to prevent any of the Princes of Caubul from 
seeking an asylum in our tein tones, and accordingly, con- 
formably to that desire, it has been considered as necessary 
by the ofliceis of Government, m their correspondence with all 
the relatives, ministers, and adherents of Shooja-ool-jMoolk, 
not only studiously and guardedly to avoid everything that 
might be interpreted into invitation or encouragement to take 
that step, but even to deprecate its adoption, and by every 
means to seok to diveit fiom the idea such persons as 
occasionally manifested an inclination to pioceed to Hmdoo- 
stan, as is clearly evinced m the Chief Secretary’s dispatch 
of the lOtli November to my address, a copy of which 
accompanied my private lottei to you of the 20th instant 
It waB undei this impression that I thought it my duty, 
in that letter, to submit it as my opinion that it would be 
expedient to do eveiythmg in yom power, consistently with 
what was due to the feelings of the Prince, not only to 
induce him to relinquish all idea of proceeding to the south- 
ward, but also to engage him to return to his father As 
nothing would be so likely to give effect to this as the 
making the Prince lumself sensible that his remaining at 
Ludhianeh, or, what is still more to be depiecated, his 
proceeding to Dekli, would not conduce to the success of 
his views, it appears to me that it would be advisable to 
explain to him at once, m a clear but respectful manner, 
that the system of our Government did not admit of our 
receiving, with the ceremonial and the respectful etiquettes 
due to Princes, any persons of Royal blood who might 
visit our dominions, unless their rank were first acknowledged 
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by tbe Governor-General , and I think you might add, as 
i£ fiom youiself, that there was little piospect of Prince 
Yunas’s stay m our dominions being the means of his 
obtaining a pension from the Butish Government An 
explicit, hut respectful, declaration to this effect appears to 
me to he the more ncces^aiy from its being evident that 
the only motive of his ciossing the Sutledgo is to obtain 
an allouance Nor is it less evident that, were an allowance 
bestowed upon him, it would lead to numbeiless solicitations 
of a similar nature, and would piobably be the means of even 
inducing the unfoitunate Shuja-ool-Moolk to thiow himself 
on the protection of the Butish Government, — an event 
ukich would be embairassing m the extreme As a furthei 
expedient to induce the Pimce to letuin, it might, I think, be 
repieseuted to him that his quitting the vicinity of the Indus 
might piove detumental to the affairs of Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
and raise a sensation of despondency in the minds of the 
adheients of that Prince 

5 Should yoiu endeavouis to induce the Prince to 
lecross the Sutledge be counteracted by his pecuniary dis- 
tresses, it stakes me that Government would appiove of your 
furnishing him with a sum sufficient to enable him to letum, 
if not with magnificence, yet with comfort, to his father at 
Rawulpindee But it might not be advisable to make it 
so consideiable as to encourage a repetition of smulai visits 

0 It is possible that your endeavouis to induce him 
to return may be ineffectual But at all events, I trust, 
you will succeed m dissuading him from pioceedmg to Dehli, 
which, I conclude, he had in contemplation id crossing 
the Sutledge His lepamng to Dehli would be, m the 
highest degree, embanassmg both to the King and to myself 
Should eveiy other means of diverting lnm from that step 
prove ineffectual, I would recommend your making him 
acquainted with the banen result of tho journey to Dohli 
m the yeai 1808 made by his two relatives Prince Kohun 
Dil, the son, and Pimce Tamas, the grandson, of Timoor 
Shall. These two Punces, after remaining here a short time, 

SO 
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returned to their own country I sent them small sums o£ 
money as zeafnts, but I had no meeting with them, nor weio 
they presented to the King 

7 Such are the suggestions which have been pioduced 
by an attentive consideration of the subject of your present 
dispatch to the Chief Secretary It, no doubt, would be 
more pleasing to our feelings, as individuals, to assuie the 
unfortunate stranger, at once, of a liberal provision But the 
inconsistency of such a step with the instructions of Govern- 
ment and a sense of the extreme embarrassment to which 
it would give use appear to me to amount to a complete 
prohibition of every measure of that natiue, 

8 In my private Iettei to you of the 20tli instant 
I enclosed duplicates and copies of two which I had addressed 
to Punce Yunas I now enclose another letter to him, the 
object of which, like that of the other two, is to induce 
him to return to his father A copy of it is transmitted, 
enclosed, for youi information. 


Ill Fiom A. Seton, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D OcnTEKLOXi , Agent, Governor -General, 
Lndhianeh, — dated- the 21th of December 1810 

1 am this day honored by the receipt of youi letter of the 
20th instant, 1 communicating the particular of the line of 
conduct which you had pursued towards the Shahzada Yunas, 
and enclosing a slioolah from that Prince to my address 
soliciting the aid of the British Government to lestoie the 
fallen fortunes of the unfortunate Shuja-ool-Moolk 

2 A Prince m distiess has such powciful claims to 
sympathy that to decline compliance with a solicitation 
interesting m the highest degiee to lus feelings must gne a 
sensation of a most distressing natuie to eveiy liberal, 

1 10S supra 
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generous mind It is, thcicfoic, to be lamented that the 
present solicitation icintes to a enso wlncb, however dis- 
tressing, is by no means dubious, the line of conduct which it 
is our duty to pursue being so decidedly against compliance 
that no lia\e not the option of holding out to tho Punco 
o\en the shadow o£ hope that the British Government will 
interfere in faior o£ Shnja-ool-Moolk 

3 I lme accordingly acquainted Piince Yulias in 
reply that, though the Goicrnoi-Genornl would sincerely 
sympathize nitli Shuin-ool-Moolk, yet as no weio not called 
upon, by the proiisions o£ any existing treaty, to take part 
in the ci\ ll commotions in Cnuhul (since the treaty concluded 
by Mr Elphmstone related solely’ to tho foreign invasion 
of that country from the westward), and as it was altogether 
inconsistent with the system of tho British Government to 
interfere in dissensions pre\ ailing m other States unless when 
called upon by’ treaty’ so to do, I apprehend His Lordship 
would find it difficult to comply with His Highness’s desne 
I added that lus application should, liowcier, he immediately 
made known to the Governor-General, and Ills Lordship’s 
answer transmitted to His Highness with the utmost expedi- 
tion I also alluded to the contents of my former letters 
to him, and took occasion to le-urge, ns the best advice I 
could gne, my former recommendation to him to return to 
Bawulpmdee 

L Distressing to my’self as this cold line of conduct 
Is, I confess that the more I leficct the more I am convinced 
that, under present circumstances, to havo held a different 
language to the Pnnce would have been to deceive him by 
giving rise to a hope that must have ended in disappointment 
and led to a mortification the bitterness of which would 
have been sharpened by the temporary indulgence of fallacious 
expectation 

5 My reply to tho Pnnce, accompanied by a copy, 
is transmitted enclosed Permit me to request that, m 
forwarding it to him, as well as in the course of any veibal 
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discussions to which it maj eventually give rise, jou will 
support tlie grounds of its reasoning in the manner the 
most soothing to the feelings of the Prince 

0 In eiciy point of mow this line appears to me to 
be the most proper It is consistent, because stuctly con- 
formable to our s^etem It is candid to the Prince, because 
it prevents him from being the dupe of false hopes It is 
safe and com enient to ourseli es, because it tends to avert the 
annoying embarrassment of seeing our frontier inundated by 
numbeis of needy Pnnees, who -would doubtless be attracted 
thither -weio oven the shadow of relief held out to them 
To assist them would probably be out of our power, and 
yet it would by no means be desirable to our Government 
to witness their unrelieied distress and hear their ineffectual 
solicitation Undci these circumstances, to dnert them from 
proceeding towards this quaiter is surely the most eligible 
plan 


7 Supposing it even possible, that to avoid the appear- 
ance of harshness or ungraciousness Government would be 
disposed to settle a pecuniary allowance on some of the Princes 
of Caubul, it nevertheless appears to me that we should 
adhere to the line which I now recommend By avoiding 
to anticipate the bounty of Government, wo shall virtually 
render it still more acceptable m the event of its being 
bestowed 

8 For the lest, I certainly think that Government 
will approve of the personal attention which your sympathy 
and hospitality have conferred upon the Prince, although, 
at the same time, it may be deemed desirable that every- 
thing of that land should rather be considered as temporary 
than as permanent, since to peisons in the predicament of 
the Prince of Caubul tbe hope of obtaining permanent estab- 
lishments from the liberality of the British Government must 
prove such a source of irresistible attraction that numbers 
might be induced to cross the Sutledge and throw themselves 
upon its protection, 
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112. From Lieutenant- Colonel D OcniERLONr , Agent, Gover- 
nor-General, Loodeana, to A Seton, Esgime, Resident 
at Eehh, — dated the 21th of December 1810 

1 had tlie honor to receive your private reply 1 to my 
letter of the 17th only last night at the same time with 
the common dawk, though superscribed ft Express ” 

2 My official reports to your address, as well as to 
the Chief Secretary of Government, will have evinced that 
I was fully sensible the visit of the Shalizada Yunas 
could not for many reasons be desirable, and the whole of 
my conduct towards lnm has been especially influenced by 
this conviction 

3 I cannot avoid, however, expressing my regret that 
my dispatch No 90 should have remained unnoticed, as 
the communication which I made to the Chief Secietary 
was chiefly intended to piocure the orders of Government 
in caso of its actual occurrence, but what I legarded as only 
a possible circumstance it would appear you had stiong reason 
to regard as a probable event, and your instructions would 
have relieved me from much appiehension and anxiety 

4f I shall now to the utmost of my power endeavor 
to confoim to the advice with which you have favoured 
me , but m reply to your postscript, where you seem to think 
the circumstance of the Pnnoe having come disguised lessened 
the necessity of my going out to meet him or paving him 
any attention, I beg leave on this observation to remark rk_r 
I had not much time for reflection, but what I cLd ~~ 
not without motive or consideration, and mv reasons f'r g'ing 
out to meet him and for every attention I have sk-— n him 
had but one object from the beginning, wki h kns been 
happily effected, vie , detaining him m this r^nice ^mer and 
engaging him m a correspondence with ycc tr a“'r£ you the 
means of discouraging his future progress hi sn-k — ■ a — er and 
on such pretexts as you might judge ncsc mrnsiklf 


Treatment 
Shahzada 
Tunas of 
Kfibul 



Troatmont of 
Sliahmdn 
Ymma of 
ICCbul 


238 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1810-11 [ Chap 

5 It Elrnck mo instantly that this desirable object 
could only lie effected by attentions on my part Could I 
have sacrificed tiutli and my ow n con\iction bo far as to 
have made Ins disguise a pretext for donbt, and have refused 
to acknowledge him ns Piince Yunas, the mcutablc conse- 
quence must lin\e been that he would ha\c done as he had 
done for thiitcen days before, lme slept in a common serai 
and piocceded the next morning to his ultimate destination, 
Dehli 

G I shall not fail, if necessary, to touch on the circum- 
stance of the two Royal wandereis, hut I humbly concene 
a line of conduct highly proper and expedient m jou as 
the immediate lepresentatn o of Government at the Court 
of Ulvber Shah -would have been highly unbecoming in the 
Commnndei of a British fiouticr post, moic particularly con- 
sidering the difference of the two cases, -which in the one I 
piesumo to have been fugitne solicitants and in the other 
I consider an acciedited Ambassador, though fiom a fallen 
and uufortuuatc monaich 

7, I tiust I am too well acquainted with my subordinate 
situation to have rendeied your caution necessary respecting 
any pecuniary assistance It is absolutely impossible that 
m my situation I should lia\e encouraged a hope of this 
nature, though I conceived it to be my duty to state my 
conjectuies on this subject to the Right Hon'ble the 
Governoi -General m Council, but this declaredly only with a 
view to accelerate instructions to you, and that you might 
without the embarrassment of i ejecting oi avoiding personal 
intercourse communicate by letter whatever oiders His 
Lordship might deem expedient, should such a request be 
made 

8 If I have ventmed to suppose that the British 
Government in the East as m the West might become the 
asylum of Kings, I trust it will not be supposed, by my 
suggesting the least expensive mode, that I could hint at 
a subject no less indelicate than improper to the Prince 
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himself, or that without due authority I could hold out a 
hope to him of such nul being granted, had he c\ci made 
it a subject of communication 

9 Yom leply to the sJtooqna I bad the honor to 
transmit with my letter of the 19th instant, combined with 
such dissuasne arguments as I nwj now with piopnety and 
confidence urge, will I doubt not induce the Pnnco to 
relinquish bis design of visiting Deltli, and to leluin to share 
in the wretched fortunes of lus f ither and the Shah Shuya, 
and it may not be linpiopcr to add that excepting in the 
accommodation afforded, and my own personal attentions, 
the Prince has not been lccencd with such public honors 
or marks of respect as might have been paid, and even 
thought necessary, to Moola Jaffer had he armed at this 
post for the same purpose 

10 I have the honor to transmit accompanying a 
slooqna fiom tho Prince, this moment leceived 


113. From A Seto v, Esquuc, Resident at Delil t, to Lieu - 
tcnant-Coloncl D Ociiteelom , Agent, Goicrnoi Genet al, 
Ludhtanch, — dated the 29th of Dcccmhei 1S10 

1 nvvt, the honor to acknowledge the receipt of youi 
dispatch of the 24-th instant, 1 which has reference to the 
suggestions which I took the liberty to submit, m my private 
letter of tho I7th to your address, relative to the arrival 
at Ludhianeh of Prince Yunas, the sou of Zaman Shah I 
have also received the Prince’s leply to my letters 

2 As it appeals from that dispatch that mv submit- 
ting to you my sentiments, by anticipation, as to tlra bre 
of conduct which it might in my opinion be -dr.^st’e to 
adopt in the event of any of the Princes of Co b>~ er-ra- ng 
the Sutledge, would have been desirab’e ray" r c: iaat 
account a source of regiet to me tkn 4 I dr! r r 
precaution The fact, howev er is teat us I: -"us v*e 1 
known to be the desire of the Ba-su G ' srmrra-: 
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Princes of Caubool should, if possible, bo diverted from 
proceeding mfco oiu provinces, I naturally concluded that you 
would gi\e them no encouragement, and I should almost have 
consideied mjself as acting mtiusively if I had addiessed you 
on the subject Even ns it is, you appear to mo to hate 
acted accoiding to the spint of the wishes of Goicinment 
The nrrnal of tho Punco, though not altogethei unexpected, 
ns appears fiom yom dispatch No. 00, was neiertheless 6udden, 
and youi hating taken measuies for pre\ enting his sufienng 
distiess, wdnle you forbore to encourage his remaining at 
Ludkianeli and evidently exerted yom self in endeavouring 
to postpone his pioceeding to Debli, cannot, I think, be 
disapproved of by Go\ eminent 

3 Copies of jour dispatch and of this my reply shall 
be transmitted to the Chief Secretary by this nights dawk 
foi the mfoimation of Goieinment 


114. From Lieutenant-Colonel D Ocuterloxt , Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeana, to N B Edmozstom:, 
Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, — No 96, dated 
the 30th of December 1810 

In my short letter of yesterday I hnd the honor to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General m Council, that tho Prince Yunas would in 
the course of a few hours recross the Sutledge on his return 
to his fathei 

2 I have now the lionoi to repoit the actual departure 
of the Shahzada, accompanied to the Sutledge by my Head 
Moonsky and to the Phillour Post by the Vakeel of Rajah 
Runjeet Singh, who I requested to proceed and desire the son 
of Mohkum Chund, at present in command, to give him safe 
convoy to Lahoie 

8 I also wrote to Runjeet himself informing him that 
the Prmce, having left his father m a moment of dissatisfac- 
tion, was now m progress on his return, and that it would 
contribute to his reputation to treat him with distinction 
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4 That I might be sure the Pnnee oontmued bis Denar 
progiess towards Rawulpmdy, I dnected two of my own Yunns 
Lascars to attend him to pitch his tents, with pnvate orders 

to report progress occasionally. 

5 I gave these instructions not from any doubt of the 
Pnuce himself, whose conduct throughout has been veiy pioper 
and dignified, but for fear some o£ his attendants might sway 
his better judgment and uige him to pioceed to the southward 
by another route , and this apprehension was excited by some 
of his few attendants having declaied then determination not 
to return with him, but to seek service with Ameer Khan. 

6 On the arrival of the first letter from Mr Seton, 
which was only a copy of one sent in reply to a shooqua 
expiessive of his intention to visit Hmdoostan, and on the 
receipt of a second, wntten after my report of Ins arrival, 
the Prince evidently hoped that his own letter to Mr Seton 
wntten on the 19th would produce a more favorable answer, 
and on the latter occasion I thought it mv duty to repress his 
expectations by saying that the tenor of the i rste led me to a 
different conclusion, and that I was much afraid the expected 
answer would not be more favorable, but more explicit He 
said he should at all events wait the reply, which I told lnm 
I thought was very proper, as it would enable him to recover 
from his fatigue if attended with no other benefit, and I 
trusted by that time he would have recovered sufficient 
stiength to prosecute his journey by shorter stages and with 
more comfort than he had come 
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and disappointment, bnt he did not betiay either by any 
expression, and after a little consideiation said that, although 
it evidently could not be attended with any benefit, he still 
could wish, as he had come so fai, to visit the Emperor Akbar 
Shah and to see Lucknow 

9 I availed myself on this observation of the communi- 
cations of the Resident of Dehli, and respectfully urged such 
arguments and reasons as I thought most likely to dissuade 
him from his purpose, and took my leave when I had received 
his assurances that he would be entirely governed by my 
opinions and advice, 

10 I have now only to express my earnest hope that 
the attentions paid to this Pnnce and the expenses exhibited 
in the accompanying bill will not be disappioved by the 
Right Hon’ble the Governor-General 

11 I can assure you that I aimed as much as possible 
at economy, but my private feelings were not m unison with 
my public duty, and I am not without apprehensions that 
a selfish desire to smooth my own difficulties and effect his 
departure with as much satisfaction to himself as circum- 
stances would admit may have led to a profusion beyond 
what His Loidship may deem expedient or proper, and in this 
case I throw myself once more upon that indulgence which I 
have often experienced 

12 In order to pay up and expedite the departure of 
the volunteers for foreign service, I have been compelled to 
draw for the amount expended at sight on the Resident of 
Dehli, which I trust will also be honored with His Lordship’s 
approbation 

13 A letter received this day from Umritser mentions 
that nrzecs have been received by Shah Sli^ah from Ameer 
Khan and a Colonel Shah Mohummud Khan promising then 
assistance to reinstate him on his throne on condition of 
receiving a grant of the Bhawulpore territory 
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115 From N. B Bdmonstoxb , H squire, Ohtef Secretary 
to Government, to Lieutenant- Oolonel D Ocute elo nt. 
Agent, Governor- Genei al, Lodhtana, — dated the 19th of 
January 1811 

1 Air duected to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatches of the lSth 1 and 24th ultimo on the occasion of 
the airival of Prince Tunas at Ludhiana Your lettei of the 
21st ultimo, enclosing copies and translations of statements 
leceived by you from Bhye Lall Sing and the widow of 
the late Bhye Kurm Sing respecting the disputed property 
of the deceased, and a copy of your letter to Mr Seton dated 
the 20th ultimo, 2 on the subject of Prince Yunas, has also 
been received 

2 The Governor- General m Council entirely approves 
your successful endeavours to prevent the Prince fiom prose- 
cuting his journey to Delhi until you could leceive the 
instructions of Mr Seton for the regulation of your conduct 
towaids the Piince. 

3 Government having been apprized by your private 
communications of the return of the Prince to his own 
country, no instructions are now requisite for your guidance , 
but I am directed to observe that the attention and hospi- 
tality with which you treated the unfortunate Prince dm mg 
his residence at the post under your command is consideied 
by His Loidship m Council to have been highly creditable 
to your humanity and warranted by the circumstances in 
which you weie placed, especially undei your ignorance of 
the sentiments of Government relative to the mode of 
ti eating persons of the description of the Prince Yunas, and 
that the expense incurred by you on that occasion will be 
passed iu your accounts 

4 The Governor-General in Council regrets extremely 
that the obligations of political necessity should supeisede 
the dictates of compassion for the fate of the unfortunate 

1 10G supra 
* 10S supra 
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family of Shujah-ool-Moolk Tho multiplied embarrass- 
ments, howevep prospectno as well as immediate, winch the 
reception of Prince Yunns at Delhi or tho eneouiagemenfc 
of his views and expectations in any form would occasion, 
precluded any other com so of proceeding than that which 
Mr Seton adopted and recommended to you to observe 
according to the pnnciple of the instructions which, with 
reference to similai cases, had been issued to him 

5 The Resident at Dehli having stated his intention 
to addiess Government on the subject of Bbye Lall Sing’s 
claim to the inheritance of his late cousin Bhye Kurm 
Sing, the resolutions of the Governor-General in Council on 
that pait of your dispatch of the 21st ultimo which relates 
to that question wall he reserved until Mr Seton’s report 
shall have been received 


116 . From A Seton, Esquire, Besident at Dehli, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D Oouteelont , Agent, Governor- General, 
Ludhianeh, — dated the 25th of February 1811 

The Right Hon’ble the Governor-Geneial having been 
pleased to piesent the Rajah of Lahore with a carnage and 
pan of hoises, and the carriage having arrived at Dehli, 
I have the honor to mfoim you that the several packages 
have this day been dispatched from hence under the care 
of Moonehee Mohummud Ewuz, a respectable gentleman 
belonging to the establishment of the Persian Office, who is 
charged with the delivery of the present He has been 
furnished from hence with money and the conveniences for 
maichmg, but should he on reaching Ludhianeh, or on 
Ins return from Lahore, requne any further assistance, you 
are requested to advance suoh sums as you may deem 
necessary You are lequested also to furnish him with the 
necessary passes for expediting his journey on the other 
side of the Sutledge 

2 Enclosed is a list of the several packages and of 
the people who proceed with Moonshee Mohummud Ewuz 
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118 . From N D Envoy stone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 

Government, to Lieutenant- Colonel D OciiTERiohr, 
Agent, Governor- General, Lodhiana, — dated the 22nd 
of March 1811 

Grant of I A'Ji directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

2 j a 'p Ochtcrp. the 1st current, stating the reasons which induced you 

lon y to grant four months’ leave of absence to your Assistant, 

Mi Ochterlony, and. to inform you that His Excellency the 
Vice-President m Council has been pleased to confirm it 

119 . From Lieutenant- Colonel D Oceterloet, Agent, Gov- 

ernor-General, Loodeana, to N B Edvonstone, 
Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, — No 98, dated 
the 9th of Mai ch 1811 

Mismanage In some of my dispatches submitted to the Bight 

PatmLcf State Hon’ble the Governor-General m Council I have occasionally, 
hut casually, mentioned the ruinous profusion of Bajah 
Saheb Sing and the general mismanagement of his servants 
in every department The subject has long engaged my 
attention, and m various letters to his lelations, _Bajahs ~ 
Juswunt Sing and Bhaug Sing, and to -the general friend 
and adviser of the family, Bhyo Lall Sing, I have strongly 
urged them to interfere by advice and expostulation to check 
the foolish and absurd extravagance of the Bajah, and to 
endeavor to introduce a degree of order and regularity m 
his government 

2 I became more urgent on this subject gyhen it was 
proved that a requisition from Mr Seton for a small party 
of two hundred and fifty horse was long unattended to, 
notwithstanding the Bajah himself gave repeated orders and 
was anxious to comply, and when at last sent was m every 
respect inefficient and m fact useless 

3 His commands were given first to one and then 
to another of his Surdar3, but treated with equal contempt 
by all, and were at length, if ever complete, made up by 
6mall parties from all without any general controul or real 
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commander I took the occasion of Mr Seton’s requesting 
mo to urge tlieu speedy departure to remonstrate on the 
delay to tlie Rajah lnmself, but still more pointedly to bis 
relations I remarked on the protection afforded by tbe British 
Government, its just claim to such occasional aid, and the 
disgraceful luatteution shewn to the Rajah's lepeated orders 
and the requests of the Resident of Dehli, and I again urged 
them to assemble at Putteenlah and to do everything m their 
power to effect a much-required and geneial reform of abuses 
Flora each I received assuiances that they saw and deplored 
the evils I pointed out, and weio peifectly sensible that some 
measures weie necessary to save this elder branch of the 
family fiom rum, and promising that they would take the 
opportunity of a general meeting on the projected marriage 
of the Rajah's son to consult on the means best suited to the 
ends 


4 On the 9 th of Januaiy I received a strong and 
pressing mutation fiom the Rajah, by a confidential person 
sent on puipose, to attend the wedding, and on the same 
day letteis from Rajahs Bhaug Singh and Juswunt Singh, 
particularly entreating my acceptance of the invitation, as it 
would gn o them the benefit of my advice m the intended 
settlement of the Rajah's affairs 

5 I accordingly proceeded the next day to Putteealah, 
and from thence to Thanasur, and the several documents I 
have the honour to transmit accompanying contain a full and 
particular account of all my proceedings relative to the object 
m view. 

6 It is a source of great satisfaction to me to reflect 
that Mr Seton will be able personally to state to His Lordship 
the veiy uigent necessity for some reform, and can relate 
from his own knowledge abundant proofs of the excessive 
extravagance and profusion of the Rajah, and the entire 
relaxation and gross abuses which prevailed m every depart- 
ment under his government. 


Mismanage 
mont of tho 
Patidla State 



248 LUDHIANA AOENOY RECORDS, 1810-11 [ Chap 

Mismanage- 7 What TV a 3 determined on by the two relations, 

tatiabf State Ju6mmt Sm o and Bhaug Smg, had the entire concurrence 
of the Rajah himself, who latteily appealed perfectly free 
from all apprehension, and manifested the most perfect 
conviction that the arrangements proposed were solely for his 
own benefit, and shewed a determined resolution to carry 
them mto effect It is, however, a 311st sub3ect of doubt 
whether he can or will remain film m these resolutions when 
left to the interested suggestions of those about him, and 
to the influence of Khaim Koour, who I now find is not his 
own mother, but one who m fact considers her interest 
distinct fiom his, and is equally rapacious as the worst of his 
servants, and even destitute of the sense or ability necessary 
to carry the proposed leform into execution 

8 As the Rajah seemed desirous to place the manage- 
ment in her hands, and she promised most solemnly to adopt 

, the measures proposed for the restoration of his affairs, I 
> declared to Rajah Juswunt Smg that I could not have any 
participation in any step which had for its object any 
/j restraint on his person or appointing a Manager, to whom 
'/ he was decidedly disinclined 
1 

9 That m the interval now proposed for the final 
adjustment (middle of Jayte) it would be clearly seen not 
only how far the Rajah was inclined steadfastly to adhere 
to his present resolutions, but how far Ranee Khaim Koour 
was willing or capable of executing the task she had under- 

__ .taken, and -by that time also the instructions of the Right 

Hon’ble the Governoi-General would be received, and it 
would be ascei tamed whether His Lordship would approve 
of placing the controul m the hands of Ranee Aus Koour in 
opposition to the Rajah’s inclinations. I admitted, and with 
great justice, her superior abilities, and from the eventual 
succession of her son her greater interest to introduce order 
and improvement. Rut, much as I wished such a change, 

I thought the disagreements which had taken place made it 
advisable, even in case of her controul being allowed, that she 
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should not 1m c authority to 1 of use every request or wish of 
tho Rajah, but tint in all cases where she thought them 
improper should engage to submit them to, and be governed 
as to their expediency by, the decision and advice of tho three 
who were uniformly now consulted on all occasions of impor- 
tance, Rajahs Juswunt Sing, Bliaug Sing and Bhye Lall 
Sing 

10 I also insisted that, ns it was the Rajah’s wish to 
imest Plaice Kh urn Koour with tho management, it would 
neither be fair nor prudent to nifoim the Ranee Aus Kooui 
of any intentions in her fn\or, as it would make it her interest 
to thwart the former o\en if inclined to the lcform, and 
recommended rather that they should wait to sco the effects 
of the Rajah’s daily increasing affection foi lus son and 
the many proofs lie has recently gi\cn of returning regard 
for Ins mother, which might c\en before the time fixed for 
the ultimate adjustment make that tho most earnest wish of 
the Rajah, which they considered the most conduce e to his 
interest 

11 It was agieed by the friends that part of my plan 
should bo adopted, xtz, that the thoughtless grants made 
bj the Rajah should be resumed, and that new ones should 
bo gnen according to tho claims, merits or sen ices, of tho 
holders, and that tho holders of land m jaulad should be 
informed they must haie the whole or a named portion of 
their troops ready for muster in the month of Jayie, and 
always held ready for service Of tho Custom Department 
I did not hear their dotci mination, and supposed fiom their 
silence it was not approved 

12 I have troubled the Right Honorable the Goa emor- 
General with very voluminous papers m elucidation, but, as 
my interference has been in a ceitain degree contrarj to the 
letter of the iUilah-namcft , Avlnch resen ed to the Chiefs the 
right of mtornal controul, I have been anxious to convince 
His Loidship that I have not interfered but for the most 
salutaiy puiposes and with the concurrence of the two 


Mismanage 
moot of tho 
Pntidla State 



250 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1810-11 [ Chap. 

Mismanage- Suidars most nearly connected with the Rajah, and that I 
Patiala State bad n0 object m view but such as I trust will be approved — 
the real interest and welfare of the Rajah himself by 
""Introducing some degree of order and economy instead of 
irregularity and unbounded profusion, and by these means 
‘ securing to the British Government, when requisite, that 
aid which they have a just right to expect fiom the protection 
’they afford 

13 Sincerely and conscientiously believing that the 
plan recommended would produce both these advantages if 
i' carried into effect, I most humbly beg leave to recommend 
and to solicit that the Rajahs Juswunt Sing and Bhaug 
Smg may be authorized by the Right Hon’ble the Governor- 
General to invest, in case of necessity, the Dewanee or general 
eontroul of the Raj m the hands of Ranee Aus Koour, whom 
they assert, and who is universally said, to be the only person 
who can place the force and the finances on the footing they 
ought to be, subject, however, to two restrictions, — first, that 
all business shall be conducted m the name of Rajah Saheb 
Sing , and secondly, that she shall always soften the refusal 
of any request by referring to their present advisers, who 
shall be umpires of what is expedient to grant or reject 

14* The imbecility of the Rajah requires such a check, 
and it may be necessary that the Ranee should not have the 
power of withholding trivial indulgences. 

15 I beg leave to repeat that it will afford me pleasure 
if the Right Hon’ble the Governor- General would be pleased 
to refer the general subject of the whole of this dispatch , 
to Mr Seton, whose local knowledge may correct any errors, 
either of opinion or detail, which I may inadvertently have 
been guilty of, and who can vouch for one instance amongst 
a thousand which might be adduced of the Rajah’s extreme 
folly, viz Nejabut All Khan having obtained in jage.tr 
eight villages foi one elephant, and, as it is said, through the 
influence of Chand Khan, whom Nejabut All Khan conde- 
scended to bribe. 
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10 This circumstance is nlluded to m one of the 
accompany mg- pipers, and was written by the Rajah in 
consequence of my lming ndwsed that the elephant should be 
returned and these a lllages amongst the first resumed 
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17 Ranee Aus Ivoour declared to me through hei 
Dewan, Now! ill Missur, that her greatest anxietj was to have 
a radical reform introduced on account of her son, and whether 
it was effected through her or by any other means she 
would do e\crythmg in her power to forward it as an object 
most conducne to his interest I desired Noudah Missur to 
luform her (hat such sentiments were highly honorable to her 
maternal feelings, tint at present from what I heard it uas 
not adusable to mention her name, nor could I flatter her with 
any liopo of future participation in the authority, but it 
would be aery commendable in her to excit all her means 
to promote the principal object, though she might not 
dem c any immediate benefit , and I most strongly urged her 
to conciliate the Rajih, to meet all his ndmnces with kind- 
ness, to cullnatc Ins returning regard, and instruct her son, 
by frequent \isils and a sub mi sene and obedient attention, 
to augment that affection, which nature had implanted, and 
which in my opinion would lie the best and only mode of 
counteracting the prejudicial influence of the woman he 
called Ins mother 

IS I ha\e only to lequcst that m the journal 1 of my 
Head Moonshy (which I have sent, exactly as ho wrote it, 
though I only desired him to tuko notes of every conversation 
he had with the Rajahs, and of ci cry ordei he received from 
me) the expression of Himinut Singh promising to divide 
whatever was recerved may not be taken in its literal sense, 
but meant as declaring that he had no self-interest to serve 
in tlio execution of tho reform, and as being m stuct conform- 
ity to the promise which I exacted fiom both that whatever 
measures were taken they should be solely and exclusively 

‘Not traccablo m tlio Punjab Records 
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directed to the reformation of abuses, and not either directly 
or indirectly to answer any interested purposes of their own, 
either m the selection of servants 01 in any othei manner 

11 I trust that the manner m which I have interposed 
and the motives of my interposition will be approved by His 
Lordship in Council, having throughout the whole transaction 
declaied that the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
would derive satisfaction from any measures which contributed 
to the welfare and prosperity of any State or district under 
the protection of the British Government. 


120 From N. B Edmonstonb, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, to Lieutenant-Colonel D OcarERLomr, Com- 
manding at Lodhiana, — dated the 22nd of March 1811 

I am directed to transmit to you, for your information 
and guidance, the enclosed copy of a dispatch fiom the Acting 
Resident at Delhi under date the 8th instant, together with a 
copy of my letter of this date to the Acting Resident written 
under the orders of His Excellency the Vice-President in 
Council 


Enclosure (1) to 120 

From W Fraser, Esquire, 2nd Assistant m charge of the 
Residency, to N B Edmonstonb, Esquire, Chief Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — dated Delhi, the 8th of 
March 1811 

Azum Begh, a servant of Shah Zuman’s, reached this 
place a few days ago carrying a letter from Prmce Yoonoos 
addressed to Mr Seton 

2 The letter referred to the verbal communications of 
A-zum Begh, who intimated the desire of Shah Zuman to 
retire with his family within the British territory 

8 A copy and translation of the letter and my reply 
I have the honor to enclose to you for the information of 
the Right Hon’ble the Governor- General m Council, and I 
request you will be pleased to solicit the instructions of His 
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I'SCI-OSIUJ ( 2 ) TO 120 

l'ram JV B ]li>vn\cTOM , llsquxn, OlncJ Secretary to Oov- 
cruauut, l\>rt UMIirfni, to 15* 1 'riirr, Esquire, tn char ye of 
the UisiJency at Dilht, — datul Fort Wtlltam, 22nd March 
1611 

I am directed to acknowledge tho receipt, of jour two 
dispatches dated the Cth mid bth instant, tbo former reporting 
the success of jour cndea\ouis to persundo Prince Munsoor 
to return to lus filhci, tbo latter announcing tbo arrival of a 
messenger dispatched by Zemaun Shall for tbo purposo of 
intimating the desire of the latter to retire with bis family 
mlbm the British teriilorj 
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2 Hie Excellency the Vice-President m Council has 
received with great satisfaction the information contained 
m the first of those dispatches, and considers you entitled to 
the credit of much address m persuading the Prince Munsoor 
to return , whilst he approves entirely of the mode of proceed- 
ing which you adopted on this occasion and of the pecuniary 
aid which you afforded to the Prince, and which appears to 
His Excellency in Council to have been judicious m point of 
form and moderate in extent 

8 It is superfluous to observe that the Vice-President in 
Council is extremely anxious to prevent the arrival of Zemaun 
Shah within the British territories The considerations which 
oppose the expediency of affording an asylum to the 6on 
obviously operate with still greater force with respect to the 
father It is, therefore, the desire of His Excellency m 
Councd that every effort should be employed to prevent 
Zemaun Shah from carrying his intention into effect You 
will therefore endeavour, either through the agency of this 
messenger or by a direct communication, to impress upon the 
mind of Zemaun Shah a conviction of the absolute inutility of 
the proposed measure by causing him to understand that the 
British Government would not find itself authorized to supply 
His Majesty and his family with the means of support, 
that, deeply as the British Government laments his misfortunes 
and those of His Royal brother, it cannot depart from the line 
of neutrality with legal d to the contending interests of the 
two monarchs which the British Government has uniformly 
observed, and that consequently he could not expect that 
Government in any manner or degree to espouse his cause , 
that therefore he would but expose himself to additional 
distress by withdrawing from the territory of a Chief from 
whom, as having stood m the relation of a tributary or 
dependant to his brother Shah Shujah while the lattei main- 
tained the sovereignty of Caubtil, he and the lest of the Royal 
Eamfiy have a right to claim the duties of subserviency, 
and by separating himself from the fortunes and society 
of his brother , that it would b9 far more advisable 
for the whole of the Royal Family to remain together, 
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approximated as mueli as may be to the Afghaun territories, 
in readiness to take advantage of any events winch the 
vicissitudes of fortune may produce of a nature favorable 
to their future prospects, instead of manifesting by their 
dispersion or reheat a despair of better days and discouraging 
the hopes, the zeal and eventual efforts of their partizans 
and adheients 

4. It may not be improper to observe also that the line 
of neutral conduct adopted by the Bnhsh Government on 
this occasion is precisely that which was pursued at a time 
when the fortunes of Shah Shujali and Zemaun Shah were 
triumphant, since it then withheld its support from the 
fugitive pnnccs of the family of their rival Mahmood Shah 
and inquired them to letreat fiom the Butish dominions You 
will at the same time employ such fuither arguments of 
dissuasion as your judgment may suggest 

6 His Excellency m Council is disposed to hope that 
by arguments such as these, as being in fact a prohibition 
against the execution of his design and as tending to convince 
Zemaun Shah that neither he nor his brother can expect any 
aid or support from the Butish Government, the former may 
be induced to abandon lus intention of seeking an asylum 
within the British terutories His Excellency m Council, 
moreover, is not without hopes that the example of the 
unsuccessful visits of the Punces Yoonns and Munsoor will 
contribute to discourage Zemaun Shah from an attempt 
similar to theirs If notwithstanding this piohibitaon Zemaun 
Shall should resolve to advance. Government will be better 
enabled to withhold those observances which might be con- 
sidered to belong to his rank and situation, but which could 
not but create an extreme degree of incom emenco and 
embanassment, and the expectation of the effect of this reply 
to the Shah's application might properly bo urged bj Sir 
officers of Government as the cause of their not being 
famished with instiuotions for the guidance of their 
and their consequent omission of the due forniihj' > _ . 
reception and enleitammcnf, if he should 
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limits of their jurisdiction before they could receive such 
instructions. This intimation may be expected to have the 
effect of inducing him to halt, and would afford an opportunity 
of determining and of apprizing the Shah before his actual 
entry within the limits of the British jurisdiction of the nature 
of the reception to be afforded him under the circumstance 
of his advancing m opposition to the counsel and consent 
of the British Government. 

6 Copies of this lottei and of your dispatoh of the 8th 
instant will be transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony 
for the eventual guidance of his conduct, although His 
Excellency in Council concludes that you have aheady 
reported to that officer the mission of Azum Beg and the 
object of it 

121. From N. B Edmonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Oolonel D 
Ooetebe ont, Agent, Governor-General, Lodhiana , — 
dated the 5th of April 1811. 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of youi dispatch 
under date the 9th ultimo, 1 reporting in detail the measures 
adopted by you in concert with Rajahs Jeswunt Sing and 
Bhaug Sing for the purpose of effecting a reform m the 
administration of the affairs of the Rajah of Putteealah 

2 Of the expediency of those measures considered 
merely in connection with their object, His Excellency the 
Vice-President m Council is disposed to entertain a favourable 
opinion. That a reform such as has been pioposed is 
urgently required with a view to the prosperity of the petty 
State of Putteealah cannot be denied, and the means pursued 
for that purpose are perhaps the most effectual of any which 
it was practicable to adopt The only question suggested by 
this transaction to the consideration of Government _ ig__ 
whether upon geneial principles of policy our direct partici- 
pation m the measures of Teform be prudent and advisable, 
and with regard. to this- point His Excellenoy m Council 

entertains considerable doubt 
1 119 sujpta 
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0 

, 3 It is not to be denied that orn interests m that 

quarter would be benefited, and that some evils and racon- 
\ eiueuces would bo precluded by the establishment of an 
efficient system of administration in the country of Putteealah , 
and the good effects which it is calculated to produce on the 
condition of the inhabitants, the tranquillity and good older 
which it must tend to promote, and the general puipose of 
preserving the Prmcipahty fiom nun, give to the measure of 
our interference the attractive charactei of benevolence But 
e\en these "combined mbtives~~of prospective policy and 
immediate good must not be allowed to constitute exclusive 
pnnciples of action They must be held in suboidination 
to other fixed and fundamental lules of eompiehensive policy 
If unrestrained by those rules, it is not easy to assign a limit 
to then practical operation They would be applicable to the 
evils and abuses in every petty Chiefslnp from the Sutledge 
to the Jumna They would wairaut our inteifeience in the 
disputes and distraotions which desolate the moie distant 
States and teintones of Iyenagui, Mehwar, Hmdoostan and 
Dekkan, — dieoideis which may lendily be supposed to compuso 
the elements of futuie danger to the British power, which are 
the fiuitful source of great aud wide-extended misery, and 
therefoio hold foitk to the views of speculative policy motives 
of inteiference founded on considerations of future seciuity, of 
abstract justice and general philanthropy. 

4 With lespect to the case immediately in question, 
His Excellency in Council is of opinion that in a political 
point of view a scrupulous adherence to the principle, which 
we have so often and so solemnly professed, of abstaining from 
all inteiference in the internal administration and concerns of 
the petty States between the Sutledge and the Jumna which 
are placed under the general protection of the British power, 
is of moie importance than the attainment of the benefits 
which a deviation from that principle is exp-x: t I ra j reduce 
in the case under consideration 

6 If it be alleged that the degree c£ jrf-renee v, Lieu 
you piopose to exercise in the affairs cf PmC'—h-h is qualified 
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by tbe intermediate agency of the Chiefs who are the relatives 
"of Saheb Sing and who have solicited your aid , that it is not 
,'likely to be viewed with jealousy 01 alarm by the general body 
‘ of the Chiefs , and that it cannot therefoie operate mutinously 
I to our mteiests whilst it is necessanly pioductive of essential 
i benefit to the country, to its inhabitants and even to the 
Rajah himself — it is to be observed that in whatever degree 
that mterfeience is exercised iu the same degiee it tends to 
diminish the ciedit of our publick piofessions , that to those 
who are hostile to om mteiests, who are disposed to ascribe to 
ns systematick habits of giadnal and insidious encroachment, 
om conduct will he viewed under all the misconceptions of 
malevolence, and without any allowance foi the consideiations 
and the motives by which it has been actuated , that the 
interference of a powerful State in the concerns of a weaker 
is necessarily progressive with relation not only to the latter, 
but to others which are contiguous It involves the guai antes 
of the airangements which it is employed to introduce It 
places the interposing power in connection with some local 
interests and m opposition to others-, and by the natural 
effects of action and reaction the Government which em- 
ployed its influence for the adjustment of those foreign 
concerns is ultimately conuiplled to become the arbiter and 
controuler of the local ays of the Rajan- all its branches, and 
to identifyJ^o-HSht£j£ C7 0 f t j JOse e protected State 
witty in connection -Jith. their 0 p-, ^mixture in tbe concerns 
of orPresident j §yfl is disr'“ t0Ura ^ and unavoidable to an 
interl\ T> ^ ^ ^ of otheis with which (as in the 

preseiW require ^ connected by political or family 

lelationnputteealaij 0 Jy necessaiy gradation a slight departure 
from a jrpose are 7 policy declared by Government^ to be 
f imdamentai\J}le_' immutable terminates m the entire abandon- 
ment of it 

I 

6 Entertaining this view of the subject which you 
have brought under the consideration of Government, you 
will infer that the Vice-President in Council is unwilling to 
conun m the fuitber prosecution of the measures w Inch yon 
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have pioposed, and that, considering a scrupulous and ngid Decree of m 
ndheience to every principle piofessed and formally proclaimed beewrcwedia 
to all the Chiefs placed under our piotection to be mdispen- 111 c affairs of 
sably necessaiy, His Excellency m Couucil is anxious that Patifila * ° 

3 ou should abstainTfronTany^participatiou m the measures of 
leEoim, however necessaiy, _in the State of Putteealah, and 
that you should limit youi interfeience to the mere expression 
of youi advice and recommendation on points that may be 
submitted to your judgment The distinction is obvious 
between the occasional exercise oE the influence of a protecting 
power m seeming to the several ClneEs the enjoyment o£ their 
respectne lights by preventing the usuipation of injustice 
and ambition, and that species of uiteifeieuce which affects 
the internal administration of then teintones and controuls 
their libeity of action within the limits of then legitimate 
jurisdiction in points of legislation, civil and military 
economy The former is the proper and necessaiy office of 
protection , the latter has a tendency to convert piotection 
into contioul and to abndge the lights which we profess to 
maintain 

7 It is siipeifluous to add that although, foi the leason 
llow detailed, the Yice-Piesident in Council diffeis in opinion 
with you legaiding the expediency of the measures which 
you have adopted and proposed for the leforin of the adminis- 
tration of Rajah Saheb Sing, yet His Excellency in Council 
justly appreciates the motives of your conduct and the 
grounds of youi counsel, and considers them to be exclusively 
the result of that zeal and solicitude which you have uni- 
formly manifested for the interests of the publick service 

122 Fi enn N B Edjioxstone, Esquire, Ohief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. 

Ochteriory, Agent, Governor General, Loclhiana, — 
dated the 5th of July 1811 

His Excellence the Yice-President in Conned concludes Proclamation 
that you have received from the Resident at Delhi a copy the b prot«tei° 
of his lettei to my addiess of the 11th ultimo, I am now Sikh chief* 
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directed to transmit to yon the enclose 1 cop} 1 o£ my reply to 
that lettei, and to comey to you tho insti notions to which 
the Ith pniagrnph of it refeis, by stating tho substance of the 
Proclamation which His Excellency in Council deems it 
expedient that }ou should ishic to the Sikh Chieftains 
between the Jumna and the Sutledjre 

2 The Proclamation should commenco by reciting the 
fundamental principle of guarantee which was adopted at 
the timo when those Chieftains were taken under the 
protection of the Bulish Goa eminent, namely that of 
securing them m the possession of the lands which the} 
respoctiaely held antecedent!} to the last incursion of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing into the territory situated between the Jumna 
and the Sutledge The Proclamation should then proceed to 
state that the mteifeience of the British Goa eminent in the 
concerns of the Sikh Chieftains has been regulated entirely 
by that principle , that we desire not to interfere m the 
internal administration of tlicir respective countries , and that 
consequently complaints and representations of the nature of 
those described m the 12th paragraph of Mr Metcalfe’s letter 
of the 11th ultimo haae not been and wall not be attended 
to, but that the preservation of general tranquillity and the 
discharge of the obligations of that protection, which has 
been extended to all, require that we should interpose our 
authority to effect the restitution of lands which, in violation 
of the arrangement originally prescribed, one Chieftain may 
have usurped from another 

3 It may he useful then to specify m succinct terms 
some of the instances in which our interference has been so 
employed 

A It will then be proper to observe that, whereas by 
rendering the mere restitution of tho usurped lands the sole 
penalty of the usurpation, on the one hand an encouragement 
is afforded to the commission of such acts of injustice, since 
the usurper derives the advantage of intermediate possession, 
'Not traceable m the Punjab Records, 
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nnd on tlio oilier complete justice is not done to the injured 
parlv, who in such case incurs a pcrmaucnl loss, and 
whereas Go\ eminent itself has been exposed to the extra- 
ordinary expense of equipping detachments for the purpose 
of tti forcing the orders of restitution which undci the 
expectation of impunity the usurper has been encouraged to 
disregard , foi these reasons it, is declared that in o\ery future 
instance of encroachment Go\ eminent reserves to itself the 
option of not onl\ demanding the repayment of whatever 
collections may have been made from the usurped lands, 
together with a componsition foi any injury that the lands 
or (heir inhabitants may have sustained by tlio transaction, 
but also of imposing a fine upon the usurper to an amount 
adapted to the circumst inces of the case. 

3 You will accordingly be pleased, in communication 
with the Resident at Delhi, to prepare and issue a Proclama- 
tion to the effeet above described, vrith such modifications ns 
may appear to vou to he necessary nnd arc consistent with 
the spirit of it, transmitting of course a copy and translation 
of it for the information of Government 


123 Trom Y B Davowrovr, Esquire, OhicJ Secretaiy to Gov- 
ernment, to Licuiinanl-Ooloncl J) Ociiteklow, Oom- 
viandtiuj at Tjodhuma, — dated the 18th of July 1S11 

1 vvt directed to transmit to you, for your information 
and guidance, the enclosed copy of an extract fiom. the 
proceedings of His Excellency the Vice President in Council 
in the Public Department under dato the 28th ultimo, and to 
desire that you wall, m conformity to the orders therein 
convey ed by the Honourable the Court of Directors, endeavour 
to procure and send to tho Presidency, for the purpose of 
being forwarded to England, some specimens of the Casli- 
mecrcan bleed of 6heep 

2 Ills Excellency the Vice-President in Council under- 
stands that tho breed of sheep pcouliai to Cashmere is of the 
light-tailed hind, and not of the sort termed dooivla, which 
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is common thionghout Afghanistan Conespondmg instruc- 
tions will be also transmitted to the Resident at Delhi 

Extract from the Proceedings of His Excellency the Vice-President 
in Council tn the Public Department, under date the 38th 
June 1811 

Extract from a Public General Letter from the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, dated the 10th October 1810 
* * * * V- 

Paua 2 We have received an application from the Right 
Honourable Sir J ohn Sinclair, Bart , representing that the 
Board of Agriculture are anxious that specimens of the 
Cashmeerean bleed of sheep should be brought over to this 
country and the practicability of their succeeding in Great 
Britain, and, being at all times desirous of affording every 
facility m our powei towards the attainment of any object 
which may prove beneficial to the agricultural and manu- 
facturing interests of this country, we direct that you use 
your best endeavours to accomplish the object in question 

3 We have communicated our washes in this respect 
to Sir Gore Ousely previous to his departure for Persia and 
have requested his particular attention to the subject 

Resolution — Oidered that an extract (paragraphs 2nd and 
3rd) from the foregoing letter from the Honourable Court 
of Directors be recorded m the Political Department, from 
whence the Resident at Delhi and the Officer Commanding at 
Lodhiana will be desired to endeavour to procure, and to send 
to the Presidency for the purpose of being forwarded to 
England, some specimens of the Cashmeerean breed of sheep 

Ordered also that copies of the same paragraphs be sent to 
the Board of Trade, with directions to them to require the 
attention of the Resident at Etayah and Culpee to the 
practicability of obtaining any of those specimens m the 
Upper Provinces or of employing any of the natives of those 
Provinces trading to Cashmere to procure them from thence 
on commission 

C M RICKETTS, 
Secretary to Government 
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124. From Lieutenant Colonel D OellTKitLObi, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General , I/jadeana, to N B Edvozstom:, 
Erquuc, Chief Scoctarii to Government, Political, §c, 
Department, Port WiUtim, — No 103, dated the 30th 
of July 1S1J 

1 Jivvr (lie honor (o acknowledge the receipt of jour letter 
of the 6th Juh, 1 and m ohedience to the commands o£ His 
Ixccllencj the Vice-President m Council, lme prepared an 
explanatory Proclamation, which accompanies this dispatch, 
for the approv il and correction of the Resident at Dehli 

2 ’When I profess (lie sincerest respect for (he talents, 
abilities and judgment with a sentiment of fuendehip and 
affection for Mr Metcalfe almost paternal, Ills Excellencv the 
A lce-Presidcnt in Council w ill not suspect me of any motn e 
which Mr Metcalfe will not approve, if I \cnturo to offei a 
few obsenotions on the 11th and 12th paragraphs of his 
dispatch of the lltli June It is our mutual wish, as it is om 
mutual dutj, to give such accounts of our Sikh proteges as to 
each appears just, hut we take different news of the same 
object, and, as his picture is delineated at Dehli, I beg leave 
to offer inj sketch from Loodeana But, as Mr Metcalfe’s 
was drawn at an carl} period iftcr Ins arinal, I shall fust 
endeavour to account for the impressions which may have had 
an influence on Ins pencil 

.3 In the interval of Mi Motcalfc’6 depaituie from and 
leturn to Dehli some changes had been contemplated oi 
adopted m the 1’olice Department, and tho Sikh Surdars more 
immediately connected with tho British Government weie 
apprehensive that the new system would bo extended to their 
jnghccrs They did not know what to urge agamst the 
measure respecting those districts which they held by grant 
from the British Government, but, though voiy reluctant to 
admit them in eithei, they excited all their influence and 
inteiest to pievent then bciug 6ent into those lands which they 
had neepured during the administration of General Penou, 
and as one means of prevention, without positively asseitrag 

1 122 tupia 
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the fact, tlicy insidiously sought to impress on the minds of all 
the Sikh Yakcels at that Durhar an idea that the introduction 
of a polico into then 3 agheers would soon he followed by their 
establishment m the Piotccted terutory, and this idea uas so 
sedulously inculcated and made so general an impression that 
an assemblage of the southern Chiefs took place at Thunnaser, 
and gave a slight and momenta! y alarm to Colonel Marshall 
until he discovered these idle fears to be tho cause of their 
meeting 


4 This report was intended by the fabricators to induce 
them to make common cause, and it was whilst thi6 absurd 
notion v, as at its height that Mi Metcalfe returned to Delhi 

5 I ha' e bad frequent occasion to report a selfish cunning 
to be a prominent featme m the Sikh character, and I cannot 
help thinking that the complaints and pretended alarms which 
gave use to Mr Metcalfe's report originated m the fears of 
a police, though they would caicfully conceal and abstain from 
hinting at the leal ground of their apprehensions to him 
whom they supposed was to carry the measure into effect 

G That they etill retain some suspicions and alarms I do 
not mean to deny, but they aie of a differeut natuie fiom that 
of mere interference in then internal administration, and to 
lemove them at piesent would be the gieatest eul they could 
suffer, they can only be eradicated by time, which has aheady 
made a poweiful lmprcssiou and must at length foice con- 
i iction. 

7 Prom the moment that the Cis-Sutledgian Sikhs weio 
leleased from all dread of Runjcet Sing's encroachments they 
began to entertain new fears 

8 They never wished a stationary protective foice 
Their aim was only to detei Runjeet from further incursions 
by the terror of the British name and the danger of invading 
temtory under British protection Their first solicitations were 
rejected, and we came when some who were most anxious had 
not only lost then tenor, but bad greatly benefited by his 
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bounty We were considered by some uninvited, unexpected 
and even unwelcome guests, but they did not know bow to 
refuse wbat they had once solicited, and, as a British Army 
was too formidable to resist, and there weie yet many who 
feaied the future visits of the Lahore Chief, Jodh Smg alone 
of all the poweiful Chiefs was the only one who withheld 
his attendance on the advance of my detachment By the 
declaration of protection they acquired all they desired , they 
would have wished to be left to prey upon each other ad 
" Itbilnvi Runjeet, had the force been withdrawn, would soon 
by their conduct or his own have afforded a cause of wai, and 
w hilst we should ha\ e borne all the expenses and encountered 
all the danger, they would have enjoyed the delights of 
immediate plundei, rapine and devastation, and have looked 
to an indemnification for then sei vices in grants of the 
Punjaub 

9 When all these cherished hopes vanished by the treaty 
with Runjeet, and a force being stationed at Loodeana for the 
combined purpose of keeping him in check and contiouling 
their own feuds and depredations, they certainly did, and some 
perhaps still do, indulge other fears, and, as they saw no 
benefit, heard of no tiibute, or any call which could account 
for such unexampled generosity, the yearly began to suspect 
that power and inclination would not be sepaiated, and the 
protection of their country would ultimately teimmate m its 
annexation to the British dominions 

10 Amongst the lower class of the inhabitants it is 
as earnestly wished as anxiously expected, and the suspicion 
sometimes shews itself in the jealousy of the Chiefs , yet, as 
their belief reconciles them to all events, I am of opinion that 
amongst the Surdars it is only a transient or occasional idea, 
and that the interference of the British Go's eminent is 
generally felt and acknowledged as a blessing 

11 If there are a few who think otherwise, it is only 
those who possessmg the means would gratify their inclina- 
tions m the commission of injuries, injustice and crime, and it 

34 
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cannot lin regretted (ln( null mm shmild b^ curbed in lliur 
cutter of pluudci, d< pri datum and oppi r» '-ion 

]*- The court nc meii-tiros hc luxe m^d f,,r Ibe rc^tttu- 
fion of proper! \ linn otil % excited regret in the aggressors, 
w InUt (lie jintic o and dmnl'TosU dn<M*t of f ho (ram n-tion b uc 
c itlio boon opmlj nppl nidi'll or beheld with silent admiration 
and astonishment 

13. The tenor of llio fir^t Proclamation has Isvn, in 
c\or\ me- 1 •nice within mj recollection and m) splwrc of action, 
ngidl} adhered to 

1 f Vakeel': from e\or\ Chief are m attendance both here 
and I belic\c at Dibit, and stupidity could liardH misconstrue, 
or the most dipconlenled ca\il at, the plain t^nns in which 
own case nth ctmg internal ndmitmtrnlion hap been dismissed 

15 "Where Milages or chares of Milages bedong to 
different Snrd.irs I hare thought it a dutj to hear them in the 
piesencc of thur respective Vakeels, and the petU warfare 
which occmrcd in former tunes has been changed for the 
patient and impartial un estimation of light On tlmso point r 
wero I to offer an opinion, 1 should sa) that the} know tho\ 
retpmc, and arc glad to possess, this sort of interference of a 
third disinterested person, wlio acts as an arbitrator and by 
the lnlcncnliou of a salutarj authority soothes that pride 
which would lme flown to arms in support of Ins own 
aillageis, thouglr^he knew their claims unicasonahle, their 
cause unjust and lus force unequal to cope with the superior 
power of his opponent 

1G These arc men who havo benefited largely by the 
munificence of the Bnlish Government. It is these men 
who wish to turn these marks of fax or or reward still further 
to then own advantage , industriously inculcating an idea 
of their importance, influence and interest, they depreciate 
Butish justice , and it is chiefly, if not solely, these men who 
piotend alarms of interference m their internal administration, 
because, under the name and disguise of internal contioul, they 
attempt and hope to rob their relations and dependants with 
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impunity and without investigation, and to annihilate the 
existence of property unless as belonging to themselves. 

17 It is impossible to pass through the country without 
bearing and 6eemg the beneficial effects of oui interference m 
the increased and still increasing agricultural improvement of 
the lands and industry of the inhabitants The farmei sows 
with confidence what he hopes to leap in security, and the 
Chiefs not only deuve the advantages resulting from their 
exei tions, but, as the zemeendars themselves complain, levy 
higher taxes, because they no long-er fear the ejection of their 
own tlianas oi their recouise to a more lenient mastei, that is, 
they now pay neaiei the just value of the produce than they 
formeily would have done 

18 The relations declared to subsist between the British 
Government and the southern Chiefs will not admit of an 
mteiferenee m their internal admimstiation , but, if such a 
controul existed under certain limitations, I am convinced it 
would only tend to the supenoi piospenty of the country and 
the augmentation of the revenues of the very men who 
deprecate its establishment 

19 I hope this long and peihaps unnecessary addiess will 
be lecened by His Excellency with the usual indulgence, and 
I shall only beg the orders of His Excellency on one point, 
which Mr Metcalfe may possibly coriect in the copy of the 
Proclamation this day transmitted, but which I did not find 
easy to effect, not only fiom my imperfect knowledge of the 
Persian, but fiom 6ome doubts as to the propriety of the 
point itself 

20 In mentioning the repayment of all collections and 
the optional fine, I have said, generally, all Surdars on this side 
of the Sutledge, but these encroachments are as likely to be 
made by the Surdars of Bhurtgurh and Goongrana and others 
of Runjeefs jageerdars as by any of our own immediate 
dependants, and supposing such a case to occur it would 
be desirable to receive the oiders of His Excellency the Vice- 
President m Council whethei any or what distinction should 
be made 
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125 . Fiom N B Hdmonstone, Fsquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government , to Lieutenant- Colonel D Ocnrs/iLONr, 
Agent, Governor -Geneial, Lodlnana , — dated the 23rd of 
August 1811 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr dispatch 
No 103, under date the 30th ultimo, 1 m reply to the 
instiuctions of Government contained m my letter of the 5th 
of that month, which prescubed the terms of a Proclamation 
to be issued to the Sikh Chiefs under oui protection, and 
stating your observations with reference to the report from 
the Resident at Delhi of the 11th of June on which those 
instructions weie founded 

2 His Excellency the Vice-President in Council highly 
approves the communication of the remarks contained m your 
dispatch, which satisfactorily account for the impressions 
under which the Resident at Delhi framed his ieport of the 
11th of June, and which appear to His Excellency m Council 
to be founded on a correct view of the condition, and an 
accurate knowledge of the sentiments and character, of the 
Sikh Chiefs 

3 Government is entirely satisfied of the propnety and 
necessity of the degiee of interference exercised thiough your 
agency in the concerns of those Chiefs, and ascribes to you 
the credit of great zeal, discretion, industry and ability in the 
discharge of the difficult and laborious duties which that 
agency imposes on you It was by no means the design 
of Government m directing the Proclamation described m 
my letter of the 5 th of July to abridge the measure of 
interference hitherto exercised The objects of it were to 
preclude the apprehension of that interference being extended 
m a manner calculated to affect the legitimate and acknowl- 
edged rights and independence of the Chiefs within the limits 
of their respective territories, and to discourage, by annexing 
a penalty to, their future encroachments on each other’s 
possessions 


1 124 sujpra 
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4 Although your observations therefore shew the former r 
of these objects to be less mgent than Go\ eminent Inti re.von , M , 
to suppose fiom the representation of tlie Resident at Ddhi, ti. 1 - 
yet, as that part of the presented Pioclnmnlion which npplio- 

to the object in question can only ha\e a tendency to confirm 
the confidence of om dependants, while the second object 
to which it is directed is obuousfj of lmpoitmce, I In 
Excellency in Council is still of opinion that the Proclam it ion 
should be issued 

5 The draft of the Proclamation which ron ln\c 
prepared not having been yet iccoived from the lU^idnit at 

ethi, a reply to the reference contained m llio last p ira-raph 
or your dispatch is necessarily suspended ° 

M f 7 ° f tLls "iH 1*0 (mneinillcd to Vr 
Metcalfe for his information. 

126 From Lieutenant Colonel D Ocnrrro *, Jc ,-, ^ 
nor-Ge»eral, Lodhana, to N JJ L^joi:o r / ' 

Chef Secretary to Government _X> irr ? 3 * 

6th jI ^ 0 ^ } ° Ur ,CtU,r0f 

to the Resident of Delhi f 01 approrl^ PrCU ° US,y Ecnt lt *a 

Enclosujt to 2 2(5 
On the 3rd of M ay j o ri0 

Beve * Articles, was K J 7 , aU Ilhl ^-nand e - 

meat > Parting that tl * ^ ° ld ° rs o£ BrirV- V, - * 

Rm J“‘ ^ “"fc their 

possessions of th 6 a h 0Te g p t!ul ~' J «ira or'; , 

ttat tlie BntisR Goier— 


* i a 

r 1 * 

1 *> e'l 
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had no intention of claiming petshlmh or nnzerana , and that 
they should continue m the full controul and enjoyment of 
their respective possessions The publication of the above 
Ittillah-nameli it as intended to afford eveiy confidence to the 
Surdars that the protection of the country was the sole 
object , that they had no intention of conti oul , and that 
those having possessions should remain m full and complete 
enjoyment thereof 

Wheieas several zemeendars and other subjects of the 
Chiefs of this country have preferred complaints to the 
officers of the British Government, who, having m view the 
tenor of the above Iitillah-nameh, have not attended, and will 
not in future pay attention, to them , foi instance on the 15th 
June 1811 Dellawei All Khan of Samana complained to the 
Resident of Delhi against the officers of Rajah Saheb Sing 
for jewels and other property said to have been seized by 
them, who in reply observed that “the cusba of Samana 
being in the amuldary of Rajah Saheb Sing, his complaint 
should be made to him ” , and also, on the 12th July 
1811, Dussoundha Sing and Goormook Sing complained to 
Colonel Ochterlony, Agent to the Governor-General, against 
Surdar Churrut Sing for their shares of property, &c , and m 
reply it was written on the back of their nr zee “ that since 
during the period of three years no claim was preferred 
against Churrut Smg by any of his brothers, nor even the 
name of any co-partner mentioned, and since it was advertized 
in the It till ah nameh delivered to the Surdars that eveiy Chief 
should remain in the quiet and full enjoyment of his domains, 
their petition could not be attended to ” The insertion of 
these answers to complaints is intended as examples, and also 
that it may he impressed on the minds of every zemeendar an c ] 
other subjects that the attainment of justice is to be expected 
from their respective Chiefs only, that they may not m the 
smallest degree swerve from the observance of subordination 
It is therefore highly incumbent upon the Rajahs and 
other Surdars on this side of the river Sutledge that they 
explain this to their respective subjects and court their 
confidence, that it may be clear to them that complaints 
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127 Fiom N D. Edit onstone, Esquue, Chief Secretary to 
Government, to Lieutenant- Colonel D Ocuterloxt, 
Agent, Governor- General, Lodhiana, — dated the 27th of 
September 1811 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No 105, 1 enclosing a copy and translation of the Proclama- 
tion to the Sikh Chiefs framed according to the instructions 
of Government communicated to you in my dispatch of 
the 5th of July, and to signify to you His Excellency the 
Vice-President in Councils approbation of the tenor of it 


2 With reference to the question stated m the last 
paragraph of your dispatch of the 30th of July, an answei to 
which was suspended until the receipt of a copy of the 
Proclamation, I am instructed to observe that a Proclamation 
issued on the basis of the authority derived from the relations 
of protection and dependence established between the British 
Government and certain of the Chiefs whose territories are 
situated between the Sutledge and the Jumna, cannot prop- 
erly be rendered applicable to those n ho are acknowledged to 
be the dependants of the Rajah of Lahore and that upon 
general pimciples of public law, in the case which yon have 
supposed of encroachments on any of our dependants by those 
of the Pa] ah of Lahore, we have to look to the Rajah for 
rediess and compensation , consequently it is unnecessary to 
express m the Proclamation any distinction between the two > 
classes of dependants If any such case should arise, you wil j. 
of course convey the requisite remonstrance to the Rajah ol : 
Lahore, hut you will at the same time report the circumstances* 
of the ease for the orders and instructions of Government 


’ 126 supra 
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me respecting the number of my escoit, if I appeared inclined 
to bung only a small paity, but to contuvo to intimate 
that the laiger it ivas the gieatci would be 1 the compliment, 
I changed my lesolution, and oideicd the whole of the 
Light Company of the 1st Battalion 13th and a Jemmadar 
and 30 from the same company of the second, to which, at 
tho desue of the Rajah’s Yalreel, I added one of the gallopers 
of the 7th Caialry as being paiticulaily mentioned in 
Bhowany Doss’ instructions, and one of the things he had the 
greatest cuiiosity to see, 

2 I left Loodeana yesterday and arrived at this place 
(Phugwara) this morning, but the interval between the 
Lala’s aruval and my depaituie was so entuely occupied by 
the necessaiy attentions to Rajahs Bhang Sing and Juswunfc 
Sing aud Bhae Loll Sing, who arrived at Loodeana at the 
same time on then way to the mamage, that I could not till 
this moment make the necessary lepovt foi His Lordship’s 
information 

3 Just as I was mounting my hoi so yesteiday to cross 
the Sutledgo, Hameei Sing returned again from the Rajah of 
Putteealah, by whom he had been sent express to entreat me to 
send my Head Moonshy to lnm at Syfabad, to assuie me every 
hour convinced him moie fully of the folly of Ins late conduct, 
and that he was willing and most desirous to give me the most 
solemn pledge in Ins power that he would not ho again misled 
or deceived or evei act so contrary to his own interests as to 
displace the Ranee Aus Kooui, hut that without my raterfei- 
ence he could not divest himself of appiebension or return to 
Putteealah 

4, I told Hameer Sing to say to the Rajah that I had 
pledged myself not meiely foi his safety, but that he should 
not hear one word of complaint , that in the course of three 
years I had never once deceived him, but bad umfoimly 
and disinterestedly offered him on all occasions my best 
advice , and that I was certain he had sufficient judgment to 
understand clearly that bis best interests weie my only object, 
Hetheiefme had had sufficient expeuenct of mj disposition 
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1 1 place an entire lehanoc on whatc\oi I wrote or paid, but. 
(lint on m\ pirt lie must be sensible T Inti no reason to gne 
nn conlulence to an\ assurances of lap, \erlnl or written, and 
lint I could now onh repeat wlnt 1 Ind said before, and 
~ ould not m am sh ipe interfere in Ins concerns until I 
tnnld be mere curiam of the permanency of bn resolution? 

* r ) Hamper Sing heard m - *, I observed, with great con- 
cern and unpatielic', and peeimd often to vvnb to interrupt 
me, but when I bad concluded bo mul (be strongest entreaties 
(bat 1 would relent uni sa\o (be It aj from nun , tint 1 should 
r< fleet on the Wiabnc-p of the Kai ib, who was realh good, 
though b tide to be misled, nnd not master of hi? own actions , 
that to gratifi bun at this moment was to ensure the duration 
of (be Ham s oontroul, which was not onl\ Ins wish, but the 
d"-ire of c\erv one who like bun bad grour old m the service 
of the ftmilv and bad no sinister purposes to seno , that ho 
would not urge nn to go m\ self or to sen 1 Burkut All Khan, 
as I w is gung (a the marriage, but if 1 would send the lowest 
of in\ / titilmi'qnn morel \ to gne to the Uajali the requisite 
eonlid>nce, be lnpel lie would return to 'Putlcealab nnd tho 
business of the (,o\< rmnent would go on, and be added that, 
i< I bid c died Kurni Sing im son, lie was persuaded that 
tin aequi Venice wmdd oblige both him and 1ns mother 

0 After a long discussion, 1 at length consented that 
Abdool isubl>\ Khan, an under Moonsh^, sbonld return with 
bun on m\ pirt to assure bun (bat be might iclum to 
Pulteeilali without apprehension, but that respecting the 
id umistration the Kajah was at libeity to make what choice 
lie pleased, but if it was fixed on the Banco Aus Koour Iio 
would best shew the stability of Ins rcsohes by deferring the 
business for a month or six weeks , and, to gne him full time 
for consideration, I declined to roccne and returned a written 
engagement which Hamcer Sing bad brought with him, and 
in exchange gaa c him ono from tho Banco and Misser Noudah 
which had been sent mo, and by which they promised on oath 
the strictest adherence to bis w isbes nnd obedience to Ins 
orders 
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7 As it began, bowevei, by stating that tbe Maharajah 
"having lemstated them/-’ I gave Abdool Nubby the strictest 
injunctions to explain to the Eajah that their obedience 
■would not be conditional, and if he desired to remove the 
Ranee it might be effected by the slightest intimation of his 
wishes and without any act of violence on his pai t 

8 I have not had an oppoitumty of conversing with 
the otbei Chiefs on this subject, but I have the strongest 
reason to believe that, if His Lordship should be pleased to 
honoi my lecommendation with his sanction, it would be con- 
sidered by Rajah Bbaug Smgh and Bliye Lall Singh a 
laudable and most salutary interference, and if Juswunt Smgli 
has any objections there am none he could venture to urge, 
spunging as they must do from his connection with the Ranee 
Khem Kooui, or a desire through her influence of enriching 
himself at the expense of the Putteealab tieasury, if not the 
alienation of some of its possessions 

9 If therefore the Rajah should again call upon me, I 
beg leave to repeat my urgent solicitations for His Lordlisip's 
permission, under the strongest and most concientious belief 
of the Rajah lnmself, whilst it would promote the interests of 
the British Government 


129 From 0 T Metcalfe, Esquire, Resident at Dehit, to 
Lieutenant- Colonel D Ochterl one, Agent , Governor- 
General, Loodeana, — dated the 30th of January 1812 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of instructions from 
Government, from which you will perceive that it is considered 
desirable to ascertain, as soon as possible, whether Rajah 
Runjeet Sing be disposed to allow Mr. Moorcroft to travel 
over the Punjaub m quest of horses, or otherwise 

2. Conceiving that in your present situation you may 
have favorable opportunities of ascertaining this point, I take 
the liberty of recommending the subject to your attention. 
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130 From Lieutenant- Ooloncl D OciiTrniosr , Agent, Gover- 
nor-General, Loodcana, to 0 T Mitcjlfe, Esquire, 
Resident at Dchh, — dated the 10th of February 
1813 

I iuve much pleasuto m acquainting' jou of the ready 
acquiescence of Runjeot Sing to Mr Moorcioft’s proposed visit 
to Lahoie and to extend his trip to Dhunny Gheeb, which 
produces the finest breed of borses m the Punjaub, and I have 
no doubt should Mr Moorcroft on personal enquiry find any 
other place or places worth} of his attention for the purchase 
of lioises that Runjeet Sing’s permission will not be with- 
held 

It will, however, obviate delay if Mr Moorcroft would 
wnte to me from Debit fixing the day of his arrival at 
Loodeana, which will enable Runjcet to issue the necessary 
instructions to the Officer Commanding at Philour 

I beg leav e also to mention that Runjeet intends to -v ibit 
Huidwar with a thousand hoiso m the month of Bj/salh or 
earlier, and has requested me to have the necessary permission 
in leadiness should bo determine to carry this resolution into 
effect 

I shall in the course of a few days address Government 
on this subject, but shall feel personally obliged by jour 
making this intimation without delay if I am mistaken in 
supposing that your sanction and the customary purioanas for 
lus accommodation are all that are required, should bis trip 
take place before an answer can be received from the 
Presidency 

131 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D Ochterloxt, Agent, Gover- 
nor-Genet al, Lodhiana , to N E Edmonstone, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No. 119, dated the 37th 
of February 1813, 

1 have the honor to report my return to this post 
yesterday 

2 During the whole of my march to TJmritser I 
experienced the good effect of Runjeet’s orders m the attention 
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of bis people to tbe wants of my escort m the ready supply 
of grass, wood, &c , and on my arrival there waB received 
with maiked respect, by his sending Futteh Sing and his 
Dewan, Mohkum Chund, to meet me at a considerable dis- 
tance, and coming himself when about half a mile fiom my 
camp. 

3 During my stay he seemed to seek occasion to 
express his confidence m and good-will towaids the Bntish 
Government and his personal respect and regard for myself 

4 On our return to Umntser after the celebration 
of the marriage he renewed his invitation to me to visit 
Lahore to see that city, the Royal Gaidens, and the tomb 
of Jehangeer, and whilst there sent one of his confidential 
servants to see that we received every respect aud attention, 
pointing out other places which he thought we might be 
desirous to see, and which might afford us amusement aud 
piotract our stay, which he expressed a wish might he during 
the Ilooly festn al 

5 It appealed to me, howevei, moie advisable not to 
seem anxious to piolong our stay, and I contuved to have it 
hinted to him that, a6 we did not enter into the gaieties of 
the llooly with all that spirit and hilarity which they did, 
I should only lemain m comphanoe with his entreaties, hut 
would prefer his acquiescence to my immediate return, which, 
having seen all I wished, I should solicit the day following 

6 In consequence of this intimation he acceded im- 
mediately to my request without affecting to press me to 
remain, evincing m this last, as m eveiy pievious, act the 
utmost attention to my wishes 

7, It may not he deemed improper to offei such 
observations as occurred to me during my late intercourse with 
Runjeet to the notice and consideration of the Right Hon’ble 
the Governor-General in Council, m which I shall endeavour 
to divest my mmd from any bias it may have received fiom 
his great attention and fiom oft-repeated expressions of 
personal lespect, Runjeet’s ambition is as unbounded as his 
rapacity, and both incline him to annihilate the power of 
Fitteh Smg, Jodh Sing, and his mother-in-law Sudda Kooui, 
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wlio alone he affects to acknowledge as Siudars, terming all 
other Chiefs m the Punjaub his seivants, and, though, each 
of these aie as subservient to him as ambition might require, 
his avarice demands more, and as his confidence mci eases in 
the non-interference of the British Government their fall may 
b9 expected They are aware of his designs, but have not 
sufficient dependence on each other to foim a league against 
him, and have no hopes that their union would have a 
beneficial lesult against his formidable battalions and artil- 
lery His mind seems at present bent on an attempt on 
Cashmere, and it is I think probable that he will wait a 
year or two trying the forbearance of the British Government 
by these distant expeditions before he will venture to crush 
them entirely From his conversations, m which he spoke 
with great candor of his failure on Mooltan, I should judge 
that he will wait an increase of power and resources before 
he makes another attempt on the fortress, but the Subadar 
must make lnm large remittances or expect the annual 
devastation of the country. 

8 If Itunjeaf s opinions are decisively formed on any 
one subject they are on his utter inability to contend with 
the British arms , but the more firm this belief the more 
he is inclined to doubt the pacific intentions of the British 
Government, whose forbearance is to him incomprehensible, 
and these doubts are constantly kept alive by the Dewan 
Mohkum Chund and others, who I am inclined to suspect 
really feel the appiehensions they endeavour to instil 

9 It is only when coming from such quarters that Run- 
jeet pays the least attention , for he moie than once expiessed 
himself as fully aware that there weie those who wtshed a 
ruptuie between the two States, and prided himself on his 
own' superior sagacity and prudence which had rejected their 
advice and opinions Even the Dewan does not seem to have 
a great influence, though he treats his counsel with respect, 
supposing it well intended Of this I hope I shall be pardoned 
for giving an instance. I received one day an intimation 
that he intended to nde on the banks of the Ravee m the 
evening, and a request that I would accompany him, which 
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I did, Tnd wc together inspected the exercise of Ins Telinga 
Corps and two Sikh battalions (which he 1ms raised and is 
now training as he says tho Toliugas aie too apt to desert), 
nud aftei the inspection ho invited me into an outwork by 
which he has connected the old Palace with tho Jameh 
Musjid, and pointed out to mo tho woiks he had made and 
those ho intended I was surprised, on receiving the next 
day’s nowspaper, to observo that tho Dcwan and Gunda 
Sing, Safco, had that i cry morning remonstrated with him on 
his too great confidence aud seeming attachment to me Ho 
first said that I seemed a good kind of man, and spoke 
otkciwisc faiorably, but on their observing that such was our 
nay, that wc only conciliated favoi to deceivo, and requesting 
him to be more on Ins guard, lie leplied that he had invited 
mo to Lalioie and must now show me e\eiy attention, but if 
they hnd gnen their advice bcfoie, he would not have asked 
me to come there 

10 It would have been improper to have taken advan- 
tage of Ins hospitality to examine the woiks too minutely, 
and all I can say is from a meio glance, that ho has built and 
is building a \cry thick wall aud rampart under the city with 
a deep and bioad ditch, and that tho palace is m like manner 
surrounded by a very deep and broad ditch, tho whole faced 
with brick and tho earth thrown inward, so as to form a \ ery 
broad rampart with bastions at intervals at a considerable 
distance from the palace walls and in the nature of a lampart 
or faussc brayc in the foits of Hmdoostnn, but, if I am not 
mistaken, is very much commanded from the city side by 
heaps of old ruins which it will lequire gieat labor and 
expense to removo. 

11 I must trust to that indulgence which I have so 
of ton expenenced from His Lordship m Council if I now 
venture to tiespass beyond the limits of my duty and with 
great diffidence suggest an idoa foimed on no inattentive 
observation of Itunjeet himself aud some tnflmg knowledge 
of tho policy of the natives in general At this moment when 
our European enemy has been expelled fiom every possession 
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in the East, when we are not aware of any reverse of fortune 
m Europe, and when there is no expectation of any invasion 
of our Asiatic dominions from the north-west, I would wish 
to propose to Runjeet the junction of a large British army 
with his own troops to repel the mvadere, with such sub- 
sidiary piopositions as His Lordship in his wisdom may 
think conducive to the object It cannot be difficult to find 
arguments to prove to Runjeet that his own interests are 
deeply connected with ours should 6uch an e\cnt occur, and 
I feol confident not only of his acquiescence, but that such a 
proposition, by showing him clearly how our interests were 
united, would of itself serve to dispel his suspicions If he 
joined us cordially wo might lely greatly on the country for 
our supplies The greatest difficulty would perhaps be m 
getting lnm to relinquish pro tempore any places of strength 
m which we could store them , nor indeed does my informa- 
tion extend to a knowledge of what strongholds ho possesses 
which would answer for such a purpose In my late tour I 
did not see a fort which in my judgment would arrest a 
Erench army three days, but it could not escape me that 
for mere temporary purposes the Tomb of Jehangeer and its 
enclosure would contain gram and liquors sufficient for a 
month's expenditure of a laige army 


12 When, however, I say that I feel confident of 
Runjeefs acquiescence in any such proposition at the present 
moment, I do not mean to assert that if the necessity occurred 
he would co-operate coidially or abstain from the usual tem- 
porising policy of the natives m corresponding with the 
enemy and assuring them of his good wishes, that in case 
of adverse fortune to us he might have a retreat for himself , 
but I think he would suppose his interests to be with us till 
that adverse fortune occurred, and to be allowed to meet the 
enemy in his country would be a great advantage gained 

IS. If, as I have ventured to suppose, Runjeet should 
enter into such engagements as His Lordship may deem 
beneficial, one reason with him for so doing will be the 
distance and impiobabibty of such an event occurring , but 
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x£ it should occur it gives us a positive right to enter the 
Punjaub, and it must depend on his own conduct and his own 
observance of his engagements whether we tieat him as a 
fiiend or enemy , and, though it would doubtless be desirable 
to have him and his adherents on our side, I did not see 
anything m my late excursion which led me to think they 
would ho a veiy formidable aid to om European enemy 

14) On the 10th instant I had the honor of informing iutention of 
the Resident of Dehli of Runjeet’s ready acquiescence in Mi ^procied'fo 1 
Moorcroft’s proposed visit and in the same letter mentioned his Hardwdr 
intention of pioeeedmg with a thousand horse to Hurdwar 
in the month of Bysalft Although he did not seem deter- 
mined to carry this intention into effect, I should he glad 
to receive the early instructions of the Right Hon’blo the 
Goi ernor-G-eneral in Council on this subject, and to know 
whether His Lords hip would approve my accompanying him 
should he repeat his mutations to this effect 

15. I have again to entreat His Lordship’s indulgence for Expenditure 

the above hurried but well intended observations, and shall coioneTo'ch- 

now come to the most disagreeable result of my journey, teriony ou Ins 
, , „ , , ° , ,, . , , -r visit to 

which will be found in the accompanying bul for which I Lahore 

haie this day drawn on the Resident of Dehli, and can only 

assure His Lordship, whilst I regret the extent of the amount, 

that I did everything m my power to lessen it as much as 

possible But, though I went only as an individual and so far 

as he knew unsanctioned by Government, I found I could 

not give less than Rs 5,000 as a marriage offering when 

the Rajahs Bliaug Sing and Juswunt Smg gave ten thousand 

each and Bhye Lall Smg seven thousand, besides very good 

elephants. 

16 Besides this expense, which was beyond what I had 
expected m itself, I had also to receive, being our first meet 
mg, a visit from Runjeet, who was so unconscionable as to 
burden me with the company of no less than fourteen of hit 
Surdars, confidential servants and officers It is the custom 
on all these occasions to send daily a sum of money to every 
guest for this daily seafut from my arrival at, until our 
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return to, Umritsor after the celebration of the marriage I 
have given ciedit, as well as for the articles received by 
myself, hut they still jlcavo a heat ler balance than I had any 
idea of when I solicited leave to accept the invitation, and 
whioh I can only say I found absolutely unavoidable. 

Enclosure to 131. 

The Hon’blc Company — Dr 

Its A P, 

To expenses incurred at the celebration 
of the marriage of the son of Mali a 
Rajah Runjeet Sing 19,877 5 9 

Deduct cash and value of presents re- 
ceived 12,136 0 0 

Balance . . 7,741 5 9 


132 From, Lieutenant- Colonel D OcnTEiaot,r, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeana, to N B Edvoxstone, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No 120, dated the 
29th of February 1812 

Since transmitting my dispatch No 119 it has occurred 
to me that a more particular detail of receipts 1 and expendi- 
ture on my late visit to Lahore may be thought necessary 
and proper I therefore do myself the honor of presenting an 
account of particulars for His Lordship’s notice, consideration 
and approbation 

2 I likewise omitted to mention that Runjeet Sing 
veiy earnestly repeated to me his desire to obtain permission 
to purchase 500 muskets %n, and a passport for then unin- 
terrupted conveyance through, the Company’s territory I 
told him what I had before written, that I did not believe 
such a number were procurable even m Calcutta, but, as he 
very often introduced this subject and expressed great anxiety, 
I promised to address Government on the subject to request 
that my agents in Calcutta might be allowed to purchase 
and send me that number on his account 

1 Not traceable in the Panjab BecQrde 
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8 I do not know whether His Lordship may think the 
friendship of Runjeet so important as to deem it worthy of 
such an expense, hut I am confident that it would be the most 
acceptable piesent that could be made him, and I therefore 
take the liberty to mention that bis wants might be easily 
supplied by authorising me to indent on the Dehli Magazine , 
but if this should not be deemed proper and muskets are pur- 
chasable at the Presidency, I have the honor to request His 
Lordship will be pleased to sanction the purchase of that 
numbei and to grant the necessary passports for their passage 
to Loodeana 

4 In making this request I perhaps show too great a 
desire to comply with the wishes of the Chief of Lahore, and 
it may not reflect much credit on my discernment that I 
show much anxiety on this subject, but I must confess that, 
looking forward to possible events, I do attach considerable 
importance to the acquirement of his entire confidence and 
good-will by every means m our power, at the same time 
that I believe the indulgence requested will rather dimmish 
than increase his means of annoyance should he ever be so 
disposed, as his resources, though greatly increased, are not 
so abundant as to afford an augmentation of Infantry without 
a considerable reduction of Ins Horse, 


133. From N. B Edvqnstqve, Esqmie , Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant- Colonel L 
OcnTEELONr, Agent, Governor-General, Lodhiana, — dated 
the 20th of March 1812 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
No 119, dated the 27th ultimo 1 

2 Your report of the distinguished marks of atten- 
tion and respect with whioh you weie treated during your 
excursion to the Punjaub and of Rajah Runjeet Sing’s 
deportment towaids you is highly satisfactory to the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Oounoil, as they afford 
unquestionable evidence of the Rajah’s solicitude to cultivate 
the friendship of the British Government, and of the complete 

1 J31 tuj>ra. 
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eradication from his mind of every sentiment of jealousy 
and suspicion with regard to the views and disposition of 
that Government , and His Lordship m Council has great 
pleasure in ascribing this desirable condition of our relations 
with Runjeet Sing in a material degree to the prudence and 
ability with whioh you have discharged the duties of your 
situation at Lodhiana and with which you conducted yourself 
on your late visit to the Rajah 

8 Your observations respecting the character, the views, 
the power and situation of Runjeet Smg are considered to be 
valuable and important, and His Lordship in Council conceives 
that your visit has been productive of material benefit to the 
publick interests. 

4 The Governor-General m Council entirely approves 
your having submitted to his consideration the arrangement 
described in the 11th, 12th and 13th paragraphs of your 
dispatch, and wishes you to understand that he is at all times 
desirous of receiving from the officers of Government an 
unreserved communication of their sentiments on questions 
within the sphere of their observation and experience His 
Lordship in Council, however, entertains considerable doubts 
of the expediency of conveying to the Rajah the proposition 
which you have suggested He is disposed to infer from the 
character and disposition of the Rajah that the political 
connection with the State of Lahore is not at present suscep- 
tible of any other improvement than that which arises from 
the progressive confirmation of the Rajah’s confidence in our 
justice, moderation and friendship, and that it would not be 
prudent to incur the hazard of losing this advantage (which 
Government apprehends might be the effect of any proposition 
for a change m our existing political relations) by prosecuting 
a negotiation of which the Buccess must certainly be considered 
doubtful, and which has reference to very distant and precari- 
ous events , whilst even the accomplishment of its immediate 
object would not probably secure to us any advantages not 
attainable at a season of exigency, if the interests of the 
Rajah should incline him to afford them, — advantages which 
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in. a contrary case lie would certainly counteract without regard 
to the obligation of his antecedent engagements 


8 The Resident at Dehh. has reported to Government Desire of 
the desire of the Rajah to visit Hurdwar, and the Resident 
has been instructed, m the event of the Rajah’s fulfilling Kardwdr 
that intention, to manifest towards him every possible demon- 
stration of regard and attention I am directed to add, 
however, that in the same event His Lordship m Council 
deems it highly advisable that you should accompany the 
Rajah, not only with a view to do him honor and to facilitate 
his progress with every degree of convenience, but also to be a 
channel of communication between the Rajah and any of the 
officers of Government through whose jurisdiction he may have 
occasion to pass, and to prevent or adjust any disputes that may 
occur between his people and the inhabitants of the country 


0 The Governor-General m Council considers the ex- 
penses incurred by you on your visit to the Rajah to be as 
moderate as was practicable consistently with political objects, 
and has directed the charge to be passed 
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134. From J Hoackton, Esquire, Persian Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, to Lieutenant- Colonel D OcnTEitLonr, Agent, 

Governor- General, Lodhiana, — dated the 16th of April 
1812 

Having submitted to Government the appbcation of the Supply of 
Rajah of Lahore for peimission to purchase BOO muskets, com- tll0 
mumcated in your private letter to my address of the 27th of Lahore 
December last, and also a similar application conveyed through 
the Rajah’s Envoy, Baba Mihr Buksh, I am directed to 
inform you that, as the exportation of arms is prohibited by 
the Regulations of Government, the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General m Council prefers supplying the arms from 
the pubbo storeB to granting permission for the purchase of 
them in the market of Calcutta, and that orders have accord- 
ingly been issued to the Commissary at Agra to furnish from 
the Arsenal of that place 500 muskets, complete with bayonets 
and ramrods, the expense of which, amounting to Sicca 
rupees 14,500, is to be charged to Rajah Runjeet Sing 
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2 You will be pleased to communicate with the Com- 
missary of Stores at Agra on the subject of the safest and 
most expeditious mode of transporting the anus to Lodhiana, 
■whence they may be conveyed to Lahore under charge of Baba 
Mihr Buksh, who loft the Presidency on the 3rd instant on 
his return to that capital 

135. From Lieutenant- Colonel D Ocuterlont, Agent, Gov- 
ernor- General, Loodcana, to N B Edvo^sto^e, 
Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Political De- 
partment, — No 128, dated Camp Putteealah, the 8th of 
May 181 2i 

Leaving Loodeana strongly impressed with an opinion of 
the tiactability of Rajah Saheb Sing's disposition and of his 
sincerity m the negotiations with the Ranee, 1 supposed I 
should only have to inspire him with confidence, and to 
counteract tho designs of a selfish party that it was not at all 
necessary to lessen the influence and authority of the Rajah, 
but only to render it of use and benefit by giving him 
ministers who, having an interest in the prosperity of his 
country, would have only to point out to him the advantages 
to be derived from any new regulation to ensure his con- 
currence and support. 

2 These opinions were founded on the experience of the 
past administration of the Ranee, who, abstaining from all 
interference in matters where she knew him to be uncontroul- 
able, such as his elephants and private expenses, had contrived 
to introduce greater order in the country at large, and had 
been particularly successful in the Revenual Department 

3 By throwing money into his treasury she seemed to 
have excited a desire to economize, and whilst I trusted to 
time and her influence to improve these sentiments, I came 
forward boldly with propositions which, so far from limiting 
the authority of the Rajah, gave him more than I hope he 
would ever exercise, and more than he had ever seemed to 
desire 

4 It was consequently long before I even suspected 
that the opposition I met sprang from any other source than 
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the suggestions of an interested faction or from absurd 
apprehensions of attempts upon bis life I knew the latter to 
be gioundless, unjust and preposterous, whether applied to the 
Ranee's party 01 the othei , but unpiepaied for cunning or 
falsehood in him, I listened to them with ciedulity and 
commiseration, and gave him every possible assurance of his 
safety and security It is only lately I have had reason to 
suspect that these fears were mere pretexts for evasion and 
delay , that the negociations carrying on with the Ranee were 
never for the purpose of her reinstatement m the manage- 
ment , that, if they went further than a desire to effect a real 
reconciliation and secure an oblivion of injury, it was to lull 
her into confidence and security in order to place her, the 
Misser and Moonsliy Kislien Chund in restraint, if not to be 
carried to greater and more atrocious consequences 

5 The latter part has been hinted as a suspicion, but a 
pai ty from whom the insinuation is received is not entitled to 
credit, and the only corroboration they offer in support of it 
is the circumstance of Rajah Bhaug Sing's being requested 
to effect the Ranee's return without the intervention of Sody 
Soorjun Sing, and this request I have reason to believe was 
never made , it is domed by Bhaug Sing, and, beside the 
impossibility of his calling on me for such a purpose, it is 
certain that all the Rajah's negociations before my arrival were 
in concert with the Sody, and I only mention it to shew the 
depravity of the people I have to deal with and what falsehoods 
thoy will be guilty of at the moment that they will suffer the 
more probable fact to escape them m saying that the Ranee 
was to be recalled and reconciled for the purpose of occasionally 
holding out her reinstatement m ferroi em There appears to 
be more truth m the assertion that Saheb Sing never seriously 
intended the restoration of the Ranee to power Daring the 
fiist part of her administration he was pleased with its good 
effects, and he was gratified by the extraordinary creams ta nee 
of having money at command, instead of anticipating iu= 
levenue on every occasion by lunkhai on his Tillage , but the 
insidious praises bestowed on her management by tnose who 
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undeistood lm disposition soon effected their purpose and 
excited the jealousy which caused her dismissal, which prevails 
m all its force at the present moment, and -which has hecn 
6tiengthened and confirmed by the object of my mission 

6 It is this jealousy as a predominant passion, operating 
on a weak or rather an insane mind, which opposes me at ciery 
step, and, though those principals who first excited the flame 
aie withdrawn (if they are truly withdrawn or even neutral) 
it is easy'- to find fuel to keep it alne, and eicn my own 
exertions must bare that tendency m pioportion as their object 
is to promote the welfare of his country or Ins individual 
ad\ milage through the supenntendency of the Ranee, 

7 To this penerse passion may he attributed the secret 
and positive oiders to Goordeal to throw e\ cry possible obstacle 
m the way of ini estigation, to bring forwaid complaints of 
oppressive demands , to this may he ascribed his having 
gnen assignments to a greater amount than last assessment, 
to prevent the sums reaching the treasury and thereby coming 
to my knowledge, and to this is owing the more effectual 
measuie of discontinuing the luicheny and the transaction of 
business. The two last measures demanded immediate atten- 
tion, and In the evening of yesteidny I sent him the letter of 
which No 1 is a translation, 1 and which about 7 o'clock 
produced a v lsit 

8, I received him with the greatest coolness, and when 
he began to talk as usual of his obedience and anxiety 7 to carry 
into effect the wishes of the British Government I told lum 
that I was no longer to be deceived by words , that, unprepared 
for so much artifice and cunning m him, I had hitherto been 
too credulous, but I was now fully acquainted with his con- 
duct, his intentions and Ins motives , and I requested he would 
never talk to me again on this subject, as it was my intention 
that all business should be done m writing and transmitted to 
the Sudder, u ho would judge of his conduct and mine He 
again assuied me eveiythmg should be done, requested my 
hand, and declared I was his best friend (Iloorulbee) I 
1 Not traceable in tbe Punjab Records, 
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declined to give him mj hand, and told him I was only the 
fuend of those who obeyed tho orders of Government If 
(he said) I comph with the oiders, willyonr kindness return? 
I answered that when I had no ]ust cause of complaint per- 
haps it might, but it would not he aeiy easy now to efface 
the sentiments he had excited, which weie totall}' changed 
from what they had been when I supposed him really influ- 
enced by bid men and foolish appiehensions , that he had 
pitied hib part %crj well, and decened me long, but it could 
not be done again , and I told him he might suppose his object 
ier\ secret, but I knew of Ins orders to Goordeal to obstruct 
nil business [roulu luma), the pretended flight of Goo3ar 
Sing, which was only until his permission and license to 
make collections fiom Ins own country and in short of eveiy- 
tliing that he wished to keep from me , and I could now only 
tell him tint 1 roqutied a w niton reply to my letter, and 
tint I was detei mined not to leaae Putteenlnk till I saw' a 
suie prospect of the future good government of his country 

0 To effect this, howeier, and m any degree to cleanse 
this Augean Stable will be, I feai, impracticable without a 
certain autlioritalnc uilci ferencc 111 internal dotails, which I 
bad nc\er contemplated whilst unacquainted with the motnes 
of his conduct, and whilst I supposed it only necessary to 
eicct bad men from his councils and place able and upiight 
men about lnm, who need only shew him advantages to 
secure his concurrence and leceive his support, at least so far 
as to issue his pnneavas for the purpose required This 
hope no longer ousts, and m its room I have only the 
lamentable ceitamty of bis encouraging and rejoicing in every 
circumstance which thwarts the Ranee m liei attempts at? 
improi ement, though ruinous to himself Permit me here to 
pause and ask His Loidship in Council what I can do wuth a 
man who has actually ordered two Corps of Boys to be 
maintained at an expense of a rupee a day, to be clothed in 
broadcloth, who selected two parties of these boys and ordered 
their little guns to be actually loaded with pieces of lead and 
iron, and to confront and fne on each other as representations 
of a British Army and Runjeet’s, and will His Lordship 
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believe that was really done, and two of the boys so much 
wounded as to be earned off: the field of action ? 

10 To me, on the spot, it appeared 6o incredible that I 
positively refused my belief, and I now wnte it on the most 
positive conviction of the fact. 

11, It has been proved to me that he gave ten lupees 
to one who was wounded m the thigh and five to one who was 
shot through the calf of the leg, and that this madman, 
always apprehensive of dangei to himself, looked on from an 
uppei window whilst these children weie to butcher each othei 
in play 

12 As I cannot expect the Right Honorable the Gover- 
nor-Geneial will condescend to bestow his attention on all the 
extravagancies of this man as detailed in the extracts I have the 
honor to transmit, I beg leave to copy into the body of this 
letter the following detail of what occurred after leaving me 
last night, to shew how far he attends to advice, and in what 
manner he pioposes to deceive me even in follies which I 
should never have noticed to His Lordship but for their 
unfortunate consequences — 

“ Leaving the Colonel, he went to Burkut All Khan’s 
house, spoke to him of the inteiview he had with him, and of 
his seeming great displeasure, expi eased himself desirous of 
acting in conformity to his wishes, and complained of the 
continual instigations of others Afterwards went to Khalifa 
Golam RussooTs house, who recommended him to conduct 
himself pioperly and to leave off his childish amusements, as 
Ins follies were told to all quarters, and the Colonel was at 
his door, and would hear of them, and it was particularly 
abBurd to keep such a number of boys as sepahes He prom- 
ised to conduct himself with more caution and abzde by 
his advice, and this morning told the boys not to come so 
often, but to keep their clothes, and when the Colonel went 
away they should come as usual.'” 

IS. The translation No. 2 1 is the Rajah’s leply to my 
letter, just received, and I have intimated my assent to wait 
1 1 Not traceable in the Punjab Records. 
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the lime required, at (lie expiration oC which, if T am ngain 
deceived, I propose to «. nil on the Ranee to nominate the 
ncce^sarj avnla and to conduct the business with or without 
the concurrence of the It irh 

136 To X 1' 1 , ] quin, C/nrf Secretary to 

Goirn >u if, JV/if.'-,!' Jhpartinoi/, — (trim ojiirtul dated 
J9th V« V ISJd 

Drut Sin, 

I'rnm tlie <lnj\ of the receipt of ill} letter the Rajah 
appeared to he Hriouelv inclined to attend to man) parts 
of it , had recommenced or suffoicd the business of the 
1 ntchcrrv to rocomnv nee , h id expressed his satisfaction at 
some iddition.d advance- admitted h) zcmceiulars and given 
his consent to the reduction of about three bundled foot 
soldiers in dificient gin isons Yes(erda) whilst they were 
conducting hu-unc « 1 recuved intimation that lie had 
introduced about a hundud armed men into the J utchcrri/, 
and as the circumstance w is quite unusual nnd each paity 
are suspicious of the otlnu (Inn seemed inclined to discontinue 
nnd ashed im opinion 1 sent them word that ns it was 
impossible to account for the i (range suspicions that entered 
the wild imagination of the Rajah, it would. he best to dis- 
regard the circumstance altogether and proceed ns if nothing 
unusual had happened till the usual hour of breaking up 
In the evening ns I was going to dinner in my palanquin, 
from an old garden house or barrah thmy which I occupy, to 
the Rajah’s, which is inhibited by mj son and daughter and 
vvheic the officers with me eat thou meals, I was attacked by 
a fellow, who stepping up hnskly to tho palanquin put lus 
matchlock into the dooi of the palanquin I immediately 
pci 7 cd it and threw' the muzzle towards tho opposito dooi ami 
jumping out wrenched it out of his hand, or rather I believe 
he quilted it himself to draw his sword, W’hioh I seized 
luckily so closo to tho hilt that ho had not powoi to use it 
before the choldars and hurlarrahs, who wore some little 
distance in front, had come to my assistance and with 6omo 
difficulty and struggle at Inst made him leave tho sword in 
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thfhfc of" my liand Tbe fin ° er8 o£ m y loft hand 111 which 1 held the 

Colonel sword £U0 considerably cut, but I have leceived no other 

Pnfolia 0I1 ' 1 ln 3 uv y The rascal was pinioned and conveyed to the two 

companies, who had got under aims on an alaim from some 
of my htrlarraJiS , and proved to be a young man of about 
twenty, but so intoxicated that it was impossible to gain any 
information Rajah Saheb Sing paid me a visit in the greatest 
agitation the instant he leceived the intelligence and seemed 
to receive my assuiances that I acquitted him of all concern 
in the business with gieat joy. I am now of the same 
opinion, but thcie is certainly a degiee of mystery hangiug 
over it Thiough never having injured any one, I am totally 
at a loss where to direct my suspicions The man is an 
inhabitant of the Munja Doab , is not he snys in any 
service, was not employed by any one, came about five days 
since from Naubeh and can only account for his attempt by 
saying it was his fate He creates suspicion, however, by 
refusing to give any account where he has resided or fed since 
he arruved here Yet, had my assassination been m the 
contemplation of any one, could it have been pioductive of 
any possible benefit to any one, it might have been effected 
any day and every day since my arrival as my chobclars and 
hurlarrafa, all unarmed, are my only retmue and the half 
of them aie very seldom (and were not last night) in 
attendance 

I do not know whether to apologize for troubling you at 
all with this incident or foi giving it m an unofficial form, 
as I certainly do not believe the Rajah to have the slightest 
participation in it Tkeie are only two people, Male Kaim 
Koour and Soojen Sing, who I think capable of such an 
atiocious act, and as I cannot see what good they could 
possibly promise themselves from my death, I very much 
incline to think they are innocent, and I should have no doubt 
on the subject if the man had lelated one story, but he first 
accused the Ranee’s confidential servant, Misser Noudah, and 
again said it was his own act meditated for three days , then 
that it was the thought of the instant and directed by fate 
That it was not the suggestion of the moment is evident from 
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liis having his match ready lighted and from his being 
on the road where I constantly pass every evening to and 
from dinner 

I have only to lequest, if any apology is necessary foi 
seeming to give impoitance to this oecunenee, that you will 
consider one of my objects is to acquit this unfortunate 
madman of any share m it, and believe me, 

Dear Sn, 

Y ours very obedientl j , 

D OCHTERLONY, 

Agent, Governor-Gcncial 

Mag 19th , 1S12 

137 From Lieutenant-Colonel D Ocqteeloet, Agent , Qoiernor- 

General, Loodeana, to 0 T Metcjlfe, Esquire, Resident 
at Delili, — dated Camp Patiala, the 25th of May 1812 

Government on the opinion of the Judge Advocate- 
Geneial having recently determined that the inhabitants of 
this country cannot legally be punished for the crime of high- 
way lobbery, oi m fact foi any crime, by the sentence of a 
General Court Martial, I have been induced to send the 
assassin who attempted my life to the Officer Commanding at 
Kuinaul, with a lequest “ that he may be forwarded undei a 
propei guaid to the Resident of Delhi/'’ in the hope that, if 
the Right Ilou’ble the Governoi-General does not conceive 
him amenable to youi jurisdiction, His Loidship may deem it 
propei in this particular case to issue such oideis as m his 
wisdom may appear most likely to prevent his repetition of 
a similar crime 

138 From Lieutenant-Colonel D Oceterlohi, Agent, Gover- 

nor General, Loodeana, to N B Edeoestone, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, Political Department , — 
No 130, dated the 31st of May 1812 

In my pnvate letter of the instant I had the 

honor to mention that, for two days preceding. Rajah Saheb 
Sing had sheun a serious disposition to cairy into effect all 
the arrangements proposed m my lettei, and had acknowledged 
lepeatedly their utility and necessity 
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Report on iho 2. lie had even gone so far as to express Ins concern and 
surprise that lie should bav c protracted a settlement which in 
every point was obviously for his own advantage Ho had, 
however, scaicely expressed this sentiment and sanctioned 
the striking off of 300 men nominal ly m garrisons before it 
was insidiously suggested to him that this 1 eduction was only 
to make loom for an equal numbei of the Ranee’s and to give 
them possession of the places 

3. It was in vain that it was stated to lnm that this 
measure was only intended to stake off men from pay who 
were useless and m most cases did not exist , that so far from 
wishing to replace them by others, the principal object was to 
dismantle the places entirely as useless and unnecessary m the 
piesent state of the country 

4 He was deaf to i cason, and countermanded the orders 
he had given, and Bhje Lall Sing and Rajah Blmig Sing 
called on mo on the 24th to say that, until those low wretches 
were removed or punished, any attempt at leform was impos- 
sible Whilst I was discussing this point with them, and 
showing how inefficacious such proceedings must be, as there 
would always start up 6ome equally low wretches to supply 
then place and instil suspicion into such a mind as tho 
Rajah’s, his approach was announced, and befoie I could gne 
duections to say I was not at leisuie to receive his visit, oi 
lecover from the vexation which this discussion and his 
conduct had occasioned, he enteied the loom 

5 I received him with gieat coolness, and on his asking 
iqe in the manner of the country after my health, t c , whether 
I was razee or content, I bluntly told him no , and on his 
asking why, I said he could not possibly be at a loss to 
know why, if he was capable of reflecting on his own conduct 

6 He began with the usual string of words which he 
repeats by rote without seeming to attach any meaning, and 
I interrupted him by saying that I was tired of hearing them , 
that my patience and foibeavanoe and the desire to effect his 
benefit through himself had already exposed my life to danger, 
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rind I must plainly tell him tint (lie knowledge I had acquned Report on the 

in 6i x weeks had 011I3 com meed me that he was incapable n^Patfa^ 01 ” 

and unworthi of possessing any power or authouty, that 

before he had gone a hundred yards from the room in which 

we sat, the suggestions of a choldar 01 an airacl seller 

would oierlurn all his resolutions and make lum aiolate eiery 

promise that he made He solemnly declared his determination 

to do c\ entiling I had pointed out, expressed Ins conviction 

of their utilit > and of mv good intentions, and re jiiested Bhje 

Lall Sing and Rajah Bhaug Sing would instantly proceed 

w ith him to the fort and not onl} see- him, but assist him in 

carrying them into effect 

7 lie onh begged to be assured that mv displeasuie 
would cease when the work was completed I told him that 
it would, and that all I had done was onh for his own 
nd\ an Inge 

8 The-* all left me at the same lime and desired my 
Head Moon shy might accompany them For two dajs they 
attended, and lie not only approicd of manj reductions of 
subsistence which was recencd under \inous heads bj the- 
sarao persons, but pointed out numbers of them which had not 
cien lus sanction or authority, and expressed his displeasure at. 
the Dcwan for e\cr paj ing such unlicensed charges 
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communicated to mo, and I lcccived either Unit day or the 
following morning the joint letter fiom Bhye Lall Sing and 
Bhang Sing, of which No l 1 is a translation. 

10 Hillicilo the poison liad been so aitfully and secretly 
infused that it was always doubtful whether the RajalPs 
unjustifiable and absmd suspicions were the suggestions of 
otheis oi of his own wild and disoideied imagination, but they 
weie heie traced to tho lowest menials about hispeieon and the 
most contemptible of the inhabitants of Putteealah, and then 
influence was pioved to be supenoi to mine, united with Rajah 
Bhang Sing, whom ho had detained, and Bhye Lall Sing, 
whom he had called to givo him their advice and assistance 

11 I had peihnps earned forbearance to weakness, and 
my patience was misconcened to be timidity It was I con- 
fess even liable to that interpretation, but I had till now never 
relinquished the hope of inducing him by entreaty, advice, and 
occasional expressions of displeasure to become the ostensible 
instrument of the projected nirangements, and I Wished it 
to be most clear and obvious throughout the country that 
the Paramount authority of the British Government had 
not been exercised without an absolute and imperious 
necessity 

12 That time in my humble judgment was now arrived, 
and I wrote~off to Colonel Reade to direct three companies and 
two battalion guns to join me by easy marches, and on the 
day following addressed to General Marshall the letter of 
which No 2 is a copy, 1 and by the same dawk requested the 
Offieei Commanding at Kurnaul to send me a battalion with 
its guns and two 18-pounders 

13 On the arrival of this force I propose to issue the 
Proclamation in substance similar to No 3‘ of this dispatch, 
but perhaps modified by the circumstances and appearances of 
the moment, and I should hope, and at this moment believe, 
that it will at once leave the Rajah with so few troops that he 
w ill not think of opposition, 


i Not traceable m the Punjab Records, 
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14; Should, however, the event piove contiary to my Report on the 
expectations, I most humbly piesume to hope that His Lord- nt Pntwhi 
ship m Council will honor my conduct with approbation, and, 
making every allowance for the strange and novel situation 
in which I have been placed, will be pleased to allow that 
at least I have not been deficient in forbearance, and that 
if I have erred it has onlj r proceeded from a defect of judg- 
ment, and a peihaps too anxious desne to shew the British 
Government as mild, as powerful, and unwilling to exert their 
just prerogative until representation, pei suasion and argu- 
ment had filled of their proper effect 

13 Whilst the Rajah entertains, oi affects to entertain, 
the most absurd and unjust apprehensions foi his own security, 
the multiplication of guards and introduction of armed men, 
particularly of Rolullas and Ahalies, into the foit excite real 
aud perhaps well-founded alarm to the Ranee, 

1G Since the attempt mentioned in my private letter 
of the 19th, she has been in constant terror, and asseits that 
the guarantee of the Sody and all the pi onuses of the Rajah 
cannot alter her apprehensions of people who aie capable of 
instigating attempts of such an atiocious natuio on a Butish 
officer, who had uniformly studied the inlciests of the Rajah, 
and, so fir from showing a partialitj' to her, had acceded to 
terms more unfavorable to liei than she would have obtained 
through the medium of their owu tube aud brethren 

17 I cannot easily bring myself to believe that the 
Rajah actually meditates any design against her, or that ho 
has any other object than to guard against the machinations 
which these villains have led him to suspect, but at the same 
time it must bo admitted that she has much cause of alarm, 
and that there is no foreseeing the result of the suspicions they 
hav e instilled 

IS I have in consequence recommended hei to desue 
the Sody, who is her only safeguard at present, to represent 
to the Rajah that, as he has not fulfilled one jot of his 
piomises to me, it is better she should return to Sunnour, 
whcio her secuuty in hei own foit will be ceitam, and 
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Report on the the apprehensions he entertains of a helpless and nnguarded 
state of affairs ,, ° 

at Patidla. woman mil cease , or, if he should make objections to this 

arrangement, to foim such an interest with the troops the 

Rajah has introduced that m case of his giving any improper 

orders respecting her they may at once refuse to carry them 

into effect and prove her secunty instead of her annoyance 

10 The Rajah wrote me yesterday (the 30th), request- 
ing to pay me a visit, and stating that he had something 
particular to say, and I replied that I had before told him 
I declined all conversation on business, and requested him to 
make any communications he wished in writing He has 
again addiessed me this day, and desired me to send my 
Moonshy, to which I have replied that the same objection 
exists to all kinds of verbal intercourse through any channel, 
and whatever he had to say must he committed to paper 

20 The measures I have now adopted will, I hope, secure 
the object by their formidable appearance, and I trust without 
anything more than their appearance, and, though I am not 
soiry for having delayed them so long, I am most conscien- 
tiously of opinion that they are the only ones calculated to 
give peimauency to the proposed reform, and m this opinion 
I am supported by Rajah Bhang Sing and Bhye Lall Sing, 
who are better acquainted with what is going on and assure me 
that, if the Rajah had carried on the appearance of acceding 
to everything himself, they firmly believe that if they had 
not been overturned before I reached Loodeana they would 
not have lasted long after it, and that the Rajah in his 
conduct towards me has only acted as he has invariably done 
on every occasion when any attempt has been made to settle 
his affairs, always pertinaciously adhering to the advice of 
those who sought only their own advantage m preference to 
that of others who wished only to secure his own mteiests 

21 In addition to the effect which I trust my for- 
bearance will have pioduced on the country at laige, I feel a 
degree of satisfaction m having removed fiom my own mind 
every doubt respecting the Rajah's utter incapacity and 
insanity, which had been at times shaken by the repoits of my 
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agents and even by rav own observations, ns I could not 
possibly reconcile tbe seeming knowledge of right to the a t P&tMitu 
constant practice of wrong, and what I ought perhaps to 
have considered the most positive proof of real insanity I 
erroneously suppose 1 to be a ray of reason 

m X should have mentioned, bnt it did not occur to me 
when writing tbe first part of ibis dispatch, that the visit of 
Bajab Bhang Sing and Bliye Lall Sing on the 24th was by 
my own appointment, and m consequence of their letters of '* 
which Mos 4 aud 5 are trmslations 1 

23 Major Gascoigne with the three companies and guns 
from Loodeana will arm e to-morrow, and I ha\ e received a 
letter from Major [Morrell, Commanding the Detachment from 
Kumaul, mentioning (hat he shall arrac on the oth instant 

139. Fron L ctiicncnt-Cj'o w 7 P Ocsrz r LO\r, Ace if, Governor- 
General, XWt:!'* io X B Edx'0\sto\£, D'qtnrc, 

Clui S -r' J rrv io Ge~c-vivc~\t , Political Dep a rt- 
rroi i , — Mo io?, uo'ci iv 'cava, the 19th of June 1812 

T>' mi dispatch Mo 132 under date the 7th mutant, I had FnVcc- -t 
th° honor to detail "11 the proceedings at Pntteealah up to *tL*ecl&tL« 
that dote, and to mention that evperience had taught me not a * Pita-v- 
to place any confid •■nee in the p-omis^s of Bajah Saheb Sin? 
until the} were "dually per f orm <3 It soon appeared that 
his orders to the were parth deception*, as a most 

positive refusal was gnen to t 7 ’e KtUaderoi one of his strong- 
er forts (DhoJa) to admit the troop* of the Ranee An* Koonr. 

2 TThfist there was :ne lead hope that the Rajah 
wald be induced to "dhere to hi* engagement* contained in the 
fire articles *igned on tin 1'th April, or the slighted 
^pMatinn could be eatertain r -d that the Ranee would by 
attain her fomr- lnfmenc"*, she had most willingly 
wed-d to rdmqm*h n 7 I authonty oier the forts, and I had 
^th her consent eone-ded tni* p-o.nt to the Rajah , bnt when 
fi 3 hinos~lf had viola cd e.crv article which he had stipulated 
n hy ouu pad, and had from he first moment to thehi^ 

1 tic* trsc a3 , » z a: Pczjib Row-di 
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made the worst possible use of tho device of authonty I had 
voluntanly offeied, it became essential to the Ranee, if vested 
with the superintendency, to have the entire controul of all 
appointments, civil and military. 

3, It was put beyond a doubt that, whatever might have 
been his ongmal inclinations to place hei m power, he 
possessed them no longer, and, so far from feeling such a desne, 
indulged a strong and rancourous enmity, which knowingly 
(so far as his intellect admitted of knowledge) , decidedly and 
declaredly preferred the rum of the Raj and the enormous 
peculations of all his servants to any interference on her part 

A So soon as I was informed of the refusal of the 
Killadar of Dlioda to admit the Ranee’s troops, I wrote to the 
Rajah lequestmg he would give peremptory orders for its 
delivery, and 6tatmg to him the intention of sending British 
troops to enfoice it if it was not givon up, and at the same 
time informing him that till the fort was in the Ranee’s 
possession it would plaoe me under a necessity of imposing a 
gieatei degiee of personal restraint on him than had ever been 
m my contemplation or my wish , independent of this, that 
the march of a Butish detachment would subject him to the 
Joss of his property, which I heard was considerable, and 
which it could not be in my povyei to save, if taken by storm 

5 He most solemnly declared that the Killadar was 
acting m direct contiadiction to his orders, and desired I would 
defer the march of a detachment till he could repeat his orders, 
and pretended to send off people for that purpose, who returned 
still with a peremptory refusal from the Killadar, and it was 
imagined the Rajah had given private instructions not to 
dehver up the fort hut to a particular person with a special 
token It was even thought this had been discovered, and 
the particular person and the special token were sent by the 
Rajah without effect Finding every measure without success, 

I at last most reluctantly found myself under a necessity of 
sending Major Morrell with the 1st Battalion 27th, two 
18 -pounders, and four sixes, with the Gienadier and Light 
companies of the 2nd Battalion, 13th, whose instructions will 
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be seen m the document'; transmitted with tins dispatch 1 , and 
I bad icnson to hope that the first daj’s march would induce 
the man to dcli\ ei ov or the fort to the Ranee, it there was tlio 
least tnitli m the declarations o£ the Rnjah, who still persisted 
in the most solemn declarations that the KiUadar was acting 
m disobedience o£ his oidcrs The detachment, however, 
piocccdcd to Dhodn, and Maior Aforrcll summoned the 
KUladar, hut received only evasive answer-, which compelled 
him to construct an 38-poundcr Ratten*, which, lmmg plnved 
near an hour, induced the man to admit the KiUadar opj omtod 
hj the Ranee, and not a rupee’s worth of proper}} was lost by 
the Rajah, nor wa 6 any damage sustained hut what was 
done b} the Batter} to the walls, which was indeed -very 
considerable and sufficient to eonunce the within that 

nnotlici hour would open a road for an assault 

G Tho KiUadar came to me at Putfreal.ah lmnv-diat* 1\ 
aftei the surrender, and Ins ans~ers to m 3 cnijuiri were 
that he had been Eent off on the 4*n 0 1 Jure with the most 
peremptory orders not on any account to give up ll r fort to the 
Ranee’s people, whatever instructions 1° might «uhcc]i « ntly 
receive from the Rajah himself, and that he aftc-ward- r euvi-d 
a message by a woman, who brought a ruhv ring as th» t<d on 
of her being sent by the Rajah respecting his or urinal order*, 
on no account to deliver the fort to Rarec -ins Koour’- piyle 
till the last extiemity , that if he did n;‘ r,.v A 0 - of 

cash he was at liberty to disp *ecf tae p— wj m th fort 
and should he find himself at Img*h c"np-JLd ,o gi \< tip in 
the Ranee he was particular!} oid’-rf *j o- <! *1 e 

whole Toshucl Kit ana At the sam- tjn' f 1 e mt^tu a^d 
she was ordered to tell him the res <- d R^. j, , r , 
would march against the p!rr° iu* 1“ -as r-J, . j p r t * - 
him, and he was not even tz-z *- erw r-> {* j i 0/ . v , , -» 
wa 6 perfectly convinced the* r — T’. i 

these orders and the ant -’pau-z -* -a l zzzzl t- ( ~ ij . : -e 

render it perfectly char th ~;r far L , x l ' Ri'— ■ * 

intellects, and, though tR- c - r z-zz~ , f ; 'r’ r 

imputed to the Esn~> Rrtrr E- a* l - \ * - r>ah ^ 


Turllipr rr 
port on tlio 
Ftnti of affairs 
at l’ati kin. 



301 LUjDIUAKA AGZh’CY HZCOJIDS, 1SJS-U [ Chap. 

rnrther r<> Googir Sing and llic low wretches whom she luul enlisted in 
tUto of nfrltirt k° r P^ly, nnd who wnlinppilj hnvo nlwnjfi posseted nn 
*t midU unbounded influence over the wonh nnd insane mmd of Snhcb 
Smg 

7 The ofllcer who wont into the fort with our pepojs till 
the Ranee’s Ktllarfar and people could arrive delncred over 
the plnco exactly ns the) found it, and c\ on the to) p, w ooden 
nnd earthen, consisting of elephant®, tigerp, male and female 
figures, &c , with which tho Rajah was accustomed to amuse 
himself, remained unmolested 

8 Expecting the earl) purrender of tho plnco, I had 
dnected Major Morrell to proceed immediately on his return 
to ICutnaul w itb the detachment from Hint place, nnd the two 
companies of the 13th to )oin me at Allow nl on our progress 
to this post, nnd before my de|nrtnre wrote to Rajah Saheb 
Sing informing him that the lands of Chumhoian had been 
bestowed on his son, nnd to the Ranee recommending her 
particular attention to the duties of the trust, which had been 
reposed in her, and to the comfort of the Rajah, and ga\ e her 
in English and Persian a declaration of exemption from all 
pet sMusJi and nuzeratta, and to all the officers, end and 
military, a precept purporting that the Ranee would protect, 
support and continue them in their respective 3 ageers and 
offices, if they did not forfeit them by disobedience or mis- 
behaviour 

9 I left Putteealali on the 15th and nmved here this- 
morning, and it is with great satisfaction that I can assure 
His Lordship m Council that the arrangements which have 
been made of the affairs of Rajah Saheb Sing are 6ueli as meet 
with general approbation on this side the Sutledge, and what 
the several Surdars say ought to bnv e been, and would have 
been, made long since had there been any one snfficiently 
powerful and disinterested to have carried it into execution ; 
and the Chiefs more particularly connected with the Rajah 
have assured me repeatedly that they aie the only ones which 
would have been effectual, as had tho Rajah’s advisers only- 
suffered him to act on my original proposals so long as to 
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mduco my eaiher return to ibis place, bo would ultimately 
ba\ c compelled tbe steps, or most piobahly have been insti- 
gated to do something -which -would baie involved many 
in danger, if not bavo cost them then lives 

10 As time has mci cased my Imowledgo of Rajah Saheb 
Sing’s character, Ins insanity has been more and moie con- 
firmed, and his disposition has appealed worse, and, though I 
cannot absolutely accuse him, X do not feel so confident of 
my right to acquit him of nil knowledge of the atrocious 
attempt at assassination as when I bad the honor to address 
jon privately on tbe 19th ultimo 1 If he was not informed of 
it, I now think that it was only because his insanity might 
hn\e discolored it, and not fiom an}’ idea ho would baie with- 
held Ins consent to the murder if it had been suggested as a 
means of freeing lnm fiom the proposed supermtcndency of 
the Ranee and the consequent reforms, to which lie all along 
c\ meed the most decided ai crsion, w bile he strongly confessed 
its adi antages , and it often seemed to appear that, if the Raj 
could have been left m the same ruinous slate and his people 
permitted to plunder ad libitum, lie did not so much regard 
who was Superintendent as dislike all aud every salutary 
regulation 

11 The translation of the accompanying papers during 
n march has occasioned a greater delay than I appiehcnded 
or could have wished, but, as they were necessary to elucidate 
my proceedings, X hope I shall be excused. 


140 From N B Ed'JO^sto^e, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D 
OcnTERio\r, Agent, Governor-General, Lodhmna , — 
dated the 1th of July 1812 

Yoon dispatches of the dates and numbers noted m the 

margin, relative to the affairs of 
Putteeealah, have been received 
m regular succession and have 
been perused by the Right 
Honorable tbe Governor-General 
in Council with a peculiar degree of interest and n-'Vntbn 

’ 100 trp-a 


Ko 125, dated 27th Apnl 
Xo 127, dated 5th ila> 
Xo 12S, dated 8th ilny 
Xo 129, dated 17th it ay 
Xo 130, dated 31st ilny 
Xo 131, dated 5th June, 
Xo 132, dn*ed 7th June. 
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2. Such has been the intricacy, uncertainty and fluctua- 
tion of events and transactions m tliat quarter that no 
essential purpose could have been promoted by a communi- 
cation of the sentiments and instructions of Government 
founded on any of tbe stages of your measures and proceedings 
repiesented m youi several dispatches antecedent to the last of 
those above acknowledged His Lordship in Council tkeiefore 
judged it propei to suspend a reply to any of your reports 
until appiizcd of the arrangements m progiess having assumed 
a form m somo degiee conclusive, when a general retrospect 
of events and proceedings would enable Government to frame 
a deoisive opinion of the vanous points submitted to its 
deliberation and to found its instiuctions on an order of 
things relieved from the influence of daily vicissitude At 
the same time I am dnected to observe that the judgment 
of His Lordship in Council on the distinguished ments of 
your conduct has not been reserved until he should obtain 
a knowledge of the success or failuie of your measures, which 
during their progiess have uniformly appeared to be legulated 
by sound discretion, able discernment, ardent zeal and 
indefatigable exertion, 

3, Although, at the date of the instructions which 
authorized a decided interference on the part of Government 
with a view to compose the distractions and remedy the 
disordeis existing m the administration of Pntteealah, your 
reports had afforded reason to expect that this desirable object 
wonld be accomplished without coercion, yet tbe spirit of those 
instructions warranted tbe adoption of coercive measures if tbe 
alternative should be found to be a perpetuation of the evils 
which our interference was intended to lemove , and in this 
point of view events have demonstrated the absolute necessity 
of resoiting to measuies of that description They have 
demonstrated also that our mterfeience has been equally just, 
expedient and beneficial , that the general principle of 
abstaining from tbo exercise of any controul over the internal 

\ concerns of the soveral petty States placed under our piotec- 

' tion between the Sutledge and the Jumna, which alone 
nppaiently opposed the policy of that mterfeience, was 
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inapplicable to tins particular ease , and that more credit and 
confidence lmc been acquired by tbe mleiposition of our 
power and influence on tins occasion tlmu would have lesalted 
from an opposite course of proceeding The prudence and 
caution with which you ha\c acted, and the patient for- 
bearance which go\ erned youi conduct undci circumstances 
of extraordinary difficulty, delicacy and embarrassment, have 
essentially promoted this desirable result 

4' The strongest and most -justifiable ground of our 
authoritative interference, namely, the actual derangement of 
the Bajah’s intellect, however diversified by occasional indi- 
cations of reason, appears to His Lordship in Council to 
lmc been conclusively established by the test of experience 
dci iv ed from your patient but successless endeav ours to render 
lnm the instrument of that reform of which ho admitted the 
necessity, approved the system and pledged himself to the 
execution by solemn and repeated acts If the British Gov- 
ernment had lemained an inactive spectator of the progress 
of the existing euls, it is reasonable to conclude that, through 
intermediate outrage, anarchy and confusion, they would 
speedily have attained a cusis which must have invited or 
compelled the interference of some other powei actuated by 
principles very diffeicnt from those of a British administra- 
tion, and directed to objects of which the prosperity of the 
country, the welfare of the people and the disinterested 
organization of tho government would have formed an 
inconsiderable part Tho views of individual interest and 
ambition would have been pursued by acts of violence and 
spoliation, and a state of affairs would probably have been 
produced of a nature ultimately to compel on our part the 
interference from which we had systematically abstained, 
under circumstances which would have augmented the dis- 
advantage and difficulty without adding to the justice and 
credit of our exertions 

5. His Lordship m Council is satisfied that, in the 
judgment of all those whose distiust and apprehension might 
be supposed to be excited by the appearance of a departme 
from the piofossedly restrictive punciples of our acknowledged 
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Go!omor. t,lC Gn P rCinnc 3 j <* 1C measure -which hn\e been pursued with mows 
Gcnoral m so manifestly disinterested and by giadntions so domoii&trativ c 
StMrs'at 11 ft R I )n d' of forbearance, moderation and equity, for tho 
l’nUnift settlement of the disordcicd administration of Puticcalah, 
must appear to have (lowed from a smtcie and anxious dosiro 
to piolocl and secure Die interests and prosperity of the 
dependent States thiough the channel of their own authorities, 
and not the effect of a disposition to abridge the rights which 
lie base guaranteed nnd employ our power for purposes cither 
of nggiandi7cmont or of profit 

G Your prudence and discretion have hcen particularly 
conspicuous in associating Rajah Bhang Sing and Bhyo Lall 
Sing in your counsels and proceedings Their deliberate 
opinions, tho result of poisonal observation and exertion, give 
a sanction to the late measures and arrangements in the State 
of Puttccalah which cannot fail to produce impressions highly 
favorable to the cicdit of our ical views and intentions 

7. Having stated tho Governor-General m Council’s 
unqualified approbation of tho whole of jour proceedings as 
reported in tho dispatehos abov e acknowledged, it is unneces- 
sary to ndvcit to the details of them It may be satisfactory 
to you, however, to signify His Lordship in Council’s entire 
concurrence in tho propriety and necessity of the precautionary- 
measure of requiring n temporary reinforcement of troops 
faom Kurnaul and of directing tho inarch of an additional 
detachment from Lodluana You prudently abstained from 
the adoption of that measure until no alternative was left but 
tbo abandonment of the object which you had pursued with 
such unceasing toil and anxiety and with such persevering 
pationco and arduous oxortions, — an alternative winch every 
consideration of dignity and publick intorost unquestionably 
opposed 

8 His Lordship m Council considers you to have 
framed tho arrangement for tho administration of the State of 
Putteealah with tho utmost practicable regard to the easo nnd 
comfort of the Rajah, whoso conduct and unhappy state of 
mmd and disposition would certainly have justified in a 



Ill] LUDUIIXA AQLKGY RECORDS, 1812-11 309 

practical mid moral point of \icnj ns well as in tlie eyes o£ 
Ins subjects and of nil the neighbouring Chiefs, n limitation 
o£ his liberty” mid his indulgences which His Lordship in 
Council is happy to find lias not appeared to you to bo 
necessary 

0, It is superfluous to add that tho administration o£ 
the Ranee Aus Koor, as it Ins been established, so it must 
be supported by our power, i£ external support should be 
necessary His Lordship in Council, lioweier, trusts that 
the occupation o£ tho forts by her garrisons, tho patronage 
o£ her situation, the popularity of her character, the acknowl- 
edged incapacity of the Rajah, and tho former experience and 
general impression of the benefits of her administration, aided 
by the countenance of tho British Government, wall enable 
her to maintain her authority without external assistance 
Of tho necessity either of maintaining a detachment of our 
troops at Putteealah for a limited period of time or of leaving 
an agent of your appointment, y ou will of course have formed 
j'onr own judgment and acted accordingly. It is the wish 
of Government, however, that all appearnneo of controul and 
direction on our part in the internal atfaus of tho State 
should cease as soon as in your opinion the administration of 
the Ranee is sufficiently established to bo independent of any 
ostensible support on the part of tho British Government 

10 Tho measure of announcing to all the Sikh Chiefs 
the change in the administration and tho circumstance which 

O 

produced it, is entirely approved, as is also the tenor of the 
circular letter which yon addressed to them on that subject 

11 The Governor-Goneral m Council directs me to 
express to you on this occasion the deep interest and emotion 
with which he perused tho narrative of the late atrocious 
attempt on your life contained in your private letter to my 
address of the 19th of May, 1 which letter His Lordship m 
Council has judged it proper to place on the records of 
Government. His Lordship in Council considers the pres- 
ervation of a life, which he has ever been accustomed to hold 

1 130 sujpra. 
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in tlir* highest possible i nlimnlioti, frmn u danger m imminent 
to lx? i\ subject of public K congratulation, and Hi*t Lord«lup in 
Council cannot refnun from expressing Im admiration of the 
intrepidity and solf-poseciston to whuh, under Rrovul nee, 11 
to he ascribed jour deliverance in n emus of such extreme 
ponl 

19 It if snhsfncforj to the Governor-General m Conn- 
cil to Know that jou do not enspocl tins atrocious attempt 
to have Keen instigated hj the Rajnh, and IIif Lordship IT- 
Council is willing to hope with jou that it did not originate 
in tho machinations of nnj' of the principal persons adverse 
to the interference of iho British power. At the same time 
it is difficult to believe that an individual who could not be 
supposed to he actuated hj' nnj motive of personal lesentment 
should cndeavoui to perpetrolo a crime of such enormitj with- 
out the instigation of others who considered jonr presence 
and proceedings to bo destructive of their views and interests , 
and I am instructed to add that, viewing this occurrence as a 
matter not less of publick than of private coucern, Ills 
Lordship m Council would not wish you to neglect any 
proliablo means of tracing it to its origin 

13. You have no doubt been appuzed by tbo Resident 
at Gclili tliat be lias been directed to retain the assassin in 
confinement as a State prisoner 


141 From Lieutenanl-Oolonel D. OcnTERtOET, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Lodhiana, to N B Edmokstone, Esquire, 
Ohief Secretary to Government, — No, 135 , dated the 
8th oj August 1812 

I have tbe honor to transmit an nr zee from Gopaul 
Sing of Munny Majra soliciting the permission of the Right 
Hon’ble tbe Governor-General to apply to tbe Couit of Debli 
for tbe title of Rajah, which was granted to bis ancestor by 
Ahmad Shah, Dooram, when m this country 

Gopaul Smg was relieved by our interference from the 
payment of a heavy tribute to Runjeet Smg, and considered 
it only as a prelude to the entire seizure of his country 
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1 have had fiequent occasion to mention services on 
which I have employed him and others where he has eithei 
spontaneously offered or voluntaiily joined me, and has never 
omitted to evince his gratitude for the benefit he has denved 
fiom our interference, not by emp'ty assurances, but by cordial 
and active co-operation whenever he could or thought he could 
bo of the least service , and on this ground I take the libei ty 
most humbly to recommend lus suit to the favorable attention 
of His Lordship in Council 

142 From N B Edmonstone, Esquire, Ohtef Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D 
OonTERLonr, Agent, Governor-Gene) al, Lodlnana , — 
dated the 28th of August 1S12 

I' am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No 135, dated the 8th ultimo, enclosing an urzee fiom Gopaul 
Sing of Munny Majra soliciting an application to the Couit 
of Delili foi the grant of the titles of Rajah and Bekandnr 

2 On the grounds which you have stated, the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor- General in Council is disposed to 
comply with Gopaul Sing’s request, but previously to a final 
determination His Loidship in Council is desirous of knowing 
your opinion whether, on the ground of its creating an 
inconvenient precedent, a compliance with his request may 
not be objectionable ° 

8 It occurs to Government that other Sikh Chiefs 
observing the success of the application may be induced to 
follow his example, and it might perhaps be difficult to assign 
reasons not invidious and offensive foi declining to grant m 
all instances what has been granted in one "Whethei or not, 
however, the cucumstances of Gopaul Sing’s father having 
enjoyed the title of Rajah (although not conferred by the 
Throne of Dehli) and of his own personal services and fidelity 
to tho British Government are sufficiently exclusive, you 
will be the beBt judge 

4s Until the receipt of your answer a leply to Gopaul 
Sing’s ursse will of course be suspended 
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Application 143 From Lieutenant- Oolonel D OcniERLonr, Agent, Gov- 
Ham M&jra er nor -General, Loodeana, to N B. Eduonstone, Esquire, 

for a title Chief Secretary to Government , — No 139, dated the 

27th of September 1812 

I have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr 
lettei of the 28th ultimo, and in reply beg leave to inform 
His Lordship m Counoil that, Saheb Sing of Putteealah 
having obtained the title of Maharajah and Juswunt Sing 
of Nabak with Bhang Sing of Jeendh the titles of Rajah 
from the present Emperor, Akber Shah, I do not know any 
Surdai who is likely to he m the least degree solicitous of 
a similar distinction except Gopaul Sing, and should any 
one make an application to that effect for His Lordship’s 
acquiescence, I should not scruple to dechne the transmission 
to Government on the just and well-founded plea that the ever 
ready and voluntary services of the Munny Majra Surdar had 
given him claims to favor to which no other, who had not 
already received the indulgence, could m any degree pietend. 

144 . From N B Edmonstonb, Esquire, Ohief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Oolonel D Ociiterloni', 
Agent to the Governor-General, Lodhiana, — dated the 
16th of October 1812. 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27th ultimo m reply to the reference contained m my 
address to you of the 28th of August respecting Gopaul 
Sing’s request for permission to apply to the Court of Dehli 
for the grant of the title of Rajah and Behaudur 

2 It appearing from your dispatch that no inconvenience 
on the score of precedent is likely to arise from a compliance 
with Gopaul Sing’s application, a reply will be addiessed 
to him by the Governor- General notifying Hib Lordship’s 
acquiescence in his request 

8 His Lordship’s letter will he transmitted to you from 
the Persian Department for the purpose of being forwarded 
to Gopaul Sing 

4 The application must he made through the Besidont 
at Dehli. 
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145 . From J . Ar> -or, Esquire, Senctary to Government, Fort 
WtUtam, to 0 T .1 Ietcihf, Esquire, Resident at 
Dchh, — dated the 19th of December 1812 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 29th ultimo, and to communicate to you the following 
instructions on tlio subject to which it relates. 

2 The fulfilment of the intention intimated by the 
Queen of Shah Shoojnh-ool-Moolk of seeking an asylum in 
the British dominions would be an e\ent so piegnant with 
incom emencc, embarrassment and piobnble expense, both 
immediate and prospectne, as to rendei the Governor-General 
in Council extremely desnous that it should not take place, and 
e\en that the intention should be discouraged by every means 
consistent with the obsen nice of the delicacy and respect due 
to her sox, rank and misfoi tunes The means of ottering ant 
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which you received, are entirely approved by His Lordslup in 
Council 

4 I now pioceed to convey to you the instructions of 
the Governor-General in Council on such other points adverted 
to in your letter as appear to lequire them, and for the 
regulation of your communications with Wufa Begum in the 
undesuable event of Her Majesty actually aniving within the 
limits of the British territory 

5 W ith respect to the implied expectation conveyed to 
you by the Begum of the mtei position of the influence of this 
Government with Rajah Runjeet Sing m order to obtain his 
consent to the family of Shah Shoojah quitting the territories 
of the Rajah, the Governor- General in Council observes that, 
under the impiession entertained by the Government of the 
importance of averting the necessity of receiving the family, 
it would be obviously inexpedient to use any effort of a nature 
calculated to facilitate the accomplishment of their wish, 
which could be with propriety avoided In the actual state of 
the case, however. His Lordship m Council is unable to discern 
any public grounds on which this Government is entitled to 
employ such an interference m the independent exercise of the 
Rajah's authority in favoi of personages whose right to our 
protection cannot be sustained. 

6 If therefore such an intimation on the part of the 
Begum shall be again received, eitbei m tbe same form or in 
more direct terms, you will bo pleased to state expbcitly, but 
m the most conciliatory terms, the impracticability of any 
application to Runjeet Sing on the subject under the existing 
relations between his Government and that of the Company 

7 You have very properly avoided, m your answer to 
the Begum's letter, touching on the subject of assistance 
to Shah Shoojah If a proposition to that effect should be 
renewed m such a manner as to lender it absolutely necessary 
to notice it, it is the desire of His Loidship m Council 
that yon will reply to it by a simple intimation that it will 
be refened to the consideration of Government, adding that 
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your knowledge of the gcucral policy of the Government and 
of its lelations with the State of Caubnl will not allow you to 
anticipate an answer fatorable to the object of the lefeience 

8. If the Begum and the females of the family of Shah 
Shoojah should actually take refuge in the tcintoiies of the 
Company, the observations contained in the 2nd and 3id 
paragraphs of this letter will enable jou to legulate join 
conduct with regard to their reception and treatment I nm 
desired, hovcier, to call jour particular attention to the 
necessitj r of avoiding anj act or expression in your communi- 
cations with them that can lead to the expectation eithei of 
piesent peeuuuuy assistance or a permanent pioMsion, unless 
thej r should be in such a situation as absolutelj r to requne 
some immediate relief, in which case it must nccessanly be 
afforded, but with such explanations as will make it distinctly 
understood that it must not be expected to continue 

9 The Got ernor-Generat in Council fuithci desires me 
to inform jou that the leception of Shah Shoojah's Queen and 
the other females of bis farmlj is not to be consideied as giving 
a claim to protection and relief to the male branches of the 
family, or to the numerous adherents and followers who will 
be encouraged to expect the same ticatment This distinction 
must be carefully borne m mind in all communications to 
lYufa Begum herself, and to any persons of the above descrip- 
tion who may apply for permission to entei our territories or 
may do so w ithout permission 

10 You will of course apprize Colonel Ocliteilony and 
any other public officer of Government to whom such a com- 
munication may be necessary of the tenor of the foiegoing 
instructions for their information and guidance 

11 It is with extreme regret that the Goi ernor-General 
in Council finds himself compelled, by the solemn obligations 
of his public dutj’-, to adopt a course of proceeding towards the 
illustnous and unfortunate personages who form the subject 
of the preceding remarks so little consonant to those feelings 
of hospitality, generosity and reverence for fallen grandeur. 
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w Inch in the absence of inntucK loss powerful would impel 
llis Lordship in Council (o ifloid them o\ cry practicable 
degree of protection, to iifori and coii&olnfion 

1” The great and permanent embarrassment and mcon- 
Aonience nirepu tide from the indulgence of that disposition in 
such a case as the present must, houeter, necessarily operate 
as .in insuperable obstacle (o any extension to them of the 
protection and assistance of Go\ eminent beyond what is abso- 
lutely uimoidablc 


146 . From J Mo\CKTO\, Esquire, Persian Secretary to 
Goirrnmcnt, Fort William, to Colonel D OuiTEnrovr, 
Aijcnt, Governor-General, Lodhi ma, — dated the 21st of 
December ISIS 

I \M directed by' the Right Honorable the Goiernor- 
Gcneral to transmit to you the enclosed letter from His Lord- 
ship to Gopnul Sing, the Sikh Chief of Munny Mayra, in 
reply to that which was transmitted in your dispatch to the 
late Chief Secretary's addiess under date Sth of August last 1 

Copies m the English and Persian languages of His 
Lordship's letter to Gopaul Sing accompany for your informa- 
tion 


Exclosure to 146 

From J Honcktox, Esquire, Persian Secretary to Government, to 
QovJVl Shvou, the Sihh OInef of Munny Mujra, written 
21st December 1812 

I h awe had the pleasure to lecehe your letter soliciting 
permission to apply to the Coiut of Heidi for tho grant of the 
titles of Rayah and Balmudur [tide lettei recened 28tli 
August 1S12 ) 

The repoits of Colonel Ochterlony r bear the most honor- 
able testimony to your merits and services, and evince your 
grateful sense of the benefits wdnoli you derive from tho 
protection of the British Bow er. 

1 141 sujira , 
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T d'Mio to distinguish in portionin' favor those who 
wi> conspu none fm /edois and futhful attachment (o i ho 
Brit Mi int<'i<Mi- 

Und >r Iht '■f* cmmiiFtinn'*. 1 have groat plci'nire in 
signifying to y<m nn o<apiu ‘uvnro in your request Colonel 
Ot lit erlonv h i« a< < v-lmglv r.a i\ •! nn direction^ to li insmit 
\<mr addr< 1 > the Km» to tlm ItoMdcnt nl Dehli, who will 
he pr'pir. 1 ( i cmphn hn inllii'noe to oh' un the titles, which 
i on solicit, fiom the Throne 


147 J’roni T 1 tuv, 1 s/]\t r> , Rorrrtnr'i to fiorrrnvicnt, Port 
miht )>, !'•> J if nit non/ Cohnul J) Ocurrrr o^r, Aqcut, 

Co" ri](ir*(7t Krof, T^llm ni'i, — CiAiifor, data! tic 15th 
oi ,(<niti in/ is n 

T vvi directed to inform von tint, m consequence of the Mmitntnn of 
mimeious npplicilioiis which have laMv been received by f 
Govcrnnitnl for exemption from the pnv mnit of the tax on on pilgrims 
pilgrims re c ortin^ to Allnlnlnd and G\ i to nn extent fir 
exceeding the limits of the indulgence, which Ins been usmlly 
grantM to persons of rank nnd distinction visiting the several 
plates of Hindoo won hip within the Company's territories, 
tlio Governor-General in Coimeil Ins deemed it necessary to 
adopt a decided i evolution to ndlieic stuctly to the established 
limitation of Mich exemptions to one bundled persons, except 
in \ciy peculiar rises which may w irinnt a special deviation 
fiom the gcua il mle 

2 I am directed to rcmaih that the regal it ion for grant- 
ing exemption fiom the tax on pilgmns, of which a copy is 
enclosed, was not ougunlly estiblished on the principle of 
cn ibling a numerous class of persons to perform their devo- 
tional exeicises at the holy places without payment of the 
duties, which havo for a long 6enes of years, and under nil the 
formei Governments of (hose parts of India m which they are 
situated, boon levied on the pilgrims resorting to them, but 
ns a mark of distinction and lespect manifested by the British 
Government towards friendly Chiefs and persons of rank and 
consideration, oi the mcmbois of then famihdB, visiting those 
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places, aud were intended to include only tlieir immediate 
relations and dependants Few instances can oecui m which 
the number of 100 persons will not embrace all those standing 
towaids the pci6ons above described m such a relation as to 
entitle them on tbo grounds slated to partake of the privilege 
of exemption 

3. You are accordingly desired to explain the nature and 
intent of tbe regulation in question to all persons uho may 
apply through you for exemption for a number of persons 
exceeding one bundled, except m those cases which can he 
considered to come withm the reservation above stated 


Enclosure to 14j7. 

Copy of a Minute from the Governor-General in the 
Political Department , dated the 20ih of May 1796 
The frequency of applications to Government for the 
remission of the duties domandable fiom pilgrims to Gya and 
the abuses that our facility in comptying with them has given 
use to appear to me to require tbo establishment of some 
regulations to check the evil, to pi escribe the mode of making 
such applications, and to serve as a guide for recerung or 
rejecting them. 

The practice of granting lemission of duties m favor of 
certain persons originated in motives of policy, with a view 
to conciliate the neighbouring Hindoo chieftains by granting 
this indulgence to those among them whose political conse- 
quence might be thought to entitle them to tins mark of 
attention on tbe part of Government or attending to the 
applications which they might prefer in favor of others. But 
the readiness which Government has always shewn to gratify 
them m this particular has opened the door to numberless 
similai applications from persons not m a station to claim the 
indulgence for themselves or solicit it for others Indeed, I 
have good reason to believe that persons m the habit either of 
correspondence or of personal intei course with Government 
have taken money for making applications m favor of men 
about whom they bad no other interest or concern than what 
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the transaction gave rise to, and that the agents of Native 
Chiefs residing at Calcutta sometimes make an unautlioiized 
use of the names of then principals m order to obtain the 
remission of duties in fa\or of their own friends, dependants 
or relations 

Under these cncumstances it is evident that the end of 
granting remission is in a great measure frustrated, since no 
especial favor is conferred by that which is granted indiscrimi- 
nately to e\ciy solicitor, whilst Government actually sustains 
a loss not mconsidorable by the great defalcation m that 
branch of their lesources I therefore propose — 

1st — That no application for the remission of the Gya 
duties be received but fiom principals applying verbally or by 
letter through the medium of the Resident for AfEairs in the 
quarter where the persons applying may reside, and conse- 
quently that all applications made tlnough native agents 
residing at Cdcutta be 1 ejected or refeired to the channel of 
the Resident, except they originate m teintones (snoh as Borai, 
Nipaul, &c ) wliero no Resident is appointed, and the only com- 
munication with which is thiough the medium of a Vakeel , 
and that even under those cncumstances no application be 
leceived that is not addiessed immediately to Government by 
the pimcipal 

2ndly — That the compliance with or rejection of all 
applications be legulated solely by the consideration of its 
political expedience 

3 r illy — That the Residents may be directed to transmit, 
with the application they may receive, such information and 
remarks as local situation may enable them to make with 
reference to the punciple above laid down, for the guidance of 
the Go\ ernment m deciding on their merits 

4tlhj — That the number of permissions granted under 
one application ne\ or exceed one hundred 

5 Lilly — Vr r hen any application for the remission of duties 
is complied with, instead of the mode hitherto practised for the 
identification of the pilgrim, namely, of furnishing him with 
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a tluplicat-e of the letter jo (ho Collector's address authorizing 
(ho lomission, tint a ceiLihcafc (o that cfToct in Persian and 
English, spaufjing (ho namo of the pen-on applvmg and 
of tho party making the pilgrimage, a% ith the number of 
follouoib for whom tho remission is allowed, he delivered 
to tho pilgrim to he produced bj bun before the Collector after 
hib annul at Gja 


14:8- From Colonel D OcilTrno\r l Agent, Governor-General, 
Loidcana, to J An tv, Esquire, Secretory to Govern- 
ment, Secret, 1’ohtical and Foreign Fipartmcnt, Fort 
William, — No 11G, d i ted the 7th oj January 1S13 

1 dei m it my dut\ to hung to the notice of Government 
an aunngement, w Inch at an early period of tune after the 
establishment of a militorj post at Loodeam, I succeeded in 
concluding with Rajah Bhoug Sing for the farm of the 
Snt/er and .lull. tree of that town, and which lias ousted to the 
present time, producing in its operation and effects some 
essential public benefits 

2 On our first arrival boie I saw the necessity of 
obtaining in some way or other a controuling influence m 
the town of Loodeana At that time tho town had few 
inhabitants It had indeed for many j cars been the scene of 
depiedation and licentiousness until it was seized by Runjeet 
Smg aud subsequently bestowed by bun with its adjacent 
lands on his uncle, Bhang Sing, who at the period of oui 
airnal was inviting inhabitants But, although desirous of 
improving his newly acquired terntory, he could not relinquish 
habits congenial to the disposition of his tube, and consequent- 
ly many taxes existed of an oppressive nature, and some 
particularly detrimental to the mteiests of a Butish detach- 
ment, among which were duties on grain or other necessary 
articles of consumption Tho salo of spirituous liquors also 
existed without restriction, and afforded a continual oppoi* 
trinity and temptation to tho European part of the detachmont 
and to natives attached to the cantonment to indulge m 
habits of intoxication. 
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8 "With a view to put a stop to these abuses and to 
pi event the gieat evils ansing fiom them, I proposed to 
Bhaug Sing to take the farm of the Saycr atld Aullarcc of 
tho town of Loodeaua, to which pioposition he at length 
consented, foi the annual sum of 2,100 rupees My first 
measure after the conclusion of this arrangement was to 
abolish all duties on giam, and to inohibit the sale of 
spmtuous liquois and intoxicating drugs in tho town The 
first was intended to mciease our supplies and the last to 
preserve my right of contioul over the stills and ovei the 
vendois of spirits in the camp, whom in our msulated 
situation it was necessary to toleiate 

4 When, liowevei, the late regulatioris of Government 
plolnbitmg the levy’ of any tax whatevei in camp or canton- 
ment weie piomulgated, a change of system became necessary 
On that occnsion, therefore, I removed the Aublaiee from the 
camp to the town under the pre-existing legulations m lespect 
to Europeans, and in a shoit space of time, the profits 
increasing by au increased consumption, a suiplus lemained 
aftei the payment of the establishments, foi which, exclusive 
of the amount annually payable to Bhang Sing, the proceeds 
of tho farm supplied the funds , wheieas antecedently to the 
complete operation of this change of system I sustained a 
trifling loss by my agreement with Bhang Sing 

5 Considering that agreement to be lathei of apeisonat 
and private than of ajiublio natuie, whilst at the same time it 
was productive of no personal advantage to myself, although 
eminently beneficial m a public point of view, it did not occur 
to me to be necessary to trouble Government with a report 
upon the subject , but, as the surplus above mentioned has 
now continued for a considerable period of time, and is likely 
to be permanent, it appears to me to be proper to communicate 
to Government the details of the arrangement and to solicit 
its determination with legard to the disposal of that surplus 

6 I accordingly transmit enclosed a statement 1 of the 
average proceeds of the farm and of their appropriation, 

1 Not traceable m tho Punjab Rccordi 
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Arrangements exhibiting an annual surplus of 2.664 rupees It is proper at 
for the farm , , 

of the Sayer the same time to convey to Government an explanation 
dnties of* r * regarding several items of expendituie charged m that 
Ludhidna statement 

7. The police choioJctdais charged at 159 rupees per 
mensem aie the piofessional thieves mentioned in my dispatch 
No 187 By entertaining these men not only have we been 
secured from the daily depredation which every Surdar 
expected would result from oui cantoning m this place, but I 
have been enabled m some cases to trace property stolen and 
effect restitution to the owners, 

8 To account for the monthly sum of 50 rupees paid 
to the irregular Golundauz it is only necessary to state that, 
having represented to His Excellency the late Commander-m- 
Chief the want of a sufficient numbei of artillerymen to man 
all the guns, and having requested to have a propoition of 
the Dehli Golundauz who were then unemployed, I was 
informed by the Adjutant-General (a copy of whose reply is 
enclosed) that I might have volunteers from that corps, but 
that they would have no claim to Batta , and in a matter in 
which my honor and reputation were so deeply interested, I 
thought it a cheap purchase of then services (which could not 
otherwise have been obtained) to hold out tho line of a seei of 
atta gratis 

9 Anund Sing, who receives a monthly sum or douceur 
of 50 rupees, is the "Vakeel of Runjeet Sing Finding that 
the Europeans procured liquoi m some of his villages near 
the cantonment, I obtained by the grant of that douceur tho 
demolition of the stills m those villages 

10 Ranee Rutton Koour, for whom a pension of 80 
rupees is charged in the statement, is the widow of a Surdar 
fiom whom Runjeet Sing in his second irruption had seized 
Bhurtgurh, Samwal and Goongrana, with other petty districts 
She came to Loodeana m a most pitiable state of distress and 
misery, to which she had thus been reduced by the violence of 
Runjeet Sing from the enjoyment of power and affluence, and 
this small pension is now her only suppoit 
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11 It is proper also to mention on tins occasion that Arrangements 
the surplus of tho pioceeds of the Aullarcc and town duties lYth^Sayer 
lias enabled me to erect a publio serai, winch cost about ® n< ? Ai \ ar ' 

1 ' duties of 

1,200 rupees Ludlndna 

12 Concluding that, with reference to the great public 
benefits resulting fiom the arraugeinent now detailed. Govern- 
ment will ooncur in the expediency of maintaining it, I have 
only further to submit to the consideration of His Lordship 
m Council to doteimme whether or not the surplus collections 
of tho faun can bo deemed a proper and legitimate compen- 
sation for tho duties of management and superintendence 
imposed on the Officer Commanding at this station 

13 I should not, however, m justice to Rajah Bhaug 
Sing, conclude this address without stating that the 
arrangement above mentioned was obtained as a personal favor 
expressly granted on the giounds of our old acquaintance and 
undei stood to be distinct fiom tho cantonment of Loodeana 
I trust theiefoio tho decision of His Lordship in Council will 
recognize the light of tho Rajah to resume the farm nt 
pleasure, and that it will be declared to continue in force only 
u bilst it has his concurrence 


149 From Oolonel D OonTERLOxr, Agent, Governor-General, 

Loodeana, to J . AD^v, Esquire, Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, Secret, Fohtical and Foreign Department,— 

No 147, dated the 28th of January 1813 

I have the honor to repoit my return to this station Settlement of 
on the 21st instant, and to acquaint you, for the information Ladwaand 
of the Right Honorable the Governor- General, that I availed elsewhere^by 
mj'self of my leturn fiom Kuinaul to investigate and settle on terlouy 
the spot several disputes and claims which had come before 
me at Loodeana or had been referred to me by the Resident of 
Dehli. 


2. At Ladooa, the village and gurhy of Babayn had 
been wrested from the infant son of the late Goordut Sing m 
consequence of the intrigues of a second widow who had no 
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just claims aceoidmg to tlie customs of the country but to 
four villages -which he had settled on her in his lifetime., but 
moie owing to the imprudent and improper conduct of the 
widow who, as being mother of the heir, has obtained the 
management At Doodla, a village near Umballa, I had an 
opportunity of incontestably proving the right of a claimant 
m a case where four zemeendars, who had come befoie me 
at Loodeana in behalf of the then possessoi, acknowledged 
themselves suborned and peijured in their original testimony, 
when they found that on the spot I had sufficient evidence of 
their falsehood, and almost equal degiee of perjury m a cause 
at Shahabad which I had been for many months unable to 
decide with satisfaction to myself owing to the shameful 
inattention to truth and justice 


8. At Kurnaul I received complaints against the Surdar 
Bliunga Sing for having seized the fourth of four villages 
belonging to Moy-ud-deen Khan, the brother of the Chief of 
Koonjpoora, and from the widow of Bhugail Sing of his hav- 
ing aided and encouraged the zemeendars of one of her villages 
to eject her thanas Having received only evasive leplies, 
though the facts were incontestably proved and were acknowl- 
edged by the Surdai himself, I thought it necessary to address 
the requisition, of which I have the honor to transmit a copy, 
to Major Morrell, and wrote at the same time to the Surdar 
that, if the villages weie not restored to their respective owners 
m the time specified and he rendered it necessary to send a 
British force, I should most assuredly give over the whole of 
the villages to Moy-ud-deen Khan m confoimity to the 
Proclamation of the 22nd of August 1811, and should 
recommend the delivery of Babupoor, one of his own villages, 
to the Banee of Bhugail Sing m compensation for any loss 
she might sustain by her thanas being ejected from Burbail 
purity. 


4 I have the satisfaction to report to the Bight 
Hon’ble the Governor- General m Council that I have this 
day received raseenamahs from Moy-ud-deen Khan and the 
Banee certifying the restitution of their respective rights 
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5 Expecting and intending to meet Runjeet Sing at Relinquish 
Dliuimm Kote I stiuck acioss the countiy from Umbala KnnjitSmgh 
towards Kotla Malan, but on my road received intelligence lu ® mtcn ; 
fiom Laboio which led me to suppose tbe Chief's design of ThduesAr 
•visiting Tbanaiser would be relinquished, and accordingly- 

directed my march to this place, where I had yesteiday the 
satisfaction of healing it confumed m a letter from himself 
in which ho mentions that Atta Mohummud Khan is 
sunounded on all sides by Futteh Khan and the troops of the 
Khalsa under Mohkum Chnnd, but it was thought his 
proceeding to any distance at this moment might prove 
oncoui aging to the enemy, and he had therefore determined 
on remaining 

6 It seems to be supposed that the intelligence from 
Cashmeie does not correspond with his wishes or expectations, 
and that, if the Khan and Dewan have not sustained an actual 
defeat, they do not now hope so easy a conquest as was at 
first inn gi ned 

7 His own intelligence is said to be vague and 
impeifect owing to many Iticrlarralts having been cut off, but 
what he does leceive is communicated so privately and kept 
so closely that the worst is imagined, because it is supposed 
any good would be eagerly disclosed 

8 I have now only to entreat you would be pleased to Application 
submit my humble request to His Lordship to be absent from ochterlony 
this station from the 1st of March to the 20th April (if for leave 
circumstances should not rendei it impioper) m order to pay a 

short visit to my friend and sister, the Begum Sumroo, whom 
I have not seen for some yeais and who has annually requested 
this visit ever since I hai e been at Loodeana 

150 Fiom Colonel D OcnTERLONr , Agent, Governor- General, 

Loodeana; to J Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Gov- 
ernment m the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment, — No 14.8, dated the 21st of January 1813 

As it appears from the 5 th paragraph of your letter of the ’Withdraws! 
8th instant that His Lordship would not approve of mv being 
so long absent or distant from my post as to accompany 
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the Chief of Lahore beyond the Jumna, I beg leave to 
withdraw the application contained in my dispatch No H7 
to visit Snrdhana as an indulgence with which I can easily 
dispense 


151 From J Adam, Esquxi a, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to Colonel D OcuTERLONr , Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated the 29th of January 1813 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of youi letter 
of the 7th instant, 1 with its enclosures, and to communicate 
to you the following observations and resolutions of the 
Governor- Geneial in Council on the subject of the arrangement 
concluded by you with Rajah Bhaug Smg for the farm 
of the Sayer and Ablarce duties of Loodeana 

2 While tho confidence which the Governoi -Geneial 
in Council reposes m your disinterested zeal for the public 
service, no less than the declarations contained m your letter 
now replied to legardmg the views and impressions undei 
which you have acted in this affair, must exclude from the 
mind of the Government any doubt of the purity of your 
motives m entering into the agreement described by you with 
Rajah Bhaug Smg, it is impossible for His Lordship m 
Council to conceal his regret at the facility with which you 
permitted youiself to engage in a transaction of a nature 
entirely unauthorized, nay positively prohibited, by the 
regulations of Government, and which cannot be sanctioned 
by it6 approbation nor permitted to continue. 

3 His Lordship in Council does not overlook the 
necessity of maintaining a check upon the sale of spirituous 
liquors in the vicinity of a military post, nor the other 
public advantages which are admitted to have been attained 
by the arrangement m question, but it is not obvious that 
they would have been less attainable by one framed undei the 
express authority of Government and in conformity to the 

1 148 supra 
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regulations m foice at tlie other stations o£ the Army 
It -would have been desnable, in any event, to have made an 
attempt to establish those legulations for the cantonment 
under youi command with such vauation only as the local 
and political cncumstances of Loodeanah might have rendered 
it necessary to introduce, and His Lordship m Council is 
disposed to think that La] ah Bhaug Sing would not line 
opposed such an arrangement if proposed in the name of the 
Government 

4 The Governor-General m Council under all the 
cncumstances of the case will not pass any retiospective oideis 
legardmg either the teims of the agreement with Bhaug Sing 
or youi silence upon the subject m your communications to 
Government concerning the affairs of your command, of 
which, howevei, it is impossible that His Loidslnp in Council 
can approve 

5. "With regaid to the surplus proceeds of the farm, I 
am dnected to lnfoim you that, after deducting the several 
chaiges which you have specified as having been provided for 
out of that fund, the remamdei must, from the beginning, 
he carried to the ciedib of Government, and the anangemeut 
itself can he allowed to subsist only till auothei less 
objectionable can ho substituted 

6 His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will he 
requested to state his sentiments with regaid to the most 
advisable mode of effecting the objects of the system 
established by you without nivolv mg a deviation from the 
established rules and principles of the seruce, and you will 
hereafter he furnished with the instructions of Government 
on the subject. I am directed to add that it will not he 
ad\ isable at the present moment to make public the existence 
of any intention to change the present system It will, 
of course, bo entirely optional with Eajah Bhaug Sing to 
transfer the duties to Government on the present terms or 
to enter mto any new arrangement which maj be proposed to 
him 
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152 From Colonel D OciiTERLOxr, Agent, Governor-General, 
Loodeaiia , to J Aram, Esquire, Secretary to Gov- 
ernment m the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment, — No 150, dated the Sdth of February 1813 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lettei of the 29th ultimo, and, in obedience to the instiuctions 
therein contained, have the honor to transmit a detailed 
account of the surplus piodnce of the farm and Aullarce of 
Lodiana, with a draft for the amount m your favor 

2 Whilst I acknowledge the truth and justice of the 
observations of His Lordship m Councd respecting the 
engagement entered into n ith It a j ah Bliaug Sing without 
due authority, and the yet more culpable neglect of so long 
delaying to make it known to Government, yet I did hope 
that the acknowledgment though late, and so full a detail of 
the motives, combined with the beneficial results, might have 
exempted me from suoh seveie censure, as well as from any 
letrospective pecuniary claims, and above all fiom the extreme 
mortification of a reference to His Excellency the Commander- 
m-Chief, to whose favorable opinion, protection and patronage 
as a military man I must more immediately look, and who 
may now be prejudiced against me from knowing that my 
conduct has called for his interference and authority without 
any information as to the motives which produced it 

3 I would wish too, with every deference and lespedt to 
His Lordship in Council, to state that I am yet ignorant, 
after a deliberate search, of any prohibitive regulation of 
Government which appheB or has the least analogy to the 
situation in which I was placed, and, whatever may have 
been my error m entering into the engagement or not 
communicating it when made, I trust His Loidship m Council 
will acquit me of the weakness and temerity of deliberately 
acting m direct violation of the orders and regulations of 
His Loidship m Council, and then making a voluntary and 
formal acknowledgment of it m a lettei to the Secietary to 
Government 
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4 The proposal for establishing a legitimate tribunal for 
tho trial of offenders at Loodeana called for my public and 
unresen ed opinions, and in stating them, and what I had done 
for the prevention of crime, it for (he first timo occurred to 
me that I had been negligent, if not culpable, but it 
occasioned no hesitation as to the hue I should puisne, and I 
detailed with candour the measures I had adopted, and only 
pmately mentioned the resources from which they were paid, 
because I did not wish to assume the merit of expending my 
private, indindual and authorized allowances for a public, 
useful and necessaiy establishment 

5 In reply to the latter part of the 3rd paragraph, 
I lane not the least hesitation in acknowledging that I lmo 
not a doubt Rajah Blinug Sing would not have opposed the 
arrangement if pioposed m the name of the Government, but 
it would ha\o been granted with the same aftccted piomptitude 
and the same real concern as lie gate up the foit, which I 
could not obtain till I found it accessary to use tho namo and 
authority of Go\crnmcnt for its attainment 

G But I must confess it did not occui to me as possible 
that His Lordship m Council would bate sanctioned such an 
engagement or such an application under tho authonty of 
Government, and if I could lctrnce the reasonings of my 
mind at the moment I beliei e I should, and I think I could 
with truth, assert tliat my silenco was originally occasioned 
by the appiehension that His Loidship m Council would not 
condescend to treat for an object so trifling w hen the benefits 
to be expected, though essential, were only experimental and 
speculative 

7 I cannot conclude this letter without refenmg His 
Lordship in Council to Lieutenant Brownrigg, the Officiating 
Secretary to the Military Board, who, being then my Brigade 
Major, will I behove recollect and testify — 

First, that I originally paid the police and culwally 
establishment out of my own private funds , 
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Secondly , that I did not establish an Aublarce even in 
the camp until numbeiless disorders and evils 
proved to me the necessity , and 

Lastly, that the produco when established was scarcely 
adequate to the pay of the establishments kept 
up 

153 From J Adah, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, to Colonel 
D OciiTERLONr, Agent to the Governor-General, Lodr 
hiana, — dated the 19th of March 1813 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 24th ultimo, enclosing a statement of the receipts 
and disbursements on account of the farm of the Sayer and 
Aublarce of the town of Lodhiana, and an order on your 
agents, Messrs Cruttenden and Machdlop, for Rs. 8,204-3-8, 
the amount of the surplus produce of the farm 

2 The Governor-General m Council observes with regret 
the impression which has been made on your mind by the 
sentiments and resolutions conveyed to you m my letter of 
the 29t.h January His Lordship m Council never for a 
moment questioned the purity of the motives which induced 
you to form the arrangement with Rajah Bhaug Sing 
reported m your dispatch of the 7th of January, while it was 
impossible for His Lordship in Council to approve or pass 
over without observation a proceeding which could not be 
reconciled with the principles and rules of the service The 
communication to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
was made, not with the view of drawing on you the 
disapprobation and censure of His Excellency, but to obtain 
His Excellency’s sentiments with regard to the most expedient 
arrangement to be substituted for that which was to be 
abolished In ordei to pievent any misconception on the part 
of His Excellency of the affair itself, or the sentiments 
entertained on it by Government, the whole of your dispatch 
of the 7 th of January and of my reply was communicated 
to His Excellency, and not, as you erroneously suppose, a 
part of it only. 
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3 The Governor-General m Council ln$ thought il 
right (0 acquaint >ou with this circumstance in order to 
satisfy jour mirnl on a point on winch it appears to hmc dwelt 
with much iinoiMiict'S , but, n« no advantage will be derived 
from pursuing further a subject which was entered on by the 
Government with groat reluctance, 1 am directed to conclude 
by assuring a on (lint the explosions of dissatisfaction 
formerly cornered to jou, mitigated and qualified as thej were 
by the justice which was rendered to the motives under which 
j on acted, were confined cxchiMvelj to the cne in question, 
and that the confidence, resi>ect and esteem for jour charactei 
which the Governor-General in Council has uniformly 
entertained and taken ever} occasion to expic^s remains 
undimimshed 

I A oopr of this letter will be transmitted (o the 
Cominander-in-Chief, together with a copj of join dispatch 
to which it replies 


154. From J Vo\ckto\ , require, P< r$uni Secretary to Gen - 
eminent, Fort ll'if/nun, to Colonel D Qchti ri ovr, 
Agonf, (7oi crnor-G* neral, Lodhxana, — Circular dated 
the SGth of March 1813 

You hare already been informed, bj a letter of the 13th 
of Januarv, 1 from the Political Department, of the decided 
resolution of Government to adhere strictly to the established 
limitation of exemptions from the pilgrim tax under anj one 
application to one bundled persons, except in very peeuliai 
cases which may w’arrmt a special deviation from the gencnl 
rule, and have been desired to explain the nnturo and mtent 
of the regulation m question to all persons who may apply 
through you for exemption for a number of peisons exceeding 
100, except in those cases which can be considcied to fall with- 
in the principle of reservation stated in that resolution It is 
not to be understood fiom this that an exemption for 100 
follow cis is to be giauted m all cases. That indulgence is to 

1 110 supra 
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bo considered as itself a favor, which is to be granted only 
to persons of suitable lank and condition. 

2 "With a view, howevor, to check the extravagant 
applications which are constantly made by Chiefs for exemp- 
tions in favor of thousands of followers, and to deprive them 
of all plea for expecting a compliance with their unreasonable 
demands, the Governor-General in Conned deems it expedient 
that without even waiting for applications immediately from 
the Chiefs whose interests, as connected with those of the 
British Government, aio committed to yom chaige, you 
should at once convey to their Vakeels, for the purpose of 
being communicated by them to their employers, a distinct 
explanation of the principles which govern the conduct of 
Government in granting exemptions from the pilgrim tax, 
and of its fixed resolution to act m strict conformity to those 
principles 

8 You will therefore inform the Vakeels that, as Gov- 
ernment is at a considerable expense in maintaining the large 
religious establishments for the support of different places 
of worship, it is necessary, m older to defray that expense, to 
continue the practice which uniformly prevailed under the 
Native Government of levying a tax from those for whose 
benefit those establishments are entertained , that accordingly, 
in pursuance of the custom which prevailed under former 
Governments, a law has been enacted by which a light and 
moderate tax has been established on pilgrims resorting to the 
piincipal places of worship, and that any deviation from that 
law is attended with inconvenience, and is indeed in itself im- 
proper, since laws, when once established, should be uniformly 
and legularly enfoiced , that this is necessary to the good 
order and efficiency of every well regulated Government , that 
however the British Government, anxious to manifest its res- 
pect and consideration for friendly Chiefs and other persons 
of rank, thought proper to make an exception from the general 
rule m their favor, and theiefore determined as a mark of 
distinction to grant exemptions to them and then immediate 
relations and dependants , that upon this principle the Butish 
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Government resolved to gnnt exemption to such Chiefs and 
other distinguished personages to the extent of one hundred 
persons as being the number 'which would m general be 
sufficient to embrace their families, and that it is only m 
cases when the party applying for an exemption shall possess 
elevated rank and that the restricted number shall he known 
to be insufficient to include his whole suite, that Government 
will m future be disposed to depart mateiially from the 
established rule , that, therefore, with a view to prevent 
future disappointment, you are instructed to declare that the 
number of exemptions will hereafter be limited, excepting in 
very peculiar cases, to 100 persons, and never on any account 
extended beyond that of^the relations and dependants of any 
Chief, and that the numeious followers who are in the 
habit of joining the Chiefs in the progress of their pilgiim- 
age cannot be permitted to partake of the privilege of 
exemption, which is merely granted as a personal honor to 
themselves, but that they must in common with the subjects 
of the British Government and others be subjected to the 
operation of the legulation for the payment of the tax, 
since they cannot on any principle of justice be permitted 
to enjoy privileges which are denied by Government to its 
own subjeots You will particularly state that the object of 
granting exemptions is not to relieve those to whom they are 
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then pin pose, by bis voluntary seclusion, of throwing on the 
Ranee and the British Government the odium of an imposed 
restraint m which he persevered with an obstinacy, which I 
am fully persuaded has shoitened his life. 

4 The constant exercise which he took formerly les- 
sened the baneful effects of his excessive dunking, and may 
have contributed to his general health In his retirement he 
drank as much or more than evei till a very few days pievious 
to Ins death, when he suddenly relinquished it altogethei m 
consequence of a dream and conti ary to the advice of Ins 
physicians, who recommended him to lessen the quantity 
till he could abstain without risk 

5. In all the late proceedings his hen and successor 
appears in a veiy unfavorable point of view, and evidently 
seems to have assented to the muider of the Misser and eight 
or mne others, u ho, he says, weie meant by the sheep which 
Ulbarl Sing was to bring him, but, whatever may be my 
opinion of Ins head oi heart, I cannot again recommend an 
interference foi the most salutary objects, knowing as I do 
that it is impossible to pi event a perveision and misconstruc- 
tion of the motives which induce it 

6 I have looked to Putteealah with the most anxious 
solicitude "as to a child of my own adoption, and interested 
myself in its prosperity not only m the hope of its doing me 
credit with His Lordship m Councd, but" that the benefits so 
conspicuous there would lead to general imitation, and I have 
only the mortification to see the Ranee's most judicious meas- 
ures opposed, her troops, though better and more regularly paid 
than ever, discontented and disobedient, intrigue and falsehood 
preventing the subjugation of a lefraetory village and murder 
deliberately planned and nearly executed at the Durbai, whilst 
the forbearance of the British Government has been abused 
and held out as an insurance of impunity for crimes of the 
greatest enormity, and the experience of four years has only 
served to convince me that if policy does not dictate the 
necessity of retaining the protection we have assumed it 
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would be more honorable to the British Government to leave 
them to the mercy of Runjeet, and to the effects of their 
own detestable dispositions, than to witness, and in some 
degree to sanction, guilt by impunity. 


157 . From J Adah, Esquire, Secretary to Government in 
the Secret, Political and Foreign Department, to Colonel 
D OoBTBRiONr, Agent, Governor-General, Lodlnana,-— 
dated the 30th of April 1813 . 

I am directed to acknowledge the reoeipt of your dispatch 
of the 2nd instant, 1 communicating further information 
concerning the affairs of Putteealah. 

2. The Governoi -General in Conned ib happy to find 
that the suspicions whioh had been excited that the death 
of the Rajah was occasioned by poison have been satisfactorily 
removed The only party in the Duibar whoso mteiests could 
have led it to seek his death is that of the Kooer, whose prof- 
ligate adherents and counsellors might have prevailed on 
his weak and apparently unprincipled mind to consent to 
such an atrocious act, in order to obtain possession of the 
Government of which they might expect to secuie the 
administration and its consequent advantages to themselves^ 
It must be admitted, however, that there is no evidence of 
any such act or design which can warrant a suspicion of the 
kind 

3 The death of the Rajah is only to be regretted in- 
asmuch as it will probably be followed by the removal of Ranee 
Aus Koor and her faithful minister, Misser Nodha, from 
the~ administration and render the principality of Putteealah 
again the scene of disorders and corruption, little less fatal 
than those from which it was partially and for a time rescued 
by the interference of the British Government It is rather 
to be wished than expected that the young Rajah will be 
guided m any respect by the advice of the Ranee m the 
administration of his affairs That interference must now be 
necessarily withdrawn, as the ciroumstances in which the State 

1 156 mpra 
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of Pultecalnh now stands nrc not sucli ns to justify nn 
aullioiit it no exercise of itj niul it is but too eudcnt tlint it is 
no longer desned bj tliose who originnilj sought it, with the 
exception perhaps of the Ranee and her immediate adherents 
Iloweier weak maj be the understanding or deprnied the 
nuud of the iming Rajah, tlicrc is no ground u Intern for 
eilhei preienting his succession 01 curbing the nuthonty which 
he denies fiom the possession of the Raj It is superfluous 
to obsene tint the personal condition of Rajah Salieb Sing at 
the penod of our interference i\ns essentially different, and 
that we were urgently solicited bj the united aoico of all 
parties, except those whose immediate inleicst was mvolied in 
the maintenance of the existing order of things, to mleipose 
our influence and nulhoiitj ns the only means of pi ei outing 
the rum of the Slate It is with gieat concern that tlio 
Goiernor-Gcneral in Council lus seen the hopes, which he 
entertained of a matcrnl improienient m the State of 
rutteeal ill resulting fiom that liiterfeience, almost entnely 
disappointed bj the penoiso and unprincipled conduct of the 
Surdnrs It is obi ions that nil) ittcmpt to continue it 
will be attended with equal disappointment, and wall only 
render the Bntisli Goi eminent in a manner answerable for the 
great and inci easing culs which it cannot pieient without a 
more direct and dhcieut exercise of its power than lias evci 
been contemplated 

A For these leasons, the Goiernor-General in Council 
has determined to witlidinw fiom all concern in tho affaus 
oE Pullecalxli, and to lesloie our relations with that State to 
the 6ame footing on which they stood bcfoie ivc took pait 
in its internal affaus You will lufei fiom this resolution 
the approbation of the Goi eminent of jour message to tho 
Ranee of which a translation is enclosed m your dispatch, and 
which will haie prepared hei mmd for the deteimination 
now announced 

5 You hnvo heen already authoiizcd to signify to the 
Purbni the resolution of Goieimneul to piotect tho Raiue 
mid Misser Nodha fiom mi) violence to then peimns 
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158 From, Colonel D, Ocutemout, Agent, Governor- General, 
Loodeana, to J, Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment m the Seciet, Political and Foreign Depa)tment , — 
No 171, dated the 23rd of July 1813 

1 have the honor to transmit copies and translations of 

my further correspondence with Kajee Ummer Sing Thappa 
for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor- 
General in Council ■■ 

2 From the letter of Ummer Sing it will be seen that he 
has no intention of relinquishing the four villages belonging 
to Bliutowley, but at this season of the year I was not sorry 
to avail myself of his real or pretended refeience to his 
superi or, clearly pointing out to him that the delay was not to 
be considered as a relinquishment of an unquestionable right 

3 When it appeared that Ummer Sing was likely per- 
tinaciously to retain these villages, I wrote to Captain William 
Richards requesting him to give me every local information 
his notes oi memory could furnish of the general knowledge 
he had acquired of the Goorkka possessions m an excursion 
which he had made with my leave, and on a permission 
obtained from the Kajee, into the Yalley of Kaardeh for timber 
with Lieutenant and Quartet master Young, and a copy of 
his reply 1 will be found m this dispatch, including some 
observations by Mr Hearsey, 1 which m all probability have 
reached His Lordship through some other channel 

4 Mr Hearsey's opinions are in some respects entitled 
to consideration, but I do not see the necessity of so formid- 
able an equipment of Artillery when certainly it would be 
advisable not to have anything superfluous, and of all his 
details m that branch I should imagine the 12-55 carronades 
alone would be particularly useful on account of their size and 
easiei transportation With this exception, all the ordnance 
should consist I imagine of light field pieces, and, as carronades 
are not likely to be m any depht of the Upper Piovmces, 
it would cause too much delay to wait for such an equipment 
as he recommends 


Xot traceable in the Punjab Kccord* 
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r t The accounts I lme received o£ the different passes 
arc formidable, but these people have no idea whit can be 
effected in road limbing by personal labor, and still less of 
what we are capable of surmounting by perseveiance and 
exertion 

C To repel the present and to prevent future aggression, 
it mil perhaps be necessity to convince Ummer Sing that his 
lulls are not to us inaccessible or his forts impregnable, and 
tint once shewn it seems probable that they will cease along 
the v hole extent of the boundary of the two States 

7 Should Ills Lordship in Council be of opinion that 
the best way of enforcing the restitution of the disputed 
villages at Bhutovvley would be to shew onr ability to do much 
more, it would perhaps be thought adusable foi the Infantry 
corps at this station, with the four 12-pounders intended 
01 lgnially foi the foit, to march direct to Nallagurli, which, 
ns w ill be seen l>> the map, is situate at the "west end of the 
vnllev, on the lower jet or point of the high range which 
constituted the Raj of Iliudoor 

S Tins fort, I imagine, would soon fall, and might serve 
as a pnncipal depot for the stores and provisions of the troops 
destined to act iu that quarter From the descriptions I have 
received of Nallagurli, it must 6oon fall, and that alone 
would probably effect evciy object, as it might, as a punish- 
ment for these unprovoked aggressions, he restored to Ram 
Singh or redelivered to the Goorkhas on their engaging not to 
commit the like in future 

9 In order to divide their forces and attention, the 
Ivurnaul Detachment might with ease oooupy the valley 
of Kaardeh, and I am persuaded, by the aid of beldars and 
elephants, get up battering guns and howitzers to the fort 
of Nahan, which m itself has no other stiength than the 
difficulty of approach, and the garrison I should imagine would 
not long resist after the explosion of a few shells within its 
confined limits 

10 If the Goorkhas, as asserted by Mr Hearsey, depend 
on the low country, or their eastern possessions, for supplies. 
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they might bo cut oft without difficulty by the Sehnmnpoor 
Detachment taking possession of the \ alley opposite to 
Ivaaulch, and which is saul io extend to the Ganges 

11 These observations are offered witfi great diffidence, 
and the object 13 more to asceitun the wishes of Iiis Lord- 
ship in Council whcthei the operations after the rains should 
be limited to the mere dislodgment from the Milages which 
they havo unjustly sewed, or extended to a certain degree, so 
os to impress a salutniy comiction that then hills will not 
screen them from the punishment due to unjust and nnpro- 
i oked aggression 

12, I am well aware that the possession of these lulls 
holds oul no object of desire or e\cn of indemnification, but, 
if they nro more assailable in this quarter than any other, an 
attack licio, though not carried the length of expulsion, may 
most effectually terminate all ditfeiences and disputes which 
have been caused by then encroachments on our more valuable 
eastern possessions, and as your letter of the 15th Afay 
mentions that the Knjee’s commnnd extends to the tributary 
yemeendary or ceded lands of Bhutowley, the officer who 
commands the operations heie might be instructed to insist 
at once on the relinquishment of all claims, on any pretence, 
to any lands situated under the hills along the whole extent 
of their recent conquests 

13. I have not said anything of the employment of 
Kislien Sing, whom I personally know, and who has the 
chaiactei of a brave and active soldier, or of Huriuckdeo, 
whom Afi Heaisey teims the Earl of Warwick, because the 
propriety of encouraging 6uch men, or of inviting the people 
to use cn masse, must materially depend m justice and 
humanity on the determination of Hi6 Lordship m Councd 
respecting the ultimate appropriation of the country, or the 
utter expulsion of the Goorkhas 

14j If Ummei Sing Thappn should, after the mms, 
still decline to relinquish the villages in dispute, and it should 
be thought political or expedient to drive them from between 


Encroncli 
moots of 
Gnrldms 
Mllitnrj 
operations 
proposed by 
Colonel 
Oehterlou} 



Ill ] LUDHIANA AGENOY RECORDS, 1812-14 341 


the Sutledge and Jumna, or even beyond the Ganges, I have 
no doubt that the services of Kishen Sing would piove useful 
m various ways, hut there would he too much cruelty m 
the idea of exciting revolt and insurrection to suppose that 
His Lordship would adopt the measure without a previous 
determination of secuimg them against certain punishment 
m the event of any compromise with their pieBent tyrants , 
nor would such a measure peihaps he attended with great 
success in the Kalian district, unless they were assuied they 
should not revert to then former master, who first called the 
Napaulese to fight his battles against his own servants, and 
piobably against the very Hurruckdeo whom Mi Hearsey 
mentions as the fittest man to oarry all plans into effect. 
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16 Undei a firm persuasion that Ummer Sing Thappa 
will compel us to dislodge his troops from below the hills, 
I have ventured to lay the subject more fully before His 
Lordship in Council than may be deemed absolutely necessary , 
but, as the very defence of these places will probably induce 
him to 6end huge detachments, and thereby lead to more 
extensive operations, it appears to me desirable to ascertain 
and receive His Loidship’s instructions for every possible 
event, and I trust on that account I shall be deemed even cable 
for my prolixity 
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159 From J Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to 0 T Metcalfe, Esqwie, Resident at 
Dehli , — dated the 9th of July 1813 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yom dispatch 
of the 18th ultimo, enclosing a copy of your correspondence 
with Colonel Ocliteilony, relative to a reported design of His 
Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk to seek an asylum in the 
Butish dominions 

2 You have formed a just conception of the sentiments 
which the Governor-Geneial m Council entertains on this 
suhjeot The fulfilment of Shah Shooja"’s intention would 
certainly be attended with an extreme degree of embarrass- 
ment, and it is therefore a most desirable object to endeavour, 
by every possible means short of an absolute refusal to receive 
him, to prevail on him to forego his design If pievious 
notice is given, the object may not be difficult of accomplish- 
ment It may indeed be mferred from the veiy fact of such 
previous notice being given, that the unfortunate monarch 
would be legulated by the tenor of the answer in his subse- 
quent proceedings, and His Lordship m Council is satisfied 
that youi talents and address will enable you to divert him 
fiom his plan with the least possible injury to his feelings 

3 If His Majesty should proceed to the Butish fron- 
tier without previous notice, it will of course be necessary that 
m any intercourse which it may be necessary foi the officers 
of the Government to hold with him, the utmost delicacy, 
respect and attention should be manifested towards him, 
without, however, deviating from the cautious line of conduct 
stated m your letter to Colonel Oehterlony 

4* The instructions conveyed to you in my lettei of the 
19th December 1812, relative to the conduct and demeanour 
to be observed towards the Queen of Shah Shooja, m the 
event of that PnnceBS seeking an asylum m the Honorable 
Company’s territory, are applicable to the present case The 
residence of the Shah himself, however, in these dominions 
would be infinitely more embarrassing in a political point of 
new, and a source of greater expense than that of the Queen 
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5. IC (be nclunl nppioath o£ the King 1 cannot be pre- 
vented, it mil at least be some advantage to del iv lus actual 
entrance into our provinces for a tun.* bj pci binding linn 
to suspend bis progress until a reference can lie made to tbe 
Government. 

G In carrying these insti actions into effect Ills Loid- 
elnp in Council reposes just confidence in tbe approved abililj, 
addicss aud experience of voiirself and Colonel Ochterlonv, to 
whom you will be pleased to cominumcite these instructions 
for bis guidance 

160 . r, om J Atxv, llsqtttic, Seri c/dri/ lo Got eminent, 1'oit 
11*1^111)11, to Colonel 1) Oliiti ri n\i , Agent, Got a not - 
General , Todhumt i , — dated the 20th of Itir/us/ 181 1 

1 am directed to ncknovv ledge the receipt of vour di«pilch 
of the 2 ‘3rd ultimo,’ enclosing the continuation oT your couc- 
spondence with Ummer Sing Thappa, fiom which it appears 
that lie is disposed lo maintain the right of the Nipaule-e to 
the four villages below the lulls, belonging lo ltijali Run 
Sing of rnlasscau 

2 You have also submitted foi the consideration oE 
Gov eminent a sjstem of operations to he eventually undei- 
tahen against the Ishpanlcsc for the purpose of dispossessing 
them o£ their recent conquests m the lulls between the 
Sulledge and the Jumna The Governoi General in Council 
considers the information which yon have collected with 
relation to this subject to he higlilj ciedilable to jour pubhek 
zeal and to the activity and intelligence of the gentlemen 
fiom whom you have obtained it 

3 It is, howevei, far fiom being tho wish oi intention 
of the Govemoi -General m Council to engage in any extended 
scheme of operations such as that contemplated m those 
papers His Lordship in Council is, on tbe contrary, desirous 
of maintaining the existing relation of friendship with the 
Nipaulcsc Government, and of effecting an adjustment of all 
disputed points by amicable negotiation, if practicable If, 

’ 157 tttqna 
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however, the obstinacy and arrogance of the Nipaulese shall 
compel this Government to have reeomso to arms in the 
defence of the lights of its subjects and dependants, it will 
still bo IIis Lordship m Council’s rush, as long as it is 
piacticablo, to confine our measures to the expulsion of the 
Nipauleso from the lands under our protection which they 
may usurp, without letahatmg by an attack on their posses- 
sions m the hills, with respect to which we claim no light of 
interference 

4. The Governor- General in Council is therefore pleased 
to desire that yon mil regulate youi proceedings by the 
principles stated in the instructions of the loth May and in 
this dispatch 

161 From Colonel E> OoIitemom , Agent, Goiernor-Gencral, 
Loodeana, io J Ad4V , Esquire, Secretary to Government 
in the Secret, Political and Foicign Department , — 
No 181, dated the 2Sth of October 1813. 

It is with great satisfaction I do myself the honor to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Eight Hon’ble the 
Governor-General in Council, of the restitution of the four 
villages of Bhutowley to Bajah Earn Sing of Pallassean 

2 My dispatch No 182 informed you of the evacua- 
tion of Moondlai and Beiowley, and, though Ummer Sing 
Thappa denies that they were yielded to the troops from 
Putteealah, it does not reflect less credit on the obedience and 
Teady services of the Malia Eajah’s confidential servants, and 
there can be little doubt that their piesence pievented more 
extensive aggressions on similar pretexts 

8 The tone of the Vakeels, who delivered the letter of 
which I have the honor to transmit a translation, 1 is quite 
changed, and, instead of the presumptuous arrogance displayed 
on all former occasions, they adopt a style humble even to 
servility, and profess a leadiness to give up twenty villages if 
lequired rather than permit the slightest diminution of the 
harmony which has subsisted so long between the two 
Governments 


1 Not traceable m the Punjab Records 
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4 "Whether this change has pioceeded from seeing the 
determination to insist on the restitution of the places they 
had so unjustly usurped or by orders from the Nepaulese 
Rajah, it is satisfactory to behove that it will prevent the 
recurrence of similar disputes , and as they expiessed a most 
urgent wish that I should comply with Ummer Sing’s request 
to meet him, I trust His Lordship m Council will appiove of 
my leady acquiescence and of my assuring him that I was 
happy to comply with any suggestion, which Ummer Sing 
thought of any importance, to mark the amicable adjustment 
of all disputes m this quarter and the coidiality and good-will 
existing between our respective supeuors I shall accordingly 
proceed on the 3rd November by the way of Rooper and leave 
the place of meeting to Ummer Sing After the interview 
with Ummer Sing, I propose, and hope it will be sanctioned 
by His Lordship’s appiobation, to skirt along the hills, 01 as 
near as the roads will admit, not only for the purpose of 
acquiring a moie accuiate knowledge of the country, but to 
see the villages of Moondlai and Beiowley, which are yet 
occupied by troops fiom Putteealah, then proprietors, Maldeo 
and Naramdas, having declined to leceive them till they weie 
re-established in two other villages which I nevei before heaid 
of, which they acknowledge to have been seized more than 
two years since, and which I have very great reason to suspect 
are situated on the hills, and do not at all come withm the 
protected limits They also complain that a hill streamlet 
which watered these villages has been dammed up, and they 
lequire that this also should be demanded fiom the Goorkhas 

5 I have so oftou had occasion to describe the people of 
this oountiy that no act of absurdity can now suipuse, and I 
have only thought it neeessaiy to inform them that if they 
do not choose to receive them as they are, without flattering 
themselves that the British Government will support them m 
unjust oi unwarrantable pietensions, they may permit the 
Putteealah troops to remain, and I shall recommend to His 
Lordship in Council that they should be peimanent tlianas 
and the \ lllages consideied as no longer their pioperty 

44 
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6 At Moondlai I shall not be many days* march from 
the J umna, and I hope Hib Lordship in Council -will approve 
of my proceeding to Boonah for the double purpose of 
ascertaining the ghauts at which, duties are collected, the 
Surdars to whom they belong, and the amount of their annual 
collections, and of trying if possible to reconcile the differen- 
ces between the two brothers, sons of Shair Sing, and the 
widow of the Surdax Bhugwan Sing, between all of whom 
and with each other there exists some cause of discord and 
dissension, which daily produces a contest and the wanton 
sacrifice of the lives of some of their dependants 

7 The town of Booriah itself, once a large and very 
populous city, is represented to be flourishing, and inhabited 
only m one 6mall quarter or portion which belongs to the 
widow above mentioned whilst all the rest is one scene of 
desolation and rum These dissensions are said to be fomented 
by the intrigues and artifices of the arch-fiend Jodh Sing, 
Kulseeah, who has no other object but to make himself of 
consequence to all, that all may ultimately come under his 
controul , and I hope to show them that their real interests 
are in placing their sole dependance on the justice of the 
British Government and m mutual cordiality and forbearance 

8 If I am successful, these Surdars will reap the full 
benefit of the protection which has been afforded them in one 
of the most fertile districts on this side the Sutledge, and the 
inhabitants and ryots will no longer be distracted by the 
rapine, anaichy and bloodshed which are the consequences of 
their continued animosity. 

9 If on my return from this excursion I should find there 
is no particular necessity for my presence, I should esteem 
myself particularly favoured if His Lordship m Council would 
permit me to proceed to Dehli for the purpose of bringing up 
my daughter, recently arrived from England, and of paying a 
short vi6it to my friend Mr Metcalfe at Dehli, In urging 
this request I beg His Lordship may be assured I shall 
not avail myself of his permission unless perfectly satisfied 
that my presence 16 not at the moment particularly necessary 
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10. Runjeet is at Seallkote, and said to be intending a 
second attempt on Cashmere, if not mteriupted by a visit 
from Fntteli Khan, who is mentioned as collecting an army 
to retrieve bis defeat at Attock 


162 From Oolonel D Oobterlont, Agent, Governor- General, 
Loodeana, to J Adah, Esqun e, Secretary to Govern- 
ment in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department , — 
No 186, dated the 18th of December 1813 

In my dispatch No 184 1 I did myself the honor to 
mention my proposed tour to meet Ummer Sing Thappa, 
to examine the site of the villages lately restored by that 
Chief, and to proceed from thence to Boonah for purposes 
detailed in that lettei 

2. I have now the honor to report the result of this 
excursion for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council, and to express my hope that it 
will be found attended with some beneficial effects, though 
from ciicumstances unavoidable not so complete as I had too 
eangumely expected 

3 On the 3rd ultimo I left this station, and on the 

arrived at Rooper, where the Surdar Bhoop Sing, waited upon 
me, and after expressing in the usual complimentary form 
his pleasure at my arrival entered into a conversation from 
which I found he had been summoned, either directly or 
indirectly, to attend Runjeet with his troops , that he had 
hitherto evaded a compliance, and most anxiously wished to 
avoid it altogether if lie could be assured that no ill conse- 
quence would result fiom his lefusah Having heard all he 
had to urge on the subject, I told him that the certain 
consequences of his refusal would be the seizure and loss of 
any villages on the right bank, and I therefore recommended 
him, if he had any interest to serve, to obey the call, aB the 
friendship which now subsisted between the British Govern- 
ment and Runjeet would prevent my blaming him for an 
attendance which allowed him to retain any possessions he 

1 161 supra 
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migh( have on that pub, which was complete!) under 
BunieeFs nuthoutv Ho informed me (lint lie did not nt this 
moment i l 'n.'qah on tlio right brink, nnd tlint ant 

Inline claims lie might Into would bo glndlv relinquished 
foi the comfort nnd wturih cnjoiod under the British 
pi election 

4 I (old him nt (he pome fttno to state hip situation 
in writing, and I would give him an answer to enable him 
to judge wlnt uas bed, nnd ns n guide to hip conduct In 
consequence lie sent me a paper winch, with my replies, will 
be seen m inn<d°tion No l, 1 nnd in which I (rust it will be 
found I hue acted in c tncl confound) to instructions in 
dot ei mining as a principle tint no long established Surdar on 
the left b ink of (bo Sutlcdge, not boldiug lands the immediate 
gift of Jtunieet, can be molested for a refusal to attend him 
in the Punjab. 

5 From Hooper I proceeded to Pnlassean, the residence 
of Rajah Bam Surn, 1 itc of Hindoor, and bnd the satisfaction 
of bearing from lum the most gi.ateful acknowledgments to 
the Butish Government for their seasonable protection, and 
the restitution of tbo four disputed villages of Bhutowley, 
which I ascertained on tlie spot to bo strictly w ltbm the valley 
of Pini'ioie, and, though situate on using ground, most 
distinctly separated fiom the lulls which could have afforded 
the Goorkha any pretext for his encroachment 

G. The country fiom Pakassean to Buddmn all belongs to 
Bam Surn, aud it was with equal surpnse and pleasure that 
I observed tlio veiy great improvement which bnd taken place 
m bis district since my last visit to the valley I found on 
enquiry that many of his old subjects from Hindoor bad fled 
to him fiom the grievous oppiession of the Goorkhns, and 
that be liad so considerably mcieased the cultivation and 
produce of bis lowland possessions that it was doubted 
whether in point of revenue be was a loser by bis expulsion 
from bis hereditary Raj 

1 2fot traceable in the Tnnjub Records 
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7 In Punjorc proper, \\ Inch belongs to Pultcenlah, tliero 
i<5 nol much alteration, though the soil seems excellent with a 
great command of watei , hut this may he attnbuted as 
much to Iho want of that local influence possessed hy Rajah 
Ram Sum as to a want of due attention in the management 
I shall not, however, neglect to point out to the present 
administration of Putteealah the great impiovement of which 
it appears susceptible and the means most likely to effect it, 
and I hope the tour now making by the Malta R tjah and his 
confidential minister, Mieser Xovvdha, for the correction of 
past abuses and the introduction of new reforms, will he 
extended to that qu irtcr 

3 From Punjore on the 10th of Nov ember I crossed 
the i alley to a place of worship called Kalkn, and immediately 
under and about a mile distant from the fort of Tucksal 
held ni} f interview with Ummor Sing Thappa, who in a 
long and laboured speech expressed lus joy at the amicable 
termination of all disputes, and lus ft regret that he w as not 
fully informed bj lus Vakeel and different messengers of 
my anxiety for the restitution of Bhulowley, See ” I answered 
this speech hj saying that I was equally gratified hy tho 
amicable termination and that, as the places weie now restoicd, 
there was ouo essential benefit w Inch had occurred hy the 
delay, that each of us had recciv ed such instructions that there 
was scarcely a possibility of the recurrence of dispute 

9 After many enquiries respecting Mi Hastings and 
different gentlemen who had been on the Missions to Nepaul, 
ho expressed himself very anxious that my Assistant, Mr 
Ochtcrlony, and his second 6on, who was present at the meet- 
ing, should exchange turbands To this unexpected request I 
was at a loss at first what to reply, but at last told lum that I 
should be glad of any ciroumstance which would mark our 
personal cordiality , hut, as his request might be made undei 
erroneous lmpiessions, it was necessary to mfoim him that our 
usages were essentially different, and, though his son might 
succeed to a share of the power and command which he 
himself enjoyed, Mi Oohterlony was not even a military man, 
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but attached personally to me, who might be removed soon to 
another command His answer was that he did not wish it 
on such an account, but to prove om personal friendship , and 
the ceremony was generally adjusted by himself, except that, 
as Mr. Ochterlony did not wear a torband, I desired that he 
might piesent his new brother with a hhtllut in which there 
should be a turband and receive one m leturn 

10 On my taking leave none o£ the usual ceremonies 
of exchanging presents as in Hindoostan occurred, but he 
requested I would allow his relation, Bhugty Thappa, to visit 
me at Punjore the following day, as he and many of his troops 
were very anxious to see us, but he had not permitted them to 
accompany him till he could ascertain that such a crowd would 
not be disagieeable 

11 This relation, attended by a most ounous rabble 
called troops, visited me the following day, bringing with him 
from Ummer Sing many birds, some deer and other animals, 
natives of the hills, but none either curious or rare, excepting 
a female musk deer, which, if thought worthy of conveyance, 
shall be forwarded to the Right Hoir’blo the Governor-Gen- 
eral by the earliest opportunity 

12 On the 12th we arrived at Munny Majra, where the 
Rajah, Gopaul Sing, expressed his gratitude for the honors 
recently conferred upon him through the kind consideration of 
the British Government , and here I received the representation 
of which No 2 is a translation, 1 and forms one of many 
instances and proofs that an inadequate knowledge of their 
own situation, and a dread of the power of Jodh Sing, Kulsia, 
has induced numbers, against their inclinations and to their 
great loss, to accompany that Chief on his excursions to the 
Punjaub from which he alone reaps advantage from the 
bounty of Runjeet, at the expense of those who acquired their 
possessions, as he did his own, by division m their earliest 
conquests, and many of whom had originally much larger 
Bhares and superior power 

1 Not traceable in the Punjab Record* 
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18 From Munny Majra I proceeded to Ramgarh and Visit to 
from Ramgarh to Raipoor I went round by the village of recently re 
Berowley, one of tbe late usurpations of Ummer Sing, which the 

village I found to consist of not more than at the utmost 
twenty houses, but situate (notwithstanding all I had heard) 
most decidedly on the hills which I consider as the Goorkha 
territory, and for which it is easy to account only by suppos- 
ing that the choice was made to secure them against the 
anarchy, discord and confusion which prevailed amongst the 
Sikhs themselves till our arrival The aiable land, however, 

(which is considerable), belonging to the village is as decidedly 
on the plain, within the protected districts, but, having ascer- 
tained its exact situation, I thought it my duty to write to 
the proprietors that, though the lands were on the plain, the 
site of the village was not only contrary to what they had 
stated, but highly objectionable, and if they did not remove 
the village to the plains, which alone weie valuable, I should 
not think it my duty to make any exertions m their favor 
if any future disputes should occur 

14? Between Raipoor and Naraingarh I again struck 
towards the lulls and inspected the late scene of contest, 

Moondlai, which is what they call a gnrhy with small hollow 
bastions with walls hardly so thick as a common dwelling 
house , but, though neither so high on the hills or distinctly 
marked as Berowley, is still on a small table-land at their 
very base, and in truth so connected with them that were it 
not for the circumstance of the cultivatable lands belonging 
to ,it being also on the plain, our right of interference would 
have been questionable , and I again from Naraingarh wrote 
to the proprietors at Ramgarh my observations respecting 
the site of Moondlai, but as I proceeded I heard of others 
belonging to Surdars of the protected districts, and, unless the 
cultivatable land rather than the site of the village is to be 
the criterion of protection, it may be difficult to decide on 
future claims, though I do not apprehend any are likely to 
arise, for it appears to me that Ummer Sing would have 
used other arguments in our late discussions if he had not 
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truly considered that the only value of the villages was m 
the arable lands attached to them on the plain 

15 Fiona Naraingarli I pioceeded to Sadhowra, where 
I took the opportunity of fully investigating Jodh Sing 
Kulsiah's right of expelling Punjaub Sing from the property 
in that talooq^na. 

16. This petty Surdar had fled to Putteealah on the 
seizure of his lands, and had gone with the troops ordered 
to effect the evacuation of Moondlai with the small number of 
his adherents, and Ins first representations artfully stated that 
his joining the Ranee's troops in obedience to my orders was 
the 6ole cause of the enmity and ill-usage he had received 
This representation, seconded and confirmed by letters from 
Putteealah, induced me to write to Jodh Sing that I had 
etiong doubts whethei he had any real authority over Punjaub 
Sing, but if he was Ins Mtssuldar or even his household 
servant he should not lose a lecgaft of ground for serving the 
Bntish Government and obeying my orders 

17 Jodh Sing replied that the complainant was Ins 
Mtssuldar, but that it was only foi old offences that he had 
confiscated his property, and, so far from considering his 
obedience to my orders as a crime, he himself had sent a 
small party to join the Putteealah troops 

18 The translation No 8 1 is drawn up from the answers 
I received myself during my stay there from one of the oldest 
and best informed inhabitants, and from replies given to an 
under-moonshy whom I ordered to remain behind to prosecute 
the enquiry, giving him leading points for his guidance in 
the investigation 

19 From this prolix detail it will be most satisfactorily 
proved to His Lordship m Council that, although Punjaub 
Sing did not suffer from the cause he represented, he did not 
owe the smallest portion of his possessions to the bounty of 
Jodh Sing, Kulsia , that m truth his first offence was his 
resisting what he considered an undue exercise of authority, 

1 Not traceable in tho Punjab Records 
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anil i lie second his noi ohejnig an oulei to attend linn to the 
Puniuib, in which, pirliculailj in (he expedition to Cashmeie, 
tho\ had sustained gieat losq, whilst lie .done lecencd remu- 
neration The only hindne-s nlnch ho lcceived ms tho 
tcmpoiarj shelter of his mother, and Ins influence (not Ins 
active liitoifercnce) to ohlun her leave to lexide m her own 
house unmolest ■xl, hut without the means of suhsistence To 
counterh.dance this solitaiv act of kindness, he 1m 1 pieviouslj 
sci7cd their pnntipal village tint gave name to the tube of 
Zu (Terpooreans, which lie retains to this day 

20 Of the horse which he constanilv caines into the 
Piinym!) to attend in all Hun peel’s expeditions, a very large 
proportion is of (he deccuption of pmple who, without possess- 
ing am thing In his gift, joined him, as his power increased, 
either to sci ure them=el\es from Ins vengeance, m the hope 
of plunder, oi a combination of both (manuscupt illegible) 

2-1. As there is no longer plunder on tins side and then 
attend nice on the other is attended with loss, llioj rc\olt at 
this forced service, an l mow with env \ the comparaliv e ease 
and comfort of those of their hretlnen who are attached to 
Chiefs having no connection with Ituuieet, and call for the 
performance of such duties as they willingly peiform and 
lea»c them much leisure to remain at home and superintend 
the shares acquired h) then aucesfois 

22 I liusfc it will appeal to His Loidslup m Council 
that, if .Todh Sing vvis less decidedly and notouously hostile 
to the Bulisli Government, and it was not a mat lei of policy 
to lessen his influence, still that this class of people would 
meat lclief, and humanity would mtcifeic to pievent their 
being foiced from then homes to distant and dangeious 
expeditions foi the mere purpose of aggrandizing an individual 
at then expense 

23 If it is not thought necessaiy to pievent Ins taking 
snob ns choose to follow his foi tunes, it seems unjust that he 
should compel others to sliaie them who aie satisfied with the 
comfort they might enjoy under British protection, and who 
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catinol be thought the less entitled to it because the} are 
■weak and lie is powerful 

21 Ola still more oppressive description is No -l 1 from 
the Pitaiis of Klu/ornbul, from whom, having' wrested one- 
half of their origiu.il possession^, he now wishes to demand 
personal sci \ ice 

25 Fiom IChwembad I proceeded to Booriali, where X 
liad the gicotest pleasure in settling all causes of dispute aud 
effecting what I hope will prove a cordial and permanent 
reconciliation between the two sons of Shair Sing, and, 
though I was not so successful m getting the confidential 
servants of these jouths to agiee to a compromise of any 
kind between them and the Banco of Blmgwan Sing, who 
now holds tho other half of Boonali, jet, as they have now no 
just ground of cav ll or discord, I hope, though I could not 
mnko them friends, then cumily will no longer be attended 
with those atrocities which have hitherto attended it. 

2G On my return towards Loodeana, and as soon as I 
enteied the road that leads from Kurnaul to Loodeana, I was 
harassed and griev ed at ev cry stage to hear that the detach- 
ments passing and repassing between these two stations, and 
even individual sepahees going on leave or discharged the 
service, wcie in the habit oE seizing people (beegars) to carry 
then baggage I could onlj r piormse that I would give the 
subject consideration and endeavour to find a remedy 

27. Cruel and oppressive as this practice appears, it is, 
I believe, general thioughout Hmdoostan, and every village 
gives up a portion of its land to Chnmars who are bound to 
perfoi m this serv ice , but it is not to he doubted that this 
arrangement was intended for the benefit of individual travel- 
ler, and that Large bodies passing must require much greater 
aid than such an establishment can yield or so small a part 
of the population furnish, and it therefore happens that 
women, childien and others of the better classes are seized 
for these purposes 

1 Not traceable m the Punjab Records 
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28 I am aware that this practice is expiessly prohibited System of 

forced labour 

m our owu provinces, but I am assured xiom what X consider between 
very good authority that it still m a certain degree prevails, luXSiT* 
and that the only places really exempt fiom the oppression aie 
those wlieie police thauas aie actually established 

29 It should be the duty of the Commanding Officers 
of Loodeana and of Kurnaul to take caie, when detachments 
are ordered to pass through this country, most particularly to 
explain that no seizures of this kind will he peimitted, and 
that they must take with them the carnage requisite for the 
conveyance of their baggage , but in order to give greater 
effect to this prohibition I would most humbly suggest that 
the general oiders and regulations on this subject should be 
declared expressly to extend to the Protected districts 

30 In order, on the other hand, to lemedy any incon- 
venience or distress which might be sustained from this 
regulation m cases of casualties on the march, I would beg 
leave to he allowed to write to the several Chiefs on the roadB 
that they are expected and enjoined to give every assistance to 
British troops passing, who will pay for whatever is received, 
hut that in the particular instance of heeqars the Thanadars 
should he directed to comply with any requisition from an 
officei to the veiy extent of his means, and that for every man 
so required he should previously receive at the rate of four pice 
per man for the succeeding maich, m order that the people bo 
employed might cleaily understand their services u ere not 
insisted on without a due leward 

81 If the Thanadars were once authorised to refuse 
these people without they received an advance, I have no 
doubt that a very great source of oppression would cease, m its 
being no longer demanded by the smaller detachments and by 

indn idual sepahees or travellers who now claim the assistance 
authontatively 

32 I take the liberty to recommend this subject to the 
consideration of the Eight Hon'ble the Governor- Geneial m 
Council as one which affects our character with our piotegds 
" ° P eilia P s ta\e heard of our prohibitive iules on this 
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subject in our own territory and inn) be astonished at its 
usual adoption in then own 

33 I now conic to the 3th 1 and last document accom- 
panying this disp ilt h, and lug Kaye to mention that tlie 
duties said to be pud on a float of timber are, I bate not 
the least doubt, peifectly correct, ns I ordered them to he 
puichu c cd for imeelf and taken all the way to Kurnaul for 
the express purpose of wcertaimng at what ghauts duties were 
lowed md what from each The other paper is made out 
from in) own enquiries at and between Klnzernbad and Bounta 
(the Kaaideh post) and from the accounts of a man whom I 
emplo)ed \ci) shoill) after the receipt of your instructions to 
that effect 

3-f It was ascertained to my perfect satisfaction that 
Ins account of the ee\enl ghauts and the sum for which they 
weie fanned was conect, but it was not found practicable to 
conjecture wlnt portion of tins sum could be reckoned as 
timbci duties , bub with tbo information now obtained a 
specific demand may bo made of wdiat they themselves 
estimate the timber duties, without danger of great exaggera- 
tion I am, howci ei, now perfectly satisfied that this source 
of \exation, trouble and incona enience to nidrwduals as well as 
tiaacllers does not yield tbc annual sum of 5,000 rupees to tlie 
whole body of propnetors of ghauts If stated at much less 
it would peihaps be neaier the truth, hut the duties, though in 
the aggregate aery considerable, aie not the worst effect of 
their interference, for I beheye a float seldom passes m which 
part is not stolen by their servants or for tliemsehes, and 
sometimes of four or five one complete float is seized as 
recently done by a son of Jodh Sing, Kulsiab 

35 It may be thought most propel and dignified in the 
Butisli Government to make a reasonable compensation to the 
propuetois of these ghauts , but if it is so done, I beg leave to 
express my hope that it will be offered, authoritatively and 
expressly, to take from them the shadow of a pietext for the 
ohstiuction of any timber whatever, public oi private But 
1 Xot traceable in the Punjab Records 
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the more I ie(lect on the subject — and I have gnen it c\ery 
consideration since the receipt of jour lcttei — the moie I am 
convinced that not ono of the Siudars will considei himself 
lepaul bj r any sum which can be given to restiam him from 
evoicismg what ho m Ins pude considcis a privilege of his 
sovereignty I theiefoie do not ically think, notwithstanding 
the essential benefit confeiicd should lender these duties but 
as a straw, they would feel 01 acknowledge either justice or 
generosity in the intended compensation, and I am most hum- 
bly of opinion that a light which the}' will not wilhnglj and 
gratefully compromise had bettei be abolished bj authoiity 

3G No 5 1 would have been the subject of a separate Rn],] Wl of 
dispatch, if I had not poiceived on the list of ghaut*- wh * re a7r!m V” 
duties are levied oue (Dahowly) belonging (o Goolauh Sing of 1 rriiorj 
Tkaneisur 
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Robbery of a guilty, chastisement would have been merited By screening 
TWlnwar the offenders he increases the suspicion, by the parties injured 

territory most fiimly believed, that he participated laigely m the 

plunder of their property, and that these men and others are 
maintained by him for such purposes Had the bankers been 
inhabitants of Thaneisur and Pulwul had been a village 
belonging to another Sordar, Goolaub Sing, according to the 
usage of this country, would have first made his complaint to 
the proprietary Surdar and established the fact of the robbery 
within the limits of his village and jurisdiction, and fading of 
redress, if he thought himself equal in strength or power, he 
would have taken the first opportunity of canymg off the 
cattle of the place accused, or he would have seized and 
detained the first inhabitant of Pulwul he could lay hold of 
till his subjects were indemnified. 

89 This is the constant practice, and it is not long since 
a complaint was made m exactly a similar case that Bhunga 
Sing, the uncle of Goolaub Sing, had seized four hundred head 
of cattle fiom a vdlage belonging to Booriah, on the ground 
that an inhabitant of Thaneisur had been robbed of 1,800 
rupees, and the people of Booriah only complained of this act 
because it was done without any previous demand on them for 
justice and without establishing the fact that the robbery was 
committed at the village to which the cattle belonged 

40 That justice therefore, whioh he would have been 
compelled to do to the dependant of another Surdar, he refuses 
to the British Government because he has not yet seen an 
instance of their mdemmfying their subjects by the seizure 
of cattle, or by any positive demand of restitution, m the 
numerous instances of robbery which have occurred to detach- 
ments and individuals at and in the vicinity of Thaneisur 

41 It will not, I trust, be denied that, whilst the 
British Government affords its benignant and gratuitous 
protection to a whole country, the servants and dependants of 
that Government should pass through it unmolested, but I 
much fear such effects will not be the spontaneous result of 
the consideration or gratitude of those protected , and, as a 
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most umimrited delicacy Imp decided Hint a judicial tnbunnl Rotten of o 
shall not lie established, I nru persuaded (hero will be no pie- TliAne^ir 
vent ion of tlie«e frequent ncU of plunder but by a specific and territory 
distinct notification (o all the Surdars that they must bo 
tlienwehes responsible for (lie full amount, "non on oath, of 
all losse- sustained bj British subjects withm their respective 
territories 

12 It is in the instance of Goolaub Sing of Tlmneisur 
most clearlv proved that the robbery took place m Ins lands , 
that bis people detained the banker’s servants during the day 
and forcibh expelled them towards evening , that the men 
guilt \ of (Ins forcible detention were pointed out in lus 
presence and are the dependants, if not the hired sen ants, of 
Goolaub Sing, and that be lias declined sending the>o persons 
to LockI can a or Dclili for investigation of their conduct 

■13 Under nil the«o circumstances it appears a duty 
incumbent on me to recommend lint a demand of the restitu- 
tion of the 1,7 GO rupees should in the first instance be made 
from Goolaub Sing, and m the event of Ins refusal that the 
village and ghaut of Dnkowly should ho taken possession of 
b) a British force, and either kept entirely or till the full 
amount of the loss sustained b) Hie bankers is collected from 
the glnut uid produce of the v lllnge. 

41 1 v enture most humbly to recommend this measure 

in the firm persuasion that one instance of the exercise of sneb 
[ authority will lm e llio most salutary consequences, if not 
entirely put a 6top to the practice of robbery and ev cn more 
effectually than a demand that the perpetrators shall bo 
dcliv ered up to justice 

45 It remains for me now only to express my hope 
that His Lordship in Council will receive tho sentiments and 
suggestions w Inch I hav o thought it my duty to offer with 
that indulgence I have been accustomed to experience, and to 
assure you that if I have failed m obtaining all the ends I 
proposed by my excursion it has not been from want of 
exertion or diligence 
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4G This dispatch Hill, as usual, bo foi warded through 
the Resident, of Dchli, and, nhilst his supcuoi judgment n ill 
aid, amend and mppoit any useful suggestion, his local 
expcnenco and infoimation mil conect my opinions on any 
pioposilion of an unnd\ liable 01 impioper tendency To 
suppress abuse and unjustifiable oppiession, to pieienl plunder, 
and to show the Bntish Go\ eminent mild and just, but firm 
in the exercise of their undoubted authonty, aic the objects 
of my anxious solicitude, but whethei the means I have 
a entured humbly to piopose are best foi their attainment is 
for the enlightened judgment and wisdom of His Lordship 
in Council to determine 
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163 From Colonel D OcnTEniovr, Agent, Governor-General, 
Lcodeana, to J Ad in, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department,— 
No 187, dated Loodeana, the 20th of December 1813 

In my repoit of the 18th instant, No 1SG, 1 I omitted to 
mention that the visit of Bliugtj’- Sing Tliappa on the 11th at 
Punjoie had othei objects than the mere delivery of the birds, 
&c , or of seeing me After having presented these articles 
and requesting my acceptance of them as of no value, but as 
cmiosities, the produce of the barren hills he commanded, 
he requested a private conference, m which he stated at great 
length, and as he said by desire of Ummer Sing Thappa, a 
detail of the siege of Kangra, and attributed their final 
retreat, not to the supenor conduct or hravery of Itunjeet 
and his foices, but to an unmerited confidence m the most 
solemn promises of Itunjeet, whioh to the last moment had 
deceived them by assurances that he had no intention to 
mterfeie m the engagement which Sunsar Chund had entered 
into of delivering that fort on a particular da\ , that Ummer 
Sing was most anxious to retneve the ciedit he had lost by 
being the dupe of this tieachery and to punish it, and wished 
to obtain my permission to make a second attack on the fort 
of Kangra and to obtain my advice on the subject I told 

1 162 supra 
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lnra lint Knngra was n place winch did not in any shape 
belong; to us, or come undei om piolcction, and that of course 
TJmmcr Sing; might act as he pleased on the subject, but 
if he asked m\ pm ate opinion as to the expediency, I thought 
there was little chance of his succeeding in an enterpme 
which before cost linn more than tlnee \ ears’ lnboi when only 
defended In Sunsnr Chuml, and (hat he must ho aware that 
(lie place was now plentifully stocked with provisions and 
would not onh bo defended bj a strong garrison within, but 
In a numerous force without. 

2 lie wished to insinuate fiom his iepl\ that Ummer 
Sing thought linns df cqtiil to cope with an} (loops Itunjeet 
would bring if assured of oui non-interfeience , but at length 
plainly said that Ummer Sing " considered us only here with 
an intention to ad\ nice hereafter uul possess oursehes of tho 
l’tinj Mih ” 1 assured him that this idea was most crioneons, 
and that whilst Runiect observed, ns he hid hithoilo done, Ins 
ongigenmnls with the British Go\ eminent such an eront was 
impossible, and that Ummer Sing might easih sec that the 
Governin' nt could hive no wish to extend Us power or increase 
its revenue by the simple fact of om affording a gratuitous 
piolcction to the Sikh Surdais on tins side the Sutlcdge 

3 Though he did not speak his sentiments in plain 
bums, I could cisily perceive tint he dul not give due ciedit 
to my assei lions, and that the fact I alluded to as well as my 
denial of any future attempt on the Punjanb were, the olio 
considered only in fmtheiaucc of a greatci object, and tho 
other attributed to a deep policy which sought to conceal it, 
hut ho pretended to acquiesce and relinquished tho subject 
lie then disclosed the endent motne which had led to the 
exchange of tnrbnnds, which had excited my surpuse, by 
mentioning that the youth who had become the adopted 
Inolher of Air Ochteilony was afflicted by a ceitaiu disoidei 
which had attained a dreadful height, was daily undei mining 
his constitution and had baffled all the skill of then best 
physicians, and lie made an mgent lequcst that one of oui 
Suigeons might be sent to attend him. 
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4 In reply I neural Imn that, if one could have been 
spaicd, I would with pleasure have asked a gentleman to 
comply with Ins wishes, but tie had bo few that it was 
impossible, but if the Kajee would send the young man to 
Loodcana, he should be taken the gieatest care of and a medi- 
cal gentleman would gi\e him the best aduce 

5 The ) oung man accordingly ai nved here on the 6th 
instant and lues in tents neai my house pitched foi his 
accommodation, and the letter of which I have the honor to 
transmit a translation was written m consequence of this lad 
having repeated the 6ame proposals and many of the same 
arguments made use of by Bliugty Sing Thappa at Pnnjore 

6 Considering it my duty to transmit the letter, I 
haie been obliged to entei this explanation, as it would have 
been unintelligible without a lefeience to the preceding 
conversations and the circumstance of the 6on of Ummer 
Sing being now at Loodeana 

164 From J Adam, Esqune, Sccrctaiy to Government tn the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Depai tment, to Colonel 
D OcuTERLOtr, Agent, Governor-General, Lodhxana , — • 
No. 186, dated the 4th February 1814 

1 aji duected to acknowledge the receipt of your dis- 
patches Nos 1S6 and 1S7, 1 under dates the 18th and 
20th December, and to communicate to you the following 
observations and instructions on the several points to which 
they refer 

2 I am m the first place instructed to signify to you 
the approbation of His Excellency in Councd of the general 
tenor of your proceedings, as described in your dispatch 
No 186, and the satisfaction which Government has derived 
from the information which it affords of the tranquil and 
prosperous condition of the countnes uuder the piotection of 
the Butish Government, and the feeling of lespect for its 
authonty and reliance on its justice which appears to pievatl 
among the Chiefs and inhabitants 


1 102 and 163 snprir 
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3 I now pioceed to adveit to the particulai questions 
lefeired by you in the older in which they are tieated m your 
dispatch 

4 The tenoi of your leply to the application of Bhoop 
Sing, the Chief of Roopei, is entirely approved, and the 
answers subsequently letuined by you to his written questions 
were equally pioper 

5 Runjeet Sing can on no pretext claim the service 
of Chieftains not possessing lands within the temtory subject 
to his autliouty, and, so far fiom admitting such a right, the 
only hesitation which Government feels on the subject is 
\\ hetliei the Chiefs under our piotection and not holding lands 
on the right bank of the Sutledge should be permitted to 
attend Runjeet Sing on his military expeditions It may he 
presumed, however, that few of them who are not under such 
an obligation will have any inclination to afford him military 
seivice, and it will theiefore not he expedient to prohibit 
it by any expiess declaiation which would peihaps weai an 
unfiiendly appeaiance to Runjeet Smg If it should appear 
to you, howevei, on further reflexion that any essential object 
would be gained by foimally piobibitmg this practice, you are 
lequested to state joui sentiments on the subject for the 
consideration of Government 

G The sentiments of gratitude expressed by Rajah 
Ram Surn for the seasonable intei position of the British 
Government m his favor have affoided gieat satisfaction 
to the nund of the Govemoi -General in Council, and the 
improved state of his territory below the hills has gratified 
His Excellency m Council m a high degree, as strongly 
exemplifying the advantages resulting from the piotection 
of the British Power 

7 His Excellency m Council is pleased to observe that 
the } r oung Rajah of Putteealah is engaged with his Minister, 
IMisser Nowdha, m the correction of abuses and the intro- 
duction of reforms, and that Misser Nowdha continues to 
possess the confidence and to guide the counsels of the 
Rajah 
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8 The result o£ your conference with Ummei Sing 
Thappa and with his l elation Bhugtee Thappa appears to have 
been on the whole very satisfactoiy The vn tual admission on 
the part of Ummer Sing of the justice of the late proceedings 
of the British Government relative to the villages of Blmtow- 
ly and to the lands of Berouly and Mundlai is particularly so 

9. His Excellency in Council approves of your availing 
yourself of the favorable opportunity desenbed by you of 
conciliating Ummei Sing Thappa by an act of kindness to 
his son The tenor of your reply to Ummer Sing’s propo- 
sition conveyed through Bhugtee Thappa and afterwards 
repeated by Ummer Sing’s son, as reported in your dispatch 
No 187, was in all respects proper and judicious 

10 The birds, deer and othei hill animals presented to 
you by Ummer Sing may be sent to the Presidency by a 
convenient opportunity consigned to the Peisian Secretary to 
Government 

11 The Governor-General m Council concras in the 
justice of your observations relative to Gopaul Sing of Munny 
Majra The tenor of your reply to his statement appeals to 
be equitable and proper, and it will probably remove the 
apprehension which he entertained of the power and enmity of 
Jodh Sing, Kulseea 

12 The discovery that the actual site of Berouly and 
Mundlai, though indicating extreme want of ingenuousness 
on the part of the persons interested in the late question 
regarding those villages, does not m any respect invalidate 
the grounds on which the decision of the British Government 
was passed, 6ince the whole of the arable land depending 
on them appears to be situated below the hills, and is therefore 
justly held to be under the protection of this Government on 
the principle which has been maintained by it and virtually 
admitted by Ummer Sing and the Government of Nipaul. 

13 Your advice and warning to the proprietors was 
highly proper, and, as the motives for building these villages 
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m the lulls may now be consideied to be lemoved by the 
restoration of tranquillity m tbe low lands, it is to be hoped 
that the inhabitants will withdraw to the plains as the most 
effectual means of pi event mg- the occurrence of future 
disputes 

14? The principle suggested by you of making the right 
to om protection turn upon the local position of the land 
fit for cultnation, rather than the site of the village, is 
considered to be 311 st and consistent with the system on which 
Government has hitherto proceeded of rendering the lulls the 
boundary between the two States where no special circum- 
stances exist to oppose that arrangement 

15 The Governoi-General in Council has examined Case of Cluefs 

with attention the documents transmitted by you on the a ” J 

subject of the relative claims of Jodh Smg, Kulseea, and 

Punjab Sing and the remarks on that subject contained in 
your dispatch 

16 It would appear from the information which you 
have collected that Punjab Smg acknowledges that he placed 
himself under the authority of Jodh Smg, an admission 
which accoids with Jodh Sing's assertion that Punjab Sing 
is his Mtssuldar Before Government can pronounce on the 
justice or injustice of Jodh Sing’s conduct, it will be necesssry 
to ascertain the nature and extent of the^assoeiation replied 
by that term The offence of Punjab Sing as described by 
himself was a a oluntary exertion on his part for the relief cf 
otlieis from the oppressions of Roostum, a mi rdf c of Jodh 
Sing, by inflicting punishment on him which constituted a 
very natural, if not a just, provocation on the part cf his 
master If Jodh Smg was entitled to command the services 
of Punjab Smg (a right imphed by the sctfecthn in which. 

Punjab Smg placed himself), the former night nctnnjnstlv 
pumsh the latter for withholding them. It is nee chte olh.r 
to Government that Punjab Sing did ret ere the raa r r er v cf 
bis lands from the usurpation cf Cerium Smg tr the aid 
of Jodh Smg 
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17 It is farther to be observed that Punjab Sing 
solicited our aid under false pretence, — a circumstance which 
necessarily tends to shake the confidence of Government 
m the justice of his cause Moreover, Government is at 
piesent possessed of the statement of Punjab Sing only, and 
is not apprised of what Jodh Sing may be able to offev in 
opposition to that statement and in defence of bis own 
proceedings 

18 That the conduct of Jodh Sing as described by 
Punjab Sing is consistent with the violence and injustice 
of Jodh Sing’s character cannot be denied, but befoie any 
proceeding can be founded on the representation of Punjab 
Sing it will be necessaiy to establish its correctness on a moie 
firm basis than bis unsuppoited asseition His Excellency 
m Council therefoie desires that you will convey a ^presen- 
tation on the subject to Jodh Sing and call on him for an 
explanation of the circumstances, upon which, accompanied by 
the result of such further enquiry as you may judge it 
necessary to pursue, the Governor-General m Council will 
be enabled to determine nkat ulteuoi proceedings it will be 
pioper to adopt 

19 The case of the Patans of Khizeiabad, if their 
statement he coirect, is, as you have remarked, an instance of 
very grievous oppression on the part of Jodh Sing But in 
this case also the Government is m possession only of an 
er parte statement, and it would be desirable to obtain more 
precise information of the obligations involved m their 
connection with Jodh Sing It appears by their own re- 
presentation that they pay tribute or levenue to Jodh Sing, — 
a circumstance which gives room to believe that they aie hitf 
subjects or dependants 

20 Your attention has already been drawn m the 5th 
paragraph of this dispatch to the general question of the 
expediency of permitting Jodh Sing, or any Chief, in the 
interests of Runjeet Sing to employ the services even of 
those Chieftains who are willing to afford them 
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21 The Governor-Genera! in Council liighlv nppioves Forced labour 
of jour lming hi ought under Ills E\cellencv's notice the 

abuse described in the 2Gtli ptingraph of jour dispatch,— m 
abuse which demands mi lmmedntc letneclv Tlmt which 
vou ln\e suggested, iiamoh (lie mlioduction into the 
Protected districts of the refill itions alrcndv m foice m 
the Honorable Comjum’s tciritones, accompanied 1>^ notice 
to the Clnefs of (lie districts through which (lie puncipal 
roids lie, would probablj be ns effectual a one as nn be 
adopted The ncce'eari measures will accordingly be liken 
for declaring the extension of the rules above referred to to 
the Sikh terrilorv between the Jumna and the Sutledgc, and 
you will l>e pleased to address the several Chiefs in the mannei 
you propose 

22 The (jo\ ernor-Generd in Council hns given a full Timber dutiei 
consideration to the suggestions which you iiavc offered 

relative to the duties levied on timber by the Sikh Chiefs on 
the Jumna From the inform ition obtained by vour dili- 
gence it appears that the whole imonnt of these collections 
is so inconsiderable as to render the pavment of even double 
the amount, bv "av of eompens ition to the Chiefs for 
relinquishing the duties, a consideration of little moment 
compared with the advantage of removing the existing 
restraints on a tride which is undeistood to be of so much 
importance to the inhabitants of the neigbbonung piovnicos 


21 In eonsidoung youi proi>osition foi ibolishing by 
authority the right exercised by the Clnefs m question of 
levying duties, 1 1 is Excellency in Council has refeired to tho 
Proclamation, which wais issued by you uudei the autbouty 

of the Goveinoi-Geneial 


«' 3rd Tito Clnefs shall rciimm iu the 
exercise of tlic siinc rights mid authority 
■nitliiu tlicir own jioflscsslous which thev 
eujo\c l before the> were tahou under 
tho liritisli protest ion ” 


m Council in the year 
1800, and His Excellency 
apprehends that the com- 
piehensive terms of the 3rd 


article, which is tiausciihed m the maigin, must be considered 
to pieclude any authontative abolition of duties which the 
parties have been accustomed to collect 
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24' The abolition of these duties, then, without compen- 
sation for tho sacnfice, can only bo effected by means of 
negotiation and by an adjustment with the consent of 
the Chiefs interested, and c\en the proposed commutation 
could scaiccly be rendered a measure of compulsion On the 
whole, then, it is the desire of Goiernment that proposition 
maj be made to the parties to surrender the right of collecting 
duties on timber in exchange for a fixed payment in money, 
the amount of which 3 oil arc authorized to tlx at a rate 
not exceeding double tho estimated amount of the duties 
collected, taking them at 5,000 rupees per annum 

25 His Lordship m Council is aware that considerable 
difficulty must attend the apportionment of this sum, and that 
it will in\ol\e the necessity of a negotiation with e\ery Chief 
who at present levies duties abo\e ICurnaul, but is umwlhng to 
relinquish the object m new witliont a trial In the event of 
its success, Goiernment will deem it equitable to obtain a 
partial compensation by enhancing the duty levied at Kurnaul 
You will of course endeavour to reduce the amount of 
compensation to the Sikh Chiefs as much below the maximum 
above authorized as may he practicable 

2G From tbe information which you ha\e obtained of 
the rates at which the general duties at the sei eral ghauts are 
farmed and what you consider to he correct, it would seem 
that the whole amount of duties denved by the Chiefs collec- 
tively from their possession of the ghauts is upwards of 
Rupees 10,000 per annum It would certainly be desirable to 
effect the abolition of all duties leued by the Sikh Chiefs on 
the Jumna, but, besides the additional charge which the 
compensation would produce, it might be more easy to obtain 
the surrender of the timbei duties only, by which means they 
would not only be great gainers in a pecuniary point of view, 
but would still retain the privilege of sovereignty to which 
they are supposed to attach a consideiable -\alue It would be 
necessary in such an arrangement to stipulate that the 
lemaining articles should not be rendeied hable to a higher 
rate of duty than at piesent 
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27 Aii) airnngeinent which may he effected relitive to 
these collections must include those levied bj Begum Sumroo, 
with whom the Resident at Dehli will he instnicled to 
negotiate, and lie will regulite his proceedings fo as to rendei 
them ns nearlv as possible cories]>ondei)t with yours 

2S The onl) remaining point in \our dispatch requiring 
ohsenation is the course of proceeding to be pursued towards 
Snrdar Golaub Sing of Thanaieur, within whose jmisdiclion 
a. robber) was committed on the Fen ants of Moolchund and 
Gutigo Ham, Bankers, of Lodlnana 

2^ The circuniFtanccs staled in the depositions taken 
b) )ou constitute the Ftrongept presumptive c\ idence that 
(he rohherv was committal In (he two Goojms, Roojia and 
Sul ibut It is eqnall) clear tint Gol mb Sing is diposed to 
screen them and to e\ade the leslitntion of the plundered 
properl), which undci the cncumstanccs of the case and the 
loc ll practice of the eountr) lie is hound to mnhc good 

30 The Governor-General in Council enlncly concms in 
the justice of )om ohsenations on this subject, and appro\cs 
of) oui sutrgcsUon that a public notifuation ■should be issued 
declaring all the Sikh Chiefs under (he piotoction of the 
BnliFh Government to he pcisonaH) lesponsible for the value, 
stated on oath, of all propci l\ plundered fiom Butish subjects 
within their respective jurisdictions You will according!) bo 
pleased to piomulgalo a notification to this effect in the 
name of the Governor-General in Council 

31 With lcspcct to the particular case of Golaub Sing, 
)ou will ho pleased toappiizc that Chief that the circumstance 
of the lobber) of the bankas' servants has been lepoited b) 
you to the Governoi General in Council, and that )ou 
have been ni6tiucted by His Excellency in Council to demand 
lestitulion of tbe amount, either by immediate pa) meat or by 
such instalments as jou nwj settle, and that m case of failure 
you have been authonzed to take such measures as may 
he necessaiy for enforcing pa)ment 

32 It this demand will not ho complied with, )ou will 
be pleased to cam into effect the menstue which )ou have 
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suggested of occupying the village and ghaut of Dakowlie 
hy a British force and retaining it until the amount plundered 
from the hankers shall either be repaid or made good from 
the pioduce of the village and ghaut. 

33 You will of course apply for any aid, which may 
be required for giving effect to these instructions, to Mr 
Metcalfe, to whom this dispatch will, as usual, be transmitted 
under an open cover, and who will consider it as conveying 
to him the requisite authority for complying with any 
application which you may make to him 

34 In concluding this dispatch I am instructed to 
assure you that the Governor-General in Council entertains 
the highest souse of the great knowledge and ability manifest- 
ed by j ou in the course of the proceedings to which it refers, 
ns well as of the general merits of your conduct in the 
performance of the delicate and arduous duties of yoilr 
station 



CHAPTER IV 


1814-15 

Suspension of commercial intercourse with the Xepalese— Impending hostili- 
ties with the Gurkhas — Timber duties— Account of the hill districts 
occupied by the Gurkhas —Appointment of Colonel D Ochterlony 
to command the force proceeding against the Gurkhas— Arrival of 
famtlj of Shah Shnja nl-Mulk at Ludhiana— Overtures of the Gurkha 
Commander — Representation of Begum Samrn— Escape of Shah 
Shnja nl-Mulk from Lahore— Acknowledgment of services of Major- 
Genernl D Ochterlony — Appointment of Major General Ochterlony aa 
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Governor- 
General m the territories of the Protected Sikh and Hill Chiefs —Settle- 
ment of Hill territories conquered from the Gurkhas 

165 From Colonel D Ocbteelo^t, Agent, Goiernor-General, 

Loodeana, to J Amjit, Esquire, Secretary to Government 
til the Secret, Political and Foreign Department , — 

No J8S, dated the 26th of 2fay 1814 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the copy of a correspond- 

letter vrhich I judged it expedient to send to Ummer Sing co“nelS 

Thappa in consequence of nn vrsee sent by him to me and teriorr and 

intended for transmission to the Eight Hon’ble the Governor- “te 
General. 

2. It was left open, and, as the best elucidation of my 
' own letter, I directed my moonshy to take a copy, though I 
deemed it improper to send it as an official document 

8 I really feel at a loss whether to ascribe the rimor 
of it to his own orders or to the ignorance of the people 
employed to write his or explain my letters 
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4 Fiom every conversation held with his son oi servants, 
as well as from my different letters, he might easily have 
seen that I did not wish to be made the channel of any 
communication to Government from the Rajah of Napaul, 
and of this proposition in particular that I could not see the 
object oi utility I certainly did not tell lnm, as perhaps 
I ought, what I suppose to be his only reason for wishing 
any document in the nature of a treaty, and which it occurs 
to me can only be to forwaid his own viewB in his meditated 
entei prizes on Kote Kangra and the country across the 
Subledge by publishing that he has the concurrence of the 
Bntisli Government and the chance of the probable inference 
that they will be seconded and supported by their troops, aud, 
supposing lnm to have reasoned so deeply, which is perhaps 
giving him too much ciedit, that such an idea piomulgated 
would lessen the force against himself by inducing Runjeet 
to retain troops to watch the motions of this detachment 

5 It is, however, very difficult to assign motives foi the 
actions of men who seem hardly to possess the faculty of 
reason, or doubt its existence m those with whom they 
have a point to oarry , and w hat we have experienced from 
TJmmei Sing m the late disputes does very little credit to 
his understanding and carries the fullest conyictiop of his 
falsehood and rapacity, 

6 I bar e been the more cautious on this occasion from 
a suspicion that, though I may not hit upon tho real object, 
it must be to answer some particular end m this quarter, oi it 
could not have been necessary to make me the channel of 
communication when Major Bradshaw is on the frontier of 
their country and so much nearei to the Rajah’s capital and 
the British seat of Government 

7 Aftei four months'’ care and attention to the son of 
Umracr Sing, Mr Dickson thought he might leturn with 
safety, and, as the father had earnestly entreated that the 
physician who had attended might accompany him to Urkhee, 

I thought it but justice to Mr Dickson to acquiesce in his 
request, imagining that the desire to see him was to make him 
some recompense for sav mg the life of the youth, which they 
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gcneinll) acknowledged had been done , but it appeals fiom 
tint gen(leman 5 s account that, so fur fiom offeinig bun any 
propel compensation for bis caic and trouble, they wished to 
letam him m their country by denying him a jhnmpann, 
the oul} com chance suited to the country, and by withholding 
fiom him every assist anee for the eon\ 0 },nuce of bis baggage, 
though he represented the necessity of his immediate return 
and that he had only twentj da) s' lea\c of absence Ho 
came aw a) Irnelling, on foot and on boisebaclc, ns well as ho 
could over the mountains, and the people who were sent after 
him to see him thiough the countiy did not scruple to assert 
that the) bad instructions to obstruct him in Ins journey as 
much as tlicv could without absolutely detaining him, and if 
possible to oblige him to retain for want of the necessary 
supplies, 

8 I take Iho Illicit) of mentioning theso cuoumslances 
in the hope that the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
may be pleased to Older some remuneration to Mr Dickson 
for much attention, caic and trouble, and which ought to hn\o 
been rendered unnecessary if Ummei Sing Thappa bad 
possessed eithei hberalit) oi gratitude, 


166 From Colonel D OciiTFrtLOM , Agent , Governor- General, 
Loodeann, to T Esquire, Secretary to Government 

in tho Secret, Fohttqal and Foreign Department, — No 
190, dated the 6th of June 181E 

I no not delay a moment in transmitting, foi the 
information of the Right Honorable the Governor-General, 
the accompanying translations 1 of two very extraordinary 
letters recorved at a late hour yesterday er ening 

3 They were wntten m the Goormookbi character, and 
explained sentence by sentence by the man who brought them 
My reply in Persian was delivered on the instant to the 

1 Nat traceable m tbo Punjab Records. 
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Overture* re i Roarer, who was impatient to depart and extremely cautious 

ceivert by J 

Colonel OcU- of being seen 
torlony from 

Hukmn Singh, 3 His Loidslnp lull very probably and until great 

lullndur of . „ 0 

Lnboro reason Buspcct that so strange an offer, conducted in so 

strange a manner, could only be made as an experiment to try 

bow I should act on the occasion, or that they me mere 

fabrications for the purpose of duping me out of the hundred 

rupees “to he paid to the hearer ” Both these suspicions 

occurred to me, and I may be thought veiy credulous m 

declaring my belief that they are genuine, that the wnters 

suppose they could effect what they piomiso, and that if I 

had sent an encouraging reply subsequent correspondence 

would have developed their schemes more completely, have 

probably shewn that they are only subordinate agents in 

some grand plot, and liave explained the advantages they 

expect for themselves. 

4 A universal discontent prevails, and some of the 
principal Surdais are most anxious to throw off the yoke 
which, if only occasionally burdensome and oppressive, is 
always mortifying to their pride They cannot forget that 
Runjeet, whoso summons to the field they now cannot 
disobey, was originally inferior in wealth and power to many 
over whom he rules with no lenient hand They do not even 
feel security from obedience and submission, but are m 
constant dread that he will seek pretexts to seize their 
possessions or seize them without even a pretext They con- 
sider themselves as the mere instruments of his aggrandize- 
ment, to be thrown away when his meditated conquests of 
Cashmere and Mooltan are completed. They see the Surdars 
on this side the Sutledge protected m their property, no large 
bodies of troops to maintain, and uncalled for to support any 
ambitious projects or incur the danger and fatigue of distant 
expeditions 

5 They see these things, and I cannot doubt that they 
envy them, independent of the dread universally entertained 
that their downfall is not far distant They wish therefore 
to preyent it by his , and they may, and I have no doubt do, 
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hope that the change of masters would secure them their 
possessions, and perhaps on better or less expensive teims than 
they now letarn them, compelled as they are to keep up as 
large a force as theu revenues will letam 

6 I have been led into this repetition of my numerous 
reports on this subject to 6hew that if I am credulous m 
supposing the letters to be bond fide offers, the opinion is 
warranted by circumstances, and it seems to me to be 
strengthened rather than weakened by the folly or by the 
cunning of the man entrusted, who either accidentally betray- 
ed that Hookmn Sing was corresponding with Futteh Khan 
on the same subject, or designedly mentioned it to stimulate 
me to an earlier decision 

7. I do not, however, think myself at perfect liberty to 
attempt to discover whether Hookma Sing and the other 
persons mentioned did or did not write the letters of which 
I have sent translations, lest I should he condemned for enter- 
ing into a correspondence in its nature not very honorable , 
hut as the power and possessions of Runjeet morense he may 
at no distant period consider himself equal to a contest with 
the BntiBh Government The idea once entertained, the 
attempt may be considered certain, and m the anticipation of 
the natural course of his unprincipled ambition my letter 
may be thought too abrupt, and that I might, believing the 
letters genuine, have left an opening for future intercourse 
and correspondence without affording the least encouragement 
to their immediate object 

8 If His Lordship should deem it either expedient 
or necessary, I think it would not be difficult to discover not 
only whether Hookma Sing wrote these letters, but to 
find out all his plans , but, being of opinion that it was a 
matter capable of discovery, I hope His Lordship will 
excuse my not engaging hastily m a business which could 
only be lendeied justifiable by authority 

9 The time, as I have before stated, may arrive when 
Runjeet’s successes may suggest a hope of equal success 
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against tlio British ai me, and I feel confident that, the hope 
once formed, a tual would not he long delayed , hut should he 
piovoko hostility by aggression it may be justly a doubt 
whethci policy would demand or justice lccjuue any compio- 
mise iVitli suboidmato Chiefs that could lessen 01 mutilate 
that terntory, which I cannot doubt would be acqiuied by 
supeiioi discipline in the cause of justice 

10 Should such an event take place earlier than I at pre- 
sent expect or than appearances indicate, and it were thought 
proper to extend the present sj stem of piotection to the banks 
of the Uttock, Runjcet's possessions alone would be fully 
adequate to the maintenance of an army more than sufficient 
for the maintenance of a defensne force, and I trust it will be 
thought time enough to look out for such characters as 
Hookma Smg when Itunjcct has provoked resentment and 
deserved chastisement 


167 From J. Adah, Esquire, Secretary to Government , Fort 
William , to Colonel D Ocutehloxt, Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodlnana, — dated the 29th of June IS Id 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 6th instant, communicating the extraordinary overture 
leceived by you from Hookma Smg, the Killadar of Lahoie, 
and enclosing a translation of your reply 

2 The Govemor-Geneial entertains no doubt of the 
genuineness of the overture from Hookma Sing, and is 
peisuaded that an encouraging reply on your pait would hare 
produced on his a more frank disclosuie of the nature and 
extent of the design which he and his partisans may enteitam 
against the power and authority of Runjeet Smg, as well as 
his own particular views 

S Your reply is entirely approved by the Governor- 
General, and is calculated, as far as it will be known, to 
improve the impression which formei circumstances must 
have made on the Sikhs of the honor, good-faith and modera- 
tion of the British Government 
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4 The attention of tho Governor-General has been 
drairn to your obsei rations and reflections on tbe probable 
course which the passions and feelings of Runjeet Sing may 
impel him to pursue hereafter in relation to the British 
Government That Runjeet entertains a just notion of the 
supenor power and greatness of the British Government, and 
that he is at this moment desirous of avoiding any hazard 
of incurring its resentment, and even of cultivating its 
friendship. His Excellency belieies to be the ease, but he 
does not legat'd as an improbable contingency the operation 
of a great change in the sentiments of Runjeet Sing m this 
respect if ho shall continue to pursue with success the 
extensile schemes of conquest and aggrandizement which 
constitute his ruling passion and tho unalterable object of 
all his measures A fuither uninterrupted career of prosperity 
will, it is in the highest dogree probable, lead him to form so 
erroneous and exaggerated an estimate of Ins own power, 
resources and military greatness as to induce him to behove 
that he may hazard a contest with tho Butish Go\ernment 

5 It is unnecessaiy to add that, whatever nun be the 
probability or conectncss of this expectation, it would not 
excuse the Butish Government foi engaging m nnv scheme 
against that Chief, or for avoiding the slightest countenance 
to his enemies or disaffected vassils and subjects, while 
he continues to abide by the terms of the exiting engage- 
ments 
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c ‘ a hundred rupees to the hearer,” as the man availed himself 
of my seal and signature t-o the letter to Hookma Sing, and 
•wrote a Persian order for 200 rupees on a Banker at Umntser 
for “Secret Services, ” which the Banker refused, as the seal 
was placed improperly, or did not correspond to the usual 
mode of writing He promised to call again for the money, 
and the Banker wrote to mine, excusing himself for not 
paying it if it was a genuine order, and to shew it if it 
was a forgery 

8 The frequent proofs I receive of a total want of 
principle and of a common attention to the duties of natural 
affection or gratitude led me m this instance to gne too 
ready credit to Sikh Baseness and treachery 


169. From J Adam, Esquire, Secietary to Government, Fort 
William, to Colonel D OcuTEniozr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated the 10 th of June 1814 

IxFOKWATiox having been received of the expulsion, with 
considerable loss, of the Hannahs established m the resumed 
lands of Bootwul, and of the re-occupation of those lands by 
the Nipaulese, the Governor-General in Council proposes to 
take into his immediate consideration the course of measures 
which it will be proper to adopt under the actual circum- 
stances of the case In the meanwhile His Excellency m 
Council has resolved that all commercial intercourse between 
the Butish possessions and the Nipaulese territory shall be 
suspended, and the necessary orders will be issued for carrying 
the prohibition into effect on the frontier of the Honorable 
Company's territories 

2 His Excellency m Council considers it to be of 
importance that the prohibition should be extended to the 
countries lying lietween the Jumna and the Sutledge, and I 
am accordingly directed to desire that you will take such 
measures as may be expedient in concert with the local 
Chieftams for effecting this object 
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I \m dir'tLd (o acknon ledge (ho leceipl of \our dispatch 
of the 2G(li Af i) 1 SI J , 1 eiielosing n cop\ of jom correspond- 
cnco \\ j th Ummer Sing Thappa on (he subject of his desne 
to transmit through ■sou an vrzec (o Ills EKcellcnoj the 
Gomnoi-Goneral, accompanied bj Unmet as from the Rajah 
of Ncpanl to His Lordship’s address, and to mfoim you m 
reply that the tenor of jour answei to U nimcr Sing Tliappa 

1 103 supra 
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and yoiu lesolution to letmn the Uiurccias to him aie entirely 
appioved by Hie Excellency in Council 

2 With reference to the concluding paragraph of your 
dispatch, I am directed to state to you that His Excellency 
m Council is disposed to grant some remuneration to Mr 
Dickson for his attendance on Ummer Sing Thappa's son, 
which appeals to have met with a very ungrateful return from 
that Chief You will accordingly be pleased to state, for the 
consideration of His Lordship m Council, the amount of the 
remuneration which you may deem to he adequate to the 
occasion 

3 I am also directed to take this opjiortnmty of 
acknowledging the receipt of your dispatch of the 1st instant, 
containing some fiuther particulars of the treatment experi- 
enced by Mr Dickson on bis accompanying Ummer Sing 
Thappa's son to Uikee, and enclosing a sketch 1 of the route 
from Lodkiana to that place, and also a sketch of the routes 
from Lodhiana to Saharunpore and Krnnaul, with a recom- 
mendation that the route of the public dawk, which now pro- 
ceeds by Putteealah, should pioceed by Surkmd and Umballa 

4j As it is always desirable to collect geographical 
information legaidmg places of which few opportunities offer 
of obtaining a correct knowledge, His Excellency in Council 
dnects me to convey the acknowledgments of Government 
for the sketch of Mr Dickson's route transmitted m your 
dispatch With lespeet to the change of the route of the 
public dawk, the necessary communication on that subject 
will be made to the Post Mastei General 


171 From Oolonel D Ocbtselont, Agent, Governor- General, 
Loodeana, to J Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government 
m the Secret, Politioal and Foreign Department , — 
No 193, dated the 9th of July 1814 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter 1 to myself 
and an urzee for the Right Hon'ble the Governor- General 
leceived three days since fiom Ummer Sing Thappa, together 
with a copy and translation 1 of my reply which had been 
1 Not tracoable in the Punjab Records 
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« rtl'o’i nn<l d- -p hod before 1 had 1 li<^ honor fo receive 
tlm lomman-lf of Hi*' LonKlnp contained in jour Idler of llio 
I nth ultimo 

£ I thought it ne<r-«-arv to inform Limner Sing that, 
dridlv rp iking, lu r/rrv* ihonhl not have In on font (o mo, 
hut 1 did not think it dvnnldo to refupo it*, trancniu-Mon, ns 
hang at tint mom* nl t-o; ills uninformed of the ftatc of 
riffii-"! i (hat quart< r, it might contain home mallei which Ilia 
Lord-dup m Contn il might d ( v.n of importance, and I wan more 
part n ularlv induced to oomph In the hold (hut perhaps not 
th h rc false) \se, rtion tliat pome of the place- mentioned had 
h' n mvn vor*- pa^e^id In hi*, matter the ltajah of Naipaul 

.'I I have thought it tin more npc?«ir\ to offer this 
apdogv for f’epjnng h‘\oid (he exact line of mv duty as 
mar letter ree i\ nl v e t *rdaj indicate*. (hat our tlianas had 
h*. i exp lie 1 fro n Piln^-nn, whnh we lnd resumed, and 
c >n*-e pv n‘h from nidi a*. lnl Inen proved to belong to ns of 
light , and Hu*- art m id Ime been done In troop*. belonging to 
UmmT Sing, as ] h.lien hi*. chuf (ommand extends from the 
Su l**dge to tome lun bdow Boot w til, though divided amongst 
hi*, family and relation*- into a number of subordinate If 1 
have erred in consenting to he the chami'd of any representa- 
tion from U miner Smg, I hope I shall he pardoned even 
on the ground of not penning to throw any obstacle m the 
way of an carl} explanation and accommodation, and as il will 
afford m opportunity to 11 if Lordship in Council of plating, or 
cmbling me to Ptate, wlnt is expected from him 

*t In consequence of jour letter, I tins morning sent 
for Captain Webb, the present Superintendent of Public Build- 
ings at Urn station, and under a solemn promise of inviolable 
secrecy adv ised lum to w ithdraw Ins people as early as possible 
from the Goorkha possessions in tiio valley of Kaardeb, where 
lie has many people cmploj ed, and directed him to write that, 
as the rainy season would not pcirmt them to woik at that 
place, it was thought host to bring all tbe trees they bad pui- 
ebased to Loodeana without delay that they might bo cut up 
undei cover. 
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Impending 
ImRtilltn a 
iv ttlt (ho Our 
klmmnd \>Mb 
nlil - ' cu opor 
ntio 1 of iltll 
Clints 


5 In flic way of mihlnrv opmations liUlc can lie 
expected from the Chiefs of (his quarter from tlic very niture 
of the Goorhliu possessions , but win never hostilities slid! )>c 
dechred I dare ny pome bands of horse, bent acquainted with 
(be loads nml piwii, would bo glad of an opportunity to enter 
(be country for mere prod ttory purpose* , and it may naturally 
b" expected tint (lie Rajah of Xuban and nil the other p-Tly 
Raipoot R ijnln of tbo Twelve-l’ortions or TUnra 'fhnloorai 
have some adherents in their respective countries and will be 
happy to avail themselves of any contest with the British Gov- 
ernment to recover (heir possessions, and Sutisar Chund, the 
Ivatoacli K ijah, viould doubtless be glad to cross the Sutledirc 
and revenge the loss of ICole Xangra, which he was compelled 
to \ leld to Jtunyeet foi c\pelling them from his other posses- 
sions on that side, hut whether to appropriate to himself or for 
the restoration of the former authorities may depend upon the 
intimation he receives of the wishes and intentions of the 
Butisli Government as communicated to him by Mr Metcalfe, 
who has a native agent at Ins Durbar He has a considerable 
body of Infantry commanded by a deserter from one of His 
Mijestj'-’s regiments, who now calls himself O'Brien, but was 
enlisted under another name which I do not at this moment 
lecollcct, hut is well known in the Stli or 21th Dragoons, and 
in las new situation piofesses to be very zealons to serve bis 
country 

G On the very 7 first intimation of any 7 disputes between 
the British Government and the Nmpaulese it is natural to 
expect that I shall receive propositions from the agents of the 
fallen Rajpoot Chiefs, most of whom are now either banished 
from their respective teiritory or suffeied to remain dependent 
on the Goorkhas for a scanty subsistence Permit me to say- 
bow desirable it would be to receive early instructions as to 
the encouragement to be given to those between the Sutledge 
and Jumna 

7 Kishen Sing, a relation of the Nahan Rajah, an 
active man and brave soldier, who defended Nariengurh 
against Runjeet, is now I beheve m the service of Putteealah, 
and might be usefully 7 employed as a partizan in bis native 
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cnintn , whil'd t ho groat e-t benefit might bo d»m<d from 
tb' lot i\ know b dge mnl ixpiioiio 1 of Khunugdi'o, lot-luv, 
im ntio.wd b\ ( lptmu Hon o\ , with whom I hue no 
i pninUino*, and have o ih ho ml of m b rm- which ju-ttfy 
C iplniu Hearn \V idea tint ho would h*u-ofid 

S Tho llaidi of N dim him c 'df it i mere imbecile, rnitl 
I f< or no* at dl pipnlir in Ins own count rv, where the 
inhabit mts hi\ •* lr l of lot' more ncom il<\l to the Goorkln 
(buoniuv nt In tho mildw almini-lntton of Kunjoor Sing', i 
f >n of 1 "minor ‘hug '1 h tppi 

9 Tho \ alley of Knnhli on tin- Fide the Stitlelgo, 
formerly undor tho It ijah of X dim, if not, 1 bdicve, of \ery 
diflionlt neer c-, and pm*-, 1 lu\o r-a-on to think*, might he 
t d,< n from on n nid to tho other In tho nul of i Tew Pioneers 
'1 ho \ dh*v of D'rdi, which run*' from Fount i, (he glnut of 
tho K nnh'h \ilbn on the hiin'u, iero-- tin' Do mb from the 
Limn ‘o lb* Gn ige , ho- b m \e-\ irepienlh tra\er-’d In 
Lngh-h gentleim n, but not pe.-dd\ with much ob-emitton 
a- to military operations, but it i- pr ib dde much inform it ion 
of tint mturo mi\ be gum 1 from Cnpt un Hudg-on the 
^nrvt yor, now on hit* wi\ to or it th<* Pre-idem v Cnpt un 
KiclnrdV blbr, with Mr Hear-e\’- oh m itions, irn« for- 
ward'd to your address (X"o Mil on the 2‘Jrd July ISl’l, nnd 
inn cent nil some nutter interesting on the present oci l-ion 

10 Of the juohihition of ill eommoiml intercourse 
I nn onlj fi} tint the oidern of Ills Lordship plidl bo 
expbeitl} nndc known to the several Chief- whenc\er I reeeno 
the niFtruetioufi of Mr Metcalfe to (hat effect, but my opinion 
of them does not w irnnt me to pledge m\Fclf for nn idherenco 
to nnv orders which mi), in the slightest degree, mihtite 
ngunst their own interests, and inj experience is agninst it, is 
I adopted this measure pailiall} during tho dispute respecting 
Moondlni, &c , and it waas reported to me, and appeared by tho 
Pulloealah papers, Hint tho very ow ners of the place seized by 
the Goorkhas supplied them with grain dining the tune the 
operations wcio causing on agam-l it in consecpience of 
in} letters. 
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11 Oh a subject on winch I do not possess full infor- 
mation, and on which enquiry at the present moment might 
lead to suspicion, I can only venture to express my individual 
belief that the Proclamation might be delayed without 
prejudice till towards the end of September, as I very much 
suspect that very little, if any, commercial intercourse exists 
between the lulls and the Protected districts during the 
ramy season The swamps immediately under the hills, the 
numerous lull streams and different ravines, which mteisect 
the whole country through which I passed in November last, 
lead me to think that all commerce must cease at this period, 
as the expense of carnage mast so greatly enhance the value of 
all articles which aie usually the object of baiter, and I should 
suppose that ginger, turmenck and othei of the cheapest drugs, 
with iron and perhaps some lead, which they exchange for 
gram, would not bear the great increase of expense which must 
ho occasioned by transpoitmg it in so unfavorable a season 
If this supposition is correct, and should be found applicable 
to the countries situated to the eastward, the Proclamation 
need not be issued till a very short time before the military 
operations determined on aie earned into effect 

12 The conquests of the Goorkhas m the north aie 
recent, and their Government by no means popular The 
Rajahs who have been expelled did not maintain any or only 
a very small number of troops, but depended for the defence of 
their country on the inhabitants themselves, and to this and 
to a want of concord amongst the Chiefs may be m a gieat 
measure attributed the success the Goorkhas have met with 
At Nalian, the principal Government m the hills of thi3 
quarter, they were first called in by the Rajah himself to 
subdue an insurrection of his own people, and from thence 
made their way to the Sutledge more by the disoord existing 
between the Chiefs than by force of arms, and every place of 
strength has fallen not by attack (foi they have not guns of 
any calibre), but by famine, the consequence of blockade 

13 I cannot venture a positive assertion, hut I believe I 
have heard that the valley called Derail, which runs from tho 
Jumna to the Ganges at the head of the Dooab, was cither 
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w holla nr in pirt occupied l*v the /fan'll of (ho Nmuli 
Sulut Vli, or b\ Perron on th<* part of Dow lnt ltnoScuitlii in 
IbOl, whon tin bitth* of Dehh w is fought, uni might 
con*- vpif*nll\ lme boon atinovd to the stlLiot Sehurunpnor as 
i roe-ion uul nppmdig* of Moor id ibid or Bnrmil}, or ns a 
consequent" of (bo i*-ne of tbit notion, but onr imperfeit 
kuowhslge of tho nrt limits of th** distnnt frontier, oitlicr 
cel'l or conquered, ^iio Jh* n ni opportunity of cnermclnng 
untiotirsl on pi ires \ bull w - re nt tin- period of their irrml 
he'd In stealth, either In tho pmph* emphned In tho former 
Ginernm *nt or In nun who n\ uling ih<* nschos of our wont 
of information lnd is'iiim-d in authority . 

If Of the \ alley of D roll it u prohibit* n full nccount 
can lx obtained from the Collector of North beh mmpoor, ns. 
a circumstance io recall must bo known to mni\ now hung, 
nnd p irticulirU to the Brahmans of Ilunlw ir, nnd I only 
take the liberty of fit iting my Is lief on nil nnpf rf<*cL reeolh c- 
tion of whit I Imo heird, ns the f let bung pioycd might 
lmc pome cfT<*ct on the milling operations m this quarter 

]fi It will be for llm Lordship to determine whether 
my or whit u-o tdionld be unde, or tin Ins mndo, of the 
expitrnted or reduced Knjnhs in this quarter, but it booms to 
me likely tint an ns-unnee of ud from the British Go\ em- 
inent would produce \or\ periods consequences m their newly 
acquired territory, nnd that holding out the ristontion of tho 
former authorities would induce a more cordial eo operation 
from the Protected Chiefs, ns those immedutclj in the ucimty 
of the lulls did not feel easy* or assured of security till tho 
late cession of Moondlm, etc , gnac them greater confidence 

172. From Colonel D Ouiti ni.o \r, Agent, Qoicrnor-Qcncral, 
Loodeana, io J Anew, Inquire, Secretary to Goeenunent 
in the Secret, Vohhcal and Foreign Department , — 
2\o I9J, dated the 16th oi July 1S1J 

I livvi tho honor to acquaint you, foi the infoimation 
of the Itiglit llou’lde the Goaernor-General, that, in obedience 
to the orders receded in your letter of the 1th of Pcbruary 
last, the collections on wood by the Suidars of the Protected 
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districts ceased on tlie 1st o£ tins months and they have 
leceived fiom me m compensation the sums stated m the 
accompanying 1 statement amounting 1 m the aggregate to 
Its 8,351-7-3. 

2 Of the particular sums to individuals, I only believe 
those paid to Jodh Sing, Kulsia, and Bhunga Sing of 
Thanaisur are in excess to the actual collections of the last 
three years, and I did not think it -would be deemed expedient 
to dispute what would only be a tnfling difference, as the 
sliareis m the ghauts, aware that whatever these Chiefs 
stated m excess would be so much gam on their several 
proportions, refused to give me that information which would 
have placed the matter beyond a doubt by mentioning their 
actual receipts on account of wood collections It was 
piobably true, as they stated, that their shares had been 
paid on the gross amount of all duties without specifically 
stating what amount was received fiom the transit of timber 

8 The total amount is considerably less than the 
maximum ordered by your letter, and every settlement has 
been made not on the average of tinea years, but admitting 
the largest 6um collected in any one of that period, and in 
consequence has not affoided the least room for or occasioned 
a single murmur 

4 I found it necessary to comply with their wishes m 
making it optional to receive the amount half yearly either 
heie oi at Dehli, as some of them stated that they had not 
Vakeels at that Residency and expressed a wish to have 
the amount paid at the office from which the sunnuds were 
granted, in reality implying then doubts whether the sunnuds 
would entitle them to receive the amount at that treasury 
As it would only increase my drafts at the stated period on the 
Resident of Dehli, I did not suppose it would be considered as 
essential whether paid by myself or on a sunnnd granted 
by me. 

5 In a matter on which there can be the least doubt I 
shall not feel perfectly at ease till the arrangement has 
received the sanction and approbation of His Lordship, and 
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can only say at piesent that I was desirous to meet the 
wishes of the Chiefs couceined. 

6 In replying to your letter of the 23rd ultimo I feel 
Gome difficulty, but, as Mr Dickson has not the least idea 
that I have thought it necessary to mention his tionble, or 
his services, to His Lordship, and can have no expectation 
of the slightest remuneration, I should hope he would think 
a thousand mpees a very liberal recompense It is only 
necessary for mo to state that he attended the youth daily for 
near five months, and part of the time, when he first arrived, 
the dangeious state of his health rendered it necessary to visit 
him morning and evening 

Enclosure to 172 

Statement of the yearly sums to be paid to the Snrdars to 
whom the Sunnnds have been granted 


Names of Proprietors 

Names of Ghauts 

Yearly revenno 



Rs A. P 

Surdar Jodli Swgli, Kulsia 

Kundne, Khizerabnd and 
Rj an 

602 11 6 

!Maigh Singh 

Futtcligurb 

300 0 0 

Jymul Siugh and Qoolnb 
Singh 

Chnnd Koonwer, widow of 

Rnujghnnt andMundowlej 

825 0 0 

Oodrie 

117 0 0 

the late Uininer Singh 



Rnneo Dava Koonwer, widow 
of late Bhugwan Singh 

Alopra, Kullawer, Kum- 
malpoor, Dubha, Na 
koom and Nnqla 

360 0 f> 

Surdar Doolcha Singh 

Goomthnlla 

123 r X 

Ranee Ram Koouwer, widow 

Gurhpore 

■fo x X 1 

of tho Into Blingnil Singh 


Jeot Siugh of Ladwa 

Chnnderawon 

is? r r 

Goolaub Singh of Thauaisur 

Dnbkowley 

r 

Bhunga Singh of Thanaisur 

Chowgowan, Bmdowly 

Secunderpoor and Cbrw* 

7 

Nawab Rehmut Khan 

Nnsirpoor 

I € 

Golnum Mohiudin Khan 

Ringee orBnncae . 

r-*- •- 

Rajah Bhang Singh and Bhai 

Bursnt . 

s c o 

Lall Singh 



Total S-rii 2rms=r - 
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173 From J An am, Esquire, Secretary to Government, 
to Colonel J) OciiTtm oat, Agent , Govcrmr-Geneml, 
Lodlnana, — dated the 3rd of August 1SH 

I Ait directed to acknowledge the receipt o£ your dispatch 
of the 9th ultimo/ enclosing' an urscc from Ummer Sing 
Thappa to the address of the Governor-General and a letter 
fiom that Chief to your address, and yoar reply with English 
translations of those documents, and communicating your 
observations and suggestions relate, e to eventual military 
operations in the Nipuuleso territories west of the Ganges 

51 The Governor-General entirely approves your having 
recened and transmitted Ummer Sing Thappa's urzec The 
tenor of youi answer is also entirely approved No reply 
on the part of the Governor-General to Ummer Sing Thappa 
is considered to be necessary His nrzee is of oourse dictated 
by the Court of Catmandoo It contains the same sophistical 
arguments with which that Court has already attempted to 
justify its usurpations and the same inadmissible and already 
rejected offers of a compromise by holding the disputed lands 
m Bootwul in faim To enter on a discussion of the question 
again with Ummer Sing Thappa would be to revive a subject 
already exhausted But in any view of the case the Goaernor- 
General would not consider it to be proper to render Ummer 
Smg Thappa the channel of a negotiation, whioh has hitherto 
been conducted either by direct correspondence between the 
two Governments or by the Agents of each Government 
regularly constituted for the purpose. 

3 The information and suggestions contained in your 
letter with reference to military operations and political 
arrangements m the hills will be very useful to Government 
It would be satisfactory to His Excellency the Governor- 
General to obtain more detailed information on the points 
to which you have adverted generally, and on the military 
force 1 under Ummer Smg Thappa, its strength and disposition 
and the description of troops of which it is composed, its 
means of uniting and acting in a body, and other points of 

* 171 tupra 
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i In': nature n Inch will readily suggest themselves to your 
experience Dot Tiled information rclatne to the passes into 
the hills, the road«, bridges, mors and streams, with all the 
particulars requisite for militarj purposes, is very much 
desired 

1 It would liken me he satisfactory to the Governoi- 
Gencral to receive accurate information rclatne to the political 
dn mons of the eounln , the numher and names oE the ancient 
principalities the names and present situation of the Chiefs 
expelled b> the Goorhlms, and the best means of rendering 
their aid useful in the prosecution of the measures which it 
will probabh bo necessary for Government to adopt for tho 
overthrow of the Goorkha power The restoration of the 
ancient IIill Chiefs will probably be a part of that sjstem 
of measures, and at a proper time you will be authorised to 
signify tins intention to them, and call on them to exert 
themsehes in recovering their ancient possessions In the 
meanwhile all the information which can be obtained relative 
to those Chiefs and the countries to which they have a 
claim, and the most advisable mode of proceeding in carrjing 
their restoration into effect, will be useful to the Governor- 
General, who requests that ) ou will give 3 our earlj attention 
to the subject nnd report on it vv ithout delay 

5 The services of Kishcn Sing, the persor mentioned 
m the 7tli paragraph of your dispatch, may no doubt be 
rendered useful You will accordingly keep him m view 
without making anj premature communication to him 

G I am directed lo add that your services and that of 
the greater part of the force under yom command will be 
called for in executing the measures above adverted to On 
this point, however, as well as all others connected with the 
subject, you w ill hereafter receive detailed instructions 

7 . I am directed to observe, with reference to your 
remarks that tho outrage m Bootwul was probably committed 
under tho orders of Ummer Sing Thappa, the Goorkha 
Commander m the western possessions of the ZS'ipaulese, that 
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tliero aro tu o Chiefs of that name, and that the Commander in 
Palpah and other districts in that quarter, who was the author 
of tho cncioachmcnts in Bootwul and probably of the late 
outrages there, is a different person fiom lam who commands 
to the westward The Palpah Commander is tho father of 
Bhcom Sem, the puncipal minister of the Raja of Nipaul, and 
bj r that means possesses considerable influence at Court, which 
lias been employed to obtain support to las iniquitous proceed- 
ings towards the British Government 


174 From J Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government , to 
Colonel D. Ocdterloet, Agent, Goicrnor-Qcneral, Lodln- 
ana, — dated the 11th of August 1814 

I have tho honor to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
dispatch dated the 10th ultimo, 1 detailing the measures which 
you have adopted in carrying into effect the orders of Govern- 
ment contained in my letter of the 4th of February last 

a 1 am dnected to inform you that your proceedings in 
fixing the amount and mode of payment to be made to the 
Surdars of the Protected districts m compensation for the 
duties formerly collected by them on timber are very much 
approved by the Right Hon'ble the Governor- General 

3 I am also directed to signify to you that His Lord- 
ship concurs m the suggestion contained m the last paragraph 
of your letter, and is pleased to authorize you to pay to 
Mr Dickson the sum of one thousand rupees as a remuneration 
for his attendance on the son of Ummer Sing Tbappa 


175. From Colonel D Oodterlont, Agent, Governor-Gen- 
eral, Loodeana, to J Adam, Esquire, Secretary to 
Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment, — No. 195, dated tho 13th of August 1814 

I have this instant received intelligence that RunjeePs 
army, which had advanced beyond the Peer Panjal, had 
been encountered and defeated with very considerable loss 

1 172 tupra 
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bj the N:v7im*6 troops Ritnjeet had in consequence ordered Hrfeit of 
their retreat, which was conducted so lrrcgulnrU mid m forco 

such disordei ns to become n disgraceful flight w Inch all iu hadumr 
his own personal exertions could not pre\cnt, and at the 
date of the letter (29th July) the Knshmerenn arm} and 
Rohulla Khan, the Poonch Rajah, were pursuing 

2 It is probable this, with the distresses experienced, 
wall induce Runjcet to abandon his enterpnze, and if lie 
succeeds in effecting a decent retreat, I am inclined to think 
he will owe it m 6omc degree to Ins regular battalions, but 
more to the mismanagement of the enemy opposed to him 


176. From Colonel D OcnTEMO^r, Agent, Governor-Gen- 
eral, Laodcana, to J Aoev, Esquire, Secretary to 
Government in the Secret, Political and Fomgn Dcqmrt- 
ment, — No. 19S, dated tlio 29th of August 1S11 

In obedience to the commands contained in your letter of on 

the 3rd instant, I hare the honor to transmit a map* ami 
report of the hilly districts between the Jumna and SutleJge 

2 That both aro vciy imperfect I mod nncerolj 
regret, but it would be impertinent to offer nnj ajvdogies for 
the transmission of that which, with nil 1 1* imjK’rfections, is 
the best I could procure. I am, howcier, \en tie)! aware 
that the information obtained might in older hnmh ha\o 
assumed a very different shape, and been more npprowd 
as a composition, but I have thought it of imuh mom 
consequence to forward it early for the consideration of 
the Right Ilon'blo the Goiemor-Genenl than <un to 
attempt to give it the little correction which in that rospt t 
my own abilities might have afforded ami m\ inclination 1 ; 
suggested 

3 For some opinions and sentiments which I Jnio 
ventured to obtrude on His I/ordship's notice I fool it neces- 
sary to solicit pardon They arc not meant to npph to (ho 

1 Kot traceable ja tie Punjab l’fcanli 
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grand prim ipb o of \ , or to Im'.e r. for nr- to the ndnp'nn 
of such nu ivur.s as nm lx thought n- ^a n to vindicate 
t lie nation il honor, but in a nn'm r extort'd fro n m n b\ 
tin. lot' »t oNtiitx nt Jo »dl>, nnd to d< preciti tin cxtcnMin 
of an oxj)-'n^i\o nnd lnrrt*^ing prut'* tion to tngrat who, 
if r< limed from tluir pr. <?mt oppris-nr- or ri-torcd to their 
■indent ]h)*i t-sioni, mil. In (loir own p *h nrd internal 
dispute*, in ill probability furnish nil nidlm fonro of troible 
and \o\ntion to the Ctottnumnl which Ins cxcrt-xl itself 
for thur dclnomnce. 

1 If the Court of Xaipaul could b ' brought to fo 
the impolicy of n contort with tlm British porrer, nnd 
lolmquish such points nnd places ns nre so situate as to 
unite dispute*, it would s -cm earn to throw n boundary 
line of petty Stiles whteh should be independent of both 
Goaernments nnd pro\ent nil future collision In this 
quarter nt least it is demonstraliaely practicable by the 
Punjore a alley remaining: ns it is now understood to be 
limited by the proprietors of the soii To the eastward, 
the Kanrdah a alley might be made a separate and distinct 
division and allotted as a proaision to the firmly of the 
exiled Rajah of Xahan, and the a alley of Derail, between 
the Ganges and Jumna, might m like manner be gnen to 
the heirs (if there are any) of the late Prince of Serinagur 

5 "Whatever may he my impressions of the difficulties 
to be encountered from the accounts I hate received or 
from the better attested narrative of Captain Rapcr in the 
Asiatic Researches, I trust it will not be thought that I despair 
of effecting what the Goorkhas hate achieted, but where 
the most successful result, so far from holding out an expecta- 
tion of remuneration, promises only an increase of expense, 
trouble and texntion, in perpetually arbitrating jarring and 
discordant interests, I hope I 6hall not give offence by 
saying that, in what respects this part of the country, it 
appears more advisable to relinquish the idea of general 
restitution, and, if we do attack, it should be aa owedly in the 
first instance to conquer for ourselves, though we should 
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subsequently form it mlo one distinct Government ns 
formcily existed between the Jumna and Ganges, from which 
the valley of Derail might be annexed to the Company's 
possessions on the cast side, ns the useful valley of Ivaardah 
might on the west side of the Jumna If they do not, 
and it is not expected they can, give an}- effectual aid m 
the conquest, thc^ lme not a right to expect the flints, 
but if the restoration of the ancient authorities should be 
considered by IIis Lordship as more consonant to polic\, 
justice and hnnnnit} , it would still rescue the British Goi- 
einmcnt fiom ne\cr ceasing trouble by declaring one the 
paramount State or general umpire to whom all appeals 
should in the first instance be made, and whose decisions 
should be subject only to the inference of the Resident of 
Delili as the represenlntne of, or to the Supreme Go\ eminent 
itself 

P S . — C iptaui Webb, as Supeiinlendent of Buildings, 
ban ig been ncceseauh entrusted with the cause of with- 
drawing Ins w oilmen from the \ alley of lxaardah, I considered 
it ad\ isable to a\ail myself of Ins piofessional Knowledge, 
and beg leaie to transmit lus letter just ictened for the 
inform ltion of Ills Loulship. 1 


Enciosukl 1 to 170 

Repot l on (he lit U Dint ruts occupied bp the Goorhhas 

To confess that the accompanying map is entnely 
constiucted from nathe information is at once to disclaim all 
pretention to geographical precision or accuracy , but, m 
addition to the usual difficulty of fixing the position of places 
from the ragiie and mdetci miuate assertions of men who 
lme not the least knowledge of the compass and descube 
only by the four cardinal poiuts, gieat embarrassment and 
perplexity have been caused by the mountainous face of 
the countiy, which lendeied it impossible to ascertain with 
any hope of conectness the leal distance of any one place 
from auothei In such a countiy the horizontal distance 
» Xot traceable in the Tuiijab Records 

so 
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I \\ lu*n C iplaui Kirlpntru’ \ **.»t*nl X.upaul »n 17P < 5, 
the Goorhhns had rov hed, hut not as they then n«-erted 
subdued, the Gurhvv d or Sermagur country between the 
Ganges ntul .Tamm The final subjugation of tho-> district 
can on!) be dated from the dialli of the Kijah who wn* hilled 
in nn notion with the Goorhhns m the v dloy of Derail in 
the year ISOd Antecedent, however, to this event, the 
a\ cuhness, t\ rnnm and mismanagement of Kurrmnpurknush 
hid excited the general Untied of his subjects nnd the 
discontent of lus moie immediate dependants, and revolutions 
unnecessary to detail lmd induced him to solicit the aid of 
the G 001 him fences to establish his own authority Tins 
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requisition was partially complied with, and a few hundred 
men under Bhugty Sing Thappa were sent to his assistance, 
hut being sui rounded by the troops collected by Kishen Sing 
and his own ministers, assisted by Ram Sing, the Hmdoor 
(now Pulasia) Rajah, and straitened for provisions, he enteied 
into negotiations which terminated in his being allowed 
to reoross the Jumna unmolested Rajah Kurrumpurkaush 
then fled to 6ome of his possessions m the low country 
and remained there till the Goorkhas had completely estab- 
lished themselves in the country between the Jumna and 
Ganges, when he again sought their assistance and met then 
Commander at Kalsee, with whom he leturned with a laige 
aimy by Raujpoor, Kaugra, etc , to his own capital of Nahun, 
having stipulated to let the Gooikhas pass unmolested 
through the country, and to furnish a quota of tioops and 
supplies of piovisions for the siege of “ Kote” Kangra, a 
foit belonging to the Kutoach Rajah, west of the Sntledge 

5 The aimy sent to his assistance was again met neai 
Ujmairguih by the lull people of Nahun and Hmdoor headed 
by Kishen Sing, but soon dispersed unable to cope with the 
superior discipline of the Gooikhas, who are said to have been 
guided and assisted by the peasantiy of the Thakoor of 
Bughaut, fiom whom the Hmdoor Rajah had recently 
wrested some of his principal places of defence, and conse- 
quently his territory 

G It is sufficient for the purpose intended by this 
writing to state that the Gooikhas were only once encounter- 
ed in the field on their second entrance into the Surmore 
country , but, though many of the forts held out long after 
the engagement at Ujmairgurh, and m general surrendered 
only from the failure of their supplies of provisions, and in 
some cases from their want of water, they are now in 
undisputed possession of the whole country from the Jumna 
to the Sutledge, and extending to the north, according to the 
mfoimation received, to the dependencies on the Empire of 
China, with the exception of Kunnowur, which the Rajah of 
Bissaher has been allowed to retain, either from their ina bility 


Report on the 
HiU Districts 
oconpied by 
the Gurkhas 
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Report tm tlm to subdue linn in Ins fnsl nesses or from li.nin" already 
ilill Dintnut-* - i, .. , lt , n J 

occupied In po«so-8ton of nil that was thought w orthy of conquest. 

tlie UurMns 

7 On crossing the Jumna jou enter the Surmoria 
county, of -winch Nnhun was the capital or residence of 
the It i] nh, and if bounded m Us -whole extent southerly 
by the Protected districts of the Sikhs , to the east to a icr y 
eonsiderible extent ns fm ns the Milage oE Bhoonder by 
the Jumna , it then meets the pitrgvnna of Rawalun, winch 
necounte state to haie formerly belonged to the Serinngur 
Rnjali, extending casterl) to the Tons and nortlierl} to what 
is here uim ersatly edled Bhuttuntli and supposed to he 
a part of our Boolan 

8 On the west the Surmore territory is bounded bj 
one oi other of the Burra TJ/akoorais or 12 portions, and 
these are bounded on the south by Sikh districts, on the 
west bj the Rauj of Ilnidoor, nnd extend northerly till they 
join tlie territory of Bissalier West of the country possessed 
by Ram Sing now of Pulnsn, and former]}’- styled the 
Iiindoor Rajah, is the Kchloor country, of which Belauspoor 
is the capital, and, if the information obtained is correct, 
tlie Kohloor country docs not extend all the waj to Bissahcr, 
but is bounded also by some of the Barra Thaloorat , some 
of which are said to be on or near the banks of tlie Sutledge 
find join the Bissahcr limits m that quarter 

9 In descnbmg these lnlly countries geographically, or 
at, tempting to show their relative positions, it is impossible to 
speak with too much caution, and, though it is anxiously 
hoped the map may he of some use to give a general idea of 
these mountainous regions, it cannot be too often repeated 
that it must only he received as the best procurable, and not 
with any reliance on its accuracy The political divisions of 
the country prior to its conquest by the Goorkhas may he 
accurately stated to be the Surmoie, the Barra Thakoorat, 
the Hmdoor and Kehloor, and on the hack or upper part 
of these mountains the Bissaher territory, of which Rampoor 
op the hank of the Sutledge was the capital, extending 
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eastward till it meets the district of Rawahm which, as above Report on the 
stated, formeily formed a part of the Sermagur Government Mcnple^by^ 
Commencing, then, on the east from the banks of the Jumna, the Gurkhas 
the Surmore temtory under the ancient Rajahs was valued 
at Rs. 1,00,000, the Hmdoor at less than 80,000, and the 
Kekloor possessions on the east of the Sutledge at about 
1,00,000 The following is the estimated value of the 
districts which go under the general name of the Ban a 
Thaloorai, or twelve portions — 



R* 

Eeonthul 

16,000 

Mulogh 

7,000 

Bughaut 

14,000 

Bawgtiul 

7,000 

Kothaur or Kotahei 

4,000 

Konyar 

600 

Dhameo 

1,300 

Bliujee 

7,000 

Kotee 

1,600 

KoomtiavBain 

7,000 


Besides these, lying north of Nahun, but said to have been 
dependencies on the Surmore, are three Thakoorats or portions, 
Joobul, Bulsun and Soorahun, 15,000 rupees, every one 
of which must at some penod have been distinct from that 
Rauj or they would not have been so distinguished 

10 Future events may elucidate facts which interest 
suppresses or endeavors to conceal , and if the restitution of 
the ancient Thakoors to their respective districts should be 
determined on, there can be no doubt that claimants will 
ansc, and that every claimant will possess a certain degree of 
influence. 

11 It is curious to observe that in the very midst 
of these hills, surrounded by Raujpoot Prrnces, a small Mus- 
sulman sovereignty was created of about 5,000 rupees. The 
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Report on the fort of Moorni and two others now destroyed by the Goorkhas 
Hilf Districts , ,, , ojt , , , ,, 

occupied by were built by a bjed whose descendants were only duven 

tho Gurkhas from thence about 4i0 years since, and now actually occupy 

a fort called Kotaha, which the present possessor, Meer J after, 

has contrived to maintain against all the efforts of the Sikhs, 

and whose little castle appeals close to Ramgurh (Roypoor) 

under the hills in the map, particularly maiked m red 

characters 

12 Of the actual extent and value of the Bissaher 
Rauj no accurate information has yet been obtained, but it 
is repiesented as large, and of far greater value than the 
whole of the lower countries of Surmore, Hindoor and 
Kehloor It is said also to abound m grain, and the Goorkhas 
are asserted to derive considerable resouices from that couutry, 
which enable them to maintain their force in these compara- 
tively poor distucts It has been fruitlessly endeavoured to 
ascertain whence these resources proceed, and how a countiy 
which certainly lies further north and is by them declared not 
to be a valley should be so much more pioductive than the 
lower range, but every attempt to gain precise information 
has failed, and we are left to conjecture that, although 
Bissaher may be relatively high eompaied with the Protected 
districts, it is situate between two ranges of hills at 6ome 
considerable distance from each other This conjecture, 
though mere conjecture, wears an appearance of probability 
from its being allowed that from a certain point (Kotegurh) 
it is a descent of some coss to Rampoor, the capital, and by 
the circumstance which is most positively asserted, though 
acknowledged not to have been seen, that the Tons issues 
as a small stream from the Sutledge above Surhaun, £0 coss 
(some say 40) from Rampoor, and proceeds through Ckokara 
increased by various nullas till it becomes a large unfordable 
nver passing by Hunowry to Kalsee, a little below which 
point it falls into the Jumna. 

13 Of the loads and passes through and on this 
extensive range of mountains, the information obtained from a 
great vanety of different sources has only agreed m one 
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particular uc , that they aie m many places impassable Report ou tlio 
for any foui -footed animal but the goonth 01 lull horse, ^cip^py 63 
aud from them the tnueller is often obliged to dismouut, and tUo Gurklios 
that e\ery description of burden is earned only by men 
Guns of small calibre were used by the lull Thakoois m their 
own petty waifaies The Goorkhas brought and now possess 
guns (fiom description about 8-pounders), but their trans- 
poitation fiom place to place is always by men, — sometimes 
in broad paths slung on bamboos or wood and earned as 
a palanquin, but most frequently diagged by mam foice along 
the ground with ropes, then carnages being always earned 
piecemeal bj r different hands It should be obseived that 
thes9 accounts were not received fiom people interested to 
deceive by exaggerated difficulties, but from persons who, if 
they supposed theie was any object but mere cunosity, weie 
moie likely to have lessened than increased the obstacles to be 
encounteied , yet that they unintentionally misrepresent is 
obwous from the simple fact that an elephant was sent 
as a present fiom Nahun to Bissaher This circumstance, 
mentioned at the same moment with a description of difficul- 
ties, led to enquny, aud the route of the elephant was actually 
tiaced to the distance of 40 coss , aud fuither mfoimation 
promised from one who had been an attendant m the maniage 
ceremony of winch this elephant made a part of the dowry 
Tnvial as the lelation of this cucumstance may appear on 
such an occasion, it is mentioned as impoitanf, fl’vk "s 
deciding the fact that an elephant may and ncta'db hu* 
proceeded over these hills, which are described ns '' 

to any quadiuped, and secondly, as shewing the ir'csra-'e-' an J 
want of common reflection with which von asvo "> <vn*end 
m seeking any information from a rniici’’ -s net 

immediatel) connected with his own priNshv 

14 It is, howevei, far from ib- -r~ ^ ~ 

obsei vat ion to impress an id's 1 -c Ycr or 

along the hills is an easy ope-i-ilir " '-i’t -here 
is leason to believe that lab" r-r prs v- a- 
effect what is generally rv r airvrr y irCn if n 5 

impossible 
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15 The whole extent of hill country marked by the 
map as between the Jumna and Sutledge has already been 
stated to be now completely occupied by the Goorkhas, and 
from most of the districts the former Rajahs, Chiefs or 
Thakoors, have been driven to a dependent subsistence on some 
of the low-country Chiefs The whole force kept up to 
preserve their conquests west of the Jnmna is stated to 
amount to 7,000 men, about 4,500 or 5,000 of which are 
supposed to be what are termed regular troops or soldiers 
armed with muskets and clothed m imitation of our sepahies 
in red cloth uniform These five thousand men are divided 
into companies, which are fixed either in different strong 
positions in the hdls or garrison the forts of the country, 
as will be seen in A 

10. It has been the policy of the Gooikhas to raze 
and level a numbei of the forts they found on their arrival as 
being in some degree useless Now that the whole country 
16 under one Government, and probably because they would 
require a larger body of troops than they could afford to 
maintain, they have retained and garrisoned some fevV in the 
upper couutiy, probably m the districts they found most 
refractory, but it is to the south or front range towaids 
the Sikh country that they seem to have duected their 
particular attention None on that side have been dis- 
mantled, all are kept m good repair, and some have been 
improved and strengthened Of these, however, none are 
what we should consider strong as fortifications farther than 
they aie made so by their elevated site and consequent 
difficulty of approach 

17 It may be concluded that these natural difficulties 
would be increased by art to the utmost extent of their 
knowledge of defence, but it is believed that to most a 
battering train could be got up, and that none of them could 
long resist a British detachment with howitzers and even field 
artillery, particularly if well supplied with sbrapnell shells, 
which it is imagined would be of the gieatest service in 
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a waifare of this nature, and should bo most abundantly 
furnished. 

18 On the fust intimation of hostilities it may he 
believed that the troops now scattered m all quarters will 
be assembled at one or moie central points to act as circum- 
stances lequue and oppose to the utmost the veiy first 
entrance of an invading foiee by whatever ghaut or pass the 
attempt is made From eveiy information yet obtained it 
does not appear that the passes are so near as to afford 
any hope of deceiving them by a feint It is supposed 
that the point of attack must be known, and it may be 
presumed will be obstinately defended, and, on the supposition 
that no route can be taken which will not at once indicate 
the quarter to be assailed, it is submitted with great diffidence 
that to commence by the reduction of Nalagurh might prove 
advantageous as being the key of the best and most practi- 
cable pass of the whole range (Nahun by the Kaardah valley 
not excepted) This pass is described as less rocky, and, if the 
accounts given of it can be at all depended on, would require 
less labour than any other, certain information having been 
obtained that Ram Sing (of Pulasia) previously to the 
Gooikha invasion conveyed a gun of considerable calibre — 
about a 4-pounder — from that place to Ujmairgarh, not by 
slinging, but dragging it up by men on irs carriage, which 
Beems to have resembled a truck with low broad wheels 


Suggestions 
of Colonel 
Oolitorlony in 
connection 
i\ ith the im- 
pending oper 
ntiona against 
the Gurkhas 


19 The bed of the river Ghumber, which they say 
runs within six coss of the residence of Unr-r Smg Thappa 
(Urkee), holds out a fair expectation that ir mght be made 
a road for guns Light mfantir sad frvps employed as 
light infantry must of course be throw;: cut to protect them 
against the fiie of the enemy, whri vfL 'ztsrrrhe doubtless 
annoy their advance from the bmiw T-=se are subordinate 
arrangements dependent on the rdreo ru command, and are 
only mentioned here to obnnre me mycoions which would 
nntuiafiy occur to the m:r h rf or -p? in the beds of rivers 
against a skilful and roo-rrifog enemy. Giring the 
Gooikhas full credit for rycmn n thej have acquired. r> c 



Suggestions 
of Colonel 
Ochterlony in 
connection 
with the im- 
pending oper- 
ations against 
the Gurkhas. 


402 LUDHIANA AOENOY UNCORDS, 1614-16 [ Chw 

officer must make up Ins mind to contend with a hardy and 
brave people, by no means uninformed m the aits and 
stratagems of mountainous warfare, and, giving them this 
credit, it may he concluded that either at the entrance of the 
Nalagurk Pass, or m some chosen strong position on the way 
to Urkee, he will make his first and principal stand with 
every man he can collect, and with every defensive art of 
stockade, &c , which they have m use. The information of 
the moment must determine whether this position can be 
turned, and the general mode of attack , but, on thiB first 
essay and the result will m all piobabihty depend, not only 
the futme conduct of the Goorkha troops, but that of all 
the peasantry of the hills from the southern boundary of 
the Protected districts to the noithein extremity of the 
Gooikha conquests 

20 It will not be till some decided success has been 
obtained that the universal discontent and hatred of the 
Goorkha Government will be manifest, and till then we must 
depend for information and for guides solely on Ram Sing of 
Pulasia, whose restoration being promised will undoubtedly 
secure to us every aid that can facilitate our progress. On 
the local knowledge of some of the exiled Thakoors we may 
place some little, and but little, confidence, but no other 
assistance can be hoped from men who now literally subsist 
on charity 

21 The Goorkha Government is considered so firmly 
established that they would not scruple to withdraw their 
troops from the different stations and assemble them at any 
one point which they thought most likely to be assailed, and 
they would do this with less reluctance, having completely 
disarmed the inhabitants, who are not suffered to carry or 
even possess any warlike weapon. 

22 A discretional power respecting expenditure through 
the commissariat or other staff would enable the officer 
in command to procure or secure great numbers of country 
men as leldars or pioneers, and with their assistance and 
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great lnbor it certainly docs seem practicable to take the Supgestiona 
usual field train, with any detachment that may he sent, Och(orlnn> m 
and it is imagined howitzers would he \ery useful and still connection 

, rm l r ^ "itli the im 

more easily com c) ed This opiuion, however, is formed on a pending oper- 
knowledge of what has been effected, and not fiom any tbc^GurUiM* 1 
enquiry, as it is lumersally supposed next to impossible 
even by those who relate what has been done in former 
times, and when these are staled as reasons for supposing 
it may he done again it is replied that the) were unopposed 
and had leisure to improic the different passes, which the 
Goorhhas hare constantly cndea%oured to render more 
impracticable 

2.3 The writer of this inadequate, hut well lnlendedy 
report is well an arc of his own deficiencies and inability to 
form a correct judgment c\en on the information ho haB 
obtained, and still more to offer any opinion on the measures 
to he adopted should it he determined to attack the Gooikha 
possessions, hut the importance of the subject seems to 
demand that he should liicui every usk of ccnsuie and o\eiy 
imputation of imbecility, and Ins sentiments arc submitted 
with unaffected diffidence and sincere reluctance, at the same 
time with an earnest hope that the national honor and dignity 
may not force us to engage m a contest which, m this 
quarter, docs not hold out the slightest remuneration for verv 
considerable and unavoidable expense 

24v Should the obstinacy or misguided counsels of the 
Court of Naipaul compel us to make a dnersion in their 
north-western conquests, which would emploj part of their 
force that would otherwise he engaged in the defence of 
tlioir own immediate territory and capital, it mac he thought 
advisable that the Loodeana Detachment should he reinforced 
by a certain number of companies or corps from Kurnnul or 
Seharunpoor, and in one body maicb to tlic reduction of 
Nalaguih and proceed to Urkee accompanied by the two 
18-pounders and a portion of the caialri, which might <lari 
the foot of the hills and he brought up, though with 
difficulty, to any one of the forts on the southern boundory 
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or face next to the Sikh districts, or, if it appeared more 
advisable, tbe Loodeana Detachment might only be increased 
so as to ndmit of a force being left for tbe protection of tbe 
lines, and tbe Km nan 1 Detnchmont joined by companies from 
Selinrnnpoor might proceed separately with howitzers and 
two 18'pouudcrs to the attack of Naknn and tbo eastern 
dish lets constituting the ancient Surmoro territory along tbe 
Kaarclah Valley, or up tbe Telokcpooi Pass 

25 Tbe Sikh Chiefs might be called upon, or some 
of those known to be most attached, to furnish a small 
body of bu rlundawzes, of which irregular force they have 
all some few in their pay, though their strength is in 
cavalry As the Hmdoor Itajah has been protected in 
Pulasia and his restoration is supposed, he might be called 
upon for two or three hundred armed, and for a greatei 
number of unarmed, men to assist in clearing the roads and 
carrying burdens 

26 Tbe oommissaiiat should be early called upon to 
procure all the mules, asses and tattoos that can be purchased 
oi hued to carry the requisite supplies on the lulls, which 
might be lodged m Pulasia, Munny Majra and Meer Jaffer’s 
Poit of Kotaha, eithei by purchases on the spot oi conveyed 
by the Government camels As the hill forts surrendered, 
these lowei depdts might be changed to suoh as fall into our 
hands It is very much doubted whether the restoiation of 
so weak and wicked a character as Rajah Kurrampurkaush 
being the avowed object would not prove rather mimical than 
beneficial to the views of the British Government, if merely 
limited to the expulsion of the Goorkhas, and it is humbly 
suggested that it might be the declared purpose to place his 
infant son Futteh Sing, a minor of about 11 years of age, on 
the gucldy It is, however, here hut justice to declare that, 
though the imbecility and tyranny of Knrrumpmkansh are 
notorious, much of the information has been obtained from 
his relation Kishen Sing and others of his people, who were 
decidedly hostile, and who m fact first caused him to seek 
the assistance of the Gooikhas, and has been a subject 
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Srily, that supplied with money Kishen Sing would 
be able to raise a eonsideiable body of men before 
hostilities actually commenced, and that, on the 
first action terminating favorably to the British 
arms, Ins influence might command a great part 
of the population of the Surmore Ran] and be essen- 
tially useful , 

4thly, that much, may be hoped from the Rajahs 
and Thakoors who have been permitted to remain 
by the Goorkhas, and are universally, m common 
with the peasantry, disgusted by their oppressions, 
but from them nothing is to he expected till they 
are convinced that the issue of the contest will he 
unfavorable to their present rulers , and 

Lastly, that, unless the Goorkha power is completely 
overthrown, or their boundaries so defined and 
limited that they cannot encroach without subject- 
ing themselves to a second and immediate contest, 
the restoration of the Hill Rajahs and Thakoors 
will not be permanent, or, if permanent, can only he 
maintained by the declared protection of the British 
Government, the assumption of which will certainly 
produce a constant source of trouble, and probably 
entail a considerable expense 

29. The history of the conquest of the country between 
the Jumna and Sutledge from Kalsee to Ratnpoor in Bissaher 
exhibits a most singular want of energy, of courage, of com- 
mon activity, and of every quality which are generally the 
characteristics of a highland people Whatever, therefore, is 
said to be expected from them is under the impression that a 
formidable protector stepping forward in their favor will 
inspire different sentiments and excite a different conduct 
from what they have shown m the defence of their country 
against the late invaders, who seem to have created such a 
terror by their pnor conquests that all opposition was- 
considered hopeless 
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Enclosure (2) to 176 

A. — Disposition of the forces in the Goorlha possessions 
according to the latest information 



Muskets 

In Nahun . 

1,600 

„ Hmdoor . 

300 

„ Bissaher . . , 

500 

„ Koomkarsam 

200 

„ Soobbatoo 

500 

„ Teebhur 

„ Urkee with Ummei Smg 

150 

Thnppa 

2,000 

Total 

5,250 

and 86 small brass guns about two cubits 
1£ poah (bazar weight) balls 

in length, carrying 


Enclosure (3) to 176 

3, — Supposed revenue of the Goorhha conquests between the 
Jumna and Suited ge rivers 


Surmore 

• 

Rs 

1,00,000 

Hmdoor 


40,000 

Kehloor 


1,00,000 

Barra Tliakoorai or 12 

por- 


tions 


66,500 

.Dependent Thakoorais 

on 


Surmore 


15,000 

Bissaber or that part 

; of 


the countiy recently 

con- 


quered 

• 

60,000 


Disposition of 
forces in thp 
Gurkha 
possessions 


Eovenne of 

Gurkha 

conquests 


Total . 3 51,500 
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Lmtof Cluofs ENCLOSURE (4) TO 17G. 

and tlieir 

?ho^GurklmB Cr ^ — Ltsl of Rajah 8 and Thaloors who arc retained or 

expelled hj the Goorhhas 


Sireenugih 
Surmore 
H indoor 
Kehloor 

Keouthal 

Mehlogh 

Bugbaut 

Bawghul 

Kothaur 

Konyar 

Dhamee 

Bhujee 

Kotee m Keonthal 

Koomharsam 
Beejlia m Bugbaut 

Gurhjurry 

Joobul 

Bulsen 


Soodinsun Sab 
Kurrumperkausb 
Rnm Singh 
Maba Cbund 

Rugoonath 

Mobmdei Singh 

Juggut Smgh 
Gopaul Smgb 


Puddum Cbund 

• • 

Ml 

« • 

• • • 

Jogla 

D 


Exiled, 

Do 

Exiled at Pullasia 
In full possession m 
lieu of service. 
Exiled. 

Allowed a jageer 
Tiibutary, and m full 
possession 
Exiled 
Do 

Allowed a yigeer 
Unknown 

Tributary, m full pos- 
session 

Tributary, in full pos- 
session 

Allowed a jageer 
Remain in lieu of 
dawk expenses 
Exiled 

In full possession 
Exiled 

OCHTERLONY, 


Agent , Governor- General. 


177. From J Adah, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Font 
William, to Colonel D Ochtbeloxt, Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated Camp on the Ganges near 
Currah, the 30th September 1814 

Operations In my letter of the 3rd ultimo you were apprized in 

against the . , J rr 

Gurkhas general terms of the state of affaus between the British 

tho oi™ed^Hdi Government and that of Nipaul, and of the measures con- 
Cluefs templated by the Governor-General of restoung to their 

hereditary possessions the exiled Chiefs of those territories 
which have lately been reduced by the Goorkha arms. Al- 
though the information required by that letter was necessary 
to enable the Governor-General to form a definitive judgment 
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on sexcial points relating to the proposed measnio and to 
the general courso of proceeding to he pmsucd towards the 
actual Go\ eminent of Nipaul, yet adverting to the appioach 
of the period when opentions would commence, and when 
such measures as might be detei mined on for obtaining the 
aul and co-operation of the c\ilcd Chiefs requned to be put 
in tiain, Ills Excellency thought it expedient no longei to 
delaj, in expectation of the leceipfc of yom leport, the tnans- 
mission of instructions to j on on the subject founded on 
such infoimation ns was at the moment in II is Loulslnp’s 
posse-sion and open to futuie corteetion or modification if 
nciOFFan 

2 Inst met ions had accoulingl\ been piepmed under His 
Loidship’s auLhorit)', but befoie thej could be dispatched your 
letter No 198 of the 29th August 1 w is reconed, and the 
whole question was agnn taken into consideration with iefei‘- 
cnce to the inhumation and suggestions contained in jour 
lepoit 

3 I now piocecd to slate to you in detail the insult 
of Ills Lotdbhip’s deliberations, and to communicate his 
instructions for your guidance in the conduct of the political 
ninngements which it will be ueccssmy to combine with the 
linlitaiy operations alieady prcscnbcd by the Ordcis of the 
Commnnder-iu-Chief undei date the 2Sth August 

4 I am fust duccted, liowexei, to express to you the 
satisfaction with which the Governor-General has perused 
yo tu leport, and to signify to you His Loidship’s eutno 
appiobation of the spiut in which it was diawn up and of 
the comprehensive details and suggestions which it contains 

5 The principal question which it piesents for consider- 
ation is the expediency of restoring the exiled HiH Chief- 
to then former possessions, aud holding out to them n"d *o 
their subjects that expectation with a view to 'tin their 
exertions in co-opoiating with us m the exp" ’’-.or. cf -bo 
Goorkha foices fiom the tcrutoncs foravg *k .r ane ;n 
puncipalities. 
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Gurkhas 
Treatment of 
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0 As the general cliaractei of our political ai range- 
monte connected with tlie operations to be earned on by tbc 
dnision of tlie mmy under your command , must depend 
on the decision of tins qnestion in tlio affirmative oi the 
negative, I have been desired to state to jou m some detail 
tlie views and considerations winch have influenced the 
Govemoi-Gcneial m the adoption of the opinion which he 
has formed on the subject 

7 In delibeiating on this question the Governcn 'General 
lias eaiefnlly considered the sentiments evpiessed by you 
lelntno to the embarrassment, inconvenience and expense 
resulting fiom the species of connection between the Butish 
Government and the Hill Chiefs which you appiehend to he a 
necessaiy consequence of their restoiation under our protection 
and guarantee, especially from the necessity of nibitrvtmg 
the diffeiences which you foresee will he perpetually ansmg 
among them and calling for om authoritative intei position in 
their affairs 

8 The principal advantages contemplated in the estab- 
lishment of such an ordei of things as would impose on the 
British Government the office of arbitration would he the 
preservation of tranquillity, so conducive to the sneoess of any 
commercial objects winch our impioved intercourse with those 
mountainous districts might open to the enterprize of our 
meichants, and the security winch would he afforded agamst 
tho preponderance of any individual Chief, which might lead 
to the union of the different Chiefs under one head, or tlie 
extension of the power of an ambitions Prince by conquest 
or intrigue over the possessions of his neighboius to such 
a degice as to expose the Butish Government again to the 
insults and aggressions of a powei so constituted and animated 
by such pimciples. 

9 The inconvenience and embarrassment likely to result 
fiom undeitakmg the office of arbitrating all the diffeiences 
an sing among a number of petty and independent Chiefs 
was by no means absent from the view of the Govemoi- 
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Gonenl His Lordship Ml tint {he obligation to aibitiate, 
which necessarily implies tlmt of enforcing 0111 awaid, must 
in such oases alwavs lender {ho power which mcuis it liable 
(o be called on for the active exeition of its force and expose 
it (0 much inconvenience and unprofitable expense But m 
contenipl iling the restontion of these Chiefs it did not 
appeal to the Gov ernoi -General that any necessity would 
exist foi bin l honing om selves with this troublesome and 
thinhlcps ofiiee, and it was never intended that the Bntish 
Government should bind itself hv anj express or implied 
engagement to undertake it Supposing the advantages of 
saioh a degree of pantnount authontj as is implied in the 
exorcise of a general ailntmlion, with the faculty of enforcing 
the award, to he desirable, it appeared to Ills Lordship that 
x\ e should, m the common course of events, have it at onr 
command whenever we might sec fit to exeieise it The 
natural effect oE onr cxci lions foi the restoration of these 
Chiefs and of the political influence and ascendancy which our 
success will hung with it, will he to make them look to ns for 
advice and assistance in their difficulties, which we shall be at 
hbeit) to afford or withhold at our option , and we shall thus, 
it may be presumed, without the inconvenience of positive 
obligation, possess all the essential advantages of a dcclaied 
light of interference 
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Governor-General knows, that then interests are of a pocu- 
linrily complicated nature Even the actually existing number 
of independent Chiefs may be materially reduced if an 
airangement can bo made such as suggested by you for 
placing a poition of thorn (the whole of the Barrah Thaloo- 
uieCytoi instance) under one paramount Chief — an arrangement 
which you are authouzed to endear our to effect if you shall 
see leason to think that it will bo practicable 

11 The objection to the restoration of the Hill Chiefs, 
founded on tho embarrassment and mcom enience resulting 
fiom our interference in then internal dissensions, doeB not 
theiefore appear to the Governor-General at all conclusive 
agaiust the measuie But, whatever may be the abstract 
expediency oi advautnge of such an arrangement, it appeal s 
to His Loidslnp to be scarcely avoidable under the peculiar 
cncumstances in which the British Government has been 
placed by the insolence and violence of the Goolkhas 

12- It is not necessary to lecapitulate the events and 
tiansactions which have produced this state of affairs Being 
placed m a situation, which compels the British Government 
to take up arms in support of its undoubted rights and in 
vindication of its honoi, the question for consideration is 
how those just and legitimate objects of war are to be best 
accomplished 

13 The expulsion of the Goorkha forces from the country 
between the Jumna and the Sutledge became an indispensable 
part of the system, both of military operations and of political 
arrangements, while, with reference to the formei, the nntme 
of the country and the numerical strength of the force which 
can be brought to act in it renders the co-operation of the 
inhabitants in the expulsion of the enemy and the occupation 
of the posts from which they may be driven an object of 
peculiar importance m a military point of view It is 
accordingly m this view puncipally that the Governor-General 
has expected to derive advantage from holding out the res- 
toration of the ancient Chiefs to whom their former subjects 
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mo supposed to bo attached, mitl whoso re-establishment will 
evince the resolution of the British Government permanently 
to exclude the Gooikha power 

11 From what tlie Go\einor-Gcncral can learn of the 
nature of the count rj to he tlio scene of your operationB, it 
will be impossible for jou to occupy, by detachments and 
parties from jour force, the pos*s and strongholds from 
which a ou will expel the Goorkhn tioops, and the possession of 
which will bo required for the support of jour fuither opei- 
ntions, or which it maj bo impracticable to dismantle or 
dostroj In theso ca^es the 7calous and cordial aid of tlio 
inhabitants of the countij', excited hj (he picsence of their 
natural Chiefs, will bo of essential advantage, and indeed 
npparenllj indispensable It can, how c\ or, onlj- bo secured by 
the expectation on the part of the Chiefs of rccov ering their 
former power, and on that of the inhabitants of permanent 
emancipation from the tjranny of the Goorldias 

15 But independently of the assistance in promoting 
the success of our imhtarj operations to be derived fiom the 
proposed measure, it is recommended bj* considerations of 
a nature more exclusively political The expulsion of the 
Goorkhn power fiom the countrj between the Sutlcdgo and 
the Jumna being determined on ns a necessarj' branch of tho 
measures to be pursued against the Government of Nipaul, 
the mode of disposing of that countrj r in the event of its 
occupation bj r our arms becomes a question for consideration 
IIis Lordship does not contemplate any terms of peace, after 
hostilities shall have actually commenced, which wall restore 
to the Goorkhas any portion of the possessions in question 
from which they may bo duven by the events of the war 
The annexation of the conquered country to the possessions 
of the Honorable Company (with eventually the exceptions 
which will be hereafter stated) appears to be entuoly inexpedi- 
ent in every point of view m which the Governor-General 
has been able to consider the question No practicable and 
convenient mode of disposing of these territories then remains 
except then restoration to the Chiefs who formerly ruled 
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o\ei them, who still ate supposed to possess the good-will of 
the people, whose attachment to the British Government may 
be more reasonably looked to than that of any other power 
by which they could be held, and whose means of injuring 
us, even supposing a different disposition, can nevei be foi- 
midable 

16 On these grounds, then, the restoratron of the Hill 
Chiefs to their formei authority and possessions, and the 
previous declaration to them and to then people of such an 
intention, combined with an invitation to them to exert them- 
selves in co-opeiation with the British troopB to dme out the 
Goorkhas, appears to His Lordship to be a measure higlily 
expedient 

17 The attention to which your opinions and suggestions 
on this subject are entitled, and the suppoit which they 
denve from your local knowledge, professional expenence and 
acknowledged general ability and judgment, have induced 
His Lordship to direct me to state to you thus fully the 
grounds on winch he has drawn a conclusion diffeient fiom 
that deduced by you 

18 Having stated the general principle which should, in 
the judgment ot the Governor- General, foim the basis of oiu 
political measures and proceedings with relation to the country 
between the Jumna and the Sutledge occupied by the Gooi- 
khas, I now pioceed to state to you the points on which it is 
desirable that that pnueiple should be modified and tempeied 
m its actual application to cucumstances Although the gen- 
eral restoration of the Hill Chiefs has been stated and aiguod 
on, in the preceding paiagraphs, as the measure proposed to be 
adopted, it would not only be considered by the Governor- 
General to be inexpedient with reference to oui immediate 
mteiests, but altogether inconsistent with the character and 
honoi of the British Government, to employ its power to 
restore a Chief of notorious profligacy or imbecility to his 
former possessions against the will of the majority of the 
inhabitants In the case, for instance, of Kmrumperkausb, 
the exiled Chief of Sirmore, the Go\ ernor-Geneial will fully 
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tcrutoiy dependent on it, not so muoli with a ucw to revenue 
as for the security of commercial communications with the 
countiy where the shawl wool is pioduced. This object would 
roquue the possession by the British Go\ eminent of a tract 
of terntory quite close to the frontier of that country His 
Loulslup is not apprized of the local objections which may 
exist to tho nppiopnation of such a terriloiy, of the practi- 
cability of defending it, 01 of its aptitude to promote the 
object of trade, which has just been stated, nor whether 
to render it complete it may not require the addition of a 
portion of the contiguous terutory of Keemaon. On these 
points His Lordship will be hupp\ to rccene such infoima- 
tion as the attention which 3011 ha\e recently devoted to the 
subject mu) r enable jou to communicate The question will 
in the meantime lemain open for decision, and will not be 
affected by j r our proceedings relative to the territories west 
of tho Jumna, and you will he particularly careful to avoid 
any mcasuie which mti} r restrain the latitude which it is 
desirable to piesene m this respect 

21 I have now stated nearly all that occurs to the 
Governor-General on the question of restoring the Hill Chiefs, 
but I am directed to observe that, while Ilis Lordship's 
opinion is formed on general views, aided by a knowledge of 
the local paiticulars stated m your leport now acknowledged 
and m other communications received fiom yourself as well 
as fiom other quarters, he is j r et aware that much of the 
leasomng by which it is suppoited must be open to cor- 
rection fiom the more piecise information acquired on the 
spot, and that the pi ogress of your operations will open to 
you still further and moie accurate sources of intelligence 
It has therefoie been His Lordship's aim in this dispatch 
to convey to you a clear exposition of his own sentiments 
and a statement of certain general principles of policy, leaving 
to yon at the same time an entne latitude of action in their 
practical application While, theiefore, you will fully hear in 
mind the objects, political and military, which appear to the 
Governor-General to lecommend the measure in question, 
you will considei yourself entnely at libeity to shape it 
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21 The sev oral Chiefs should be required to execute 
engagements binding themselves to allow to the Bubjects of 
tlie Company and to their goods and mercbandi^o a free right 
of passage, to render military semce to the British Govern- 
ment when required within the lulls, to afford every aid, 
comfort and supply to the British troops during military 
operations , and in general terms to remain faithful and 
attached to the British Government 

25 The enclosed Proclamation declares them guaranteed 
against the Goorkha power and exempt fiom all tribute or 
other pecuniary demand whatever. 

20 Beferring to the 5th paragraph of jonr dispatch 
No. 103, dated the Otli J uly , 1 the Governor-General directs 
me to observe that it is unnecessary to 6tnte to von that no 
movement on the pait of Rajah Sunsaur Clmnd directed to 
the recovery of such of his former possessions as are m the 
occupation of Rajah Runjeet Sing can he countenanced or 
approved hy the British Government His re-occupation of 
any part of his former possessions which may he now held by 
the Goorkhas will, however, be extremely desirable, and his 
general co-operation against the force of Umraer Sing Tbappa 
should he encouraged hy every practicable means Mr 
Metcalfe, who has an agent at Sunsaur Chund’s Durbar, will 
receive instructions on this subject, and will be desired to refer 
the agent to you for particular orders respecting the time 
and direction of any movements of the Rajah’s troops 


Enclosure to 177 

Proclamation to the Chiefs and Inhabitants of the Hills between 
the Sntledge and the Jumna 

The British Government has long viewed with concern 
the misery and distress to which the inhabitants of the hills 
lying between the Jumna and the Sntledge have been reduced 
hy the oppressive sway of the Goorkha power While that 
power was at peace with the British Government and afforded 
no ground to doubt its disposition to maintain that relation, 

1 171 supra 
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the aclcnowl edged obligations of public faith demanded n 
corresponding conduct on tho pait of the Butisb Government, 
and obliged it to witness m silent legiet the devastation and 
nun occasioned by the extension of the Goorkha arms oiei 
those couutiies 


Picclavcmtion 
to Chiefs and 
inhabitant* of 
the Hill* 
between the 
Sutlej nml 
Jumna 


Hat ing now been compelled by a series of unprovoked and 
unjustifiable encroachments and violence on the part of the 
Goorkha pow er to take up arms m defence of its rights and 
honor, the Butish Government eageily seizes the favorable 
occasion of assisting the inhabitants of the hills in the 
expulsion of their oppressors, the recovery of their national 
independence, and the restoration of the families of their 
legitimate and ancient Chiefs The inhabitants of the lulls 
aie accordingly invited and earnestly exhorted to co-operate 
with the British tioops in the powerful exertions which the 
latter are piepaied to make for enabling them to accomplish 
those laudable and patnotic objects The Commander of the 
British Tioops is authonzed and dueeted by his Government 
to piomise iu its name a peipetual guarantee against the 
Goorkha power, and to assure the Chiefs and inhabitants of 
tho hills of its sciupulous regard for all then ancient lights 
and pnvilegcs The British Government demands no tribute 
or pecuumy indemnification whatevei for its assistance and 
protection All tliat it requires fiom the inhabitants of the 
lulls m letum for those benefits is their zealous and cordial 
co-operation dui ing the continuance of hostilities against the 
Goorkhas, and their sen ices hereafter if cncumtances should 
again demand the employment of a Butish foice in the lulls 
against its enemies and their own 

Given at the Head Quaiters of the Biitish Force serving 
between the Jumna and the Sutledge this day of 

A D 1814 corresponding with the of 


By order of His Excellency the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General 

[Note — To be signed and sealed b) Colonel Oebterlony 4 
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178. Ft om J An -tv, Eeijuirc, Secretary to Goicrnmcnt, Fort 
Willmm, to Colonel D OciiTFRiovr, Agent, Governor 
General, Lodhiana, — dated Gamp on the Ganges nrai 
Mamclpoie, the 1st October 1811 

Tiil Go\ernoi-Gencial hating had under his consideration 
the means of proudmg for the conduct of the political duties 
now pci formed by you dimng 3 oar absence from the Sikli 
territories on the service to which ir^ dispatch of } r esterday , s 
date lefeis, I am now directed to communicate to )-ou the 
resolutions and ordeis of His Lordship on that subject 

51 It appears to the Go% erpor-General to be on the 
whole most expedient that your Assistant, Captain Birch, 
should remaiu at Lodhiaua and conduct the details of the 
political duties of that station, subject, liowe\er, to instruc- 
tions which he maj- rccene fiom 3011 and under 3 our general 
superintendence and control The knowledge which Captain 
Bnch has aequued, during Ins emplo 3 ment as your Assistant, 
of the condition, inteiests and relations of the Chiefs with 
whom you are m communication, and of the sentiments and 
political views of Goiernment uith respect to them, points 
this anangement out as preferable to an}' which would trans- 
fer the conduct of these duties to a person not possessing 
equal expenence, while it secuies to the utmost practicable 
extent the advantage of the continued exercise by you of 
those talents and qualities n Inch hare so eminently contri- 
buted to the success of the airangement by which the Sikh 
Chiefs between tbe Jumna and the Sutledge were placed 
under the immediate protection and guarantee of the British 
Government 

3 You will accordingly he pleased to notif} r this 
arrangement to Captain Birch and to furnish him with 
instructions for his guidance, directing him to communicate 
his proceedings to 3 r ou and to conform to such directions as 
you may deem it necessary, from time to time, to issue to 
him Captain Birch should eonespond directly with me for 
the information of the Governor-General, transmitting his 
dispatches through the Resident at Dehh and forwarding 
copies to Tort "William, 
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4 Previously to youi departure from Lodhiana it will 
be proper for you to communicate to Rajah Runjeet Smg m 
geueial terras the object of your march, and to convey to 
him such assurances as may be necessary to satisfy his mind 
that the intended measuies of the British Government are 
entirely unconnected with anything that can affect his 
interests. The piecise views with which the movement of 
Sunsai Chund's force is contemplated by ns should also be 
distinctly brought under his notice. 

6 The Governoi-Geneial entertains no suspicion that 
Runjeet Sing will take advantage of the absence of your 
foice from Lodhiana to molest the Sikh Chiefs undei oui 
protection or m any manner to infringe the stipulations of 
the existing treaty. Any attempt to favoi or suppoit the 
Goorkha foice, moie especially after a successful commencement 
of your operations, is altogether improbable, and it is presum- 
able that any disposition of thi6 sort would be speedily 
dispelled by a communication to the Rajah of the tenor of 
yoiu conference with Bhugty Sing Thappa, leported in your 
dispatch No 187, dated 20th Decembei 1813, 1 and of the 
report of your Inrcarrali of that part of Ummer Sing's 
discourse which lelates to Runjeet Sing, communicated in your 
dispatch No 200 of the 15th ultimo, ? 

6 A notification to the Sikh Chiefs under oui protection 
and an exhortation to them to be under no apprehension 
during the temporary absence of the greater part of youi 
foice will also be advisable, 

7 You will of course call on them m the name of the 
Government foi such aid as you may judge them capable of 
affording of a nature to be useful m the approaching seivice 
Besides the Infantry which they may be able to furnish, it 
occurs to the Governor-General that their Cavalry may be 
serviceable in protecting the low lands Lorn any inclusions 
from the hills which may be undertaken or encouraged by 

5 163 supra 
* Jsot protect 


Farther m- 

Bt-ructious to 

Colonol Ocli 
teilonj 



422 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 18U-1S. [ Chap 

the Goorklias by way o£ (Incision or foi tbe pui pose of 
plunder On ibis subject the Governor-Geneial deems that 
you will be governed by jour own discietion 


179. From Captain G Bincn, Assistant Agent, Governor-Gen 
oral, Lodianah, to J Adam, Esquire, and J j\[odcktov, 
Esquire, Sccrclancs to Government, — dated the 2nd of 
December 181 1. 


Arrival of 
family of 
bliah Slmjn- 
nl Walk at 
Ludhiana. 


I have the honor to communicate, for the information 
of the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General, that about five 
o'clock yestciday evening a message was brought me by 
an Afghan that TVuffa Begum and all the females of 
Shah. Sliooja-ul-Mulk's family had armed from Lahore 
and taken refuge in the town of Lodianah, and that the 
King also meant to attempt his escape However, it appears 
Ins intentions were discovered by an open note No 1, which 
has since arrived directed to Colonel Ochterlony, copy of 
which I beg leave to enclose 1 It is said to be written by the 
King's own hand I also enclose a commum cation from the 
Lahoie newswntei, No 2, on this subject 1 


On ascertaining that there was no deception in the 
Afghan's report of their being really the King’s family, 
I thought it would allaj' the apprehensions they desenbed 
themselves to be under, with legard to the reception they 
should meet with in coming without permission into the 
British dominions, to send them word they might rest assuied 
of their personal securitj r , and that I was sorry I had no bettei 
accommodation to offer them than a tent which I begged leave 
to prepare for them 

They expiessed their gratitude for the kind receptiou, 
but begged to decline tioubhng me for anything, that the 
protection of the Bntish Government was all they would ever 
ask or receive fiom them. 


1 Not traceablo m the Punjab Record* 
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180. From Colonel D. OcuTEnio\r, Agent, Got ernor- General, 
Lodiana, to ,T Amir, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment, Fort IVtlltam, — No 30S, doited Camp Nchr, the 
6th of December lSli 

1 u vi r the honor to transmit herewith a letter addressed 
to the Eight Honorable tho Go\ernor-General from Ummer 
Sing Tlnppa 

2 The contents of it are bnefl) stating that he has 
leceived orders from Nnipnnl to send a confidential person to 
ncgociate a peace, and requesting permission so to do if such 
pioposals would he acceptable to His Lordship His letter to 
me only requests that I will read, seal and transmit it, 
permission having arrived from Naipanl in consequence of my 
lecommendation to send a person to Mr Metcalfe, Resident 
of Dehli. 


Enclosuiu 1 to ISO 

Translation of the substance of a letter from Ummer Sieg 
Tmrrj to Colonel Ocuterlo^t 

STvrrs that he transmits to Colonel Ochterlony a letter 
to the address of the Governor-General, for the purpose of its 
being forwarded to His Lordship after perusal, and requests 
Colonel Ochterlony to obtain a favorable answer, observing 
that should it be His Lordship’s pleasure to adjust all 
differences, and to restore friendship and harmony between 
the two States, nothing could be more desirable, but that 
otherwise, n hatever the will of the Almighty may be will 
come to pass 


Enclosure 2 to 180 

Translation of the substance of the letter from Ummer Sing 
Tuatta to the Governor-General, referred to m 
the foiegoing 

Sta.tE3 that firm friendship had subsisted between the 
two States, but that, for some time past, m consequence of 
misunderstandings between the officers of the two Govern- 
ments, disputes respecting boundaries had arisen Regrets 
this interruption of that friendship which was attended with 
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mutual advantages States that Chunder Sekher Opadeea 
had been sent by the Rajah of Nepaul for the adjustment of 
depending points , that he (Ummer Sing) had also received 
a letter from the Rajah directing him to send a confidential 
person to the British Government he therefore informs the 
Governor-General that if His Lordship is desirous that the 
existing differences regarding the boundary disputes shall be 
adjusted, he Will send a confidential person with a letter to 
the Governor-General to negociate the adjustment of the 
pending differences to the boundary disputes , otherwise, if 
war m the hills be His Lordship J s object the will of God 
will be done. 


181. From J Adam, Fsquve, Secretary to Government , to 
Oolonel D. Ooeterlont , Agent, Governor-General , 
Lodhiana, — dated damp Horadabad, the 11th of Decem- 
ber 1814 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dis- 
patch of the 6th instant, 1 enclosing an original lettei from 
Ummer Sing Thappa to the Governor-General and one to your 
address 

You will be pleased to state to Ummer Sing Thappa that 
the Governor-General has received his letter and considered the 
contents , that the questions now depending between the two 
States no longer lefer to the original differences on the 
boundaries, but m consequence of the conduct of the Goorkha 
Government involve interests of the greatest magnitude , that 
the British Government, as it reluctantly entered into the 
war, is willing to renew the relations of amity on terms 
consistent with its interests, dignity and honor , that if 
Ummer Sing is authorized to depute an agent for the purpose 
of adjusting terms of peace, the agent will be received and the 
terms which he may propose listened to, and, if admissible, 
they will be duly discussed , that m this event, he will he 
pleased to direct the agent to proceed to Dekli, where the 
Resident will be prepared to receive the communications with 
which he may be charged 


1 180 mpra 
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You vv ill of course not suffei Ummei Sing's deputation of 
nn ngenf to interrupt the progress of jour opoiations, and will 
decidedly reject nny proposition of this natuie w Inch he may 
inahe to 3 ou 


182 . Prom J. An tv, Esqime, Scrrdrtnj to G-oicmmcnt, to 
Captain 0 1 linen, Tjodluaua y — dated damp BclawaUali, 
11th of December 1S11 

1 ii vvt the honor to achnovv ledge the receipt of 3 our lettei 
of the 2 nd instant/ communicating the arrival at Lodluana 
from Lahoie of "Wuffa Begum and all the females of the 
familj of Shah Shnjn-ool-Moolk 

2 I am duectcd bj’ the Right Ilon'ble the Governor- 
General to acquaint, 3011 that, though lie icgrcts the occuirenco 
leported in 3 our letter, and cannot on nny account encourage 
or countenance 0113 news which may ho cntei tamed by the 
fugitives of the fnmilj of Shill Shuja directed tovvnuls any 
change in the situation of the Shah, II is Loulslnp conceives 
that the Bulish Government is withhold bj motives oE 
humanity fiom infusing them that piotoction under which 
the3 f have thrown themselves, 

3 It is not lmpiobablc tint Rajah Runjcet Sing may 
apply to the Government foi these lubes to be lcstoied to 
him, a icquest which of couise cannot be complied with I11 
the event of Runjcet Sing's addressing roit foi this purpose, 
tlio Governor-General demos that 3 r ou will leply by assuring 
the Rajah that the British Government will nevei give i(s 
countenance or suppoit to the family or dependants oE Shall 
Shuja in any designs which may lntcifere with the news or 
wishes of Runjeet Sing, but that the withdrawing from them 
that protection undei which they have placed themselves w onhl 
be inconsistent With the duties of humanity and the chmciei 
of the British nation, and as such can never be a fit old v' 
of solicitation, 


Armal of 
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1 179 tvpra 
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183. From J At> 4M, Esquuc, Secretary to Government , to 
Captain G Bircii, Assistant Agcnt f Governor General, 
Lodlnana, — dated Camp Najibabad, the 21st of December 
18U 

Proposed A Fuimim consideration of the actual situation of the 

ttafiumly of members of the family of Shah Shuja, who have taken refuge 

S ]'^r at Lodlnana, has suggested to the Governor-General the 

m-Mulk to ° , 

Delia expediency of removing them from a position where they are in 

some measure exposed to dangei from any desperate attempt 
which might bo made from the opposite side of the Sutledge 
to seize them, and the proximity and exposed situation of 
which alone might tempt Runjeet Sing secretly to encourage 
such an attempt, and His Lordship has accordingly resolved 
to lemove them to Dehli, where they will be m a state of 
security and comfort which Lodhiana will not afford Yon 
will therefore be pleased to propose to them to proceed to 
Dehli, on the ground of their greater security and comfort, 
and will take the requisite measures for carrying the plan 
into effect. You will cousider yourself authorized to afford 
them your aid m procuring carriage for their conveyance, and 
if it shall appear that they have not the means of supplying 
themselves, you are at liberty to afford them snch pecuniary 
assistance as may be necessaiy, pieserving every practicable 
attention to economy in your arrangements of this natuie 
You will be pleased also to furnish them with such a guard 
as may be requisite for their protection on the road 

2 You will announce to Mi Metcalfe the period of 
their depaituie fiom Lodhiana and piobable arrival at Dehli, 
and furnish him with all the information respecting them 
necessary to enable him to execute the orders of Government 
for theu reception and accommodation 

3 If Rajah Runjeet Sing should make any representa- 
tion to you regarding the removal of Shah Shuja’s family from 
Lodhiana, you will be pleased to reply to the following effect. 
You will renew the assurances, which you have already 
been authorized to make to him, that the British Government 
will never countenance any proceeding of that family at all 
unsatisfactory to Runjeet Sing, that theu lemoval to Dehli is 
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necessary for that comfoit which the Bntish Government 
cannot ie£use to affoid to helpless females who have thrown 
themselves on its piotection , but that the leading motive for 
their lemoval thithei is that it will prevent them from 
cauymg on any intrigues foi effecting the escape of Shah 
Slnvja, 01 for any othei purpose unacceptable to the Rajah, 
which could not be so effectually pi evented if they continued 
to leside at Lodhiana 
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184 . From Captain G Emeu, Assistant Agent, Governor - 
General, Lodianah, to J Adju, Esqune, Secretary to 
Gove) nment, — dated Lcdianali, the 1st of January 1815 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of youi letter 
of the 21st instant, legarding the removal of Shah Shooja-ul- 
Hulk’s family to Delilee I consequently sent a message to 
the Begum this evening that His Excellency the Right 
Hon’ble the Go vernoi- General lias proposed their proceeding 
to Delilee as a situation of greater secunty and comfort, and 
that I had peimission to furnish them with a guard and give 
eveiy assistance in my power foi then accommodation on the 
journey, and that they might be assuied of Mr Metcalfe 
ti eating them with every kind attention on their arrival 

2 The Begum begs me to reply that such consideration 
fiom the British Government gives liei the greatest satis- 
faction, and particularly lequests me to communicate hei 
acknowledgments to IIis Excellency the Governor-General, 
but she begs to decline the offer of a residence m Delilee 
for the following reasons — first, that she has not the means 
nor, as the Kmg her husband is situated, the inclination to 
meet the Kmg of Dehlee on an equal footing , and secondly, 
that it is great consolation to her to be as near her husband 
as possible to enable her to carry on a quick correspondence 
with him 

8. I am therefore at a loss to argue against such 
reasoning, and I have not said anything further, concluding 
His Excellency the Governor-General would not wish it to be 
uiged against hei inclination. 
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t The apprehension o£ their being subject to any 
deapei.ite attempt mid'' me send for then headman a day or 
tiro aftci their aiuv.il, and I evplamed to him how much 
they were exposed to molestation fiom any banditti -nlio 
in expectation of a icuard from Ruujeet Sing might attick 
them, that I had on this consideration requested Colonel Kuox 
to allow a hundred of Rijali Bhang Sing’s sepoys (who weie 
on cantonment duty) to join the f/ianna guard m the town 
which was neai the house they then occupied, and had given 
the Surdar commanding instiuctions to comply with any 
lequisition he might make for guaids and sentries, which 
I requested he would himself station about then dwelhng 
to ensure then security, and observed to him there was no 
occasion to alaim the Begum by telling her all I had warned 
him against, but to say that I had offered them for protection 
against thier es 

5 But she desired him not to call any guard or place 
any sentiy about her house, because it would be reported to 
Runjeet Sing that she was under restraint, so I desired 
sentries to be placed at the end of the streets leading to 
the house and the guard to be on the alert 

6. Soon afterwaids I procured them a much more 
comfortable dwelling and from its construction more secure 
than the generality of houses, which they are much pleased 
With, and have furnished them with cots, cooking ntensils, 
and other little necessaries which they could not procure, and 
which I thought it incumbent upon me to supply them with, 
as they came totally destitute of every comfort 

7 The Begum has lately sent to me several of the 
King’s letters to her wheiem he mentions the conduct of 
Runjeet Sing towards him and the messages he leceives from 
him. He has lately taken away the sentries who were plaoed 
constantly in the same apartment with him, and they are now 
only round the dwelhng , and he has also allowed him several 
little indulgences which were befoie denied him, and he sent 
him word he would lelease him entirely if he would make a 
promise not to go for refuge under the influence of the British 
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Government, and ne\cr to molest Ins possessions if lie ever 
got mto power The King replied ho would not make him 
any promises 

S The Begum also sent me a lettci fiom hei brothei, 
Fntty Khan, and anothei near relation uho at tho time he 
wrote did not know she had left Lahore He regiets evtiemely 
that Shah Shooja-ul-Mulk cannot get to him, as Mahomood 
Shah is veiy unpopulai and if Shooja-ul-Mulk was present he 
would be immediately restored to the throne , that, as he fears 
thcie is no chance of his being able to effect his escape from 
Ruujeet Sing {as he had lefused half the revenue of Cashmeie 
and Mooltau for his release), yet if the Begum could reach him 
she would be established on the throne during hei husband's 
absence, and requests hei if possible to make the attempt if 
sho lias any hopes of succeeding m safety and her health 
equal to tho undertaking , but she does not seem inclined to 
make the trial 


185 From J. Adjv, Esquire, Secrclaiy to Government, to 
Captain G Dinar, Assistant Agent, Governor-General, 
Lodlnana, — dated Camp Moomcl, the 7th of January 
1815 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of youi 
dispatch dated the 1st of this mouth, and reporting your 
proceedings in consequence of the instructions of the Right 
Honorable the Goveinoi -General communicated in my letter 
of the 21st ultimo 

2 I am directed to acquaint you that you judged 
pioperly of the wishes of the Governor- General in not 
continuing to uige tho removal to Dehli of "Wuffa Begum 
and the other ladies of the family of Shah Sliuja-ul-Moolk 
when you found that measure to be contrary to the inclination 
of the Begum His Lordship also approves of the steps 
taken by you for the seounty of the Begum and her famdy, of 
your having selected for them a more convenient dwelling 
than that m which they at fiist resided, and of your having 
supplied them with cots and other articles of which they stood 
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in need The Go\crnor-Gcnenl is happy to learn that this 
accommodation is gratify ing to the Begum, and is pleased to 
snnolion the expense incut red for this pui pose 


186 From 0 IF iSmro\, Esquire, Persian Secretary to the 
Governor General, to Major-General D OcilTrnTO'<r, 
Agent, Governor-General, — dated Camp Fattegarh, the 
28lh of March 1815 


Kcprcaontft 
tion from 
the Eegnui 
Snmru 


I Ait duectcd to transmit to you the enclosed translation of 
a paper delmned to His Excellency the Governor-General by 
Begum Sumroo, and to desire that yon will be pleased to offer 
such obsoi rations as may occur to jmu on the subject of the 
Begum’s papei 

His Loidship conceives it veiy unlikely that you should 
have hold forth by any i nplication the expectation that the 
British Go\ernmeut would pay to the Begum what might 
be duo to her from Smdiah, or interpose with him for obtain- 
ing liquidation of any such account, and the Governor- 
Geneial can have little doubt that every fair claim was 
considered at the time that the existing arrangement with the 
Begum was made 


Enclosure to 1S6 

Translation of a paper received from Beoum Sumroo, dated 
14th February 1815 

The state of the case is this Previously to the introduc- 
tion of the Butish authority m this quarter, my battalions 
uuder Colonel Saleur were serving with Doulat Row Smdiah 
m the Deccan That Prince, m consideration of their services, 
was pleased to double their pay, for which he assigned some 
mohauls m jatdand and granted a snnnud , but, as General 
Perron, Smdiah’s Managei in Hindoostan, was not at heart 
attached to his master, and was also ill-disposed towards 
me, the order was not earned into effect, and he delayed to 
put me m possession of the villages from day to day At this 
period the provinces of Hindoostan were annexed to the 
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British Empne, and with the sanction oE General Labe I 
established m) - authonty in 2-1 molt mils m Suharunpore, and 
my troops wore employed foi some months m settling the 
conntiy Having been subsequently directed to -withdraw 
from those mohauh, I paid the troops there, and recalling 
them fiom thence delivered over the lands to the officers of 
the British Government appointed to receive charge oE them 
Hcaung that Mi Guthrie was 6Uirounded by the Sikhs in 
Snhnrunpoie, I dispatched my tioops to his assistance, 
and by the blessing oE God they succeeded in bunging 
lnm ofE in safety While lie was with me at Saidhana 
he one day in the comse oE conversation adveited to 
my battalions under Colonel Salem being in the Deccan 
Colonel Ochterlony also, when he came to Delili and I 
piocecded thither to meet him, said to me that I ought not to 
leave my battalions with Sindinh, but should lecall them 
from that quartci without delay I replied that it would be 
better, and that their lecall would soon take place, bnt 
obseivcd that the sum of nine Inks o£ rupees was due fiom 
Sindnh, on account o£ their an ears, exclusive oE charges for 
powdei and lead, and asked him whnt he advised to be done 
Colonel Ochterlony said f< Why should you have a thought 
about recovering the money from Smdiah , you ought not 
even to ask lum for a 6ingle len£ of pawn, but consider 
yourself an adherent and well wisher of the British Govern- 
ment ” Accordingly m the Colonel’s presence I dispatched an 
Older to Colonel Saleur directing him to set out immediately 
on its receipt, and on no account whatevei to defer his 
depaiture foi a single lioui Colonel Salem, m obedience 
to my commands, set out with the utmost expedition, and 
arriving in Hmdoostan joined the British Army The 
fact oE my battalions being in attendance on Lord Lake 
when he came to this quarter is no doubt known to Your 
Lordship fiom the dispatches of that time When I met 
the General at Delhi, I 6aid not a word to him on the 
subject, supposing that all the encumstances had been 
fully stated by Colonel Ochteilony Some time after when 
I met the Colonel I questioned bun on thi6 point, and he 
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pleaded that, it luul escaped his memory From that lime tho 
seal of silence -was on my lips, and I nc\er again spoke on the 
snbiccl to any of the Fnghsh gentlemen Now Hint Your 
Loidslnp has come to this quaitcr, and those who wore looking 
foi this blessing ha\e enjoyed the gn tificnlion of experiencing 
30m kindness and faroni, jon ha\e been pleased to exalt me 
to tho iank of a sister, and I appeal to tho Almighty, "Who 
is the seaichei of hearts, that I look up to Your Loidslnp as 
to an eldei brother, and have c\ or since been entirely occupied 
with tho desire of manifesting tho rercrenco and regard duo 
to that lolalion, holding the promotion of Your Lordship's 
wishes to be paranount to c\cry other consideration Your 
Lordship's gracious affability and condescension encournga 
me to lay nsulo rescue, and I now trouble 3 on nith a 
declaration respecting my lcccipts and disbursements, tho 
formei of which are on the decrease while tho latter are on the 
lncioaso, or in otliei words I am under eirenmshncos of 
pecuniary embanassment. I am persuaded that whnfeior 
Your Lordship's enlightened pulgment shall suggest in this 
affair mil bo tho most coudueno to mj mteicst 


187 From Major- G cue > al D Ocutfrlom , Agent, Goicmor- 
Gcncial, to G Sir/vroiv, Esqmre , Pmian Secretary to 
the Goionor-Gcncral, — dated Oamp, 8th of Apul 1S15, 

Report of I JUVE the lionoi to acknowledge tho leceipt of jour 

uiOcUtorlony letter of the ilStli of March, with tho tiauslation of a paper 
piescnted to the Goveinoi General by Begum Sumroo 

2 At tliib distaneo of time and without an oppoitnmty 
of rofeinug to tho public coirespondenco at Delhi, it is not 
possible foi mo to state, with any pietension to accuracy, tbe 
transactions of a penod when my attention was engaged by 
duties as impoitant as they weio various, and for a sboit time 
embraced military, political and rovenual departments, in 
all of which I was fieqnently without instructions, compelled 
to aot on tho exigency of tbe moment according to existing 
cucumstauces and according to the best of my judgment in 
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Some cases where I had not the benefit of the least previous 
experience 

8. General Lake certainly did foi a time authorise the 
Begum to collect certain met ants in north Sabaiunpoor , it 
was a temporary measure and terminated on the appointment 
of revenue ofilceis by the British Government. 

4 I Well remember that the wavering and iudecisive 
conduct of the Begum excited the suspicion and occasioned the 
high displeasure of Loul W-ellesley, by whose order I either 
sent a letter fiom himself or communicated his sentiments 
in a aery explicit maunci to her, and, though I have not the 
slightest recollection of the speech she ascribes to me, I 
think it possible I may have used it, not, howevei, to 
encourage a hope of the aneais of Sindiah being paid by the 
Bntish Government, but to intimate that the loss of those 
ai rears would be moie than paid by lctaimng the lands she 
now enjoys, and which she indubitably would have lost had 
she long persisted in the temporising policy she had then 
adopted. 

5 Salem with the Dukhuuny Battalions of the Begum 
at length arnved at Dehli, but I do not recollect any seivice 
on which they were employed under Lord Lake m person 
I did send 6ome of them to the Humana under Majoi 
Brownrigg of the Maharatta Service, whero they mutinied 
and otkoiwiso bohaved so ill that when Dehli was attacked 
by Holkai I lejeoted the offer she made me of some troops, 
fearful of employing them at a time when then services might 
have been useful if their general character for insubordination 
and misconduct had nob rendered me more appiehensive of 
injury than advantage from then piesence 

G Respecting what the Begum says of my pleading 
that it had escaped my recollection, it is impossible flatly to 
deny what is so lotmdly asseited, but I wish to know What 
facts escaped my memory and legular ieport which would have 
been beneficial to liei interests and leputation, and I Would 
likewise wish her to be asked what share I had m the ultimate 
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settlement of liei claims, ■whate'vei might be their nature 
and extent 

7 If I had been, as I shall not readily acknowledge I 
ever was, neglectful of her interests, why did she neglect her 
own ? She will not, she can not, deny that Mr Guthrie was 
sent by Loid Lake for the adjustment of all her accounts, in 
which was, I believe, included pay to her troops as well as 
the temporary levies for the collections of the Saharunpoor 
mehauls 

8 She cannot deny that her demands at that time 
might have been made, and that no period could be more 
proper than when she was trying to balance the amount of 
her collections by the expenses incurred, or by any demand or 
claim which the repiesentative of Government had encouraged 
or promised. 

9 Mr Guthrie made his report of his proceedings 
direct to Lord Lake, and it does not occur to me that I was 
ever further acquainted with the tiansaction than affording 
sncli information as I could to check the exaggerated demands 
which she then made 

10 I always consideied the adjustment made by Mr 
Guthrie as final, but whether there was any balance due to the 
Begum oi fiom her I do not remember, if I ever knew But 
I feel the most perfect confidence that I never could have used 
any expression which implied the payment of anears or the 
exertion of our mterfeience for the attainment of them , and 
I do as sincerely belieie that Mr Guthne, who was then 
partial to the Begum and grateful for her conduct in releasing 
him from the Sikhs, was likely to give every due attention to 
any claim which could be considered just and equitable, and 
I am the moie convinced of this from my belief that I have 
heard him regict there was one which he had not thought of, 
and she had not urged at that moment, which might ha\e 
been acceded bj tbe Butish Got eminent. 
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188 Jioiit Captain G Jhncn , Assistant Agent, Governoi- 
Gcneial , Lodtanah, to J Adjv, Esquire, Secretary to 
Goiernmcni , — dated the 5th of May 1815, 

I iuu the honor to communicate, for the information 
of Ills Excellency, that IVuffa Begum has informed me 
of her baaing lccened a letter fiom Shah Shooja-ul-Mulk 
dated from Itnjorce, where ho had been kindly received by 
Rajah Auger Khan and also received the congratulations of 
the neighbouring Chiefs upon his leleaso, with offers of their 
sen ices to assist him in any views he might have upon 
Cnshmeie Shah Shooja-ul-Mulk states to the Begum his 
lming -written to Mahomud Azzeem Khan, Subadar of 
Cashmere, and if lie accedes to Ins proposal he expects his 
plan of operations w ill bo effected u itliout much difficulty, 
of which he only mentions so much as to observe he hopes 
soon to be in possession of the fort of Attuk 

He lequests the Begum to remain where she is, and 
mentions his liawng given ovei chaige of a daughter, who 
was left with him, to some one to convey to Lodiannli, but 
desires her not to he alarmed if she does not reach her for 
some time, as ho directed her to be concealed until Runjeet 
Sing should hear of lus being out of his territory and those m 
pursuit of him returned She has tlierefoie not yet arrived 


189 From Major-General D OcHTEnioxr, Agent, Governor - 
General, to J Ad - tv, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment, — No 223, dated Camp Buttoh , the 15th of May 
1815. 

I have the honor to transmit under the seal and 
signatuie of Ummei Sing the Convention oi Agreement 
which has been this day exchanged between that Chief and 
myself, and I shall feel very sincere concern if the general 
tenor of it is not fully approved by the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General 

If some indulgences have been granted, I trust counter- 
balancing advantages have been obtained, and when the near 
approach of the rainy season is considered, and that during 
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that season of inaction expensive establishments must have 
been continued, I hope Ills Loidslup mil be pleased to 
approve what Las been done, and to accept my dutiful 
congratulations on the gencial result of my bumble but 
anxious exertions 


ExCLOSbJtK 1 to 280 

Contention or Agieement enlcird into between Kajee Uvvcn 

Sj^o Tjupp.i and Major-General Ocuteulo \ r, on the 
11th May 1810 

In consideration of the high rank and character of Kajee 
Ummci Sing Thappa, and of the skill, bravery, and fidelity 
with which he has defended the country committed to his 
charge, it is agiced 

1 That Kajee Ummer Sing Thappa, with the troops 
now m Raujguib, shall march out and retaiu their arms and 
accoutrements, the colours oE their respective corps, two guns 
and all private property, which shall be duly respected and 
preserved, and cveiy attention and delicacy observed in respect 
to the Zenana of tbo Kajee, and every person under his 
authority 

2 In consideration, also, of the gallant conduct of 
Kajee Runjoie Sing Thappa, it is agreed that he shall 
likewise march out of the foit of Jeytuck with two hundred 
men, who are to retain their arms, colours and one gun, with 
the B/iaraclars (chief officers) and their followers, about thice 
hundred more m number, unaimed, with Ins own and their 
puvate property, which shall be respected, and the sanctity of 
the Zenana preserved. 

3 Kajee TJtnmei Sing Thappa and Kajee Runjore 

Sing Thappa, with their property and followers, are at 

liberty to proceed by the route of Thaneisur, Hurd war, and 

Nuieebabad. to join the troops eastward 
* or Kalee . J „ _ 1 , T 

cf the river Surjoo/ or by whichever 

route they determine to proceed to that destination Convey- 
ance shall be provided foi the transportation of their property 
to the confines of the Nepaul territory 
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1 Kajcc Ununcr Sing Thnppa and Kajcc Hunjoro Sing 
Tlnppa plmll lie nt liherl) (o meet wherever they please 

'» All the troop 1 : in (lie pmiee o[ Nep-ud, with tlio 
exception ol those granted to the personal honor of the 
knjets Ummer Since nnd Biinpiro Shut, will he at liberty 
to enter into the Fenico of (he British Government, if it is 
agreeable to tin m‘-el\cp niul the British Government choose to 
accept thor services, ami those who are not emplojcil will he 
maintained on a spxific allowance b) the British Government, 
till peace is concluded between the two St i(e= 

0 Kaice tlmmer Sing Tiiappa, on Imp part, agrees to 
lean, the fort of Mnlown, whenever hearers and other convey- 
ance me prepared for his private proper! \ 

7 Knjoc Ummer Sing Tiiappa also agrees to pend 
immediate orders for (lie evacuation and delivery, to poisons 
properl \ authorised, of the forts of Bln Ice (Trkeo), Snblntoo, 
^fornce, Jovtneh, Juggutgnrh, Bovvahcen, and all other forts 
and foi tresses now held 1>\ the Nepaul troops helvveen tho 
Jumna and Sulledgo riverF The garriRonp of all which 
foil 1 :, Ftrongholds, etc, shall enjo) their pin ate property 
unmolested, and the arms and warlike f{oicp in each slmll ho 
left in deposit, for the future decision of the Bight Ilonorablo 
The Governor-General, with exception to puch among them 
ap are lelatcd to Knjeo Ummer Sing Tiiappa hj kindicd, 
about eight) -three men, who Fhnlt he at liberty to retain 
their arms and accoutiements 

8 Kajcc Ummer Sing Tiiappa also ngiees to sond 
immediate orders to Kajeo Bukhtom Sing for the evacuation 
of the tciritor) of Glim wall, to deliver over tho forts, &c, m 
that district to tho officers of the British Government, and to 
proceed to Nepaul by tho Kamaon loute, with their garrisons, 
all public property including w ml ike stores, accompanied by a 
chtpramc with n pass on tho pnrt of the British Government 

Separate Article — Ka]eo Ummer Sing Tbappa wishes it 
to ho understood that ho shall give immediate ordeis for the 
instant sui render of the distant forts, m tho hope tint it may 
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lead to an early renewal of the relations of amity winch have 
subsisted between the two States for these sixty rears, and 
by the advice of Bcem Sail and the Bharadan of Kamnon 


190 Fiom J Adjv, hsqmrc, Secretary to Goiernmcnt, to 
Major-General D Ocmi'nLO\i', Agent, Governor- 
General,— dated Gamp Fultigatfi, the Slst of May 1815 

I have had the honor to receive and submit to His 
Excellency the Governor-General your dispatch of the 15th 
instant, enclosing the agreement concluded by you with Kajee 
Amer Sing Thappa for the immediate suirendei of all the 
forts and possessions of the Goorkhas west of the liver Jumna 
and m the province of Gurhwal 

2. By this arrangement, which combined with the 
evacuation of Kemaon has completed the extinction of the 
Goorkha power and influence m the territory west of the 
Gogra, a most important object of the wai has been accom- 
plished 

.3 In the couise of the operations conducted by you, 
to which the attainment of this decisive advantage is to 
be ascribed m a pumary degree, the Governor-General has had 
repeated occasion to admire and applaud the uni emitting 
vigilance, indefatigable perseverance, and eminent piofessional 
ability displayed under circumstances at once arduous in 
themselves and new in the history of our military operations 
in India , the profound judgment and the activity and 
energy regulated by singular discretion and prudence which, 
supported and seconded by the discipline, valor, and devotion 
of the officeiB and troops under your command, have enabled 
you to overcome the accumulated obstacles to suocess presented 
by an active and intrepid enemy possessing every advantage 
of position m a country peculiarly calculated for defensive 
war His Lordship has, in a General Order published to the 
Army under this day’s date, signified the high sense which he 
entertains of your distinguished merits and services and those 
of the officers and troops under your command. 
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4 The tenoi of your political proceedings aie no less 
deserving o£ the appiobation of the Gov ernor-General, and, 
although His Loidship has had the satisfaction of expressing 
lus sense of yom services in that branch of your duty as each 
occasion arose, he feels it due to you to take this oppoitunity 
of recording his high and entire approbation of your political 
proceedings throughout tho campaign 

5 I now proceed to convey to you His Loidship^B 
sentiments oil the terms of capitulation winch have been 
granted to XJmmci Sing Thappa and on the several points 
immediately arising out of that arrangement 

6 You will have received my dispatch of the 12th 
instant and my private letter of the 8 th, subsequently to the 
conclusion of the agreement with Uminer Sing The teims 
which have been actually granted to Ummei Sing and to 
Itunjore Sing, although varyiug in some respects from those 
prescnbed by tho instiuctioiis above referred to, are on the 
whole equally advantageous to oui interests and provide no less 
for the entire accomplishment of the views of the Governor- 
General in that brauch of the militaiy operations and political 
anangements which were directed to the expulsion of the 
Gooikhas from their conquests west of the Ganges. 

7 Adverting to the advanced period of the season, and 
(notwithstanding the reduced state of Malown and the strait- 
ened condition of Jyetuck) to the number of stiongholds still 
possessed by the enemy, which might have enabled him to 
piolong the contest until the setting in of the iams should 
compel us to suspend our operations , considering also the vast 
impoitance in an economical point of view of terminating the 
western branch of the war in the present season, and the 
peculiar magnitude of that object with reference both to its 
probable influence in accelerating peace and to the additional 
means afforded of prosecuting the war with vigor, should it 
be piotracted to anothei campaign, the Governoi-General is 
of opinion that the terms granted to the enemy must be 
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considered to be fully justified by the relativo situation of tbe 
pnitics and tbc inappreciable advantages secured to us by 
then operation They nrc accordingly approved and cou- 
th med by tbe Gov einoi -General 

8 You will have taken all tbo lequisite measures and 
precautions relative to tbc march of that portion of tbe 
enemy’s force -which has been permitted to retire with Ummcr 
Sing and llunjoic Smg to tbe Nipaulese temtory bejond the 
Gogra, to tbe prevision of supplies and carriage, and to tbe 
appointment of an officci properly qualified to superintend 
all these airangements and to conduct them through tbe 
Company’s temtorics It wall be 6atisfncloiy, however, to 
His Lordship to lecene from 3 on a detailed repoit on all 
these points at 3’oui cailicst Icisuie II is Lordship observes 
that tbc routo to be talcon by Ummer Sing and jRtinjoro Sing 
and then respective follow'Cis was not finally settled, and His 
Lordship is anxious to kuow how that point may ha\ e been 
determined. In the uncertainty which prevails relative to 
tbo actual state of the Province of Dotee tbe Goveinor-Gen- 
eral deems it to be necessary that Unimei Sing and Iiunjore 
Sing with then followers should eutei the Nipaulese tern- 
tones at a point to tbe eastward of that, province If, as 
His Lordship deems to be piobable, that province has been 
wrested from the Gooikha Government, the foregoing arrange- 
ment will be in conformity both to tbe spmt and the letter 
of tbe engagement, which must be stnctly fulfilled under all 
circumstances 

9 I am fuither direoted to inform yon that His Loul- 
ship is desirous of receiving at ns early a period as may be 
piacticable a detailed repoit of your negotiations and com- 
munications with Ummei Sing from then commencement 
until tbe conclusion of tbe agreement 

10 I shall have the honoi of addressing you m a 
sepai ate dispatch on the subject of the airangements which it 
will be expedient to fiame with regal’d to the countnes which 
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have fallen at tlie disposal of the British Government by tho 
expulsion of the Goorkhas 


191* From J Adah, Esqmie, Secretary to Government, to 
Hajoi -General D OciiTERLONr, Superintendent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, — dated damp 
Fathgarh, the 28th of May 1815 


Your appointment to the General Staff of the Army 
having superseded the operation of the resolution of the 
Governor-General in Council conferring on you the command 
of the fort of Allahabad, with an extra civil allowance of 
rupees 1,000 per mensem, in order to place you on a footing 
in point of salary with the Adjutant- General of the Army, 
accoiding to the principle of remuneration assumed on that 
occasion, your appointment to the command of Allahabad and 
the consequent emoluments of that command will cease from 
the date which may be determined by the Hon’ble the Vice- 
President in Council m the Military Department The civil 
allowance above lef erred to will cease from the same date 
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2 The Governor- General adveitmg to the augmented 
Scale of your political duties occasioned by the recent expulsion 
of the Goorkha power from the countries west of the Jumna, 
over which youi general powers of superintendence and con- 
trol are to be extended, His Lordship has deemed the present 
a fit occasion to revise the salaiy hitherto diawn by you m 
your political capacity, with a view to placing it on a scale 
more adequate to the nature of the duties to be performed, as 
well as to your rank and situation m the seivice 

3 Hie Lordship has accordingly been pleased to appoint 
you to be Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent of the 
Go vernoi -General m the temtones of the Protected Sikh 
and Hill Chiefs between the Jumna and the Sutledge, and to 
authonzo you to draw m that capacity a salary of Sicca, 
Rupees 1,500 per mensem from the first of next month, on 
which date the salary now diawn by you on that account will 
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192 . From J Adam, Esqune, Secretary to Government, to 
Major General D Ocm erl our, Superintendent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Governor - General, — dated 
Camp Fattigarh, the 28th of May 1815 

In conformity to the intention stated m the concluding 
paragraphs of my dispatch of the 21st instant, 1 I now proceed, 
"by command of His Excellency the Governor-General, to 
communicate to you His Loidslnp’s resolutions and instruc- 
tions relative to the settlement of the countries west of the 
Jumna from which the power and authority of the Gooikhas 
have been expelled by your arms 

2. In fiammg these instructions the Governor-General 
has availed himself of the mfoimation and susTarestions con- 
tamed m your private dispatch of the 14tli instant to my 
address As, however, there are many material questions 
involved in the arrangement on which His Loidship does not 
possess information sufficiently precise to enable him to form 
a conclusive judgment, you will be pleased to observe that the 
instructions now communicated are not to be considered as 
final, except in so far as they may coincide with the result of 
your own consideration of the subject on the spot, and as you 
may regard the delay arising from furthei reference unneces- 
sary or inexpedient In such cases His Lordship authorizes 
you to act at once on the instructions now transmitted, oi on 
your own disci etion, regulated by the general principles stated 
m this dispatch On all other points it is His Lordship’s 
desire to receive from you a full report of your sentiments and 
the facts and circumstances on which they are founded, that 
he may thence be able to frame his final resolutions and 
orders with the most complete information before him on every 
branch of the subject 

3 In considering the basis of an arrangement for the 
settlement of the countries to the westwaid of the Jumna, 
which have come under our conti oul by the events of the 
war, the Governor-General has reverted to the views and 
sentiments expressed in the instructions addressed to you 

1 190 supra 
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undei date the SOtli September 1814 1 It appeals to His 
Lordship that the general principles on which those instruc- 
tions were founded will still form the most desnable basis of 
the proposed settlement, subject to such modifications and 
exceptions as may lesult from the paiticular cncumstanees 
and e\ outs of the wai, or from a more conect knowledge of 
the disposition and actual state of the Chiefs and people who 
are to be the subjects of the airangement 

4 The puncipal feature of the arrangement then 
contemplated was the restonng to their ancient temtones the 
Hill Bojahs reduced to subjection or expelled by the Gooiklias , 
and this was founded paitly on the apparent inutility and 
inexpediency of appiopnating to the Ilonoiable Company any 
portion of the tract under review, and partly on the belief and 
expectation that a knowledge of this intention on our part 
would stimulate the Chiefs and the people to exert themselves 
m effecting the expulsion of the common enemy This 
expectation has been but paitially realized, and m strictness 
few of the expelled Chiefs, or their subjects, have entitled 
themsch cs to the fulfilment of the terms of the Proclamation 
by a perfoimance of the conespondmg conditions The 
permanent annexation of any part of the hilly country west 
of the Jumna to the dominions of the Honorable Company 
is not, however, with some exceptions which will be hereafter 
adverted to, more an object of unpoitance to our interests 
than it was considered to be n hen the general question was 
foimerly under discussion On the whole, then. His Loidship 
retains his resolution to restore the ancient Chiefs m all 
cases in which special reasons do not exist against the 
adoption of the measure, limiting the acquisitions of the 
British Government to such places only as it may be 
expedient to retain permanently or temporarily m older to 
secure our influence and power and to indemnify us to a 
certain degree for the expense of those establishments which 
we must necessarily maintain From the above passage you 
will also infer His Loidslnp's resolution to exercise a more 

1 177 .sHpra 
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constant, direct and efficacious controul over the reinstated 
Chiefs than was altogether contemplated at the period when 
the instructions of the 30th September 1814 were drawn 


5 Matuie reflexion on the character, habits and former 
history of those petty Chiefs has satisfied His Lordship 
that the permanent operation of a vigorous controul will 
he necessaiy to prevent the revival of ancient feuds and 
animosities leading to commotion and disordei, and that the 
inconvenience and embarrassment of arbitrating and settling 
then disputes and mutual claims cannot he avoided without 
the certainty of incurring evils of a moie serious complexion 


6 The letention in our hands of the fortresses of 
Malown and Subhatoo, for a considerable time at least, 
appeals to His Lordship to be highly expedient on the grounds 
stated m your private letter above inferred to and in the 
preceding paragraphs To each of these foi tresses should, 
in His Loidslup’s judgment, be annexed a tract of contiguous 
and sui rounding territory to bo under the exclusive manage- 
ment and controul of the officers of the British Government 
This territory should not exceed what may be deemed 
absolutely necessary foi the attainment of the object of its 
retention, namely the secure and efficient occupation of the 
fortresses The produce of these lands, whatevei it may be, 
will of course be applicable to the expenses of the garrisons 

7 The Governor-General approves your suggestion for 
retaining the heavy ordnance m the fort of Malown, and 
the Commander-in-Chief will be requested to authorize the 
arrangements which this measure will render necessary It is 
His Lordship’s opinion that the garrison both of Malown and 
Subhatoo may be composed of irregular troops (Goorkhas or 
other hill tribes), and that no larger proportion of regular 
troops than may be deemed absolutely necessary should be 
retained m them On this subject you will be pleased to 
report to the Comraander-in-Chief, under whose immediate 
direction the strength and composition of the garrisons will 
be fixed 
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8 I now proceed to state the observations and instruc- 
tions of the Goiernor-General lelative to each of the hill 
principalities between the Jumna and the Sutlodge 

8 Kuhloor or Belaiporc. — The Jtajah of Kuhloor 
having 1 been guaranteed m his po- cft ?sions on this rah- of 
the Sutledge by the terms of the tvnnvd und^r lb" sign'd mo 
and seal of the Governor-General bearing da *o ih" f',ih of 
[March last, and having performed the condifiom of ih<* 
grant, no question arises in his case a= far a? r‘ 1 if/-' { o hi ' 
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Tins point will no doubt be susceptible of explanation, and 
constitutes the onlv obstacle to an entile approval and sanction 
by His Lordship of the proposed arrangement You have of 
com so satisfied yourself that the rendering the 12 Thakoors 
subject to the paramount authority of other Chiefs contravenes 
no just or acknowledged right or privilege of the former 

10 Ihndoor — Rajah Ram Sum has by bis fidelity and 
active exertions m the war established a claim to the consider- 
ation of the British Government, not lessened by the strong 
motives of personal interest which incited him to make those 
exertions Ho is accordingly fully entitled to the restoration 
of his former territories and e\ en to marks of favor, and His 
Lordship is happy that the means of conferring additional 
benefit on him are to be found m an arrangement which will 
also be advantageous to the public interests m other respects 
The reservation in our hands of Malown and the territory to 
be annexed to that fortress, forming an exception to the general 
restitution of Ram Sum's territories, although a measure to 
winch he could not justly, and probably would not, take 
exception, constitutes another reason for wishing to promote 
an arrangement beneficial to Ram Sum, who of all the Hill 
Chiefs has doserved best of the British Government 

11 Bar rah Tlialooraee — His Lordship entirely approves 
of the plan for rendering subject to the paramount authority 
of Rajah Ram Sura the Barrah Thakooraee, with the excep- 
tion of the two to be placed m the same relation to Rajah 
Maba Chund of Kuhloor, and the Thakooraee of Bughat and a 
portion of Keonthul, which will be disposed of m the manner 
stated in the sequel 

12 It will be necessary in carrying this arrangement 
into execution, as well as that affecting Bujjee and Damee, to 
ascertain and fix by proper engagements the precise degree of 
right over these districts and their Chiefs conferred by the 
paramountship You will be pleased therefore to attend to 
this point in the execution of the proposed plan 

13 Keonthul — Under the circumstances reported by 
you relative to the backwardness of the family of the Chief of 
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Keonthul, v. ltli amplo moans of mntciinlly assisting your 
operations, fclio Go\ ernor-Gencra! has no hesitation m authoriz- 
ing the reservation of a portion oE his territory on tho 
restoration of the rest, both ns an act of justice in itsolE and 
ns marking a proper sense o£ the romissness and lndifforcnco 
of that family Tho pre\ ions situation oE tho Rnjah and his 
family renders his restoration to any part of the ancient 
territories of Ins famil} an act of puro and un mixed bounty on 
the part of the British Goa eminent, and must be so considered 
both by himself and the other Chiefs 

1 4. The proposition for farming to Rajah Ram Surn 
tho portion of Keonlhul to be withheld from its formei possessor 
is nppioved You will according!) fix tho lent and carry 
the arrangement into execution II is Lordship is not apprized 
whether Subhatoo, which is in Kconthul, be situated within 
the tract proposed to be farmed to Ram Sum If it be, the 
territory to be annexed to the fort must be excluded from tho 
farm, ns no intermixed authority should bo allowed m tho 
fort lands 

15 Bit ghat — The conduct of the Chief of Bngliat has 
been sucli as to forfeit all claim to the restitution of his 
tcmtories, and tho Governoi -General accoidmgly authorizes 
the retention of that tract for tho Ilouornble Company as a 
partial compensation for the expenses of tho establishment it 
will have to maintain The Govoriior-General is not aware 
of tho means of support possessed by tho Tkakoor of Bugbat 
before the wai , but, i£ it should not be equal to the comfort- 
able maintenance of bis family. His Lordship would not be 
indisposed to assign to him a leasonable subsistence from 
the revenues of Bugbat You will be pleased to report 
to me for His Lordship’s information the amount which you 
w r ould recommend m case of youi deeming any such allowance 
necessary. 

1G IIis Lordship further desires me to reqee? 4 that vou 
will report tho arrangement which you would p-ornse for the 
management of tho lands of Bughat under the resolution now 
communicated to you of retaining it for the Cennanv 
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18 Bussahei — In your original communication with 
the Ranee, the mother of the infant Rajah of Bilssaher, she 
candidly stated her inability to offer opposition to the Goor- 
khas The conduct of the principal persons in this State, 
although their active exertions against the Goorkhas werC 
postponed till an advanced period of the campaign and after 
the British Government had manifestly obtained the superi- 
ority, has yet been such as m His Lordship’s judgment to 
entitle the ancient family to be established m the full enjoy- 
ment of its former possessions under engagements of protec- 
tion and guarantee on the one part and feudatory obligation 
on the other, similar to those to be concluded between the 
British Government and the other Hill Chiefs No other 
arrangement of Bussaher would indeed be so convement con- 
sidering its remote situation and other circumstances 

19 On referring to the account of this country con* 
tamed in the report transmitted with your dispatch of the 
29 th August 1814, 1 His Lordship is disposed to think that 
advantages of a commercial nature may be attainable under 
proper arrangements with this country Should your further 
information lead you to retain this opinion, you are requested 
to report particularly the nature of the arrangements which 
you would recommend If you are not prepared to offer an 
opinion on the subject at the present moment, it will be yet 
expedient to avoid any engagement which may preclude u» 
from availing ourselves of further knowledge on this point. 
The investigation of this subject should form a subject of the 

1 170 supra 


17 You are awaie that the Governor-General is not 
apprized of the particular of the conduct pursued by any of 
the 12 Thakoors during the late military operations m Hmdoor 
and Snmore, excepting those whose case has just been specially 
adveited to His Lordship infers from your silence on this 
subject that you consider it to have been such as to warrant 
their lestoration, with the declared exceptions, to their old 
possessions, subject to the paramount authority under which 
it is proposed to place them 
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particular attention of flic o/licoi employed in the superin- 
tendence of the IIill Chiefs 

20 Petti/ Independent Princtjialttie * — Between Bus 
fiber to (he noith and Sirmore to the south he the States 
enumerated below, -which are understood to be independent, 
(houg-li (hey hme occasionally been compelled to submit to tho 
temporary domination of their more powerful neighbours — 
Bui sun. 

Dilleo 

Kunaitoo. 

Beia 

Baicen 

Ootroocli. 

Joobul. 

Koomlnrscin. 


Sottlcmcnl of 
Hill territories 
conquered 
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21 You are apprized that Mr Fraser was authorized by 
the Go\oraor-Gonernl m a dispatch from me dated the 7th 
of March, of which you received a copy, to promise the Chiefs 
of Joobul that their independence should be guaranteed to 
them if they everted thcmscUcs against the Goorkhas The 
condition having been fulfilled to the evtent of their meaus, 
the promise must bo performed Ho information is befoio 
Go\ ernment respecting the conduct of the Chiefs of the other 
petty States above enumerated, but it will be m youi lecollec- 
tion that m tho instructions to Sir Fraser just leferred to 
he was, m consequence of a suggestion of yours, desired to 
hold out to them an assurance similar to that made to Joobul. 
His Lordship requests that you will correspond on this sub- 1 
ject with Mr Fraser, and, having asceitamed how far they 
have performed the condition on which their independence was 
to bo seemed, either proceed to give effect to the promise held 
out or refer for the decision of the Governor-General as the 
nature of each lespective case may require 

22 His Lordship is of opinion that considerable advan- 
tage would lesult from placing these petty States, oi a portion 
of them, under the pai amount authority of some superior Chief 
without invading their internal independent authority You 
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-will be pleased therefore to take this subject into consideration 
and report youi opinion for the mfoimation and decision 
of the Governor-General On this subject His Lordship 
conceives that useful information and suggestions -will be 
received from Mr Fraser, -who has had a good deal of 
intercourse with some of these Chiefs, undei your authority 
and the instructions of the Governor-General 

23 Mornee — The little State of Mornee will be restored 
to Syad Jaffer, the lepresentative of the Mussulman family 
whioli formerly possessed it, and who has brought forward 
a body of good irregulars to co-operate with the force 
undei youi command and has shewn considerable zeal and 
attachment. 

24 Stunore — The Governor-General discerns no reason 
for altering the opinion which was expressed m my dispatch 
to Mr Fraser of the 7th of March, above referied to, relative 
to the expediency and propriety of excluding Kurum Peilcaush 
from the government of Sirmore and vesting it m his minor 
son, Futteh Singh, under the guardianship and administration 
of one or more of lus male relatives and subject to the general 
conti ol and super in tendency of the British Government, at 
least until the Rajah be able to conduct his affairs himself and 
the administration be firmly established You will according- 
ly consider youi self authorized to take eai ly measures for 
carrying this arrangement into effect The principal practical 
difficulty will be m the selection of a fit peison among the 
male relatives of the young Rajah to fill the office of guardian 
and minister The Governor-General is not prepaied to 
pronounce whether the misconduct of Kishen Sing was such 
as to depuve him of all claim to the Restoration of that 
confidence to which he was foimerly considered entitled, 
or how far his subsequent conduct has redeemed his character 

25 Had those circumstances not occurred there would 
have been no doubt of the expediency of vesting the executive 
administration of the government of Sirmore in him, and His 
Lordship deems it advisable that yon should ascertain by 
enquiry from Mr Fiaser and other well informed persons to 
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w lint extent lus conduct on the occasion alluded to, combined 
with lus subsequent proceedings, should be considered to 
disqualify lnm foi the trust On your report on the subject 
of appointing a guardian, whether Krshen Sing or any other 
mdiudunl, Ills Lordship will be prepared to communicate his 
final decision 

2G In order to gne effect to the arrangement now 
proposed it will be necessary that an officer of the Bntish 
Go\ eminent, acting under j our orders, should be nominated for 
the duty of controlling and superintending the administration 
The extent to which his interference should be carried must 
depend on considerations arising out of the nature of the 
administration and the personal character of those concerned 
in it, ou all which points a report from you is desired by His 
Lordship 

27 You wall remember that it was proposed to occupy 
the Kanrdab Doon permanently for the Honorable Company 
Thi6 possession, besides its erentunl impoitance m a mditary 
point of mow, might contribute to the general re-imburse- 
ment of the expense which the British Government must 
necessarily incur in establishments for the maintenance of the 
arrangements discussed in this letter You will be pleased to 
report your opiuion regarding the retention or lehnquishment 
of the Kaaidah Doon His Lordship is further desnous of 
ascertaining from you whether you consider the possession of 
a foi tress in Sirmore by the British Government to be ex- 
pedient or uecessary. 

28 As you have not had the opportunity of obtaining 
a local knowledge of the territory of Sirmore, you will of 
course consider yourself at liberty to obtain the sentiments of 
any officers lately serving m that quarter from whom useful 
information and suggestions may be derived besides those of 
Mr Fraser Should it be ultimately judged expedient to 
retain a fort in Sirmore, a tract of land m the vicinity should 
be annexed to it, m like manner as proposed for Malown and 
Subhatoo 
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2 9 The district of J ounsar lying 1 to the north-east of 
Sivmoie proper between the Tonse and the Jumna is under- 
stood to belong to Snmore The people of this district have 
acted with moie zeal and spirit and apparent sincerity against 
the Goorkhas than almost any other class of persons m that 
quarter On this account it will be pioper to secure to them 
the enjoyment of all their just rights and privileges, and 
a stipulation to this effect should be entered into with the 
Government of Snmore m their favor. On this subject also 
Mr Fraser is fully informed 


SO It will be necessary either to conclude specific 
engagements with each of the Hill Chiefs, who form the 
subject of these instructions, binding them to submit to oui 
aibitration and decision their differences with foreign States, 
and with eaok other, to furnish their troops when oalled for, 
and generally to perform all the duties resulting from the 
feudatory relation m which they will stand towards us, and 
to secme the fiee passage of our merchants and their goods 
through their respective territories , or else to define and 
enjoin all their duties and the corresponding obligation of 
protection and guarantee m a Proclamation to be published 
thiousrhout the teiritories under consideration You will be 
pleased to adopt whichever of these modes may appear to you 
most expedient with reference to the character of the people 
and other circumstances 


81 I have now adverted to all the separate States and 
districts lying to the westward of the Jumna with the 
exception of the extensive district of Rowaieen That dis- 
trict, belonging to the Raj of Gurhwal, does not necessarily 
come within the 6cope of this discussion 

82. The early and continued intercourse held by Mr 
Fraser with that Raj and your distance from it renders it 
expedient to reserve the consideration of the interests and final 
disposal of Guihwal for separate discussion with Sir Fraser 

83 His Lordship will be happy nevertheless to receive 
and consider any suggestions which your general knowledge 
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and experience may enable you to offei relative to that 
countij 


34 A copy of the instructions 1 issued to Mr Fiaser 
undci this date, lelntne to tho settlement of Gurhwal, is 
heicwith transmitted for jour information 

’* 35 It now remains to stato to you the arrangement by 

which the Goioriior-Gencral pioposes that the superintending 
aud controlling authority of the British Goa ernment should be 
exercised over those countries, the settlement of which forms 
the subject of this dispatch 


Arrangements 
for the super - 
intenleuce of 
the new terri- 
tory 


3G The principal political and military authority m the 
hill country lj ing between the Jumna and the Sutledge (with 
the exception of liowaiecn) will be exercised by you with the 
same powers and under tho 6amc anangements as are m force 
with regard to the protected territones below the hills The 
Goaernor-General is aware that the extended duties and 
powei s which will now r devolve on j r ou will rapine moie 
efficient assistance than jam at present can command in 
jour political capacity His Lordship is satisfied that great 
advantage will bo derived to the public interests from the 
employment of Lieutenant Ross, of the Gth Regiment, m the 
performance of that branch of the duties which you propose 
should be assigned to lnm Lieutenant Ross w ill accordingly 
be appointed to be j r oui Assistant with a salarj r of rupees five 
hundred pei mensem, exclusive of Ins pay and regimental 
allowances His Loidship has very great satisfaction m thus 
promoting the interests of the public service and at the same 
time bestowing a merited reward on an officer whose conduct 
has so uniformly been applauded by you and obtained the 
cordial approbation of the Governor-General and Commander- 
m-Chief His Lordship has not thought it necessary that 
Lieutenant Ross’ appointment should designate the precise 
department m which you propose to employ him, it appearing 
that convenience will arise from leaving to your discretion the 
distribution of the business among your Assistants Should 
any particular advantage appear to you to be likely to result 

1 Not printed. 
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from a more particular designation of Ins duties, tliere can 
be no objection to it being 1 distinctly expicssed 

37 His Lordslnp concurs in the reasons -which you 
hare assigned for separating the management and control of 
Sirmoro from the geneial duties to be assigned to Lieutenant 
Boss, and approves the proposed delegation of that trust to 
Captain Birch, of whose temper, judgment and discretion 
His Lordship has formed a veiy favorable opinion 

33 As a remuneration for the additional duty thus 
imposed upon him, Captain Birch'’ s salary will be raised to five 
hundred rupees pei mensem from fclie date of Ins assumption 
of the new duty assigned to him 

39 Among othei advantages resulting from the employ- 
ment of these officers in the mannei proposed, His Lordship 
expects that tlieir attention will be given to the survey of the 
countnes within their superintendence, and to the collection 
and communication of scientific and statistic infoimation, and 
His Lordship accordingly desires that they may be furnished 
with instructions to this effect. 

40. You will hereafter be mformod of the arrangement 
which may be made for the command of the Nusseree 
Gooikhas 

41. As connected with the subject of this dispatch, 
I am directed to call your attention to the subjeot of the 
Ii regular tioops serving with your Division of the army and 
with that lately under the command of Major-General 
Martmdell You have received orders on this subject from 
the Adjutant- General’s Office, and will of course proceed to 
reduce then number as fast as cncumstances will admit You 
are aware that the Irregulars seivmg at Jeytuck and generally 
within the limits of Major-General Martindell’s command 
were raised and embodied thiough the immediate agency of 
Mr Frasei, with whom theiefore you will be pleased to 
correspond relative to the discharge of those levies It is 
principally with reference to the corps composed of Goorkhas 
and other hill tribes that I now am instructed to address you- 
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42 It. appeals to Hi 1 ; Lordslup to be very advisable to 
retain in our paj, or in tint of our feudal oue^ (lie restored 
Hill Rajahs, all the Goorkha levies tlmt are disposed to lcimm 
even after the conclusion of peace Their peculiar aptitude 
for lull service and their general qualities ns soldiers will 
lender them valuable troops m many supposablc situations, 
while their emploj meat mil prevent the necessity of keeping 
our regular sepoys in the lulls 

43 The same remarks, IIis Lordship believes, will 
apply to 6omc of the other lull levies IIis Lordship, however, 
thinks it necessary to observe that the establishment of 
Goorkha or lull troops, to be kept in the pay of the Honorable 
Companj , ought not to extend beyond vrlnt vou shall 
consider as strictly requncd by the duties attendant on the 
mrnnn-ements dnected m the foregoing pages The latter it 

o 

is probable wall find service among the restored Rajahs,— an 
arrangement which it will be desirable to make with resjvcet 
both to them and such of the Goorkhas as may not be required 
for our own garrisons, with a view to the reduction of 
expense 

44. IIis Lordship requests that you will take the whole 
subject into your consideration with reference to these 
lemarks and state your sentiments for his information and 
decision 

45 Mr Fraser wall be furnished with copies of such 
parts of this dispatch as relate to the points on which von 
have been lequested to communicate with him 


193. From Major-General D OcnTsno\r, SttpcnnUnL nt t 
Political Affairs and Agent, Gounwr-Ganml , l^J, 
ana, to J Adah, Esquire, Secretary to Gonrnmtnt - 
No 226, dated the 9th of July 1815, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit copies and translator 0 f . 
correspondence with Mufm Begum, which I take the I,l*r h 
to request yon will early submit to the coum. 1 w r ' 

Right Hon'ble the Governor-General, ' of tk 
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& On ray arrival liere I was very much concerned 
to find that the Begum was attended by such a number o£ 
relations and dependants that the largest and best bouse 
in tbe town of Loodeana was quite insufficient for their 
accommodation with any degiee o£ comfort, and by no means 
suited to tbe ideas o£ eastern privacy and decorum 

3 It was a still greater subject of regret to me to learn 
that tbe King's escape fiom Lahoie bad deprived her o£ tbe 
remittances which till then he bad made for her subsistence 
and support, that she was consequently in the greatest 
distress increased by a want o£ credit with tbe bankers who 
had formeily supplied her in tbe hope that 6ome arrangements 
would be made for her benefit by the British Government, or 
that at least tbe remittances would be continued from Shah 
Shujah 

4; Her own accounts o£ tbe difficulties and embarrass- 
ments to which a combination of untoward events bad reduced 
her were confirmed on enquiry from so many and disinterested 
quarteis that I could not but consider tbe credit and reputation 
of tbe British Government m a certain degree involved, and m 
consequence addressed tbe letter No 1, which produced the 
leply No 2 m her own handwriting, and yesterday the letter 
No 3, 1 in which she rightly supposes that tbe expectations 
implied in her first answer bad deterred me from touching on 
tbe subject in any appeal to His Lordship's hberality and 
kindness 

5 I am even now at a loss in what terms to solicit His 
Lordship's consideration of her forlorn and helpless state, 
sensible as I am o£ the many calls on Government of tbe most 
urgent nature, and bebevmg as I firmly do that tbe Begum's 
hopes of jo inin g her husband at Mooltan will never be 
realized Her support will not only be a permanent call on 
the bounty of Government, but tbe late accounts of tbe Shah 
Shujab seem to render it a subject of just apprehension that, 
if be escapes the vigilance of Bunjeet and tbe great exertions 
which gieat rewards are likely to incite to bis seizure, be will 
at an early period himself make bis appearance within the 
1 Not traceable m the Punjab Be cords 
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British, terntoiy oi in the Protected States, and add to the Destitute con 

buidens the distracted state of his countiy has already Begam°of tl10 

imposed Shah Sham- 

nl Mnlk 

6 To alleviate the distresses I could not doubt, and 
at the same time to lepiess all extravagant pretensions 01 
expectations, I sent hei yosteiday evening as fiom myself a 
thousand rupees, requesting her to repay me if she received 
any remittances from His Majesty, and again earnestly 
recommending to her a rigid economy 

7 This small sum, however, is In leallty 1 educed to 
Rs 750, as the Queen could not so fai forget hei loyalty as 
to send a less sum than 250 mpees as a tusudooq for my 
aruval and safety My lemonstrances on this subject were 
unavailing, and Captain Bucli informed me Ins own considera- 
tion on a similar occasion had only pioduced the transfer fiom 
his own servants to the boys and beggais m the stieets of 
Loodeana. 

8 If their assertions are at all to be depended on, 

Runjeet has plundered them of valuables to a very large 
amount, and his seizure of part of the propeity left m the 
hands of Baluchi am, a bankei, affords him a pietext to 
withhold much which they assert, and I am peisuaded believe, 
has never reached Runjeet’s treasuiy 

9 They also mention six laks of mpees lodged in 
other hands, but forget whether It has been seized by Runjeet, 
or on what pretence it has been withheld It is not of so 
much consequence to the purpose of this appeal to convince 
His Lordship of the wealth they did possess, or the unexpected 
losseB they have sustained, as to represent my firm conviction 
that the Begum has been obliged to dispose of some jewels of 
small value to procure the daily food of a very consideiable 
number of dependants, ninety-six of whom I think she 
represents as near relations or connections of the blood royal 

10 England has long afforded an asylum and support 
to exiled Punces, and revolutions the most unexpected haie 
restored them to their country and then thrones, under 
circumstances more lmpiobable than the ultimate success of 

58 
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Destitute con- Futteli Khan's endeavours to effect the restoration of Shah 
Bcgnm of Sliuja, m which case, though the gratitude of Pnnccs is not 
pioveibial, the attention and hospitality of the British 
Government to his family or himself might, with his sectish 
antipathy to tho Sheeahs, give us a friend m a quaiter where 
one may be earlier required than a few weeks since would have 
been thought possible 

11 It is not, however, to the political judgment or 
foresight of the Bight II on' hi e the Governor-General that 
I wish, oi that it would be becoming m me, to appeal A 
foreigner, a stranger, and a woman of high birth and elevated 
station, is m distiess approaching to misery, and has thrown 
herself on the protection of a Government famed for its 
humanity and generosity As the agent of that Government, 
I am most anxious to do every justice to its high charactei, 
but I am not insensible to the imperious necessity of economy, 
and I do not wish to trust to individual feeling for the 
regulation of my public conduot m a matter where I might be 
equally liable to censure for a discreditable parsimony or a 
too lavish profusion 

12 The departure of the Begum Bhould be encouraged 
and even hastened if possible , but, as I do not think this a 
likely event, I would most humbly submit to His Loidship 
the necessity of relieving her present distress by a monthly 
stipend, and I would recommend that the amount should be 
regulated by the belief that it must be permanent 

194 From Major-General D OciiTEHLonr, Superintendent 
of Political AJfans and Agent, Governor -General, Lodi- 
anah, to J Adah, Fsquii e, Secretary to Government , — 
No 227, dated the 16th of July 1815, 

Proposed I have the honor to report to you that I have received 

of ^Lieutenant letters fiom Mr B P Oehteilony informing me of his 
W ^ irr j/ p intention to lemam m Calcutta and requesting to resign his 
Ochterlonjv situation as my Assistant, which I beg you will do me the 
favor to submit to the Bight Hon'ble the Governor-General 
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with my humble request tint Lieutenant Murray may be 
appointed m his stead. 

2 It would, however, afford me pleasuie if His Lord- 
ship’s acquiescence was accompanied by an addition to the 
salary (200 inpee^) dmwu by Mr Oehteilony, m consideration 
of the additional duties which be will ha\o to peifoim by my 
own extended agency and superintendence, and by his having 
generally to execute alone what was diuded between Captain 
Birch and Mi R. P Ochterlony, for which be relinquishes a 
situation of comparatne ease and greater allowances m his 
regimental appointment 


195 From J Adjv, Esquire , Secretary to Goiernmenf, to 
Major- General D Ocuteulom , Superintendent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, Lodlnana,— 
dated Camp Fathgarh, the 19th of July 1S15 

1 HA.AE tho honor to acknowledge the receipt of youi 
dispatch No 22G, dated the 9th instant, 1 from which the 
Goiernor-General has learned with great regret the state of 
distiess to which "Waff a Begum has been reduced, chiefly by 
the failure of the lesources which she derived from the 
remittances of Shah Sliuja pre\ lously to his escape from the 
power of Rajah Runjeet Sing 

2 Motnes of humanity and of legaid for the character 
of the Butish Go\ ernment seem to His Lordship to require 
that some pro\ lsion should be assigned foi the support of this 
unfortunate Princess during the period of her remaining under 
Butish protection But previously to assigning any specific 
sum for this purpose His Lordship is desirous of receiving a 
communication of your opinion as to the amount of the 
monthly stipend which would enable the Begum to maintain 
herself, her family and her followers, with comfort and 
decency, observing that His Lordship does not contemplate 
the placing her m a state of affluence conformable with 
her high rank or expectations, but merely wishes to relieve 
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hci from present dislieps and mconremcnce, and to afford 
her (ho means of lespcclably maintaining; herself and her 
family at the least eliargo to the Government. Yon will, 
therefore, prewously to forming your opinion as to the amount 
of the allowance to he assigned to her, strongly urge her to 
discharge all superfluous and unnecessary followers, and to 
leduce hoi establishment to the narrowest limits consistent 
with her respectability and ease 

3 Though His Lordship discerns but little ground for 
indulging the hope that the Begum may lie induced to leave 
Lodhiana and proceed to 30 m Shah Shoojah in Multan, jou 
v> ill nevertheless, whenever a fit occasion may occur, use your 
best endeavours, but with the utmost delicacy and caution, to 
prc\ ail on her to adopt this desirable step 

4 The Governoi -General is pleased to appro\e of jour 
having ad\anccd the sum of one thousand rupees to the 
Begum in jour own name, and to authorize j r ou to charge 
that amount in your public accounts 


196. From J Adjji, Esquire, Secretary to Goicrnment , to 
Major-Oenei al D OonrEniONr, Superintendent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Qoicrnor-Gencral, Lodhiana , — 
dated Camp Fattigarli, the 25th of July 1815 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No 2.27, dated the 16th instant, and to inform 
you that the Governor- General is pleased to appoint Lieuten- 
ant William Murray of the 1st Regiment of Native Infantry 
to he your Assistant in the room of Mr Ochterlony, resigned 

2 Adveitmg to the extended nature of the duties which 
Lieutenant Murray will have to perform in consequence of the 
resignation of Mr Ochterlony and the allotment of a special 
duty to Captain Birch, His Lordship deems it equitable to 
fix Lieutenant Murray’s salary at a higher rate than, that 
received by Mr Ochteilony 01 Captain Birch previously to 
the late arrangement and is pleased accordingly to assign 
to Lieutenant Murray a salary of four hundred rupees per 
mensem 


iv. ] irnm \xa AorxcY jtrcoiiDfi, isu-ir> 4gi 

197 A. n J -Irw", V'yutic', F< r</(ir>/ to GoicrnmnU, to 
Ifii ( >» Gr >r.i! D Ociirrt i o\r y Fupr nnfnul''nl of Poht- 
i<“i? -l»r<nr* nnd .b,uit, Gu t j nor Gr norat, Jjcnlh mini,— 
ante ! C a tp J'otU’inrh, the 2nd of .tiir/ncf 1SH. 

Tur information communicated m jour private letloi lo Treatment to 
tnj nddn>s of the 11th .TuU of (ho oxjv'elcd arrival of Slnh 
Sitooj ih at L->dlttana remWs it expxliotit that von should he «l Mulk nt 
fnrm'-h'Nl without d»lav with iw-lruolioiip for jour guidance 
in mch an o\ou( The Gn\i ruor-Geuml accordinglj com- 
mands me to com<\v to jou the following (hrcctioup, 

2 r.mharn c MUg and inconvenient op the nrrivol of 
Sh ih Slmojah within (lie Btitidi dominions connot fail to 
prove, it wonhl ho iucnnt-i>-tmil with humnmtj and with the 
nputation and dtgnitv of the Hntndi Government to rofupc 
m ovvlum to the u n fort u not*' monorch ; nnd IIis Lordship 
ontirelj approve*-, therefore, of \our having directed Lieuten- 
ant Ro^p, in the event of Slnh Shooj ill’s arrival at Lodhmnn 
during vonr ahpence, to manifest townrdp IIip Majestj’ every 
mark of hmdnei-p nnd respect, not involving public demon-dra- 
tion*. of those observances It will he proper to lake an early 
opportuuitj of mtim iting to IIip Mijcstj’ v our own opinion 
nnd tint of the Governor-General that in Imp prepent circum- 
ftnUfCP it is incumbent on him lo preserve a strict incognito 
Presuming that Shah Shoojoh ip destitute or nearly bo of tho 
meaiiB of support, it w ill he unav oidahlo to m the a prov lsion 
for tli it purpose, and jou arc accordinglj' authorized to make 
such advances of nionej’’ for IIip Mnjestj’s use ns may bo 
lndlspenFablJ’• necessary, regulating their amount by a scalo 
of the utmost practicable moderation IIis Loulskip will 
hereafter consider tho expediency of allotting a fixed sum. for 
IIis Majesty's cxponscs 

3 It is consideicd by tho Governor- General to bo 
extremely desirable that Shah Shoojah should lemove from 
Lodluana to a position less obnoxious to Rajah Runjeeb Smg 
You wall accordingly take tho eailiest oppoitumty of proposing 
this measvue to IIis Majesty and carrying it into effect. It 



Treatment to 
be accorded 
Shah Shnja- 
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occurs to His Loidslnp that Kurnaul or Sehaiunpoie would 
be a convenient position until arrangements could bo made foi 
establishing him at a station still more distant from the 
frontier Delhi, which in some points of view would be 
convenient, appears to His Lordship to be objectionable on 
other grounds On this point, howevei. His Loidship would 
wish the decision to be left to your discretion and that of Mi 
Metcalfe 


4 His Lordship apprehends that the King may object 
to lemovmg fiom Lodhiana undei an apprehension that it will 
mciease the obstacles to his eventual return to his own 
country, but His Lordship hopes that your addiess will 
overcome his objections 

5 The arrival of Shah Shoojah within the Butish 
territory must necessarily excite considerable uneasiness in the 
teund of Runjeet Sing, which will, however, no doubt be 
allayed by His Majesty’s removal from the fiontier It will 
be proper, however, to be prepared to state the case to Runjeet 
Sing exactly as it haB happened, declaung at the same time 
that His Majesty’s retnemeut within the British temtoiy, 
fai from being desired or encouraged, can only be a souice of 
resiet and inconvenience to the Butish Government, but that 
an asylum and the observances of hospitality and respect 
cannot be refused to an unfoitunate Prince who has thrown 
himself on its protection 

6 In my private letter of yesterday’s date conveying 

the substance of the above instructions you were authonzed 
to make an immediate communication to the effect just stated 
to Runjeet Sing His Lordship will, however, approve of 
your having suspended it if you shall have thought proper, as 
well as m the 6ame case of your continuing to withhold it 
untd some application shall be made on the subject by 
Runjeet Sing ' 

7 This lettei will be transmitted under an open cover 
to Mr. Metcalfe 
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198 From Major-Gcneial D. OcnTrnLOxr, Superintendent 
of Political A (fans, and Agent, Governo) -General, 

Lodlnana, to J Adah, Esqune, Secretaiy to Govern- 
ment, — No 233, dated tho 5th of August 1815 

1 have the honor to transmit lieiewith a statement of Revision of 
my actual establishment 1 and the one I think should be kept 0 f Lndlndna 
for the Hills I legict to see it so laige, but theie is one A S euc y 
item which may be veiy much reduced, as my habits and 
inclinations would lead me to keep nearly the same sowary 
establishment as a Major-General on the Staff, as I now do, 
combining my civil aud mihtaiy duties, and an office tent or 

two is m reality the only addition 

2 In presenting theiefore the accompanying to the 
Right Hon’ble the Govemoi -General I beg you will submit 
to His Lordship my humble request for a consolidated allow- 
ance of one thousand rupees foi moonskies, English nnters, 
mutsuddies, amcens and huiiai rahs foi the Sikh and Hill 
Departments 

3 For the latter I have often incuned considerable loss, 
as I have found it frequently necessary to send out intelligent 
and trustworthy men to investigate on the spot the tiutli or 
falsehood of 6ome assertions which have been made m cases of 
complaint where the oaths of one paity have been m direct 
contradiction to the other 

199. From J Adah, Esquire, Seoetary to Government, to 
Major-General Sir David Oghtedloni , K 0 B , Super- 
intendent of Political A fairs and Agent, Goveinor- 
Geneial, Lodlnana, — dated Damp Fattigarh, the 18th 
of August 1815 

1 have the honoi to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No 233, dated the 6th instant 

2 Tho Governor-General is pleased, in compliance with 
your request, to grant you n consolidated monthlj allowance 
of one thousand (1,000) rupees for the enteitamment of 
Mooushees, TVnters, Mutsuddies, Aumeens, Hurkairas, &c 
to take effect from the 1st of June 

v I JTot traceable m tho Punjab Records 



Stipend for 
the Ilogam of 
Slmli Slum 
ul-Mull 
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200 From i T An^xr, Esquire, Secretary io Government, to 
’Major-General Sir D^rm OcitTir/OM , KGB, Super- 
intendent of Political Affairs and Agent, Governor- 
General, Isoillutna, — dated Camp Fathgarh, the SOlh 
August ISIS 

1 am directed to nchuou ledge the receipt or jour letter of 
llic 11 th instant, and to inform jou, with reference to mj 
former dispatch on the subject, tint the Go\ernor-Gcnerat 
authorizes the paj merit of in allowance to AVuffa Begum 
of rupees one thousand the hundred (Its 1,300) per 
mensem, until further orders 


201 Extract from a letter from the Court of Directors, dated 
the loth of December 1815. 

•a * * * * 

3 "But we ha\e in an especial manner to notice 
the brilliant and deusne exploits of Major-General Sir 
David Ocliterlony, Commanding the Third Division of the 
Army, and of the officers and troops under his orders, 
first, after compelling Ummer Sing, the Goorkha Com- 
mander opposed to him, to retire to the Malown range 
of hills, then successfully reducing the forts of the Ramgliur 
range previously occupied by that Chief, and next directing 
his attention to the means of investing Ummer Sing's new 
position, so as to cut ofE his supplies and compel him to 
surrender or risk an action , secondly , m establishing himself 
by an able and well-adjusted combination of movements m two 
positions on the heights of Malown, by means of which be is 
said to have effectually broken the continuity of the enemy's 
chain of posts, to ha's e forced him to confine himself to the 
fort of Malown and its immediate outworks, and to have 
gamed a position from which he would be able to carry on 
operations against the place , thirdly, the complete repulse of 
the enemy in a most gallant attack on onr principal post on the 
heights of Malown, which produced all the results of victory 
by terminating in the surrender of Ummer Sing The frtuts 
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of these decisive and impoitant successes against the piincipal 
leader and force of the Nipaulese State, combined with the 
previous reduction of Kamaon, have been, says the Govei- 
nor-Goneial, the entire extinction of the Goorhha power 
throughout the countries formerly in their possession to the 
westwaid of the Kali or Gogra river, involving the loss to 
them of more than a third of their dominions, — a lesult 
which, in the opinion of Lord Mona, must either pioduce an 
early and honorable peace 01 enable us to pursue the wai 
with eminent advantage 


Acknouledg 
ment of tlie 
services of 
Major- 
General Sir 
D Ochter 
lony 


4 So high is the estimation in which we hold the 
services of Ma]or-General Sir David Ochterlony, and so 
greatly do we appreciate them, both in then nature and 
effects, that it is in our contemplation to bestow on that 
gallant and excellent officei a substantial pioof of the 
gratitude of the Company for the benefits they have denved 
fiom them ” 
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mation to be issued to, nnd Inhabitants of 
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mont of, pp 229-44 , desire of Shah Zaman 
to rotire into British territory, pp 252 58 , 
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Ochterlony, Lt Col D — ( concluded J — 
territories of tbo Protected Sikh and Hill 
Chiefs, p 441 , instructions to Major 
General Ochterlony m regard to the settle 
mont of the lull territories conquered from 
the Gurkhas, pp 442 64, acknowledgment 
of services of Major General Sir D Och- 
terlony, pp 464 65 

Ochterlony, R P , Mr , appointment of, as 
Ass'stant to Ins father, rtce Captain Stuart, 
p 186 , grant of leave to, pp 246 46 , his 
resignation and appointment of Lieutenant 
Murrnj m his stead, p 460 
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Patiala, Raja of, attitude of, p 6 , informed 
of intentions of British Government, p 26 , 
refusal of, to wait on Ranjit Singh, p 32 , 
intercourse with Colonol Ochterlonv, p 61 , 
letter from Colonel Ochterlony to the Raja, 
pp 97 9 , attack on Lieutenant White, Sur 
veyor, in Patiala tomtory, pp 14-8 58, 169, 
176 79, 181 88, 204 05 , 211 16 , desire of 
Laja to help the Gurkhas, pp 161, 
176 , mismanagement of the Patiala 
Stnto, pp 246 52 , degree of interference 
to he exercised m the affairs of the Raja 
of, pp 256 69 , affairs of the Patidla 
Stato, pp 274-76 , roport by Colonel 
OchtcrloiiY on affairs at, pp 28S 92 , attempt 
on life of Colonel Ochterlony at, pp 293 95 , 
trial of assassin, p 296 , furthor report by 
Colonel Ochterlony on PatiMa affairs and 
orders of Government, pp 296 310 , death 
of Raja and report on affairs, pp 834 37 
Pcshfiwar, news from, p 202 
Pholn Singh, Akali, attacks Lieutenant White, 
Surveyor, in Patiala territory, pp 181 88^, 
measures for apprehending, pp 204 C5, 
211 14 , action taken by Runjit Singh, pp 


214 16 

Pilgrims, tax on, pp 817 20, 331 33 
Pinjore, threatened by Gurtlias, pp 197 200, 
claims of Gnrklms to, pp 205 08 , descrip 
tion of, p 208 09 , condition of, p 349 
Proclamation to Protected Sikh Chiefs, pp 


259 61, 263 72 , , „ . 

Protected Sikh Chiefs,— rids Sikh Chiefs 
Punjab, intelligence from, p 31 , disavowal 
bj Government of intention to annex 
Punjab, p 79 

R 


Ranjit Singh, Raja of Lahore, orders for 
advance of a force to the confines of the 
territory of, pp 13, restriction of exten 
cion of power beyond tlio Sutlej, pp 7 9 , 
athtndo to ho adopted by Colonol Ochterlony 
towards, pp 10 11, IS , restoration of 
usurpations of, p 29 , refusal of Raja of 


Ranjit Singh, Raja — (concludtd ) — 

Patidla to wait on, p 32, interpretation of 
orders regarding usurpations, pp 35 42 , 
revised orders regarding the location of a 
military post on borders of territory of, 
pp 45 7, his treatment of Chief of Malcr 
Kotla, who is reinstated by Colonel 
Ochterlony, pp 54-5, discussions of Vakils 
of, with Colonel Ochterlony who halts his 
forco, pp 69 60 , desire of Goverrment that 
treaty with, should he concluded by Mr 
Metcalfe, p 76 , resumption of his earlier 
conquests, p 77 j disapproval of action 
of Colonel Ochterlony m ojuf erring with 
Vakils and halting force, pp 77 8, letter 
from, pp 103 04 , restoration to Chief of 
Thanesar of the lands soized bj, pp 118 19 , 
proposal to station a Vakil from, at Delhi, 
p 121; ratified copy of treaty with, 
pp 121-22 , letter from Resident, Delhi to, 
p 123, letter from Governor Gem-ral to, 
pp 129 31 , resumption by original pro 
prietors of territory usurped by, pp 181 32 , 
arrival of Mnlirntta Vakils at Court of, 
pp 135 36 , news from Court of, pp 136 88 , 
intrigues of, with Malirattas, pp 138 39 , 
intelligence from Court of, pp 141 47, 
158 60, 167 68, 169 73, 188 92, his designs, 
pp 164 b5, 179-80 , captures city of Mul- 
tan, p 193 , action taken by, against Phula 
Singh, Akah, pp 214 16 , carnage and 
pair presented to, by Governor General, 
pp 210, 244-45 , combination of subordinate 
Cbiofs of Punjab agninBt, pp 223 24 , 
Colonel Ochterlony united to marriago 
of Ranjit Singh’s son, p 273 74, Ins re- 
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